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Happy 30th anniversary:
Milestone for Inside Golf
Inside Golf Newspaper celebrates a milestone this month
with 30 years of covering of the NW golf scene. Inside Golf
is the oldest golf publication – since 1988 – in the Northwest
and has free distribution at golf courses and driving ranges
throughout Washington and Oregon. It’s been a great ride
and we are looking forward to many more years.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF
LPGA Legends Tour will
visit White Horse Golf Club
The LPGA Legends Tour will hit the White
Horse Golf Club June 8-10 for the Suquamish
Clearwater Legends Cup.
The Legends Tour has announced that the
Suquamish Tribe and Clearwater Casino Resort
will host the first official tournament to be held in
Washington State at its White Horse Golf Club
in Kingston.
Jane Blalock, a 27-time champion on the
LPGA Tour, founded the Women’s Senior Golf
Tour in 2000. It is now known as The Legends
Tour, the official senior tour of the LPGA, and
showcases some of the greatest names in the
history of women’s golf.
The Suquamish Clearwater Legends Cup will
be held at White Horse Golf Club, June 8-10,
2018. Acquired by the Suquamish Tribe in 2010,
White Horse Golf Club is nestled on high ground
between the Olympic and Cascade Mountains.
With spectacular greens and friendly staff, this
18-hole golf course is very challenging, yet can
still be played by golfers of all skill levels.
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Chambers Bay’s new greens are taking shape
If you play Chambers Bay this year, you might
notice a big change on the putting greens.
Chambers Bay seeded its greens more than
10 years ago with fine fescue. Since then, Poa
Annua has crept in and become part of the turf.
The course decided to do something about it,
turning all of its putting surfaces into 100 percent
Poa Annua greens, which started in late 2016.
All greens were overseeded with Poa Annua
but in some cases, the courses wanted to make
the greens converted sooner - as the 7th, 10th and
13th putting surfaces were re-sodded last winter.
The project all began in late September and the
greens are now open seven days a week.
The seventh green is pictured right with its
new putting surface.

New ilani and Tri Mountain are teaming up for deals

Northwest Women’s Open
set for Twin Lakes in June
The Pepsi Northwest Women’s Open is set
for June 25-27 at Twin Lakes Golf and Country
Club in Federal Way. The event will feature some
of the top up and coming professionals and amateurs from around the Pacific Northwest - and
the country.
A Pro-Am will kick off the event on Monday,
June 25 with the tournament running Tuesday
and Wednesday June 26-27. Total purse for the
tournament could be at least $15,000.
The event is open to all professionals and amateurs. Entry fee is $225. For more information
see the website www.northwestwomensopen.
com

Located in Ridgefield, Wash., about 20 miles
north of Portland, Oregon, ilani (left) is the West
Coast’s premier gaming, dining, entertainment
and meeting destination. With nearly 400,000
total square feet, ilani includes 100,000 square
feet of gaming space with 2,500 slots and 75
gaming tables; 15 different restaurants, bars and
retail outlets; and a 2,500-seat meeting and entertainment venue hosting nationally recognized
performances. Tri-Mountain Golf Course (above)
is a proud partner of ilani and offers discounts to
ilani’s Momentum Members. See inside for more.

Tournament season is here
for PNGA Championships
If you are wanting to test your game in tournament competition, the Pacific Northwest Golf
Association has its 2018 schedule set. It kicks
off this month with a Senior Men’s Amateur
championship at Sunriver Resort.
The PNGA has championships for men, women, juniors all through the golf season, including
its marquee event, the PNGA Men’s Amateur
set for July 9-14 at The Home Course.
See www.thepnga.org for more info.

Rules Quiz
A player marks their ball on the putting
green. When it was replaced he placed it
in front of the wrong ball mark (the mark
of his fellow competitor) and putted to the
hole. He then discovered he had played
from the wrong spot. In an effort to correct
his error he picked his ball up and replaced
it in front of his mark and again played to
the hole. When they come to scoring the
question comes up as to what the penalty
is? See answer on Page 2.

Northwest junior wins
at Drive, Chip and Putt
The Pacific Northwest was well represented
at the Drive, Chip and Putt Championships at
Augusta National Golf Club.
Taighan Chea of Bothell (pictured right) put
together a strong overall performance to win
the boys 7-9 age group at the Drive, Chip and
Putt finals. The 7-year-old Chea had the best
putt, the second-best chip and the third-best
drive out of the top 10 finishers to win his age
division at the event.
Kasey Maralack of Snoqualmie tied for
second in the 12-13 girls. Conrad Chisman of
Stanwood was fourth in the 12-13 boys and
Zach Huang of Sammamish was 10th in the
10-11 boys.

