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Pacific NW Golf Guide:
A look at everything golf
Information about everything golf related in the Pacific
Northwest can be found inside our 2017 Northwest Golf
Guide. We list all the courses (including Highlander pictured
right), the toughest courses, the courses that are friendly to
RV’s, a schedule of all the big events . . . . everything you
want to know is in there. Please see inside this section.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF
		

Score posting period will
start up again in March
Now that March is here, it is OK to post
those scores again that you shoot at golf courses
around the Pacific Northwest.
The dead period of reporting scores in the
Northwest is now over. You can again begin
posting scores for rounds played within the
boundaries of the WSGA and the OGA. Both
organizations do not take scores played during
the winter months at Northwest courses.
If you happened to play in an area of the
country (i.e. California, Arizona, etc…) that accepts year-round score posting, you must have
posted those scores. Please remember that the
preferred score posting procedure is to always
post your score, immediately after the round,
on the handicap computer at the club where the
round was played.
E-mail handicap reports are sent to golfers
on the 1st and 15th of every month throughout
the year. Each of these reports contains not only
your handicap report but also items of interest
for you.

Rules of golf might take on drastic
new changes for the 2020 season

Get ready for arguably the biggest shake up to
the Rules of Golf in generations.
The R&A and USGA are set to introduce a
plethora of revised rules that will come into effect
on Jan. 1, 2020. It will be an attempt to simplify
the code by which the game is played and has been
played.
David Rickman, the R&A’s executive director
of rules, addressed the European Tour’s players
during a meeting at the Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship, where he highlighted new innovations

being considered for the 2020 edition of the Rules of
Golf. Golfweek reports that among the revised rules
under consideration are: Reducing the search time
for lost balls from five minutes to three; allowing
players to repair spike marks on greens; allowing
players to drop a ball from any height when taking
relief rather than the current stipulation of shoulder
height; more of an emphasis on using red stakes for
water hazards while still allowing yellow stakes in
some cases; and eliminating the use of club lengths
for taking relief.

Among the revised rules under
consideration are: Reducing the
search time for lost balls from five
minutes to three; allowing players
to repair spike marks on greens;
allowing players to drop a ball
from any height when taking relief
rather than the current stipulation
of shoulder height; more of an
emphasis on using red stakes for
water hazards while still allowing
yellow stakes.

Spring training and golf are a perfect Arizona combination

Central Oregon Shootout
sets dates for 2017 event
The Central Oregon Shootout, a popular
two-player event at some of Central Oregon’s
top courses, will be played April 28-30.
The three-day event features three different
formats and three different golf courses. There
will be a variety of divisions and this is an event
that sells out so act fast.
The host courses include Aspen Lakes, Eagle
Crest and Black Butte Ranch. The formats for the
three days are scramble, best-ball and chapman.
Lunch and tee prizes are included as part of the
entry fee.
For more information about this year’s event,
call 541.549.4653

Shoot-Out at PGA West
is desert event getaway
If you have ever needed a reason to head to
the Palm Springs area, you have one now with
the 2017 Shoot-Out at PGA West, an event
hosted by Cascadia Events. The three-day tournament set for May 1-4 features golf at the area’s
top courses including PGA West and LaQuinta
Resort. In fact, PGA West is the where the PGA
Tour tees it up for the Career Builder Challenge.
The tournament features a best-ball format over
three days with $5,000 in cash and prizes. Rates
start at $675 and accommodation packages are
available.
Call 206.351.3704 for information.

Rules Quiz
You are playing the club’s fourball match
play event. Which of the following are a part
of your side?
Your partner.
Your caddie.
Your partner’s caddie.
You.
Please see the answer on Page 2.

Printed in U.S.A.

If you are looking to mix baseball and
golf then March in Arizona is just what
you have been looking for. The Seattle
Mariners and other Major League Baseball
teams hit the desert for spring training and
there might not be a better way to enjoy
your trip with some baseball and golf - at
places like Poston Butte (left) and Quintero (right).
For more, please see inside this section
of Inside Golf Newspaper.

Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club
is set to turn 50 years old this year

As Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club in Federal Way turns 50 years
old this year, the club plans different ways for golfers to see what the club
is all about with a variety of promotions.
Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club will be celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2017. During 2017, Twin Lakes could be returning to a strictly
private club. It will be offering affordable membership packages along with
a new Young Adult membership. Twin Lakes has a lot to offer - swimming
pool, fitness room, tennis court, great menu and a fun filled lounge to come
in for a cocktail along with 18 holes of scenic and tree lined golf.
There is plenty to like about Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club. And
with the club getting ready to celebrate its 50th anniversary, there might
be even more reasons to join. Call 253.838.0432 for more information.
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We had made this walk up the back stairs
of the bleachers of the 16th hole at the TPC
Scottsdale before. You know the hole. The
one at the Waste Management Open where
there are more than 16,000 fans lining this
short par-3 hole.
The first time we did the walk up the stairs,
we had no idea what we would see. We were
stunned. Now, two years later we made the
same walk and again, it’s amazing what greets
your eyes when you get to the top of the stairs
on the 16th hole.
There are people everywhere. There are
drunk people. There are people who won’t
shut up. There are people who boo every
shot, even the good ones. There are people
who scream at their favorite players. There
are people yelling for players to throw their
golf ball into the stands. There are people who
aren’t even golf fans, just there to take in the
big show.
Get the idea?
This is a golf party at its finest. On this
day, there were over 175,000 people on the
grounds at the TPC Scottsdale to watch Phil,
Jordan, Ricky and Bubba do their thing. They
were also there to be part of the viewing party
and madhouse that is the 16th hole.
As we found our seats, we quickly realized
we were out of place. Everyone around us
had a drink. Our friend Marv quickly made a
bee-line for the beverage shack to make sure
we were well equipped.
We hadn’t even sat down in the seats when
Marv reappeared with several beverages. Not
many people sit down in the bleacher seats
around the 18th hole. In fact, many people
don’t even watch the golf shots. They are
looking at the costumes (there was a guy in
a Big Bird outfit that day), taking a look at the
ladies in the crowd and doing their part to yell
at every golf shot that leaves the tee box on

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Waste Management Open: A week-long
party at the TPC Scottsdale in Phoenix

the 16th hole. It’s an awesome experience.
If you are a golf purist, don’t go. If you want
quiet, stay away. If you think you are going
to be able to enjoy a quiet experience for the
day, you are in the wrong place.

This is the Waste Management Open. The
place where typical golf rules don’t apply to
the fans. Not only are there thousands of
fans lining just the 16th hole, but the course
is jam-packed, all day, every day during the
week of the tournament.
I have some friends who would not be
caught near this tournament, being the golf
purists they are. I have others who say the
tournament is on their bucket list.
If you enjoy golf, a party atmosphere and
the chance to see the best players in the world
do their thing in front of a huge crowd, this is
your kind of place.
Steve Turcotte is the editor of Inside Golf
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@
comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
• Answer: You and your partner. It is often
misunderstood that caddies are not part of the
side. Stroke play or match play.

• Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien
for his rules questions each month.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• Inside Golf - March Issue 2017 •

• IN THE NEWS •

Flajole is named new tournament director
for Boeing Classic; event set for Aug. 25-27
Brian Flajole is the new tournament director
for The Boeing Classic, a major professional
golf event and annual philanthropic opportunity
for Virginia Mason Health System programs and
services. The Boeing Classic has raised more
than $6 million for Virginia Mason and other
local charities since its inception.
Flajole is a sports marketing executive with
more than 20 years of experience managing
award winning events in professional, college
and amateur sports.
“We are very excited that Brian has joined our
team,” said Jeanne Jachim, president, Virginia
Mason Foundation. “His background in managing high-profile golf tournaments and working in
a variety of roles with area sports teams is a great
match for leading The Boeing Classic event.”

