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Sunriver Resort will host
2017 Club Professionals
For the fourth time, Sunriver Resort will play host to
the National Club Professional Championship June 15-21.
The 50th annual event will take place at the Meadows and
Crosswater courses. The top finishers from the tournament
will qualify for the PGA Championship. A field of 312 will tee
it up in the 50th annual championship.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF

Central Oregon: Northwest golfing playground

Portland WinCo Foods
event needs volunteers

Amateur Drew McCullough of Meadow
Springs Country Club (Richland, WA) came
from behind with a final-round 65 to win the
91st Muckleshoot Casino Washington Open
Invitational by one stroke over PGA Professional
Shane Prante of Lake Spanaway in Tacoma.
McCullough fired the lowest round of the
tournament with his 65 in the final round and
made six birdies, an eagle and one bogey along
the way. He birdied the final two holes of the
tournament to complete his comeback victory.
McCullough was six shots behind entering the
final round of the tournament.
McCullough will be a senior next year at the
University of Wyoming.
Derek Berg of Sahalee Country Club led the
tournament through two rounds but came in with
a 74 in the final round to finish third.
Prante stayed close, but couldn’t get the closing birdie to send the tournament into extra holes
and finished one shot back.
Only three players finished under par for the
tournament at Meridian Valley.
See results on Page 3.

If you have ever wanted to be involved with
a professional golf tournament, the Web.com
Tour WinCo Foods Portland Open is looking for
volunteers for its 2017 event. The tournament,
which will take place at Pumpkin Ridge’s Witch
Hollow golf course, is set for Aug. 24-27 and is
looking for volunteers.
Volunteers are needed for a variety of positions including standard bearers, hospitality
hosts and more.
The tournament will be the place where the
top 25 from the Web.com Tour will be awarded
PGA Tour cards for the 2018 season.
See www.wincofoodsportlandopen.com.

Pepsi Northwest Women’s
Open set for July 17-19
The Pepsi Northwest Women’s Open is set
for July 17-19 at Twin Lakes Golf and Country
Club in Federal Way - an event that will feature
some of the top club professionals and amateurs
from around the country.
The event will take place over three days
with a Pro-Am scheduled for July 17 and then
the tournament itself will run for two days on
July 18-19. Former LPGA player Cindy Rarick is
expected to take part and is a former champion
of the tournament.
See www.northwestwomensopen.com.

NW amateur tournament
season begins to heat up
If you are looking for some tournaments to
whet your appetite to get into the competitive
spirit this spring here’s a sampler.			
• Prairie Falls Golf Course in Post Falls,
Idaho will host its Prairie Falls Amateur on June
24-25. The 36-hole event will be an individual
stroke-play tournament. Entry fee is $80 plus
green fees. Flights for men, women and juniors
will be included in the format.
• The Palouse Ridge Amateur is set for July
15-16 at Palouse Ridge Golf Club in Pullman,
Wash. Entry fee is $175 and includes green fees
and carts both days, contest holes on both days,
lunch after Saturday’s round and a special rate
for a practice round on Friday.
• Riverbend Golf Course in Kent, Wash. will
host its annual Two-Man at the Bend on June
10-11. This annual partner event features a
best-ball format for two days. Entry fee is $300
for the two-player team and includes golf on both
days as well as tee prizes. This marks the 21st
annual event at Riverbend. For more information
call 253.854.3673.

Rules Quiz
Along the first hole the driving range
parallels the first hole. On the left side of
the first hole are an abundance of range
balls lying in the rough. The player casually
whacks the balls back to the driving range.
Is this considered a practice stroke?		
Please see the answer on Page 2 of this
section of Inside Golf Newspaper.
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Amateur comes
from behind to
win crown at the
Washington Open

The Central Oregon area is loaded
with some of the best golf in the
Pacific Northwest. From places like
Aspen Lakes in Sisters (top) to Black
Butte Ranch Resort (right), there is
no shortage of award-winning golf
to be found in Central Oregon. Plus,
away from the course there is plenty
to do when it comes to outdoor activities like hiking, mountain climbing,
river rafting and even some early
summer skiing at Mount Bachelor.
For more on Central Oregon, please
see inside this section of Inside Golf
Newspaper.