Washington Open is
set for Meridian Valley

The championship season for club professionals and the top amateurs from around the
Northwest kicks off this month with the annual
Muckleshoot Casino Washington Open Invitational at Meridian Valley Country Club in Kent,
set for May 21-23.
The 54-hole event will feature a no-cut format
for the professionals and amateurs with all players playing for three days.
The Pro-Am will take place May 20 and will
benefit the Folds of Honor.
The tournament dates back to its start in 1922
and this year will be celebrating its 92nd year of
play in the Pacific Northwest.
Last year, amateur Drew McCullough won
the tournament by one shot over Shane Prante
and Jeff Coston.
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Well, here it is May of 2018 and Inside Golf
Newspaper is turning 30 years old. In those 30
years there has been plenty of changes in the golf
world and especially in the world of golf around the
Pacific Northwest.
For one thing, golf courses and have come and
gone through the years. We have seen courses
like Sumner Meadows and Lipoma Firs close their
doors, but on the other hand, we have seen new
gems like Gamble Sands (pictured right) open for
play and keep the Pacific Northwest on the golf
map with its award-winning layout.
But probably the biggest thing to happen in the
Northwest with new courses is what owner Mike
Keiser has done with Bandon Dunes Resort. There
are now four 18-hole courses and all ranked among
the best in the United States.
The Pacific Northwest has also seen its share
of golfers who have played, or are playing on the
professional tours. Puyallup’s Ryan Moore has
carved out a terrific career, coming on the heels of
one of the best amateur careers ever put together.
I remember doing my first story on Ryan when he
was still playing junior golf and remembering just
how good he was.
The Pacific Northwest has also seen its share
of big-time event. When Chambers Bay opened for
play and the USGA quickly came out and awarded
the U.S. Amateur and U.S. Open to the course. In
2015, the world of golf spotlight was on Chambers
Bay for the U.S. Open and when Jordan Spieth
won, Chambers Bay found itself a place that golfers
from around the world wanted to play.
We are lucky enough in the Northwest to have
regular visits from the PGA Tour Champions (Boeing Classic), PGA Tour Web.com (WinCo Foods
Portland Open) and LPGA (Portland Cambia LPGA
Classic). The one event I do miss every time September rolls around was the LPGA Safeco Classic
at Meridian Valley Country Club in Kent.
We have also seen a PGA Championship at
Sahalee, the NEC Invitational at Sahalee and the
U.S. Amateur at Chambers Bay.

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Inside Golf at 30: The Northwest has seen
its share of golf highlights through the years

The Pacific Northwest has been a golf haven for
30 years and we have been there every step. And
hope to be for another 30. Thanks for reading and
happy anniversary to Inside Golf Newspaper.
Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf Newspaper.
He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
• Answer: Total penalty is 4 strokes. Two
strokes twice for playing from a wrong place
twice. While his intentions were honorable by
Rule 20-7c “If a competitor makes a stroke
from a wrong place, he incurs the penalty of two
strokes under the applicable Rule. He must play
out the hole with the ball played from the wrong
place, without correcting his error provided he
has not committed a serious breach”.
See Page 2 for the answer.

• Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien
for his rules questions each month.
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Riverbend sets date for
2-Man at the Bend event

Riverbend Golf Course in Kent will host
its 22nd annual 2-Man at the Bend Golf
tournament June 9-10. The two-day tournament will feature a field of two-player
teams competing in a best-ball format.
It’s a popular event and features some of
the top amateur players in the area. Entry
forms are available online at the Riverbend Golf Course website or you can call
253.854.3673 for more information.
• The Riverbend par-3 course is officially closed. The city sold the par-3
course, which sits across the street from the
championship golf course, to a developer.
With the course now closed, work will get
underway soon. The new development will
be turned into housing on the old par-3 site.
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Sage Hills: Central Washington golf, RV gem
Sage Hills originally opened as a private venue in the 1960s and evolved to a public facility that was called
Warden Golf Course. With new owners the name was changed to Sage Hills again and underwent several
improvements including the planting of hundred of ornamental shrubs and trees along the fairways. Over
the years the greens, tees and bunkers were either improved or created making it a first-rate golf course. RV
spaces were added making it one of the most popular venues in the region.
Today Sage Hills Golf and RV Resort has over 40 level and grassy RV sites with full hookups and free
WiFi, a full-service restaurant and lounge (The Sage Bar & Grill), a fenced swimming pool, a laundry facility
and day-room for groups and tournaments.
If you are heading to Eastern/Central Washington, you will want to make this a must-play on your
schedule. The course is a real jewel and if traveling by RV, this is one of the places you will want to spend
some time at.
Sage Hills is located about 15 miles south of Moses Lake in the heart of the Columbia Basin. The fairways
are lush and green and the greens are as good as any you will find. The course has 4 sets of tees with a rating
of 70.2 and slope of 122 from the back tees. The yardage ranges from 6,591 to 5,128 making it playable by
all skill levels. This has become a popular site for tournaments, many from west of the mountains.
The course has some of the best weather in the state and is especially nice during the extended fall season
when the western half of the state starts to get wet and cold. There is always some spacial Stay n' Play offers
available for RVers on their website at www.SageHillsGolfResort.net.

