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Pacific Northwest golf
shows set 2017 dates
Golf shows in the Pacific Northwest have set their dates
for 2017. First up will be the Boise Golf and Travel Show, set
for Feb. 11-12. The Vancouver Golf and Travel Show will be
held Feb. 18-19 the same weekend as the Spokane Golf and
Travel Show. Next comes the Portland Golf Show, set for Feb.
24-26 at the Oregon Convention Center with the Seattle Golf
and Travel Show March 4-5 CenturyLink Events Center.
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Riverbend’s long-running
winter events on for 2017

Riverbend Golf Course in Kent has long been
the host for some terrific winter events and the
winter of 2017 is no exception.
Riverbend, one of the Pacific Northwest’s
most popular golf courses, will host a pair of
winter events designed for teams and individuals.
First on the tee is the 20th annual Winter
Scramble on Saturday. Jan. 14. The event
will feature an 8:30 a.m. shotgun start with a
scramble format. Entry fee is $130.
Next will be the 22nd annual Winter Ball
Buster - an event where the tees are at the back
of the boxes and the pins are usually tucked.
New for this year is a two-man scramble format.
There will be an 8:30 a.m. shotgun start and a
$130 team entry.
Call 253.854.3673 for more info.

NW players earn
spots on ‘17 tours

Several Pacific Northwest professionals earned their
way to the LPGA and Web.com tours at qualifying
schools held by both tours.
Sadena Parks of Spanaway, Wash. finished sixth at
the LPGA Qualifying School and played her way back
onto the tour for the 2017 season.
Brock Mackenzie already earned a place on the
2017 Web.com Tour but by finishing tied for fourth
at the qualifying school, earned full exemption status
for at least the first 12 events of the season. Other NW
players to earn playing status on the Web.com Tour
for 2017 include Andrew Yun, Richard Lee and Chris
Killmer. The tour starts in Panama this month.

Sadena Parks

USGA, R&A modify rule when ball moves on green
The USGA and The R&A announced the introduction of a new Local Rule that eliminates the
penalty when a ball is accidentally moved on the
putting green.
The Local Rule will be available for any committee in charge of a competition to use starting
Jan. 1, 2017. It will be adopted by the USGA and
The R&A in all of their championships, qualifying
competitions and international matches.
The Local Rule has been welcomed by all of the
major tours worldwide, and the PGA Tour, European
Tour, LPGA, PGA of America and the Masters
Tournament are among the golf organizations that
will implement the Local Rule for all future events,
beginning Jan.1, 2017.  
If a committee wishes to introduce this Local
Rule, the following wording is recommended:
“Rules 18-2, 18-3 and 20-1 are modified as
follows: When a player’s ball lies on the putting
green, there is no penalty if the ball or ball-marker
is accidentally moved by the player, his partner,
his opponent, or any of their caddies or equipment.
The moved ball or ball-marker must be replaced as
provided in Rules 18-2, 18-3 and 20-1.
“This Local Rule applies only when the player’s
ball or ball-marker lies on the putting green and any
movement is accidental. Note: If it is determined that
a player’s ball on the putting green was moved as
a result of wind, water or some other natural cause
such as the effects of gravity, the ball must be played
as it lies from its new location. A ball-marker moved
in such circumstances is replaced.”

U.S. Golf Classic offers a
big payday to the winners
TPG Sports Group introduced the U.S.
Golf Classic (USGC) presented by Pitchfix, a
national, winner-take-all cash prize tournament
where the winning twosome will bring home
$50,000. This is a once- in-a-lifetime opportunity
for recreational golfers of all skill levels looking
to participate in a high-stakes, professionally run
and organized golf tournament. All 50 U.S. states
will host a one-day qualifying tournament, where
the winning two- person team in each state will
advance to the Championship in Las Vegas.
All one-day state qualifying tournaments
will be held on May 19, 2017. Golfers will not
only be playing for the right to advance to Las
Vegas, but also bragging rights, and the title
of State Champion. All 50 state champions
will advance to Las Vegas to compete in the
USGC National Championship. With the help of
USGC’s presenting partner, Pitchfix, participants
will compete for a winner-take-all cash prize of
$50,000. The USGC National Championship
will be held at Aliante Golf Club in Las Vegas
on August 26, 2017.