Prior to joining Virginia Mason, he was vice
president of golf for Bruno Event Team in Sacramento. During seven years there, he managed
and produced several professional golf tournaments per year, including back-to-back U.S.
Open Championships – the 2015 Senior Open
and 2016 Women’s Open. His responsibilities
included overseeing fiscal management, business
development, operations, personnel management
and public relations.
Earlier in his career, Flajole was assistant
athletic director at the University of Washington
from 1989 to 1991; public relations and marketing director for the Tacoma Stars professional
indoor soccer team from 1983 to 1989; and public
relations assistant for the Seattle Seahawks from
1982 to 1983.

This year, The Boeing Classic, a Professional
Golf Association (PGA) Tour Champions event,
is scheduled Aug. 21-27 at The Club at Snoqualmie Ridge. The Boeing Company, Washington’s largest private employer, has been the title
sponsor of this tournament since it began in 2005.
Approximately half of Boeing’s global workforce
is in Washington and The Boeing Classic is part
of the company’s ongoing commitment to giving
back to the communities where its employees live
and work.
The Boeing Classic has been one of the most
popular stops on the Champions Tour since it
started. There will be a field of 81 players who
will play 54 holes at the Club at Snoqualmie
Ridge. The 2017 event has a total purse of $2.1
million.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• Page 3 •

The Boeing Classic is set for Aug. 25-27, 2017.
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Sahalee Players Championship will make its
return in July; USGA president is re-elected
Sahalee Country Club and the Pacific Northwest Golf Association (PNGA) are pleased to
announce the return of the Sahalee Players Championship on July 5-7, 2017. The championship
took a hiatus in 2016 while the club hosted the
2016 KPMG Women's PGA Championship, won
by Brooke Henderson in a playoff with Lydia
Ko.
The 23rd Sahalee Players Championship
(SPC) will be contested over 72 holes of stroke
play, and the invitational field will consist of the
top amateur golfers from around the world.
An 18-hole qualifier to fill the final three spots
in the field will be held June 26 at The Home
Course in DuPont, Wash. The qualifier will be
conducted by the PNGA.
The SPC has consistently been rated as an "A"
event in the World Amateur Golf Rankings and
has provided some of the world's best amateurs
an opportunity to showcase their talent in the
Pacific Northwest. Five of the previous 12 SPC
champions have gone on to win the Ben Hogan
Award, given to the nation's top collegiate golfer
and the list of previous SPC participants now
playing on the PGA Tour continues to grow each
year.
Past champions include a long list of great
players, including Ryan Moore (2004), Kyle
Stanley (2006), Daniel Summerhays, (2007),
Nick Taylor (2009), Peter Uihlein (2010), all
of whom have won on the PGA or European
tours. Most recently, Moore won his singles
match on the final day of the 2016 Ryder Cup to
clinch the victory for Team USA.

Add to your tournament in 2017

If you are looking to add to your tournament
planned for 2017, then Leaderboard Systems
might have an answer to up the ante.
Leaderboard Systems has some golf cannons

ready for action for a tournament which can
launch a ball up to 400 yards. The cannons can
be used for closest to the pin competitions on
par-4 holes or long drive on par-5 holes.
The golf cannons offer a chance to add to a
tournaments and are exciting for the players to
use. For information call 425.761.7369.

Oregon Evans Scholars win

The 65th annual Evans Scholars Winter Meeting, held at the Hyatt Regency Chicago, featured
addresses by the outgoing 15 Evans Scholars
chapter presidents and the results of the New
Scholar Academic Competition.
The Roland F. “Mac” McGuigan Academic
Trophy was awarded to the New Scholar class
from the University of Oregon for earning an
outstanding 3.6 cumulative GPA for the fall 2016
semester. The Oregon chapter is the Program’s
newest Evans Scholars chapter, with students
moving into their first Scholarship House in
Eugene this past fall.