YOU MAY NOT BE A PROFESSIONAL,
BUT YOU CAN PRACTICE LIKE ONE!
Visit Premier Golf’s Driving Ranges for
Year-Round Practice
Interbay GC, Jackson Park GC, Jefferson Park GC,
Bellevue GC, and Lake Padden GC
Double Bucket Specials offered Monday - Friday
Multi-Bucket Range Cards and Gift Cards are Available
Visit our websites for details:
www.premiergc.com • www.bellevuepgc.com • www.lakepaddengolf.com
Interbay Golf Center - 2501 15th Ave W. Seattle, WA 98119
Jackson Park Golf Course - 1000 NE 135th Ave Seattle, WA 98125
Jefferson Park Golf Course - 4101 Beacon Ave S. Seattle, WA 98108
Bellevue Golf Course - 5500 140th Ave NE Bellevue, WA 98005
Lake Padden Golf Course - 4882 Samish Way Bellingham, WA 98229

www.PremierGolfCenters.com | 206-254-6545
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ENJOY

Code: PUBIGFP518

Present this offer at
Players Club to redeem.

It’s all about yoU

» TWO LOTTERY 2ND CHANCE DRAWINGS
» WIN A SEAT IN THE MUCKLESHOOT CASINO
SLOT TOURNAMENT

Limit one Free Play redemption per guest per month. Not
to be combined with other publications, promotional
offerings and holidays. Must be or become a Players
Club member to participate. Membership is free! Offer
expires May 31, 2018. Free Play may not be available on
all machines. For Free Play limitations, rules and details,
see Players Club. Promotions are subject to change
without notice. Management reserves all rights.

» MUCKLESHOOT CASINO “FREE PLAY”
ENTER TODAY AT SECONDCHANCE.WALOTTERY.COM

AVAILABLE STATEWIDE MAY 2, 2018
Odds of winning any prize on Scratch Game 1480 - $5 “Muckleshoot Casino Slots” tickets are 1 in
2.69. Odds of winning 2nd chance drawings are based on the number of entries received. Last
day to enter final 2nd chance drawing is July 29, 2018.The 2nd chance prizes are merchandise
prizes – no substitutions allowed, including cash equivalent. Merchandise prizes are
non-transferrable. Must be 18 or older to purchase. Must be 21 or older to enter casino or play in
the Muckleshoot Casino Slot Tournament.

JOIN
THE
CLUB.

Visit walottery.com/slots for details.

THE BIGGEST & BEST IN THE NORTHWEST

IT’S FREE!
Free Play may not be available on all machines. Points are not earned on Free Play. For Free Play limitations, rules and details, see Players Club.
Must be a Players Club member to participate. Membership is free! Promotions subject to change without notice. Management reserves all rights.

It’s all about yoU
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Professional tours will hit the Northwest in 2018;
Women’s Golf Day will make its return in June
Professional golf tours will make their annual return
to the Pacific Northwest in 2018.
The WinCo Foods Portland Open, a Web.com Tour
event, will take place Aug 16-19 at Pumpkin Ridge Golf
Club outside of Portland. The event will also be the site
where the top 25 on the Web.com money list will be
given their PGA Tour cards for the 2019 season.
The Boeing Classic, a PGA Champions Tour event,
is set for Aug. 24-26 at Snoqualmie Ridge Golf Club.
The annual event always brings in the top players from
the Champions Tour, including hometown favorite Fred
Couples.
The LPGA Cambia Portland Classic will be played
Aug. 30-Sept. 2 at Portland’s Columbia Edgewater
Country Club.
There are plenty of chances to see the top professionals from different tours tee it up in the Pacific
Northwest this season.

Women’s Golf Day Set for June 5

Women’s Golf Day is a one-day event celebrating
girls and women playing golf and learning the skills
that last a lifetime. It will be held at locations all over
the world on June 5, 2018.
In less than three years, one woman’s idea has blossomed into a global movement that is quickly becoming
the next big thing in golf. The organizers at WGD are
excited to bring you better technology, advanced features, new events, and more as #WDGInspires on June
5, 2018. As part of this valuable and exciting venture,
it is all-important to have as many golf facilities as
possible on board and assist with hosting women of
all ages for this event as the game continues to grow
and welcome everyone who has an interest in “Golf, a
sport for life.”
Individual player registrations opened April 2,
2018. Women’s Golf Day is a four hour experience
happening globally where women and girls can experience golf for the first time or where current players

can play and engage with women interested in golf. It
is being hosted at golf courses and retail locations all
around the world on the same day – June 5, 2018 – all
around the world.

