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Southwest Washington:
Plenty to like in the area
Looking for a golf trip that is a short drive away and
offers some great golf and other activities, look no further
than the Southwest Washington area and places like Carson
Hot Springs with its Elk Ridge Golf Course (right). There are
several high-caliber public courses as well as two resorts.
Please see inside this section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF
USGA, Royal & Ancient
unveil new rules of golf
The United States Golf Association and The
Royal & Ancient have unveiled the new Rules of
Golf, to be implemented January 1, 2019.
The USGA and R&A finalized golf’s new
Rules this month after an extensive review that
included a request for feedback from the global
golf community on the proposed changes. Golfers can now access the official 2019 Rules of
Golf by visiting RandA.org or usga.org/rules.
The process to modernize the Rules began
in 2012 and was initiated to ensure that the
Rules are easier to understand and apply for all
golfers and to make the game more attractive
and accessible for newcomers.
While the majority of proposed Rules remain
intact in the final version, several important
changes to the initial proposals and further
clarification of many Rules were incorporated.
Significant adjustments were made following
review of the feedback received from golfers
around the world include.
“We’re thankful for the golfers, administrators and everyone in the game who took the time
to provide us with great insight and thoughtful
feedback,” said Thomas Pagel, USGA Senior
Director of Rules & Amateur Status. “We
couldn’t be more excited to introduce the new
Rules ahead of the education process and their
implementation.”

Northwest native
Big Momma Carner
headlines Legends
Pacific Northwest native and LPGA hall of
fame member Big Momma JoAnne Carner will
headline the Suquamish Clearwater Legends Cup
June 8-10 at White Horse Golf Club in Kingston.
Carner is a 43-time winner on the LPGA Tour and
will be one of the star attractions when the LPGA
Legends Tour rolls into the Pacific Northwest in
early June. For more on Carner and the tournament, see inside this section.

Northwest native and LPGA legend JoAnne Carner (left) visits with some Symetra Tour players.

Kapalua Resort: Anytime is the right time to visit

The United States Golf Association (USGA)
announced a revised playoff format for all four of its
Open Championships – the U.S. Open, U.S. Women’s
Open, U.S. Senior Open and U.S. Senior Women’s
Open. Each championship will implement a two-hole
aggregate playoff in the event of a tie at the end of 72
holes of stroke play, effective with the 2018 season.
In all four USGA Open Championships, the
two-hole aggregate playoff will be used to break any
ties after 72 holes of stroke-play competition. If the
playoff results in a tie, the tied players would immediately continue to play off hole-by-hole (sudden-death
format) until the champion is determined.
 	 In its 117-year history, the U.S. Open has had 33
playoffs that have employed 18- and 36-hole formats.
There have been 12 playoffs in U.S. Women’s Open
history. A three-hole playoff was held for the first
time in 2011. The U.S. Senior Open, which held a
three-hole playoff for the first time in 2002, has had
six playoffs in its championship history.
 	 Online entry applications for 2018 USGA Open
Championships began in March.

Central Oregon Shootout:
Two-player event in April
If you want to get your 2018 tournament
calendar cranked up, then look no further than
the Central Oregon Shootout, one of the top
amateur tournaments in the Pacific Northwest
every year.
The event is held at Aspen Lakes, Black
Butte Ranch Resort and Eagle Crest Resort.
There are three different formats held over three
days for two-player teams.
The tournament is set for April 27-29 (Friday
through Sunday) using all three of these awardwinning golf courses.
The tournament started in 2003 and has been
going strong since Day One. Payouts total more
than $20,000 for over six flights. Women only
and mixed teams are also welcome in addition
to men and senior divisions.
With a limit of 150 two-player teams it’s
important to sign up early. The formats for the
tournament call for a scramble, best ball and
chapman.
There will be a kickoff party for the tournament at Aspen Lakes’ Brand 33 Restaurant.
Registration is $625 per team and spring time
in Central Oregon is always the right time.
For more info see www.aspenlakes.com.

Rules Quiz
A player signs and returns their scorecard with a 4 marked on hole #7 when in
fact the player took a 6 on hole #7. The
player did not know he was not allowed to
remove loose impediments from bunkers
when their ball was in the bunker. What is
the ruling? See Page 2 for the answer.

USGA will debut
revised playoff
formats for all of
its championships

Anytime is a great time to visit the Hawaiian Islands and places like Kapalua
Resort (above) on the island of Maui. This world class resort is host to the
PGA Tour’s Sentry Tournament of Champions. See inside for more.

Woodburn Estates and
Golf offers the right
kind of place to retire
If you love golf and are ready to enjoy the
retired life, then look no further than Woodburn
Estates and Golf - just south of Portland. Formerly
called Woodburn Senior Estates, the development has an 18-hole hole course and 1,500 individually owned single story homes. For more on
Woodburn Estates, please see inside.