USGA President Murphy re-elected

Diana M. Murphy of Sea Island, Ga., has been
elected to serve a second one-year term as the
64th president of the United States Golf Association. The election took place at the Association’s
Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C.
Murphy will continue to lead the 15-member
volunteer USGA Executive Committee, which
provides strategic direction and oversight to the
Association through its full-time staff, based in
Liberty Corner, N.J. Officers and members of
the committee were also elected at the Annual
Meeting.

Sahalee moves up in course rankings

Sahalee Country Club of Sammamish is

back on Golf Digest’s biennial list of the top
100 courses in the United States. Sahalee, site
of last year’s successful KPMG Women’s PGA
Championship, is ranked No. 98.
It was No. 108 in the previous ranking.
Washington courses making the magazine’s
second 100 are Chambers Bay in University
Place at 129 and Aldarra Golf Club in Sammamish at 153.
Oregon courses making the lists: 18, Pacific
Dunes, Bandon; 36, Bandon Dunes, Bandon;
47, Old Macdonald, Bandon; 70, Bandon Trails,
Bandon; 128, Eugene Country Club; 181, Pronghorn Club, Bend.
Idaho courses making the lists: 28, Gozzer
Ranch and Lake Club, Harrison; 84, The Golf
Club at Black Rock, Coeur d’Alene; 134, Huntsman Springs Golf Club, Driggs.

Jorgensen Golf is
set for 2017 tour

If you are a looking for some competitive
golf for the 2017 season, then the Jorgensen
Golf Tour just might have what you are looking for. The tour, put on by Jorgensen Golf
in Mukilteo, has tournaments every month
throughout the Pacific Northwest.
The tour has over 60 events a year, including
some months where there are as many as five
tournaments. The tour has been going since
1995 and has generated nearly $2 million in
green fees to NW courses and over $2 million
to tournament players.
In addition to having tournament every
week, the Jorgensen Golf Tour will travel to
Bandon in November for four days as well
as places like Gamble Sands and Wine Valley. 	
For more information see www.jorgensengolf.com.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Tacoma’s Andrew Putnam
wins second Web.com event
Tacoma native Andrew Putnam sank a 12-foot
birdie putt on the first playoff hole to beat Chris
Baker and win for the second time on the Web.
com Tour, taking the Panama Clark Championship in Panama City, Panama.
Putnam collected a first-place check of
$112,500 and moved into the top spot on the
money list on the Web.com Tour. Putnam finished
at 13-under 267 with Baker to set up the playoff
for the tournament.

1967, he was a Pacific Northwest Golf Association (PNGA) Men’s Amateur finalist. That same
year he was a Morse Cup team member. Graduating from Shoreline High in 1965, Don won a
four year golf scholarship to Houston University
where he teamed with many of the country’s top
players such as; Jim McLean, John Mahaffey and
Elwin Fanning to name a few. After turning pro
for a short time, Don decided that golf course
maintenance was a more profitable career.

Long-time NW pro Don Scott dies

Robyn Lorain named as PGA Lead

The Pacific Northwest lost a long-time leader
in the golf world when Don Scott passed away.
Don was 69 years old. Don was the general
manager and superintendent at Grays Harbor
Country Club in Aberdeen, Wash. for 41 years,
retiring in April 2015.
Don was born in Jacksonville, Fla. on Aug.
13, 1947, the son of Earvin and Frances Scott.
The family moved to Seattle in August of 1960.
Don’s passion was golf and people, and was
highly talented at both. His golf career flourished
under his father’s tutorship as well as many other
notable pros throughout the nation.
At Shoreline High School, he was paired with
his brother Dan and they won many team and
single events, including two state team titles. In

Did you know….
• In 2016, 46 percent of scores were posted
electronically, either on a
website or on the WSGA
GHIN app on a smartphone or tablet. You can
download the free mobile
app by searching “GHIN”
in the app store.