Tacoma City Amateur
Aug. 17: Oakbrook Golf Club
Aug. 18: High Cedars Golf Course
Aug. 19 (finals): Oakbrook Golf Club

OGA crowns Champions winners

Seahawks join Memory Cup event

Blake Seabaugh (Tigard, Ore.), Gretchen Johnson
(Portland, Ore.), and Pat O’Donnell (Happy Valley,
Ore.) all won divisional titles at the 74th OGA Tournament of Champions at The Reserve Vineyards and Golf
Club – South Course in Aloha, Ore.
The event featured club champions of OGA Member Clubs from the past two years, including recent
champions of OGA Championships and participants
in OGA team events from the last two years.

Tacoma Golf Associations sets schedule

There are great opportunities to participate in
championship golf this season with the Tacoma Golf
Association’s list of events.
Long in history, the Tacoma City Amateur tournament is among one of the longest enduring amateur
association championships nationally. Since 1931,
past champions include Jack Walters, John Harbottle
Jr, John Bodenhamer and many other esteemed golfers.
the champion becomes a part of storied history and
qualifies for Hudson Cup points.
In addition to the popular Father/Son/Daughter/
Grandfather tournament, they also conduct a Champion
of Champions tournament. One of the longest running
of its kind in existence. In total the TGA is conducting
17 tournaments in the 2018 golfing season. See www.
tgagolf.org for additional information.
TGA Special Events 2018 season:
C. W. Taylor Senior Amateur
July 5; American Lake Golf Course
July 6: Capitol City Golf Course
Tacoma Junior City Amateur
July 23-24: Allenmore Golf Course

Former Seattle Seahawks David Kirtman, Lofa
Tatupu and Jordan Babineaux will join forces to put
on the Lake Chelan Memory Cup, set for June 23 at
Bear Mountain Ranch in Chelan, Wash.
The event is being hosted by Kirtman with all
proceeds from the event benefitting the Alzheimer’s
Association Washington State Chapter.
Kirtman’s father was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
disease in 2017 and he went looking for ways to impact the cause. He planned this golf tournament in his
father’s honor. The Lake Chelan Memory Cup is being
held as part of The Longest Day, an initiative to raise
funds and awareness for Alzheimer’s Disease.
For more about the charity tournament call
1.800.272.3900.

91st SWGA Championship sets dates

The 91st Seattle Women’s Golf Association City
Championship is set for June 18-21 at Sand Point
Country Club in Seattle.
The SWGA is comprised of 14 golf clubs in the
Seattle metropolitan area. Defending champion Leslie
Folsom of Rainier Country Club will be back looking
for a record-breaking 10th victory.
The tournament has had many outstanding champions through the years including JoAnne Gundersen
(Carner), Anne Quast Sander, Ruth Jessen, Sue McCoy, Edean Ihlanfeldt, Pat Lesser Harbottle and Ann
Swanson.
Six of these women are members of the PNGA Hall
of Fame: Carner, Sander, Jessen, Harbottle, Ihlanfeldt
and Swanson.
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WSGA crowns winners
at Champions tourney

The ninth Washington State Golf Association Champion of Champions crowned
its 2018 champions at The Home Course
in DuPont, Wash.
This year’s field consisted of 136 champions from around the state of Washington
and Northern Idaho, competing in four
divisions – Men, Senior Men, Women and
Senior Women. It was one of the strongest
fields in the history of the championship.
Jon McCaslin of Olympia won the Men’s
title with a score of 134, including a 64 in
the second round,
Sarah Lawrence of Duvall won the
Women’s going under par in both rounds
with a 138 total while Tom Brandes of Bellevue won the Senior Men’s with a 136 total
and Leslie Folsom of Tukwila claimed the
Senior Women’s title with a 147 total

Drive Chip and Putt Qualifiers

The United States Golf Association,
Masters Tournament and PGA of America
have officially launched the sixth year of
the Drive, Chip & Putt Championship by
announcing 2018 qualifiers:
• High Cedars Golf Club
Sunday, June 10, 2018
• Mount Si Golf Course
Sunday, July 1, 2018
• The Creek at Qualchan
Sunday, July 8, 2018
• Pasco Golfland
Wednesday July, 18, 2018
• Trophy Lake Golf & Casting
Sunday, July 22, 2018
• Lake Padden Golf Course
Tuesday, July 24, 2018
• Meridian Valley Country Club
Thursday, July 26, 2018

MEETING &
ENTERTAINMENT CENTER

Now Open

Let ’s M eet

INTRODUCING A
MEETINGS DESTINATION
LIKE NOTHING ELSE.
A brand new, state-of-the-art
convention center featuring:
22,000 square-foot Cowlitz Ballroom.
Well-appointed Cedar Board Room.
Flexible pre-function and event space

Let’s Have A Ball

to accommodate multiple groups
of various sizes.
And more.
Located just steps away from
the area’s premier gaming, dining
and entertainment destination.