2018 USGA Open Championship Schedule
• May 31-June 3: 73rd U.S. Women’s Open,
Shoal Creek, Shoal Creek, Ala.
•  June 14-17 : 118th U.S. Open, Shinnecock Hills
Golf Club, Southampton, N.Y.
• June 28-July 1: 39th U.S. Senior Open, The
Broadmoor, Colorado Springs, Colo.
• July 12-15: Inaugural U.S. Senior Women’s
Open, Chicago Golf Club, Wheaton, Ill.
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Doug Campbell could see the talent in his son
Kelly at a young age. The smooth swing. The competitive edge. The low scores. Campbell knows of
what he sees and speaks. He was the long-time
head professional at Auburn Golf Course and
played on the PGA Tour for three years, finishing
as high as a tie for sixth at the Disney event.
Campbell knew his son had the knack. As he
grew up, he won junior events, qualified for the
Washington High School State Golf Championships all four years and had scholarship offers from
some Division 1 schools, before settling on South
Mountain College in Phoenix.
Kelly Campbell’s game got better and now, at
age 24, he has his eyes on the big prize - a spot
on the PGA Tour.
He knows it will take work. And Kelly is willing
to put in the effort. Doug knows that reaching
golf’s mountaintop needs work, some luck and
the chance to play well at the right time. The family bought a house in Arizona to help Kelly get the
year-round practice he needs. He works on the
outside services crew at The Raven Golf Club in
Phoenix, giving him a chance to practice on the
range and the golf course.
In fact, Doug also works at the course as a
marshall giving him a chance to spend more time
with Kelly to work on his game.
Kelly Campbell turned pro in 2016 and has
played some mini tour events, tried to qualify for
the Waste Management Open in Phoenix and has
tried to qualify for some Web.com events.
He has hope. He watched as Rick Lamb got in
as Monday qualifier into a Web.com event in 2017
wehre he won the tournament and now plays on
the PGA Tour.
“I know I can make it - but there are so many
good players out there I need to be at the top of
my game,” said Kelly. “I just need to get that one
break. Get through a Monday qualifier and show
what I can do.”
Campbell will play in some Monday qualifiers
on the Web.com Tour, will tee it up in some state

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Dreaming of the PGA Tour: Northwest
golfer working his way toward his dream

championships and hopefully will be able to save
enough to try the PGA Tour Q School. It’s a grind,
and will continue to be a grind until he makes the big
show. Meanwhile, he will work his outside services
job, practice at the range and hope for the best.
“He has the game to get there,” said Doug.
“He just needs to have the right round at the right
time. But he can do it. I know he can.”
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Rules Answer
• Answer: Effective January 1, 2018. If a
player returns a scorecard with a score lower
than actually taken and the sole reason for the
lower score was he did not include a penalty he
did not know he had incurred the penalty applied
is 2 strokes. The penalty applied is the penalty
for the breach of the Rule. This is provided the
new local rule is in effect which modifies the
exception to Rule 6-6d from 4 strokes to two
strokes.

• Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien
for his rules questions each month.
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Oregon’s Woodburn Estates & Golf: The best of retirement living in the NW

You’ve heard it before, 40 is the new 30
and 50 is the new 40. The fact is our aging
population is producing a healthier group of
retirees that want to remain active creating a
demand for 55+ communities. For golfers, that
means finding a 55+ community with a good
golf course.
Golfers, who want to live in an active, affordable golf-centric community in the Northwest,
need look no further than Woodburn Estates
& Golf in Woodburn, Oregon (formerly called
Senior Estates). Located on the I-5 corridor
just 10 minutes North of Salem and about 30
minutes South of Portland nestled in the beautiful Willamette Valley between the Cascade
and Coastal Mountain Range, this planned
community has over 1,500 individually owned
single story homes with an impressive 18-hole
golf course that is billed as the “Toughest 5400

yards in Oregon.”
The first nine holes opened in 1961 and the
second was added in 1969 with bent grass
greens and fairways. The course is open year
round with a pro shop that is being revamped
with new clothing and equipment.
In 2012 a new state of the state of the
art, computer controlled $1,000,000 irrigation
system was installed to maintain fairways and
greens in pristine condition for year around play.
Woodburn Estates & Golf is all about upgrades
to enhance your golfing enjoyment. In the past
year new forward tees were added to make
play enjoyable for all skill levels, a $295,000
tree project was started to remove and replace
trees, which were beyond their useful life and
a $230,000 project to improve cart paths was
undertaken. The turtle back greens can be set
to a slick 11.5 on the Stimpmeter.

There have been personnel changes starting
with recently hired former Torry Pines assistant
pro Jason Hoth as the head professional who
bringing a wealth of experience to the club.
Other amenities include a full-service restaurant (Country Cottage) that overlooks the golf
course, a fitness center, indoor heated pool,
spa, library, billiards, exercise classes, dances
and a 300-seat auditorium with a stage and
a full kitchen for events in the dining hall or
auditorium. Homeowners also have access to
secure on-site RV storage.
For those 50+ Woodburn Estates & Golf
offers several social and golf memberships for
area residents and I-5 commuters.
For more on Woodburn Estates & Golf or
to schedule a tour, please visit their website
at: woodburnestatesgolf.com or call the office
(503) 982-1776.