Oregon men come up
short in hunt for second
straight NCAA crown
Oregon's charge toward a second straight
men's golf national title ended in the NCAA final,
after Oklahoma took control early during match
play and never allowed the reigning champion
Ducks one last comeback at Rich Harvest Farms
in Sugar Grove, Illinois.
The Sooners' 3 1/2-1 1/2 victory secured the
program's first national title in men's golf since
1989 and blocked Oregon in its attempt to join
Augusta State (2010-11) and Alabama (2013-14)
as recent two-time champs.
"We came up short," Oregon Coach Casey
Martin said. "But it wasn't because we weren't
fighting and scrapping. Oklahoma played great.
It hurts right now but we have memories this
year of just an incredible run. Winning the Pac12 championship and getting this far is special.”

Riverbend sells par-3
course to developer

The Kent City Council voted to sell the Riverbend par-3 golf course property for $10.5 million
to a developer who plans to build a mixed-use
project with 500 apartments.
Auburn-based FNW Inc./Landmark Development Group plans to build 500 apartments as well
as restaurant and retail space in place of the par-3
course just south of West Meeker Street along the
Green River Trail with views of Mount Rainier.
Once the property sale closes, construction could start in July, said City Attorney Tom
Brubaker who helped negotiate the purchase and
sale agreement.
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I have helped coach my daughter Rebecca’s
golf team at Sumner High School. I have worked
with junior players at Twin Lakes, I have helped
friends who needed some tweaking with their
swings.
But coaching the Highline College Women’s
Golf Team has been everything that I had hoped
for and then some. As the second year came to a
close last month with our conference tournament
at the Home Course in DuPont, Wash. I have
learned plenty about coaching, relationships,
counseling and, of course, paperwork.
On the course, it has been another season
of learning and improvement for sophomores
Jasmine Hansgen, Hailey Johnson, Megan
Martin and freshman Mikayla Kato and Ruby
Lampkey. In our case, we only get the players for
two years so the sophomores will graduate and
the freshman will be back for one last year.
Our college season is broken up into two
parts–we have a fall season and a spring season,
The fall season had three tournaments on the
schedule while there were seven tournaments in
the spring. We had road trips to Idaho, Spokane,
Tri Cities, Walla Walla and even Bandon. Our
girls got a taste of what some of the best golf
courses in the world looked like. And along the
way had two days of great weather. Of course
when the coach played a practice round, the
coach and the assistant coach were dumped
on with rain and hail. Figures.
When we started this program with one
player two years ago, we knew it would be a
long road to get where we wanted to be. But
the girls all showed improvement in the swings
and scores, a girl who struggled to get out a of
a bunker made it look easy toward the end of
the season, a girl who couldn’t make a two-foot
putt suddenly started rolling them in and another
who couldn’t find a fairway hardly missed any
down the stretch in the spring.
I would like to take all the credit, but these
ladies worked hard for months and by playing in

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

College coaching gig still a thrill and a
challenge as the second season wraps up

so many two-day tournaments, learned what it
was to play like under some pressure.
The scores for the season were all over the
map. We saw an 84 one tournament and then
nothing better than a 95 in another. One girl shot
a 109 during the first round of a tournament and
then came back with an 80 - a 29-stroke differ-

ence in the span of 24 hours. We saw hooks,
slices, tops, shots that went out of bounds,
shots that went into lakes and ponds and we
even saw a ball get stuck in the trees.
But through it all, Highline College Women’s
Golf team got better. The ladies learned to play
through disappointment and even learned to deal
with their coach’s loud voice during tournaments.
The other thing that was different was becoming
a shoulder to lean on when times were tough.
One tournament we had three different ladies
tear up for various reasons. I listened, gave them
a pep talk and hoped that would work.
I have to wear several hats with the team, but
I like them all. It has been a great experience,
and hopefully one that will get even better as we
go along.
Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf Newspaper.
He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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Highline College women’s golf team at the NWAC Conference tournament (from left to right): Jasmine
Hansgen, Megan Martin, Coach Steve Turcotte, Ruby Lampkey, Hailey Johnson and Mikayla Kato.
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Rules Answer
•  Answer: So long as the hitting of the ball
is casual (the player does not setup to the ball
and make a normal swing) he is not in breach
of Rule 7-2. If he were to formally address
the ball and make a normal swing it would be
considered a practice stroke. Not permitted
during the round except on the putting green
just completed and on or near the next teeing
ground.

• Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien
for his rules questions each month.
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Washington Open
Muckleshoot Washington Open Invitational
At Meridian Valley Country Club, Kent, Wash.
a-Drew McCullough		
74-71-65 - 210
Shane Prante		
70-71-70 - 211
Derek Berg		
69-70-74 - 213
Chris Lisk			
72-74-70 - 216
John Cassidy		
72-73-72 - 217
a-Aaron Whalen		
73-70-74 - 217
Ryan Benzel		
74-69-75 - 218
Billy Bomar		
73-72-73 - 218
Brian Thornton		
70-76-72 - 218
Tim Feenstra		
72-76-71 - 219
a-Reid Hatley		
77-72-70 - 219
Tyler Sweet		
69-75-75 - 219
Jared Lambert		
73-74-72 - 220
a-Vincent Murphy		
75-73-72 - 220
Jason Aichele		
75-75-71 - 221
Rob Gibbons		
72-77-72 - 221
a-Todd Densley		
80-72-70 - 222
Liam Kendregan		
75-75-72 - 222
Bob Rannow		
73-72-77 - 222
Justin Wiles		
77-71-74 - 222

• IN THE NEWS •

Billy Bomar hits from the trees in the final round.
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Joe Carranza hunts for his tee shot in the final round with help from Greg Manley and Michael Haack.
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Washington men, women come up short;
Columbia Hospitality adds Semiahmoo
The University of Washington men’s and
women’s golf teams fell short of reaching the
NCAA Golf Championships.
The Washington men hosted the NCAA
Western Regional at Aladarra and moved into
sixth place after two rounds. But the Huskies
slipped in the third and final round and finished
seventh - the top five advanced to the NCAA
Championships.
University of Washington women’s golf team
finished 8th at the NCAA Albuquerque Regional,
missing out on chance to defend its NCAA Golf
Championship,
The Huskies finished at 891 – 27 over par and
needed to finish in the top six to advance to the
NCAA Championships. Washington missed out
on advancing by three shots.
Sophomore Wenyung Kegh led the Huskies
with a 14th place showing at 4-over par.

Semiahmoo now in new hands

Seattle-based Columbia Hospitality has added
to its golf portfolio by acquiring Coastal Hotels,
which operates Semiahmoo Resort and its two
golf courses. Columbia Hospitality will now have
2,500 employees to run its 37 properties.
The deal gives Columbia Hospitality a
solid footing in the Northwest golf business by
operating one of the Northwest’s top resorts in
Semiahmoo, which is located in Blaine, Wash.
Semiahmoo is home to its resort course and the
Loomis Trail course.

Central Oregon Shootout has full field

A full field took part in the 2017 Central
Oregon Shootout, held at Aspen Lakes, Eagle
Crest and Black Butte Ranch Resort.
There were a total of five divisions held for
the tournament with players playing a different
course every day with various formats.

John and Jack Pennington of Eugene won
the Gross Division with a 209 total while Bill
Swancutt and Justin Martin of Salem captured
the first flight net with a 192.25 total.
Mark Schumock and Terry Blum of Salem
won the second flight net with a 190 total and
Larry and Tyler Postlewait of Portland were the
winners of the third flight net with a 195.50 total.
Dennis Forley of Woodinville and Scott Biles
of Redmond were the fourth flight net winners
while Brian and Greg Sherrill of Klamath Falls
won the fifth flight net with a 197.75 total.

Hoquiam golfers wins WSGA event

John Sand of Hoquiam pulled away in the final
holes in the final round to win the Men’s division
at the WSGA Tournament of Champions at The
Home Course. Sand, 18, played steady down the
stretch under difficult windy condition, while his
pursuers fell away.
Tom Brandes of Bellevue successfully defended his title in the Senior Men’s, shooting
rounds of 68-73. He started the day with a fourshot lead over Keith Crimp of Ellensburg.
 	 Jamie Huo, a senior on the Seattle University
women’s golf team, followed up her first-round
one-under par 71 with a solid 73 in today’s final
round, holding off defending champion Sarah
Lawrence of Duvall for a three-shot victory.
Huo had started the day with slim one-stroke
lead over Lawrence, but played steadily under
difficult windy conditions to pull away.
 	 In the Senior Women’s division, Gretchen
Klein of Hoquiam, Wash. shot rounds of 78-78
to take the title.

Idaho claims PNGA Team Cup

Serving as the host golf association in the
12th Annual PNGA Cup at TimberStone Golf

Course in Caldwell, Idaho, Team IGA ran away
in today’s Singles matches to seal their first victory in the history of the competition.
Team IGA took a slim half-point lead going
in the singles matches, after earning three points
in yesterday morning’s Four-Ball matches and
3.5 points in yesterday afternoon’s Foursomes
matches. Teams WSGA and BC Golf were tied
for second after Day One, at six points each, and
Team OGA was one point behind the leader.
Team IGA won an astonishing 8.5 points in
today’s Singles matches for a combined tally of
15 points, and pulled away from second-place
finishers Team OGA and Team BC Golf, who
both finished with 11.5 points, while Team
WSGA compiled 10 points over the two days of
competition.