Book your meeting or conference
today at sales@ilaniresort.com

Let ’s Rock

1 COWLITZ WAY, RIDGEFIELD, WA 98642
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Northwest destination:
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ilani and Tri Mountain partner up

Located along Interstate 5 (at exit 16) in
Ridgefield, Washington, about 20 miles north
of Portland, Oregon, ilani attracts clientele from
around the region for premier gaming, entertainment and dining. Situated on 156 acres, the
expansive 400,000-square-foot space pays tribute
to the heritage of the Cowlitz Tribe and the beauty
of the Northwest, incorporating natural elements
and stunning views throughout.
Ilani and Tri Mountain Golf Course, located
across the freeway from each other, have partnered up to offer deals at the ilani for golfers.
Meeting & Entertainment Center: A new
chapter has begun to take form as ilani has just
closed the book on its one-year anniversary. The
casino’s brand new Meeting and Entertainment
Center opened in April, which introduced an
additional 30,000 square feet of flexible, easily
reconfigured event space for the region. The new
facility will serve as meeting space for groups and
conventions, as well as the Cowlitz Ballroom,
seating up to 2,500 guests for epic concerts,
headlining comedians, world-class entertainers
and more.
Equipped with full production, lighting and
sound specialists as well as decorator services
and a highly-trained and experienced staff, this
brand new, state of the art center ensures its guests
are given a unique and immersive experience.
Guests can make their events even more unique
by utilizing the expansive meeting & entertainment venue in various flexible configurations
from classrooms, exhibits, banquets, conferences,
and many more.
Customized catering services are available
for events small and large, giving guests impeccable service throughout a range of price points.
Whether you prefer buffet style or individual cus-

tomization, the catering staff will help you build
the perfect menu options for your guests. Menu
items range from locally caught, fresh salmon to
grass fed, top sirloin and beyond.
Gaming: Inside ilani, 100,000 square feet
are dedicated to providing visitors with the latest
state-of-the-art slot and table games offerings to
suit nearly any preference and any level of experience. With 2,500 of the latest slots and 75 gaming
tables, including a spectacular high-limit room,
guests can test their luck at blackjack, craps,
roulette, and so much more. ilani was awarded
10 prizes from Casino Player Magazine’s Best
of Gaming edition and 13 awards from Strictly
Slots Magazine, including the most coveted prize
of Best Casino in both.
Dining & Entertainment: While ilani’s
gaming offerings are second to none, it is the
complete ilani experience that keeps crowds returning. Inspired restaurants, boutique shops and
live entertainment combined with gaming create
a dynamic getaway. Guests can recharge with
delectable bites from the likes of smashburger,
Chef Jet, i.talia or Butcher & Baker, or relax with
friends over a sumptuous meal from Michael
Jordan’s Steakhouse, Line & Lure, Rose & Thorn,
Longhouse or Tom’s Urban. Guests can celebrate
winnings over cocktails and live music at Muze
Lounge, or shopping for the latest fashions at
Marshall Rousso for apparel and accessories and
Ruby Blue for jewelry and gift items.
For inquiries please contact: Rosemary Arruda
Cooke at rcooke@ilaniresort.com or by phone
at 360-887-6565. To learn more about the new
ilani Meeting & Entertainment Center located at
1 Cowlitz Way Ridgefield, Washington, please
visit https://ilaniresort.com/poi/venues/meetingentertainment-center.html.

The ilani is located right off Interstate-5 in Ridgefield and is owned by the Cowlitz Indian Tribe.

Tri Mountain Golf Course features views of three nearby mountains plus some water challenges too.
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Northwest LPGA player Wendy Ward looks forward
to LPGA Legends Tour tournament in her backyard
By Lisa D. Mickey
Special to Inside Golf Newspaper
Four-time LPGA champion Wendy Ward may get
a chance to repeat some history in June when The
Legends Tour, the official senior tour of the LPGA,
comes to the Greater Seattle area.
Now a cattle rancher with her husband in Edwall,
Wash., Ward will make her debut as a Legends Tour
player June 8-10, at the Suquamish Clearwater Legends
Cup presented by Boeing.
But Ward is also looking forward to the opportunity
to again play with the LPGA players who inspired her
when she was just beginning her career. One player
she plans to seek out is World Golf Hall of Fame
member and 43-time winner JoAnne Carner, a native
of Kirkland, Wash., who sought out Ward when she
was a rookie in 1996.
Ward remembers playing a practice round alone
that year at a tournament in Daytona Beach, Fla., when
Carner, also playing solo, came up behind her on the
course. The young Texan recognized the legend and
told Carner she was welcome to play through.
“Play through?” Carner told Ward. “I’ve been running trying to catch up to you. I wanted to play a round
with one of the rookies.”
The two moved to the next tee and Ward, one of the
tour’s longer hitters at the time, laced her drive down
the fairway as Carner watched. Closer to the end of her
career than the beginning, the veteran pro stepped up
and smoked her own drive to within five yards of the
rookie’s ball.
“We got down there and she looked at me and said,
‘I can still hit it, can’t I?’” said Ward, who becomes
eligible for The Legends Tour at age 45 on May 6. “Not
only did she want to meet me, but she still wanted to
test her game against one of the young guns.”
And so the reunion may happen when The Legends
Tour rolls into town to play at White Horse Golf Club
in June -- a possibility that excites Ward, who stepped