YOU MAY NOT BE A PROFESSIONAL,
BUT YOU CAN PRACTICE LIKE ONE!
Visit Premier Golf’s Driving Ranges for
Year-Round Practice
Interbay GC, Jackson Park GC, Jefferson Park GC,
Bellevue GC, and Lake Padden GC
Double Bucket Specials offered Monday - Friday
Multi-Bucket Range Cards and Gift Cards are Available
Visit our websites for details:
www.premiergc.com • www.bellevuepgc.com • www.lakepaddengolf.com
Interbay Golf Center - 2501 15th Ave W. Seattle, WA 98119
Jackson Park Golf Course - 1000 NE 135th Ave Seattle, WA 98125
Jefferson Park Golf Course - 4101 Beacon Ave S. Seattle, WA 98108
Bellevue Golf Course - 5500 140th Ave NE Bellevue, WA 98005
Lake Padden Golf Course - 4882 Samish Way Bellingham, WA 98229

www.PremierGolfCenters.com | 206-254-6545
RD
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10 IN
FREE
PLAY

$

YOUR
CHANCE AT
A MILLION!

ENJOY

Code: PUBIGFP418

Present this offer at
Players Club to redeem.

QUALIFIERS EVERY THURSDAY
& SELECT SATURDAYS IN APRIL

It’s all about yoU

FINALS: SATURDAY, APRIL 28

Play TournEvent of Champions® at Muckleshoot Casino!
Register for FREE using your Players Club card for
qualifying rounds. Tournaments begin one hour after
registration with additional sessions every ten minutes.
Top players will receive a golden ticket to advance to the finale
on Saturday, April 28 where two lucky guests will win a 4-night
trip to Las Vegas to compete for ONE MILLION DOLLARS in the
TournEvent of Champions® National Championship!

Limit one Free Play redemption per guest per month. Not
to be combined with other publications, promotional
offerings and holidays. Must be or become a Players
Club member to participate. Membership is free! Offer
expires April 30, 2018. Free Play may not be available on
all machines. For Free Play limitations, rules and details,
see Players Club. Promotions are subject to change
without notice. Management reserves all rights.

Visit muckleshootcasino.com for details.

JOIN
THE
CLUB.

THE BIGGEST & BEST IN THE NORTHWEST

Promotions are subject to change without notice. Must be a Players Club member to participate.
Management reserves all rights.

IT’S FREE!
It’s all about yoU
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USGA and Royal & Ancient announce new
World Handicap System for consistenecy

The USGA and The R&A announce key features
of the proposed new World Handicap System (WHS),
designed to provide all golfers with a consistent measure of playing ability globally.   
The idea for a new, unified system was conceived by
the USGA and The R&A and developed following an
extensive review of systems administered by six existing handicapping authorities: Golf Australia, the Council of National Golf Unions (CONGU) in Great Britain
and Ireland, the European Golf Association (EGA), the
South African Golf Association (SAGA), the Argentine
Golf Association (AAG) and the USGA.
 	 The new system will feature the following:
 	 • Flexibility in formats of play, allowing both competitive and recreational rounds to count for handicap
purposes and ensuring that a golfer’s handicap is more  
reflective of potential ability.
• A minimal number of scores needed to obtain a
new handicap; a recommendation that the number of
scores needed to obtain a new handicap be 54 holes
from any combination of 18-hole and 9-hole rounds,
but with some discretion available for handicapping
authorities or national associations to set a different
minimum within their own jurisdiction.
• A consistent handicap that is portable from course
to course and country to country through worldwide
use of the USGA Course and Slope Rating System,
already successfully used in more than 80 countries.
• An average-based calculation of a handicap,
taken from the best eight out of the last 20 scores and
factoring in memory of demonstrated ability for better
responsiveness and control.
• A calculation that considers the impact that abnormal course and weather conditions might have on
a player’s performance each day.  
• Daily handicap revisions, taking account of the
course and weather conditions calculation.
• A limit of Net Double Bogey on the maximum
hole score (for handicapping purposes only).

• A maximum handicap limit of 54.0, regardless
of gender, to encourage more golfers to measure and
track their performance to increase their enjoyment of
the game .
The tenets of the new system focus on three main
objectives: to encourage as many golfers as possible
to obtain and maintain a handicap; to enable golfers of
differing abilities, genders and nationalities to transport
their handicap to any course globally and compete on a
fair and equitable basis; and to indicate with sufficient
accuracy the score a golfer is reasonably capable of
achieving on any course around the world, playing
under normal conditions.