The PGA of America has announced that 15
PGA members were selected for the leadership
development program, which is in its second
year, and seeks to identify, mentor and progress
PGA members from diverse backgrounds who
aspire to lead in the association.
The PGA of America has announced that 15
PGA members were selected for the 2017-2018
Class of PGA Lead. Robyn Lorain, Director of
Oregon Junior Golf, is among the 15 selected.
The leadership development program’s second class launched in conjunction with the 64th
PGA Merchandise Show in Orlando. PGA LEAD
was created by The PGA of America in 2016, in
an effort to identify, mentor and progress PGA
members from diverse backgrounds.
• The Cambia Portland Classic is set for
Aug. 31–Sept. 3 at Columbia Edgewater Country
Club in Portland. The
event began in 1972
and is one of the longest running tournaments on the LPGA
schedule. This year’s
purse is $1.3 million
and the defending
champion is Canadian Brooke Henderson, who
has won the event twice.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties

PGA Tour
• Kevin Chappell • Kirkland • 145th on the list with $118,123
• Ben Crane • Portland • 123rd on the list with $184,482
• Joel Dahmen • Clarkston • 207th on the list with $17,897
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 99th on the list with $279,279
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 139th on the list with $133,333
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 38th on the list with $648, 046
• Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • 26th on the list with $818,413
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 54th on the list with $518,183
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 74th on the list with $397,753
Web.com Tour
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • No cuts made
• Scott Harrington • Portland • 83rd on the list with $5,592
• Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • No cuts made
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 18th on the list with $33,210
• Michael Putnam, • Tacoma • 79th on the list with $6,881
• Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • 1st on the list with $171,100
• Aaron Wise • Ex-Oregon • 53rd on the list with $15,409
• Andrew Yun • Tacoma • 11th on the list with $56,047
Champions Tour• Fred Couples • Seattle • 1st on the list with $457,000
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 92nd on the list with $910
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • No events
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • No events
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 8th on the list with $136,042
Mackenzie Tour (Canada)
• Cameron Peck • Olympia • No events
• Chris Williams • Ex-UW • No events
LPGA Tour
• SooBin Kim • Ex-UW • No cuts made
• Sadena Parks • Tacoma • 98th on the list with $3,036
• Jing Yan • Ex-UW • 60th on the list with $8,647
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Molly Aronsson • Ex-UW • No Events
• Kelli Bowers • Chelan • No Events
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
• Mallory Kent • Seattle • No Events
• Erynne Lee • Silverdale • No Events
• Kristen Rue • Gig Harbor • No Events
• Renee Skidmore • Everett • No Events
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • No Events
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Rules of the Game: If you play in tournaments,
knowing the local rules can be an advantage
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This annual PSGA program gives you an
opportunity to enjoy the fun and benefits of
playing a wonderful private venue & other
quality courses in Washington with an
established golf organization. A Gross-Net
competition is available at some of the
scheduled outings.

PSGA 2017 Schedule
Includes Private Clubs

Puget Sound Golf Association invites NW
golfers to sample Chambers Bay, Gamble
Sands, The Home Course & 13 private
country clubs @ special group rates during
the 2017 golf season.

No membership required.

Last month’s article was about the new optional Local Rule that the USGA and R&A have
published about accidentally moving a ball on the
putting green. This month’s article is about how
to put that optional Local Rule into effect.
If you play in a tournament sponsored by a
national, regional, state or local golf organization
(USGA, NCAA, PNGA, PNW Section PGA,
WSGA, WJGA, WIAA, etc), the Rules for that
tournament will be contained in three documents
– the Rules of Golf, the organization’s Hard Card,
and the Notice to Competitors for that event.
As a player, you should read all three of these
documents in order to know the Rules for the
event and thus avoid needless penalty strokes.
Rules of Golf – This is the Rules book published by the USGA.
Hard Card – This is a collection of optional
Local Rules and Conditions of the Competition
selected by the sponsoring organization to be
in effect for all of their tournaments. Generally, they are selected from Appendix I of the
Rules of Golf book, which contains a number of
USGA-approved Local Rules and Conditions.
As an example, the Local Rules section of the
current WSGA Hard Card is shown in an exhibit
accompanying this article. It is called the “Hard