Former LPGA Tour player Wendy Ward lives in Edwall, Wash. and will play June 8-10 at White Horse.
away from the LPGA Tour two years ago.
Since that time, Ward and husband Nate Hair have
been busy tending about 100 head of beef cattle on their
300-acre ranch 30 miles west of Spokane. She also has
been teaching golf lessons at The Creek at Qualchan
Golf Course, a municipal course in Spokane, as well
as helping coach at least one player on the LPGA’s
Symetra Tour.
Ward left playing the LPGA Tour on a full-time
basis in 2015, largely because of burnout, nagging
physical ailments and a desire to spend more time on
the ranch with her husband, three dogs, two horses and
plenty of new-born calves.
In anticipation of becoming eligible for the Legends
Tour, Ward discussed the tour with Legends player
Michelle McGann and reconnected with some of the

Legends recently in California during a tournament
pairing Legends players and juniors. McGann assured
Ward the competition was keen, but the long-time
friendships were still intact.
“I was really fortunate to join the LPGA when I did
because I got to play with Hall of Famers like JoAnne
Carner and Pat Bradley, as well as some of the younger
players, like Azahara Munoz and this year’s ANA
Inspiration winner, Pernilla Lindberg,” said Ward.
But this time, it just might be Ward who is seeking
out Carner, also a former Sun Devil, for a practice round
in Washington.
For more information about the event or to buy
tournament tickets online, visit www.ClearwaterLegendsCup.com. For more details on The Legends Tour,
visit www.TheLegendsTour.com.
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Emerald Downs offers
plenty of ways to take
in a day at the races

The 2018 Emerald Downs season is
underway and there’s a lot of big races and
fun promotions planned for May.
On Saturday May 5 you can watch and
wager on the most exciting two minutes in
sports, the Kentucky Derby. Dress to impress and you can win a prize. On May 11
Friday night racing begins with the annual
T-Shirt giveaway. Wear your T-Shirt back
on Friday nights for the rest of the season
and receive free admission.
Sunday May 13 is Mother’s Day and
Emerald Downs is famous for their Mother’s Day Brunch. Make your reservations
by calling 253-288-7711.
The following Sunday, May 20, see
exotic animal races including Camels and
Ostriches. This was a popular promotion
last year at Emerald Downs and this year
there’s also a race for Zebras. It’s a lot of
fun for the whole family.
Memorial Day Weekend is a Family Fun
weekend with activities in the park for the
kids plus on Monday there’s a Great Outdoors Giveaway. Post times are Saturday,
Sunday and Memorial Day at 2 p.m. Friday
night racing begins at 6:30 p.m.
On the track the first three Stakes races
of the season will be conducted in May. The
Seattle Stakes for 3 year old fillies on May
20, The Auburn Stakes for 3 year old colts
and geldings on May 27 and the Hastings
Stakes for older fillies and mares on May
28. All are worth $50,000.
For more information go to emeralddowns.com or visit their Facebook page.
Emerald Downs is located in Auburn right
off Highway 167.
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Coston comes from behind to
wins Pacific Northwest Senior
PGA Professional Jeff Coston of Semiahmoo
G&CC (Blaine, WA) won the PNW Senior
Players’ Championship by one stroke over
PGA Professional Mike Gove of Inglewood GC
(Kenmore, WA).
Coston finished with a two-round total of 145,
shooting rounds of 74-71 and coming back from
a two-shot deficit after the first round. Gove had
rounds of 73-73 for the tournament.
There was a logjam at third place at 147 with
first-round leader Kelly DeShaw of Yakima
Elks, amateur Brad Karns of royal Oaks, Mark
Keating of the OGA Golf Course and Jim Pike
of Sahalee Country Club.
George Mack Jr. of Black Butte and Jeff
Marsh of Vancouver tied for seventh at 148
while Billy Bomar of Prairie Falls Golf Course
in Idaho finished ninth.
In the team Four-Ball competition, PGA Professional Steve Stull of Richland, WA and Karns
won by three strokes after shooting Four-Ball
scores of 70-65-135, 9-under par.