Registration open for OGA events

The Oregon Golf Association announced the finalized OGA Championships schedule for 2018, with
14 events being held in Oregon between April and
October.
 	 Registration for 2018 OGA Championships began
Feb. 23rd. The one exception includes the 74th OGA
Tournament of Champions, held April 7-8 at The
Reserve Vineyards and Golf Club – South Course in
Aloha, Ore. Registration has already begun with past
club champions for that specific event.
 	 Highlights of this year’s schedule include seven
championships being held in Central Oregon – including the region’s pinnacle amateur golf event, the
109th Oregon Amateur Championship, which will be
held June 18-23, 2018 at Bend Golf & Country Club
in Bend, Ore. As with 2017, the 35th Oregon Senior
Women’s Amateur Championship will be held concurrently with the Oregon Amateur.
 	 Last year, Gigi Stoll (Tigard, Ore.), a current junior
at the University of Arizona, won her third Oregon
Women’s Amateur title. UCLA junior Cole Madey
(West Linn, Ore.) won his first Oregon Amateur title
in 2017, which was at his home course, The Oregon
Golf Club in West Linn. Lara Tennant (Portland, Ore.)

earned the victory in her first Oregon Senior Women’s
Amateur Championship.

Washington juniors at Drive, Chip, Putt

There will be four junior players from the Pacific
Northwest taking place at the national Drive, Chip
and Putt championship, which will be held at Augusta
National right before the Masters.
Taighan Chea (7-9 division) from Bothell, Wash.,
Zach Huang (10-11 division) from, Sammamish,
Wash., Conrad Chisman (12-13 division) from Stanwood, Wash. and Kelsey Maralock (12-13 division)
from Snoqualmie, Wash.
A total of 80 junior golfers representing 30 states
and one Canadian Province earned invitations to the
national championship for the Drive, Chip and Putt,
the fifth time event has been held.

Imlay to head OGA Junior program

Shanda Imlay has been named the new Director
of Oregon Junior Golf, announced by Oregon Golf
Association CEO Barb Trammell.
Imlay, has been a PGA Professional for over 35
years and is co-owner of FUNdaMental Golf & Learning Center in Oregon City.
A graduate of the University of Montana, Imlay
began her career in 1978 as the Assistant PGA Professional at Missoula Country Club in Missoula, Mont. In
1982, she became the first woman elected to membership in the Pacific Northwest Section of the PGA. Imlay
has also worked as the Head PGA Golf Professional
at Larchmont Golf Course in Missoula, as well as on
the Professional staffs at Illahe Hills Country Club in
Salem, Ore. and The Oregon Golf Club in West Linn,
Ore. Imlay has been the co-owner of FUNdaMental
Golf & Learning Center for the past 16 years, while also
serving as a volunteer for the Oregon Golf Association,
and Oregon Junior Golf.
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Drive, Chip & Putt set
for Northwest qualifiers
The United States Golf Association, Masters
Tournament and PGA of America have officially
launched the sixth year of the Drive, Chip & Putt
Championship by announcing 2018 qualifiers:
• High Cedars Golf Club–Sunday, June 10, 2018
• Mount Si Golf Course–Sunday, July 1, 2018
• The Creek at Qualchan –Sunday, July 8, 2018
• Pasco Golfland –Wednesday July, 18, 2018
• Trophy Lake Golf –Sunday, July 22, 2018
• Lake Padden GC –Tuesday, July 24, 2018
• Meridian Valley CC–Thursday, July 26, 2018

Virgie Robinson tourney set for April 21

In April there is a golf tournament in the Tri-Cities
that may appear, on the surface, to be just another tournament amongst so many, but the significance of this
event is much more. It’s called the 6th Annual Virgie
Robinson Scholarship Charity Spring Golf Classic and
it takes place on April 21 at Sun Willows Golf Course..
Virgie Mary Chambers was born to sharecroppers in
1919 and never graduated from high school, not uncommon in those years. She married Richard Robinson in
Tacoma in 1945 and moved to Pasco in 1947. While in
Pasco Virgie got her GED and attended Columbia Basin
College. It was at this time that she became a strong
supporter of education and started to make a difference
in the lives of many children and their families in the
area.
To commemorate Virgie’s many achievements her
son Rickie Robinson and his sisters, in partnership with
a local radio station, created a scholarship fund in her
name with the aim toward providing scholarships to
Pasco students who have attended her namesake school.
In 2015 five former Virgie Robinson Elementary
School students received $1,000 scholarships. Past winners have attended Columbia Basin College, Central
Wash. University and the University of Washington.
Cost is $100 per player with chances to win
$1,000,000 and much more. To be a part of this important event please visit www.vmrscholarships.org.
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Destination: Kapalua Resort
offers something for everyone
If you think there is a certain time of year
that Hawaii makes for a good golf vacation,
think again. At resorts like Kapalua in the island
of Maui, anytime of year is the right time for a
Hawaiian golf vacation.
At Kapalua there is a little of something for
everyone. There is the championship golf, the
tennis facility, hiking trails, two miles of zip lines
and the state’s longest suspension bridge. There
is Spa Montage with its 30,000 square feet of
pampering. There are the beaches, the restaurants
and the award-winning lodging.
Nestled in one of Hawaii’s largest nature
preserves, the resort features a necklace of stunning white sand beaches, two marine sanctuaries, award-winning accommodations, premier
real estate, and two legendary world-class golf
courses. What more could you possibly want?
Most people head to Hawaii for the terrific
winter weather, but it doesn’t matter when you
go, the weather is good year round.
Kapalua Resort has won several prestigious
awards through the years and is continually
ranked amongst the top resorts in Hawaii and
the resort is among the top 10 in the country.
The Plantation course has been ranked among
the top 100 courses in America and the best golf
course in Hawaii.
While the Plantation course gets most of the
media attention, the Bay course is also among the
best around and its fifth hole is a piece of beauty
that must be played to be believed.
Every year the PGA Tour’s Sentry Tournament of Champions takes place on the Plantation
Course in late January and is on just about anyone’s golf bucket list. The course was designed
on a grand scale in keeping with its location on
the slopes of the West Maui Mountains and offers
dramatic ocean views from virtually every hole