WSGA Best-Ball events crown champs

The duo of Kim Titus of Fox Island, Wash. and
Kelly Gardner of Gig Harbor, Wash. combined
on a 1-under par 70 in the final round, and then
made a par on the first playoff hole, to complete
their comeback in winning the 18th Washington
State Women’s Best-Ball Championship.
Titus and Gardner began the final round three
shots behind first-round leaders Karen Madison
of East Wenatchee and Patty Myers of Olympia.
They then shot the only under-par round of the
championship, overtaking three teams and finishing the day tied with Madison and Myers.
Cameron Whittle of Moses Lake and Aaron
Whalen of Ephrata pulled away from the field
with rounds of 65-63 to win the 61st Washington State Men’s Best-Ball Championship; while
Robert Bracht of Lake Forest Park and Roger
Thorn of Kirkland surged to the top in winning
the 24th Washington State Senior Men’s BestBall Championship.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Ann Swanson sets
date for junior golf
camp that features a
little of everything

One of the Pacific Northwest’s top amateurs
Ann Swanson will be conducting an elite tournament players camp at The Home Course.
The camp will take place June 10. And this
is no ordinary camp. Swanson and her team of
instructors David Elaimy, John Cassidy and
Ronnie Espedal will provide mental training
tools, short game fundamentals and more in an
elite camp setting. The instructor to student ratio
will be 3:1.
There will be an extra cost for parents who
want to attend the last half hour of the camp so
they can join University of Washington Women’s
Coach Mary Lou Mulflur and Husky mental
coach Elaimy. The purpose of the time with the
parents is to give them an idea about how to be
“that kind of golf parent that can give their kid
a chance to thrive in competitive golf.”
Elaimy is the mental guru for junior golfers in
the area and has worked with the Husky women’s
golf team as well.
Cassidy is the lead instructor at The Home
Course and played on PGA Tour Canada, Espedal
is the head professional at Highland Golf Course
and Swanson is the head golf coach at Grays
Harbor College.
Swanson said, “Our camps are designed to
develop life skills and training to compete at a
high level. We want to give junior golfers the
opportunity to grow and thrive in competitive
golf.”
The camp is for boys and girls ages 11-18.
Tuition is $195 for a six-hour camp and covers
playing lessons, green fees, tee prize, lunch and
a sleeve of Titleist Pro V1 golf balls.
For more information see www.ghcelitegolfcamps.com.
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Sunriver will host the 50th annual
PGA Professional National event
Sunriver Resort, one of the country’s most
scenic golf destinations, featuring acclaimed
Crosswater Club, will host the 50th PGA Professional National Championship June 15-21,
2017. This will be the fourth visit to Oregon by
the PGA of America’s showcase event for PGA
Professionals.
The Championship will bring a field of 312
to the Central Oregon resort, utilizing both
Crosswater Club and Meadows Golf Course that
hosted the 2001, ’07 and ’13 National Championships. Crosswater Club, ranked by Golf Digest
as one of “America’s Greatest 100 Public Golf
Courses,” was the site of the Champions Tour’s
JELD-WEN Tradition from 2007-10; the 2006
NCAA men’s Division I Championship and the
1998 Western PGA Professional Championship.
The Meadows Course also served as host of the
2007 USGA Senior Women’s Amateur Championship.
The PGA of America takes pride in its
relationship with Sunriver Resort, one of the
many wonderful venues nationwide to host this
National Championship,” said PGA of America
President Derek Sprague. “Sunriver’s marvelous
Crosswater Club and Meadows Course set the
bar high in accommodating our players and their
families. The PGA has enjoyed three memorable
National Championships at Sunriver, and we

Did you know….
• Paige Mackenzie, who grew up in Yakima, Wash.,
won the 2002 Washington State
Women’s Amateur, before going
on to a career on the LPGA Tour
and as a contributing analyst on
Golf Channel. The 2017 Washington State Women’s Amateur
will be held June 27-29 at The
Home Course in DuPont, Wash.