Augusta will host women’s tournament

In his first press conference since taking over
for Billy Payne as Masters chairman last fall,
Fred Ridley sent a clear message that growing

Did you know….
• The state of Washington has 246 golf facilities, 31
stand-alone driving ranges, and
22 miniature golf facilities. These
facilities combined to generate
$473.5 million in revenues in
2015, which is comparable to
the combined revenues of all
other sports (football, baseball,
basketball, hockey, soccer,
etc.).

the game would be a continued focus for Augusta
National Golf Club with the unveiling of a new
club-sponsored tournament targeting women’s
golf.
Debuting in 2019, Augusta National Women’s Amateur Championship will be a 54-hole
stroke-play tournament that features an international field of 72 players.
Most noteworthy is the fact that the final
round will be contested at Augusta National the
Saturday prior to the Masters Tournament (with
the Drive, Chip and Putt National Finals held the
next day).
Invitations to compete in the event will be
awarded to winners of various recognized championships around the world: the U.S. Women’s
Amateur, Ladies’ British Open Amateur, U.S.
Girls’ Junior, Girls’ Junior PGA, among others.
Additionally, the top-30 U.S. golfers off the
Women’s World Amateur Golf Ranking will
receive invitations, and the next 30 highest
ranked players not otherwise in the field will
also qualify.
The opening two rounds will be held at
Champions Retreat Golf Club in nearby Evans,
Ga., after which the low 30 scores will advance
to play Augusta National.

• As part of a growing member benefit list,
Oregon Golf Association
members have access to
local employee stores in
the Portland metro areas.
Exclusive invitations are
available at certain times
throughout the year. Make sure your OGA membership is
active at OGA.org/membership.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Kevin Chappell • Kirkland • 50th on the list with $1,088,176
• Ben Crane • Portland • 155th on the list with $248,627
• Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 157th on the list with $232,790
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 124th on the list with $394,027
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • No events
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 43rd on the list with $1,245,791
• Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • 112th on the list with $473,207
• Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • 111st on the list with $496,868
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 40th on the list with $1,280,954
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 105th on the list with $531,637
• Aaron Wise • 109th on the list with $500,042
• Andrew Yun • Tacoma • 226th on the list with $18,478
		
Web.com Tour
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 167th on the list with $1,519
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • No events
• Scott Harrington • Portland • 72nd on the list with $19,456
• Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • 122nd on the list with $5,578
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 61st on the list with $23,594
• Michael Putnam, • Tacoma • 159th on the list with $1,697
Champions Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 58th on the list with $70,000
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 118th on the list with $4,200
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 77th on the list with $28,360
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 9th on the list with $357,039
Mackenzie Tour (Canada)
(No events this year)
• Derek Barron • Puyallup •
• Chris Killmer • Bellingham •
• Richard Lee • Bellevue •
• Cory Pereira • Ex-UW •
• Chris Williams • Ex-UW •
LPGA Tour
• Erynne Lee • Silverdale • 70th on the list with $53,122
• Carolina Inglis • Eugene • 52nd on the list with $89,215
• Jing Yan • Ex-UW • 110th on the list with $15,790
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
• Mallory Kent • Seattle • No Events
• Sadena Parks • Tacoma • No Events
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • No Events
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New rules part 2: Make sure you know what to do
Editor’s note: Here is the second part of the
new rules coming from the USGA and R&A for
2019. Major proposals introduced in 2017 that
have been incorporated into the modernized
Rules include:
• Elimination or reduction of “ball moved”
penalties: There will be no penalty for accidentally moving a ball on the putting green or
in searching for a ball; and a player will not be
responsible for causing a ball to move unless it
is “virtually certain” that he or she did so.
 	 • Relaxed putting green rules: There will be
no penalty if a ball played from the putting green
hits an unattended flagstick in the hole; players
may putt without having the flagstick attended
or removed. Players may repair spike marks and
other damage made by shoes, animal damage and
other damage on the putting green and there is

no penalty for merely touching the line of putt.
 	 • Relaxed rules for “penalty areas” (currently called “water hazards”): Red- and
yellow-marked penalty areas may cover areas
of desert, jungle, lava rock, etc., in addition to
areas of water; expanded use of red penalty areas
where lateral relief is allowed; and there will be
no penalty for moving loose impediments or
touching the ground or water in a penalty area.
 	 • Relaxed bunker rules: There will be no
penalty for moving loose impediments in a
bunker or for generally touching the sand with a
hand or club. A limited set of restrictions (such
as not grounding the club right next to the ball)
is kept to preserve the challenge of playing from
the sand; however, an extra relief option is added
for an unplayable ball in a bunker, allowing the
ball to be played from outside the bunker with a

two-stroke penalty.
 	 • Relying on player integrity: A player’s
“reasonable judgment” when estimating or measuring a spot, point, line, area or distance will
be upheld, even if video evidence later shows it
to be wrong; and elimination of announcement
procedures when lifting a ball to identify it or to
see if it is damaged.
 	 • Pace-of-play support: Reduced time for
searching for a lost ball (from five minutes to
three); affirmative encouragement of “ready
golf” in stroke play; recommending that players
take no more than 40 seconds to play a stroke
and other changes intended to help with pace of
play.
Presented in digital, text-based form today,
the new Rules will also now be translated into
more than 30 languages and readied for final