To review the PSGA 2017 itinerary
visit  nationalgolftours.com (PSGA link).
Event registration at
psgagolfer@yahoo.com
(206) 226-5332

Card” because it is generally printed on a heavy
paper stock.
Notice to Competitors – This is the “Local
Rules” sheet typically given to each player participating in a tournament. It contains additional
Local Rules, Conditions and information related
to that particular event.
In the exhibit, notice that the WSGA has listed
the new optional Local Rule in the Local Rules
section of their Hard Card (the last item). This is
their way of putting it into effect for their events.
I expect all major golf organizations to use this

method of putting this new optional Local Rule
into effect.
For tournaments sponsored by organizations
that don’t have a Hard Card, they will need to include this new optional Local Rule in their Notice
to Competitors. Otherwise, it won’t be in effect.
Why is all this necessary? Because so far
the USGA and the R&A have decided to stay
with their four-year revision cycle for the Rules,
with the next change not due until 2020. So in
the meantime, they decided to implement this
change in the form of an optional Local Rule.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Spring training baseball and golf make for
the perfect combination in Arizona desert

By Steve Turcotte, Inside Golf Editor
If you are a baseball fan who loves to play
some golf, Arizona just might be the place to
be in the month of March.
The Arizona desert is the place for baseball’s
Spring Training and also the home to some of
the best golf courses you will find.
The Seattle Mariners have made their Spring
Training home in Arizona for years. First, starting
in Tempe before moving years ago to a complex
in Peoria with the San Diego Padres.
Spring Training started in February and runs
through the end of March before the season gets
underway in April. For years, Pacific Northwest
baseball fans have flocked to Arizona to watch
the Mariners and take in some golf.
The Mariners are not the only Major League
team in the Valley of the Sun, there are teams
scattered throughout the area. But the Mariners
are always the big draw for those Pacific Northwest baseball fans.
Peoria is located just north of downtown
Phoenix and is a town which has grown with
hotels and restaurants since the Mariners opened
up shop 20 years ago. Baseball fans show up
early to watch the workouts and stay late to take
in the games. Autographs are always one of the
most popular parts of Spring Training as players
are easily accessible before and after workouts
and before and after games.
Tickets are always reasonably priced for
Spring Training games and the Peoria Sports
Complex is a great place to watch games from
sitting in the stands to hanging out on the grass
berm in the outfield.
Speaking of grass, when not taking in baseball
games, golf is usually the order of the day.

Troon North and its two golf courses are always a popular spot during Spring Training.

Seattle Mariner Robinson Cano.

Seattle Mariner Nelson Cruz.

Wickenburg Ranch in Wickenburg is a short drive from downtown Phoenix, but well worth the trip.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Spring training and golf are
a perfect getaway in Arizona

And there are plenty of courses to choose from
throughout the area.
With a portfolio of outstanding facilities,
Troon Golf oversees the operations at many of
the state’s top clubs, each recognized for outstanding conditions and set in stunning locations
that capture the essence of the Southwest. From
the awe-inspiring magnificence of the Boulders
Resort & Spa in Carefree, Ariz., to the amazing golf at Whirlwind Golf Club at Wild Horse
Pass, each facility is maintained to impeccable
standards, a Troon Golf hallmark.
Phoenix/Scottsdale area courses within the
Troon Golf portfolio include: Ak-Chin Southern Dunes Golf Club, Boulders Resort & Spa,
Golf Club of Estrella, Lookout Mountain Golf
Club, The Phoenician, Poston Butte Golf Club,
SunRidge Canyon Golf Club, Troon North Golf
Club, The Westin Kierland Golf Club and Whirlwind Golf Club at Wild Horse Pass, and located
in Tucson, Sewailo at Casino Del Sol.
Arcis Golf is another group that has some
popular courses in the area with many in and
around the downtown area with courses like the
Raven Golf Club, Superstition Springs, Kokopelli and Stone Creek.
Located in the shadow of South Mountain, lies
the Raven Golf Club Phoenix, the most unique
golf experience in the valley. The course has
earned recognition among the nation’s top daily
fee golf properties – including 4.5 stars by Golf
Digest, “#5 Golf Course in the State” by Arizona Magazine, and #1 Guest Service in North
America.”
Superstition Springs is another award winner
with upscale amenities, its impeccable guest
service have it earned it recognition among the
best daily fee golf course properties in Arizona.
If you don’t mind a little bit of a drive away
from Phoenix, there are a pair of golf courses