anticipate our 50th Championship in 2017 will
deliver another great chapter in PGA member
history.”
Sunriver’s 605-acre resort is positioned between the Big Deschutes and Little Deschutes
Rivers. Inspired by the Scottish highlands,
Crosswater Club opened for play in 1995 as
a heathland-style course that offers a perfect
blend of strategy and aesthetics.
“We’re excited to welcome back the PGA of
America by hosting the 50th PGA Professional
National Championship,” said PGA Professional Josh Willis, Sunriver Resort Director of Golf
Operations. “The opportunity to partner with
the PGA and host this National Championship
for a fourth time is an honor. We’re confident
that the Crosswater and Meadows golf courses
will once again provide a challenging test for
our country’s best PGA Professionals.”
Designed by Bob Cupp, the par-72 Crosswater Golf Club played to 7,530 yards in 2013;
while the par-71 Meadows Golf Course, a collaborative effort between Fred Federspiel and
John Fought, was played at 6,969 yards in the
Championship.
Sunriver has also been the host for other
top championships including the NCAA Golf
Championships, Oregon Open and Pacific
Amateur Golf Classic.

• The month of May was named Oregon Golf Month by
Governor Kate Brown. It
marked the third consecutive year that the month of
May was named as Oregon
Golf Month, a proclamation
that highlights the important and crucial benefits
of the golf industry to the
state Of Oregon. It is estimated that the golf impact is $2
billion annually in the state of Oregon.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties

PGA Tour
• Kevin Chappell • Kirkland • 25th on the list with $1,745,871
• Ben Crane • Portland • 151st on the list with $292,933
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 134th on the list with $378,519
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 166th on the list with $225,750
• Richard Lee • Bellevue • No Events
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 44th on the list with $1,355,999
     • Michael Putnam • 213th on the list with $43,435
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 194th on the list with $135,437
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 42nd on the list with $1,377,135
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 71st on the list with $977,484
     • Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • 85th on the list with $883,578
Web.com Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • No Events
• Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 112th on the list with $8,080
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 149th on the list with $3,769
• Scott Harrington • Portland • 84th on the list with $21,187
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 30th on the list with $56,304
• Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • 1st on the list with $189,072
     • Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 106th on the list with $13,722
     • Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • No cuts made
• Aaron Wise • Ex-Oregon • 27th on the list with $58,572
• Andrew Yun • Tacoma • 9th on the list with $127,739
Champions Tour• Fred Couples • Seattle • 4th on the list with $631,233
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 93rd on the list with $18,996
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 54th on the list with $118,490
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • No events
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 19th on the list with $336,776
Mackenzie Tour (Canada)
• Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • 2nd on the list with $84,075
• Cameron Peck • Olympia • 23rd on the list with $26,789
• Chris Williams • Ex-UW • 81st on the list with $5,933
• Aaron Wise • Ex-Oregon • 4th on the list with $65,313
LPGA Tour
• SooBin Kim • Ex-UW • 134th on the list with $13,576
• Sadena Parks • Tacoma • 140th on the list with $10,209
• Jing Yan • Ex-UW • 97th on the list with $29,474
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Molly Aronsson • Ex-UW • No Events
• Kelli Bowers • Chelan • No Events
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
• Mallory Kent • Seattle • No cuts made
• Erynne Lee • Silverdale • 78th on the list with $2,940
• Kristen Rue • Gig Harbor • No Events
• Renee Skidmore • Everett • No Events
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • 41st on the list with $6,172

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Rules of the Game: USGA and R&A acting
quickly to change policies on video evidence
Russ
Wing

Decision 34-3/10 Standards

In late April, the USGA and the R&A announced a new Decision on the Rules of
Golf. It is Decision 34-3/10 Limitations on
Use of Video Evidence, and it is effective
immediately.
This new Decision came in response to the
increasing use of video evidence in identifying Rules violations during televised tournaments. A recent example of this was the Lexi
Thompson incident at the LPGA Tour’s ANA
Inspiration in early April, where Thompson
was given four penalty strokes during the final
round for an incident that happened the day
before during the third round. That incident
sparked a lively debate and raised a number
of questions about the Rules and the way they
are enforced. This new Decision addresses
a couple of those questions. The remaining
questions have been assigned to a working
group of Rules authority and pro golf tour
representatives for further study.
This new Decision describes two Standards that should be applied by a tournament
Committee when considering video evidence
of Rules violations. They are the “Naked
Eye” Standard and the “Reasonable Judg-