delivery via print and digital formats, including
searchable Rules of Golf official apps developed
by the USGA and The R&A.
Three important publications, to be distributed
this fall, will help players as well as officials and
provide interpretation and guidance in how the
Rules are applied. make sure to look for these
publications:
• The Player’s Edition of the Rules of Golf:
An abridged, user-friendly set of the Rules with
shorter sentences, commonly used phrases, and
diagrams. Written in the “second person,” The
Player’s Edition is intended to be the primary
publication for golfers.
 	 • The Rules of Golf: The full edition of the
Rules will be written in the third person and
include illustrations. It is intended to be a more
thorough version of the revised Rules.
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Happy May everyone. We need some May
flowers and great golf shots for sure.
This month is one I look forward to very much. I
get to play the Washington Open (going for my sixth
win) Senior PGA (0 wins ouch!) and Washington
Senior Open (win #10).
I hope you have set goals and made a tournament/practice schedule for 2018.
I would like to focus this month on the backswing. The backswing has two main purposes: 1)
to accumulate power by turning, coiling and hinging
and 2) to put us in position to make a proper on
plane and direct path/approach to the golf ball.
There are a few elements and procedures that
enhance an effective backswing.
Photo 1: Here is Zach Johnson’s coach and my
partner Mike Bender. Mike is making swings under
the two golf shafts above his right shoulder. We call
them anti-lift poles. This “swing station” promotes
turning and creates depth to the backswing. This
depth allows a shallower approach to the hitting
area. Very important for consistency.
Photo 2: Here is a client of mine from Richland,
Washington. I told Dave to imagine turning and
touching a wall behind him. This creates depth also!
Notice how his left arm covers his right shoulder.
Notice if you drew a line straight down from the butt
of the club it would fall to his right heel; that is depth.
Observe his hip turn. Notice a stable centered turn
and no sway. Copy this. Yes it does feel low.
Photo 3: Look how low and deep Fowler is. This
is serious coil, like a spring ready to unleash.
Do the station, get deep, centered pivot turn,
no sway, no lift, do wall drill, give me a call!
Jeff Coston is a 21-time Pacific Northwest Section
Player of the Year. Jeff is 2017 Teacher of the Year. He
can be reached for appointment by calling 360 201 4590.
See jeffcoston.com.

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: It’s time to work on a
backswing that will provide good results
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I would like to focus this month on the
backswing. The backswing has two main
purposes: 1) to accumulate power by
turning, coiling and hinging. 2) to put us
in position to make a proper on plane and
direct path/approach to the golf ball.
Photo #2

Photo #1

Photo #3

Lake Chelan Golf Course

Rentals Available
Full Service Restaurant
For Tee Times Call 800-246-5361

www.LakeChelanGolf.com
www.LakeChelanGolf.com
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Russ
Wing

Rules of the Game: New rules could help
attract new players to the game of golf

In early March, the USGA and R&A announced
the final changes to the Rules of Golf that will go
into effect on January 1, 2019. A year earlier, they
had announced a series of proposed changes to
the Rules and solicited feedback. In general, most
(but not all) of the proposed changes have become
final changes. Readers are encouraged to visit the

USGA web site and check out the new Rules.
The overall scope of the changes is huge in
the context of Rules changes over the last few decades, where most changes were very incremental.
I think the USGA and R&A have gone a long way
toward achieving their goal of making the Rules
easier to understand and apply, thus reducing one
of the barriers to attracting new golfers needed to
grow the game.
One of the areas of the Rules ignored when
the proposed changes were announced last year
was Rule 27 - Ball Lost or Out of Bounds. Many
Rules Officials thought that a change to that Rule
should have been included in this comprehensive
overhaul. Why? Because many golfers don’t hit
provisional balls when they should, and then if their
ball is lost or OB they don’t go back to play their
next stroke from where the original ball was last
played (because it disrupts the flow of play and
takes too long). Instead, they just drop a ball and
play it. These same golfers then conveniently forget

to add a 2-stroke penalty for playing from a wrong
place.
Recognizing this, the governing bodies developed an Optional Local Rule that allows a player
to drop a ball under penalty of 2-strokes and then
continue to “move forward”. This Optional Local
Rule is described in the exhibit that accompanies
this article.
The exhibit does a good job of illustrating how it
will work, even though it is somewhat complicated.
As with other Optional Local Rules, it will require the
Committee to put it into effect in order for players
to be able use it.
This new Optional Local Rule is not intended
for “higher levels of play”, where players will still
be required to “go back” or play their provisional
ball. Instead, it is intended to speed up play at the
local or club level by not requiring players to “go
back”.
All in, I like this change to the Rules, and I’m
looking forward to 2019.

Golf’s new rules: Stroke and Distance
An alternative to stroke-and-distance relief for a ball that is lost outside a penalty area or out of bounds. Starting January 1, 2019
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