on Kapalua’s Plantation Course.
Even though the course offers a spectacular
golfing experience, it will undergo a multimillion dollar enhancement project aimed at
refining and revitalizing the 27-year-old golf
course. On-course work is expected to begin in
February of 2019 and be completed in November
2019.
Bill Coore and Ben Crenshaw, the original
Plantation Course design team, will assist with
the extensive course refinement project. In addition, Troon’s Design/Development/Agronomy
team, as well as longtime Maui resident and Golf
Channel personality Mark Rolfing, will work on
the project.
Enhancements will include: resurfacing all
greens with Tif Eagle Bermuda; renovating
every bunker on the golf course; and re-grassing
tees, fairways and roughs with state-of-the-art
Celebration Bermuda turf. New tee complexes
will also be added, including additional forward
tees to help increase guest enjoyment and several
new tournament tees will be built on key holes to
further test the world’s best PGA Tour professionals during the Sentry Tournament of Champions.
The Plantation course is lengthy at 7,411 yards
and challenges the pros but it’s wide fairways
and generous greens make it very playable for
the average golfer.
The Bay Course opened in 1975 and in that
time has hosted over 20 major professional tournaments - the most of any neighbor island course
in the state of Hawaii. From the first live primetime televised event in golf at the 1983 Kapalua
International to the Kapalua LPGA classic some
25 years later.
For more on what the Kapalua Resort has to
offer, see www.kapalua.com.
Anytime is the right time to visit Hawaii.
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Kapalua’s Bay course is one of two championship courses at the resort with terrific views and more.
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Get ready for it: New rules of golf Carner returns home to headline
will be in place for the 2019 season LPGA Legends at White Horse
The USGA and The R&A have unveiled the new
Rules of Golf, to be implemented January 1, 2019.
The USGA and The R&A finalized golf’s new Rules
this month after an extensive review that included a
request for feedback from the global golf community
on the proposed changes. Golfers can now access the
official 2019 Rules of Golf by visiting RandA.org or
usga.org/rules.
The process to modernize the Rules began in 2012
and was initiated to ensure that the Rules are easier to
understand and apply for all golfers and to make the
game more attractive and accessible for newcomers.
While the majority of proposed Rules remain intact
in the final version, several important changes to the
initial proposals and further clarification of many Rules
were incorporated. The most significant adjustments
made following review of the feedback received from
golfers around the world include:
• Dropping procedure: When taking relief (from
an abnormal course condition or penalty area, for example), golfers will now drop from knee height. This
will ensure consistency and simplicity in the dropping
process while also preserving the randomness of the
drop. (Key change: the proposed Rules released in 2017
suggested dropping from any height).
 	 • Measuring in taking relief: The golfer’s relief area
will be measured by using the longest club in his/her
bag (other than a putter) to measure one club-length or
two club-lengths, depending on the situation, providing a consistent process for golfers to establish his/her
relief area. (Key change: the proposed Rules released
in 2017 suggested a 20-inch or 80-inch standard measurement).
 	 • Removing the penalty for a double hit: The penalty
stroke for accidentally striking the ball more than once
in the course of a stroke has been removed. Golfers
will simply count the one stroke they made to strike
the ball. (Key change: the proposed Rules released in
2017 retained the existing one-stroke penalty).
 	 • Balls Lost or Out of Bounds: Alternative to Stroke

The process to modernize the
Rules began in 2012 and was initiated to ensure that the Rules are
easier to understand and apply for
all golfers and to make the game
more attractive and accessible for
newcomers.
and Distance: A new Local Rule will now be available
in January 2019, permitting committees to allow golfers the option to drop the ball in the vicinity of where
the ball is lost or out of bounds (including the nearest
fairway area), under a two-stroke penalty. It addresses
concerns raised at the club level about the negative
impact on pace of play when a player is required to go
back under stroke and distance. The Local Rule is not
intended for higher levels of play, such as professional
or elite level competitions. (Key change: this is a new
addition to support pace of play)
“We’re thankful for the golfers, administrators and
everyone in the game who took the time to provide
us with great insight and thoughtful feedback,” said
Thomas Pagel, USGA Senior Director of Rules & Amateur Status. “We couldn’t be more excited to introduce
the new Rules ahead of the education process and their
implementation.”
David Rickman, Executive Director – Governance
at The R&A, said, “We are pleased to be introducing
the new Rules of Golf after a collaborative and wideranging review process which has embraced the views
of golfers, Rules experts and administrators worldwide.
We believe that the new Rules are more in tune with
what golfers would like and are easier to understand
and apply for everyone who enjoys playing this great
game.”