“Naked Eye” Standard – The use of video technology can make it
possible to identify things that could not reasonably be seen with
the naked eye. If the Committee concludes that factual evidence
presented to it could not reasonably have been seen with the naked
eye and the player was not otherwise aware of a potential breach
of the Rules, the player will be deemed not to have breached the
Rules, even when video technology shows otherwise.
“Reasonable Judgment” Standard – Players are often required to
determine a spot, point, line, area, distance or other location on the
course to use in applying the Rules. Such determinations need to be
made promptly and with care, but often cannot be precise. Players
should not be held to the degree of precision that can sometimes
be provided by video technology. So long as the player does what
can reasonably be expected under the circumstances to make an
accurate determination, the player’s judgment will be accepted even
if later shown to be wrong by the use of video evidence.
ment” Standard. These two Standards are
described in the exhibit that accompanies this
article.  You can read the entire Decision on
the USGA web site.
I think this new Decision is a step in the
right direction. First and foremost, it acknowledges that golf is a game played by human
beings, who for the most part are trying to
do the right thing, but who sometimes may
get it just a bit wrong when viewed through
the lens of zoomed-in, slow-motion video
replay. It also incorporates ideas from the
previously announced Rules Modernization
Project, which is trying to make the Rules
more “golfer friendly”. And the fact that this

Decision is effective immediately, instead of
waiting for the next Decision update cycle in
2018, recognizes that the Rules have lagged
behind and need to catch up to the current
state of video technology.
Those of you who play club golf and think
that this Decision will never apply to you
should perhaps think again. Cell phones that
can take good quality pictures and video are
in almost all player’s pockets or golf bags.
So it wouldn’t surprise me if even local club
tournament Committees get presented video
evidence of a Rules incident during one of
their events. Hopefully, this new Decision will
help those Committees with their rulings.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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New decision in rules of golf
changes way video evidence
can be used in tournaments
Video evidence of a rules violation no longer
means a golfer automatically will be penalized.
In an effort to limit the sometimes harsh result
of television reviews, golf's ruling bodies have
issued a new decision on the Rules of Golf that
takes effect immediately.
Players can avoid a penalty if the violation
could not be noticed with the naked eye. Rules
officials also will eliminate penalties if they feel
players made a reasonable judgment in taking a
drop or replacing their golf ball on the putting
green.
Righting the wronged Lexi Thompson
Let's start by tuning out the tattling viewers.
While we're at it, no more handing out penalties
a day later. It's time for the LPGA to take another
pass at its rule book. And fast.
The new decision would have spared Anna
Nordqvist a two-shot penalty that cost her a
chance to win the U.S. Women's Open last
year.
It is unclear if the reasonable judgement
standard noted in the announcement would
have exonerated Lexi Thompson at the ANA
Inspiration -- the LPGA's first major of the year
-- earlier this season.
Thompson was leading by two strokes on
the back nine on April 2 when she received a
four-stroke penalty -- two for playing from an
incorrect spot, and another two for signing an
incorrect scorecard.
The infraction had occurred a day earlier,
but officials were only alerted to it after being
contacted via email by a TV viewer who noticed
Thompson had incorrectly replaced her ball on
a 1-foot putt on the 17th hole during the third
round. She ended up losing in a playoff.
In 2016, the USGA and R&A had altered

the rules to allow for a 2-stroke penalty in such
scorecard signing situations if it was deemed the
player could not have known about the penalty;
prior to that, Thompson's infraction would have
resulted in disqualification.
The rules committee, after discussing the
circumstances with the player and other members
of the group, can now clear the player if it is determined that they did all that could be reasonably
expected to make an accurate determination with
a spot, a line of play or a drop.
In the announcement, both the USGA and
R&A each made no mention of the rulings that
affected those LPGA major championships, saying in a combined statement that it decided to
enact this decision immediately because of the
"many difficult issues arising from video review
in televised golf.''

New rule change could alter
the way players read greens

The R&A and the USGA believe that a
player’s ability to read greens is an essential part
of the skill of putting.
Rule 14-3 limits the use of equipment and
devices that might assist a player in their play,
based on the principle that golf is a challenging
game in which success should depend on the
judgement, skills and abilities of the player.
We are concerned about the rapid development of increasingly detailed materials that
players are using to help with reading greens
during a round. We are reviewing the use of
these materials to assess whether any actions
need to be taken to protect this important part of
the game.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Lynnwood Golf
Course plans to
open up parking