• Inside Golf - March Issue 2017 •

Seattle pitcher Felix Hernandez will be back in 2017 and hopes to lead the Mariners to the playoffs.

Troon’s Southern Dunes is a popular stop.
definitely worth the trip.
Quintero Golf Club is a Troon course that
must be seen to be believed. Sitting along State
Route 74 it runs through hills and valleys and
features a collection of some of the best par-3
holes on a golf course.
A little further up the road in Wickenburg,
Ariz. sits Wickenburg Ranch a course that opened
to rave reviews two years ago. There are actually
two courses on site, Big Wick and Little Wick.
Big Wick is the championship course that plays
to over 7,000 yards and features some terrific
view. Little Wick is a par-3 challenge course that
opened last year and features music, no dress
code and no tee times.
If it’s baseball and golf you are after, Arizona
is your place and March is your month.

Superstition Springs is one of the courses in the Arcis Golf Group in the Phoenix area.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Twilight golf is always a great
option after getting off work
and looking for those bargains

If you are an avid golfer but working hours
cut into your chance to tee it up, you should
know that every golf course offers weekday
twilight rates, giving you a chance to get in a
round of golf after work.
Oki Golf, for example, offers twilight rates
at its various courses in and around the Puget
Sound area. The rates are competitive and
the twilight times typically provide you with
enough time to get in 18 holes in daylight.
Newcastle, which sits above Bellevue, offers
some terrific views of the Seattle skyline that
gets even more spectacular when the sun sets
in the west.
And as the days get longer, the chance to take

advantage of the twilight rates gets even better.
Many courses will offer a second discount for
golfers in the afternoon, offering twilight rates
in the early afternoon and then a super twilight
rate in the late afternoon. Many courses will
even offer twilight rates for weekends.
Single golfers looking to tee it up after work
aren’t the only ones where twilight golf is a
benefit. Many groups have leagues and take
advantage of the after work twilight or super
twilight rates.
The twilight and super twilight times change
as the days get longer or shorter, so to see about
twilight rates and time, it’s important to check
with the course before you head out.
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Twilight golf at a place like the Golf Club at Newcastle offers great views as the sun goes down.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• THE LESSON TEE •

• Page 30 •

Everyone wants to score lower. I know I
do. The quickest way to improve scoring is
around the greens. This month we are going
to take a thumbnail look at a few aspects of
putting.
I always express at my clinics and lessons
that most golfers usually focus 80% on line
and only 20% on speed. I feel it should be
the opposite when you are getting ready to
putt.
Speed, speed, speed.
People three putt because of poor speed
not poor line. When I putt best I have proper
speed control.
If I have great speed I have more trust.
I also have great speed when I have target
focus rather than mechanical focus. Ben
Crenshaw has stressed this concept to me
on many occasions. He told me he has never
putted well thinking about his stroke. Hit
several putts 30-50 feet focused on speed.
Use an intuitive look at the line and a focused
feel on speed, 80% speed and only 20% on
line.
A second key to putting improvement is
“hit the ball solid.” Hit the ball on the sweet
spot of the putter. Practice this skill. Yes, it
is a skill. Yes, it can be practiced. A helpful
drill is to place a quarter on the green. Stroke
the quarter and make it move. It’s tougher
than it looks.
Thirdly, a solid set up is important for
consistent putting. When a player has their
forearms on the same plane as the putter
shaft many stroke flaws will disappear.
Bending forward with the upper torso to
where the shoulders are close to parallel to
the ground will create a straighter back stroke.
This occurs because the arms swing down