LPGA and World Golf Hall of Fame member
JoAnne Carner is eager to compete on home turf
this summer when The Legends Tour heads to the
Pacific Northwest.
A native of Kirkland, Wash., a suburb east of
Seattle, Carner plans to be in the field when the
Legends Tour stages the Suquamish Clearwater
Legends Cup presented by Boeing. The event is
set for June 8-10, at the White Horse Golf Club.
“I was thrilled when I got the invitation,” said
Carner, who won 43 LPGA tournaments, including the LPGA’s 1985 Safeco Classic at home in
Washington. “The courses in Seattle are so pretty
and tree-lined with rolling hills, and everything is
so lush and green. At that time of year, we should
have beautiful weather.”
Blessed with longevity in an LPGA career
that spanned from 1970-2005, Carner became the
oldest player to make an LPGA Tour tournament
cut at age 65 in 2004. Now based in south Florida,
she keeps her game sharp with regular matches
against fellow World Golf Hall of Famer, Canadian
Marlene Stewart Streit, who winters in Florida.
Carner underwent a successful hip replacement
in March 2017 and has focused on her recovery
with stretching and rehab. She returned home to
Greater Seattle for several weeks in March this
year to assist with family illnesses and has been
mowing just over 18 acres of grass at her sister’s
former horse farm during her visit.
“I’ve done a little walking out on the farm, but
I’ve got to figure out how to walk five miles each
day,” Carner said. “I’ve been riding that golf cart
back in Florida for too long.”
Carner, who turns 79 in April, can still shoot
her age -- “easily,” she says – and plans to compete
in the United States Golf Association’s inaugural
U.S. Senior Women’s Open, set for July 12-15.
“I’ve lost some length off the tee, which is

JoAnne Carner
aggravating, but it’s still fun to compete and I can
still knock in a four-footer for a little money,” added
Carner with a chuckle. In addition, Carner is looking
forward to playing White Horse Golf Club for the
first time.
“I hear it’s a great course and I know it will be
beautiful for us,” she said. “All the big fir trees
in Seattle are a lot different than the palm trees in
Florida.”
A field of 30 Legends, including LPGA and World
Golf Hall of Fame members Pat Bradley, Betsy King
and Hollis Stacy, will compete for $175,000 in the
event. The tournament pro-am is set for Friday, June
8, followed by the 36-hole professional competition
on Saturday and Sunday, June 9-10. For event details
and to purchase tickets on-line, visit www.ClearwaterLegendsCup.com.
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Black, Faller capture crown at
Northwest Pro-Assistant event
Rainier Golf and Country Club head professional Darren Black and his assistant Brad
Faller won the Pacific Northwest Pro-Assistant
Championship at Willamette Valley Club.
The duo from Rainier Golf and Country Club
won by four strokes over The Home Course team
led by PGA Director of Golf Justin Gravatt and
his assistant Shane Prante plus a second team
from Rainier G&CC with Darren Black and his
Assistant Professional Brandon Mohl.

final round, each pairings group will feature
one LPGA legend and two juniors. Juniors will
compete for the stroke-play title and participate
in a fun competition among pairings groups in a
best-ball format with the legends.
 	 Forty-eight of the top junior girls in the world
earned entry into the ANA Junior Inspiration,
an official AJGA Invitational. Juniors, such as
Ferreira, qualified through the “ANA Priority
Mileage” point system.

Washington Junior receives invite

Boeing works with Legends event

The ANA Junior Inspiration announced
Montgomery Ferreira of University Place, Washington, as the Seattle Gateway City Qualifier
and in her honor ANA’s Gateway City Grant has
donated $5,000 to the Washington Junior Golf
Association (WJGA).
 	 The ANA Junior Inspiration, a partnership
between the American Junior Golf Association
(AJGA) and All Nippon Airways (ANA), was
held March 22-25, at Mission Hills Country
Club in Rancho Mirage, California. The AJGA
invitation-only field will be tested for 36 holes
on the Pete Dye Challenge Course before playing the final round on the Dinah Shore Tournament Course with LPGA Legends. During the

Did you know….
• In the Casual Golf Days events organized and administered by the WSGA, 100 percent
of the event’s proceeds go to the
host course, as a way of helping
to bring people, revenue and
rounds of golf to area courses.
Casual Golf Days are another
member benefit of the WSGA,
enabling golfers to play the region’s premier golf courses.