Lynnwood Golf Course has always been
a popular spot with golfers, just north of
Seattle, and now with plenty of parking, it’s
becoming even more popular.
The course is adding 55 spaces to its
parking lots, giving it 135 total - a 68 percent
increase in parking spots. It marks the first
increase in parking in 26 years.
Lynnwood is a walkable course which
winds through the trees and features plenty
of water and sand traps along the way. Greens
are always in terrific condition, fairways are
bouncing and rolling, and speed of play is
always fast at Lynnwood.
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Adidas sells TaylorMade, Adams and Ashworth brands
Another power player has exited the golf
equipment business, with Adidas announcing
it has agreed to sell its golf brands TaylorMade,
Adams Golf and Ashworth to private equity firm
KPS Capital Partners for $425 million.
Despite being loaded with stars on the course
– TaylorMade has Dustin Johnson, Jason Day,
2017 Masters winner Sergio Garcia announced
a long-term equipment deal with Rory McIlroy
– the retail golf equipment market has seriously
suffered.
The brands' sale price is evidence of the fall
of the golf equipment market. In 2012, Adidas
golf brought in $1.7 billion in revenue. Four years
later, total revenue was slightly above $500 million.
Dustin Johnson uses TaylorMade equipment,
which had been owned by Adidas. Streeter
Lecka/Getty Image In August, Adidas' biggest
competitor, Nike, decided to stop making golf

equipment. A month later, nationwide golf retailer Golfsmith filed for bankruptcy.
Adidas will continue to use golfers to sell
its clothing, as both Johnson and Garcia will
continue to wear branded shoes and apparel. Day
and McIlroy have shoe and apparel deals with
Nike.
While the National Golf Foundation has cited
recent positive signs -- first-time golfers reached
a record high in 2016 (2.5 million) -- the sport
has had a hard time retaining those who try it.
The fallout in the equipment business has
its roots in the Great Recession, which resulted
in companies and retailers discounting clubs in
order to drive up purchases in a business where
product turnover is part of the equation.
Adidas took over the TaylorMade brand in
1997 when it bought French equipment maker
Salomon for $1.4 billion. The company bought
Ashworth for $72.8 million in 2008 and Adams
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Golf in 2012 for $70 million. It will be interesting
to see what the golf superstars do now with their
equipment.

Spieth on box on Wheaties

There’s only one breakfast food worthy of
Jordan Spieth’s likeness. Who knows if people
still eat Wheaties, but they sure enjoy collecting
boxes, and Spieth will soon join Michael Jordan,
Tiger Woods and a long list of A-list athletes to
appear in cereal aisles everywhere.

Portland hosts LPGA in August

The LPGA will makes it annual visit to the
Pacific Northwest with the Cambia Portland
Classic set for Aug. 31-Sept. 3 at Columbia
Edgewater Country Club in Portland. The event
is the longest-running tournament on the LPGA
schedule and will feature the top players again.
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Everyone wants to score lower. I know I
do. The quickest way to improve scoring is
around the greens. This month let’s take a
thumbnail look at a few aspects of putting.
I always express at my clinics and lessons
that people focus 80% on line and only 20% on
speed. I feel it should be the opposite. Speed,
speed, speed. People three putt because of
poor speed not poor line. When I putt best I
have proper speed control.
If I have great speed I have more trust. I
also have great speed when I have target focus
rather than mechanical focus. Ben Crenshaw
has stressed this concept to me on many
occasions. He told me he has never putted
well thinking about his stroke. Hit many putts
30-50 feet focused on speed. Use an intuitive
look at the line and a focused feel on speed,
80% speed and only 20% on line.
A second key to putting growth is “hit the
ball solid.” Hit the ball on the sweet spot
of the putter.  Practice this skill.  Yes, it is a
skill.  Yes, it can be practiced.  A helpful drill
is to place a quarter on the green. Stroke the
quarter and make it move. It’s tougher than
it looks.
Thirdly, a solid set up is important for
consistent putting. When a player has their
forearms on the same plane as the putter
shaft and each other many stroke flaws will
disappear. Bending forward with the upper
torso to where the shoulders are close to
parallel to the ground will create a straighter
back stroke. This occurs because the arms
swing down the shoulder line.
Personally, I have found success setting
up a bit underneath or to the right at address.
This way I can see the line better. Again putting with your eyes focused on the target is
very big.