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: If you are looking to
make more putts, concentrate on speed

the shoulder line.
Personally, I have found success setting
up a bit underneath or to the right at address.
This way I can see the line better. Again putting with your eyes focused on the target is
very important.
My hands are over the ball at address
rather than behind. Ben Crenshaw and Morris
Hatalsky turned me on to this years ago.
To work on the mechanics of my putting
stroke I often use a 2 x 4 turned up on it’s
edge. I stroke the putter with the toe rubbing
on the board. I also do the same with the
heel of the putter rubbing and following the
board. You can also hit putts doing this drill.
And hopefully those putts will start to fall for
the coming golf season.

• Speed
• Solid hit
• Solid set up
• Use the 2 x 4
Jeff Coston is a 21-time Pacific Northwest
PGA Player of the Year. Jeff can be reached
at Semiahmoo by calling 360 201 4590. See
jeffcoston.com for more.
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WinCo Foods Portland Open set to award
PGA Tour cards to the top 25 players again

The Web.com Tour regular season is an eightmonth journey that concludes in August at the
WinCo Foods Portland Open presented by Kraft
Heinz. The fourth annual WinCo Foods Portland
Open presented by Kraft Heinz returns to Pumpkin
Ridge Golf Club August 21-27, 2017. To buy your
tickets to Oregon’s Premier Golf Event and support
local charities visit WinCoGolf.com.
As the last stop of the Web.com Tour regular
season, 25 players are awarded their PGA TOUR
cards in Portland following the final putt. The stakes
are as high as ever for these final four rounds of the
year and each stroke bears the weight of a lifelong
dream for these players. Played on the famed Witch
Hollow at Pumpkin Ridge-- site of Tiger Woods’
historic three-peat at the 1996 U.S Amateur—the
tournament pairs the excitement of the season long

chase for 25 PGA Tour cards with a fun and casual
fan experience to create a premier golf event.
Portland graduates have taken the PGA TOUR
by storm, strengthening their pedigree week in and
week out. Justin Thomas earned his PGA TOUR
Card in Portland in 2014 and has gone on to win
four PGA TOUR events including back to back wins
in Hawaii earlier this year. Thomas fired a round of
59 in the process and vaulted into the top ten of the
World Golf Rankings. Daniel Berger also teed it up
at Witch Hollow in 2014 and promptly went on to
win PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year in 2015. Smylie
Kaufman won on the PGA TOUR just 8 weeks after
playing the WinCo Foods Portland Open in 2015
and played in the final pairing at the 2016 Masters
with Jordan Spieth. Cody Gribble, Harold Varner III
and Mackenzie Hughes are all PGA TOUR winners

this season and have played in Portland.
While the pros tackle Witch Hollow, the WinCo
Foods Portland Open offers plenty to compliment
the action inside the ropes. The Nike Junior Clinic
opens the week on Thursday giving juniors the
chance to get up close and personal with the world’s
best golfers. Last year, champion Ryan Brehm
joined Cody Gribble and a host of others to entertain
with trick shots, give pointers and answer questions
from the crowd. Admission is free to kids 17 and
under with food and drinks provided.
In 2016 the tournament broke its own record
for highest charity donation in Oregon golf history
raising $1,250,000 given directly to Portland area
charities. This brings the three-year total to over
$3,100,000 a number that continues to grow with
each ticket purchased.
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APNational Hickory
Golf Club sets date
for Don Mojean event
APNational Hickory Golf Club announced
plans for the Don Mojean Hickory Cup to be
held Saturday, March 11 at Highlands Golf
Course in Tacoma.
The event will be 27 holes with a team
format for the tournament. The format calls
for nine holes scramble, nine holes best ball
and nine holes of individual play.
Antique hickory sets will be available for
rental for the event. All skill levels of players
are welcome to participate in the tournament.
The event is recognizing Don Mojean, a longtime professional in the Northwest. Entry fee is
$30 for the tournament (plus green fees). See
www.apnationalhickoryplayers.com for more.