The Boeing Company has committed to serve
as the presenting sponsor of the Legends Tour’s
Suquamish Clearwater Legends Cup this summer.
The event will be held June 8-10 at White
Horse Golf Club in Kingston. The tournament
pro-am is set for Friday June 8 followed by a
36-hole professional tournament on Saturday
and Sunday June 9-10.
A field of 30 legends including LPGA and
World Golf Hall of Fame members JoAnne
Carner, Pat Bradley and Betsy King will compete
for $175,000 in the event.
The tournament will be a homecoming for
Carner, a Washington native.
• As part of a growing member benefit list, Oregon Golf
Association members have
access to local employee
stores in the Portland
metro areas. Exclusive
invitations are available at
certain times throughout
the year. Make sure your
OGA membership is active
at OGA.org/membership.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties

PGA Tour
• Kevin Chappell • Kirkland • 41st on the list with $1,050,511
• Ben Crane • Portland • 183rd on the list with $91,367
• Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 148th on the list with $208,246
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 126th on the list with $305,827
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • No events
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 50th on the list with $867,650
• Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • 99th on the list with $465,233
• Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • 134th on the list with $265,526
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 31st on the list with $1,253,894
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 91st on the list with $531,637
• Aaron Wise • 99th on the list with $465,233
• Andrew Yun • Tacoma • No events
		
Web.com Tour
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 156th on the list with $1,519
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • No events
• Scott Harrington • Portland • 78th on the list with $13,135
• Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • 159th on the list with $1,476
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 69th on the list with $16,207
• Michael Putnam, • Tacoma • No events
Champions Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 50th on the list with $70,000
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 101st on the list with $4,200
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 79th on the list with $13,960
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 20th on the list with $158,779
Mackenzie Tour (Canada)
(No events yet this year)
• Derek Barron • Puyallup •
• Chris Killmer • Bellingham •
• Richard Lee • Bellevue •
• Cory Pereira • Ex-UW •
• Chris Williams • Ex-UW •
LPGA Tour
• Sadena Parks • Tacoma • No Cuts Made
• Jing Yan • Ex-UW • 92nd on the list with $15,790
• Erynne Lee • Silverdale • 45th on the list with $53,122
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
• Mallory Kent • Seattle • No Events
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • No Events
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Pacific Northwest will host several
qualifiers for the 2018 U.S. Open
The Pacific Northwest will host several regional
qualifying sites for the 2018 U.S. Open, which will be
held June 14-17 at Shinnecock Hills in Southhampton,
New York. It will be the fifth U.S. Open at Shinnecock
Hills. In addition, a Northwest club will also be the
site for one of the 12 sectional qualifiers for the U.S.
Open.
Four Northwest courses will host the first round of
qualifiers for the U.S. Open. Ridgecrest Golf Club in
Nampa, Idaho will host May 7 as will Riverside Golf
and Country Club in Portland and Meridian Valley
Country Club in Kent. Wine Valley in Walla Walla will
have a qualifier on May 10.
The Portland Golf Club will serve as the host site
for one of 12 sectional qualifiers on Monday June 4.
Sectional qualifying, conducted over 36 holes, will be
held on Monday, June 4, at 10 sites in the U.S. For the
14th consecutive year, Japan and England will host
international sectional qualifying, scheduled for May
21 and June 4, respectively.
Portland (Ore.) Golf Club will host U.S. Open sectional qualifying for the first time since 1998. The club
has hosted three USGA championships, including the
1982 U.S. Senior Open. Shadow Hawk Golf Club, in
Richmond, Texas, will host a sectional qualifier for the
first time since 2008. The club has hosted two USGA
championships.
 	 Last year, 9,485 applications were taken from players to try and qualify for the U.S. Open. Players must
have a handicap of 1.4 or less to get into the qualifying
tournaments. Last year, 21 players advanced through
qualifying to reach the U.S. Open, which was held at
Erin Hills in Wisconsin.
Ken Venturi (1964) and Orville Moody (1969) are
the only players to win the U.S. Open after qualifying
through both local and sectional play. Gene Littler
(1961), Julius Boros (1963), Jerry Pate (1976), Steve
Jones (1996), Michael Campbell (2005) and Lucas
Glover (2009) have won as sectional qualifiers.
Online entry applications for the 2018 U.S. Open

Portland Golf Club will host a sectional qualifier.
are scheduled to be available at https://champs.usga.
org/index.html with the deadline April 25.