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: If you want to see the
scores lower, putting could be the key

I always express at my clinics and
lessons that people focus 80% on
line and only 20% on speed. I feel
it should be the opposite. Speed,
speed, speed.
My hands are over the ball at address
rather than behind. Ben Crenshaw and Morris Hatalsky turned me on to this way to putt
years ago.		
To work on the mechanics of my putting
stroke I often use a 2 x 4 turned up on it’s
side. I stroke the putter with the toe rubbing
on the board. I also do the same with the heel
of the putter rubbing and following the board.
You can also hit putts doing this drill:
• Speed
• Solid hit
• Solid set up
• Use the 2 x 4
Jeff Coston is an 20-time Pacific Northwest
PGA Player of the Year. He can be reached for appointment at 360.201.4590 or see www.jeffcoston.
com for more information.
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Hickory Golf: Ok, what is really the big deal anyway
By Dave Hall, Special to Inside Golf

I love golf. Like many who have played the game
for most of their lives, I learned it from my dad over a
half century ago. Legends of golf like Ben Hogan, and
Byron Nelson were still playing, though I joined my
father as an early enlistee in “Arnie’s Army”. Golf is my
extended family’s unofficial sport, shared in common by
my brothers, grandfather, uncles, aunts, and cousins;
when my dad passed away a few years ago, we spread
his ashes under a tree along a fairway, next to those of
an uncle and a cousin. And now that I’m retired from
full-time employment, I am fortunate to spend four days
a week out on the course at Chambers Bay, assisting
our guests to have a memorable golf experience! So,
yeah, golf is in my blood, even though my handicap
index is high enough to purchase alcohol.
This love for the game is what recently got me
interested in the world of “Hickory Golf”. Probably like
most of you, I had no idea that anyone would actually
use hundred-year old wooden shaft clubs to play serious rounds of golf. That ignorance changed when a

former colleague posted something on Facebook about
her brother’s victory in a hickory golf tournament. She
tagged me on the post, and suggested that I might want
to check it out. Soon afterward her brother, Tom Kennedy, invited me to Linden Golf Club for an introduction
to Hickory Golf. I was quickly hooked.
The very first thing I noticed about golfers who have
embraced this aspect of our game is how genuinely
welcoming and inclusive they are. And when I say
“they”, I mean EVERY single hickory player I’ve ever
met! These folks will let you use their clubs, putting
some very valuable antiques in the hands of newbies
who are used to swinging titanium drivers at 100
mph. They patiently explain the difference between a
“Mashie” and a “Niblick”, when to use a “Brassie”,
and how to assess the condition of a club you’ve
picked up at Goodwill for $2. When I decided to put
together a set of my own clubs, I went on Ebay to see
what was out there. There was a listing for a matched
set of reconditioned clubs which appeared to be just
what I was looking for. The seller, Glenn Thatcher,

does hickory club repair from his home in North Bend,
Oregon. When I made an offer for the set, Glenn not
only accepted my offer, but added a refurbished wood
and a lightweight canvas bag at no extra cost! Glenn’s
approach to hickory golf is to put reasonably-priced
starter sets in the hands of new players. This is a key
concept, because having your own set of clubs allows
you to become consistent and confident out on the
course.
Yet another resource I quickly connected with is the
network of both local and national hickory golf organizations. The two local groups I joined are the Northwest
Hickory Players (nwhickoryplayrs.org) and the AP
National Hickory Golf Club (apnationalhickoryplayers.
com); the national organization I chose was the Society
of Hickory Golfers (hickorygolfers.com). These groups
provide a wealth of resources for the new hickory
player, and sponsor events to “grow the game”. I’ve
attended four different golf outings/tournaments this
year, plus volunteered to help staff the AP National
Hickory Club’s booth at the recent Seattle Golf Show.
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The Golf Show booth was a real success, providing an
opportunity for attendees to hit balls with hickory clubs.
This caused many to change their perception of antique
clubs being too fragile, or too difficult to play golf with.
One of the prize drawings was for a free entry (including use of a hickory rental set) to the Vintage Hickory
Invitational at Tacoma’s Meadow Park Golf Course on
May 7. Both winners not only showed up, but played
extremely well for first-timers.
The other aspect of hickory golf which I enjoy is
dressing in period golfing attire. That’s often the only
way which you’ll be able to spot hickory golfers out
on the course. Tweed or cotton newsboy caps, longsleeve dress shirts, vests, ties, and knickers paired
with argyle socks are what’s typically worn. Some go
all out, adopting outfits Scottish golf legend Old Tom
Morris would have found familiar.
Are you intrigued by all of this talk about Hickory?
Meadow Park Golf Course sponsors “Introduction to
Hickory Golf” sessions, taught by AP National’s Club
Captain, Barry Field. Come join us.