Northwest U.S. Open Qualifiers

• Monday, May 7: Ridgecrest Golf Club, Nampa,
Idaho
• Monday, May 7: Riverside Golf and Country
Club, Portland
• Monday, May 7: Meridian Valley Country Club,
Kent.
• Tuesday, May 10: Wine Valley Golf Club, Walla
Walla.
• Sectional Qualifier: Monday, June 4 at Portland
Golf Club. (36 holes).
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April marks the beginning of the golf season for many golfers. We know it is important
to begin a new season with a vision and goals
to improve in 2018.
If we keep going about our game as in the
past, more than likely we will get the same
results and improve very little.
I would encourage a couple drills to improve the path of our downswing. These
swing enhancing drills will get golfers on a
better path/swing plane through the hitting
zone.
Place two driver shafts together even
with right shoulder. This is called an anti-lift
pole. (Photo 1) The anti-lift pole produces so
many great things! It enhances depth to the
backswing; turn rather than lift and shallowing
of the downswing.
Next, place an impact bag where the golf
ball would be with a shaft behind it. (Photo 1)
The drill is to spin the bag to the right of the
pole. Most would swing to steep and spin
the bag to the left. Spinning the bag left I’d
be “over the top” of the plane.
To shallow the downswing on a proper
plane, drive the butt of the club to the right
keeping your shoulders closed and your back
to the target. (Photo 2) Spin the bag to the
right of the pole. Start the downswing with
your arms and hands. And then finish strong
with a good follow through (Photo 3)
You can do the drill at home or on the
range.
Jeff Coston is the Pacific Northwest Section
Teacher of the Year. He is a 21-time Player of the
Year. Jeff can be reached for appointment by calling Semiahmoo Resort at 360 201 4590. See jeff
coston.com for more.

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: If you are looking for
better results, change your practice plan

If we keep going about our
game as in the past, more than
likely we will get the same results and improve very little.

Photo #1

Photo #2

Photo #3
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Local golf travel group
celebrates 41 years

In 1977 Seattle residents Gene & Diane Slagle
used an airlines promotional incentive program (offering 1 free ticket to Hawaii for every 15 paying
passengers in a group) to begin National Golf Tours
(NGT). Up to 135 golfers attended each winter to
escape the cold weather conditions in the Pacific
Northwest.
Tour options grew in the late 80’to include fall
& summer golf vacations to other destinations in
the U.S.
Later NGT expanded their Golf Excursions to
Canada including Kelowna, Kamloops, Banff, Jasper
& Vancouver Isle British Columbia. In the province
of Alberta, the 2 scenic courses @ Kananaskis
became popular NGT summer venues in Canada.
In the early 2000s the name was changed to Puget
Sound Golf Association (PSGA) to offer Northwest
golfers a chance to play some of the local private
clubs.
For information about PSGA, please visit their
website at www.nationalgolftours.com.
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Russ
Wing

Rules of the Game: Make sure to read
the local rules before making a move

During this year’s Honda LPGA Thailand tournament, Lexi Thompson received a 2-stroke penalty
for moving a billboard out of her way on the 15th
hole. Why did she receive the penalty? Because
even though the billboard was movable, it had been
declared to be a temporary immovable obstruction
(TIO) by the Committee.
So what do the Rules say about this? The
exhibit accompanying this article shows excerpts
from the Definition of Obstructions and from the
TIO Local Rule. Note that the Committee is given
the authority by the Rules to define the status of the
billboard. In this case, they defined it to be a TIO.
Why? Probably because the billboard had been
carefully placed to provide advertising exposure
during TV broadcasts, and the Committee didn’t
want players to move it. By declaring the billboard
to be a TIO, the Committee gave players line of
play relief in addition to the lie, stance and area
of swing relief that is allowed by Rule 24-2 for an
immovable obstruction that is not temporary.
So why did Lexi and her caddy move the billboard instead of taking TIO relief from it? Probably
because they hadn’t read the Local Rules Sheet.
The Rules in effect for a golf tournament typically come in three parts – the Rules of Golf (the

Excerpts from the Definition of Obstructions
An “obstruction” is anything artificial...
An obstruction is a movable obstruction if it may be moved without unreasonable
effort, without unduly delaying play, and without causing damage. Otherwise, it is
an immovable obstruction.
Note: The Committee may make a Local Rule declaring a movable obstruction to
be an immovable obstruction.

Excerpts from the TIO Local Rule (App I-A-4b)
When temporary obstructions are installed on or adjoining the course, the Committee should define the status of such obstructions as movable, immovable, or
temporary immovable obstructions.
A temporary immovable obstruction (TIO) is a non-permanent artificial object that
is often erected in conjunction with competition and is fixed or not readily movable.
Examples of TIOs include, but are not limited to, tents, scoreboards, grandstands,
television towers, and lavatories.
Rules book), the Hard Card (the additional Rules
regularly in effect for events run by the sponsoring
organization, in this case the LPGA Tour), and the
Local Rules Sheet (prepared by the Committee and
otherwise known as the Notice to Competitors).
Rule 6-1 says that the player and her caddy
are responsible for knowing the Rules, and that
includes the Rules from the Hard Card and the
Local Rules Sheet. Lexi received the 2-stroke
penalty because she and her caddy didn’t know

that the billboard had been declared to be a TIO.
If they had read the Local Rules Sheet, they would
have known that.
For you the reader, when you play in tournaments, PLEASE read the Local Rules Sheet. If you
aren’t given a Local Rules Sheet, ask for one. Or
at least ask what if any Local Rules are in effect for
the event. Why? Because per Rule 6-1, you are
responsible for knowing the Rules, and you’ll pay
a price in penalty strokes for not knowing them.
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