Shoot-Out at PGA West
is desert golf destination
If you have ever needed a reason to head
to the Palm Springs area, you have one now
with the 2017 Shoot-Out at PGA West, an
event hosted by Cascadia Events. The threeday tournament features golf at the area’s top
courses including PGA West and LaQuinta
Resort. In fact, PGA West is the where the PGA
Tour tees it up for the Career Builder Challenge.
The tournament features a best-ball format over
three days with $5,000 in cash and prizes. Rates
start at $675 and accommodation packages are
available. Call 206.351.3704 for information.

Rules Quiz

A player’s ball lies in a bunker. Her caddie grabs a nearby rake and is ready to clean
up her foot prints when she is finished. She
hits the shot and the ball strikes the rake
being held by the caddie. What now? See
the answer on page 2.
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Brock Mackenzie

Quintero: A desert
gem that sits just
outside of Phoenix
Phoenix is loaded with award-winning golf
courses, but it’s OK to check the area just
outside Phoenix, too. And if you do, you will
find a place called Quintero, which is located
just northwest of Phoenix and is an awardwinning Rees Jones-designed layout. This
is true desert golf with some of the most
memorable par-3 holes you will see. For more
please inside this section of Inside Golf.
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Winter golf in the Pacific Northwest. Sometimes those are words of fear that strike golfers in Washington and Oregon. Think about
it. Winter golf in the Pacific Northwest.
For many, it doesn’t sound like a whole lot
of fun. Cold temperatures. Windy conditions.
A chill in the air. OK, it might not sound like
fun, but you know what, it’s not a bad deal.
Trust me, I speak from experience.
I used to be one of those guys. You know
the type, put the clubs in the garage after
Labor Day and not worry about seeing them
again until April rolled around.
But that changed many years ago when a
couple of friends had me join them on a Saturday morning for a round of golf. I checked the
temperature and it was the high 40’s. There
was no wind, but definitely a chill in the air. I
thought they were crazy.
But as I stood the first tee that day, I had
extra layers on, a stocking hat and felt good.
The 18-hole experience was terrific. The
course was in good shape, not a whole lot of
golfers were around and we zipped around in
about three hours. I was amazed. I had to try
it again the next week. Same result and same
good time. Since then I have been a winter
golfer and enjoyed every minute of it.
I do have some rules though, if the ground
is coming out of a freeze, I will be a no-show.
If my hands feel cold, don’t look for me on the
tee box. But other than that, winter golf is a
great idea.
Don’t stash those clubs in the back of the
garage. Keep them in the trunk of the car
and head to the course. Of course, when the
weather cooperates.
And one thing that really helps with the
winter experience is that the prices are almost always right. Courses are always on
the lookout for winter golfers and will give
you a break on green fees - even seven days

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Winter golf can be an enjoyable round;
Langdon Farms offers new way to pay
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a week. Don’t miss out. It’s worth it.
• Langdon Farms Golf Club, one of Portland’s finest golf courses, is known to be on
the leading edge of providing convenience
to its customers. That’s evident in its latest customer offering called GolfCash. A
smartphone app based product developed
by up and coming golf software development
company, Quick 18, Langdon Farms is the
first Portland golf course to release the newest way to make every golfer’s dollar stretch
further.
Are you a Starbucks loyalist? If so, then
you’ll be right at home using GolfCash at
Langdon Farms. After downloading their
smartphone app for Apple or Android devices,
anyone can load up with GolfCash at varying
denominations. Reload amounts currently
range from $75 to $600 where you will receive
anywhere from a 3% to 10% discount on your
money. With currently up to $60 in savings
available, there’s no better way to pay.
But, after loading up for the first time
is when the convenience really kicks in.
Langdon Farms accepts GolfCash payments
anywhere from the Golf Shop for Green Fees
and Merchandise to the various on course
Food and Beverage services to its full-service
bar and restaurant, Langdon’s Grill, by simply
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funds).
Winter golf is do-able in the Pacific NW but make
sure you wear extra clothes during your round.
entering the amount owned into the app and
pressing pay. The always friendly staff will
take care of the rest.
It’s simple and easy to pay using Golf
Cash at Langdon Farms. As one of the top
golf courses in Portland, not only will you
experience premiere conditions and service
at Langdon Farms Golf Club, now you also
have a more convenient way to stay within
your golfing budget. Download the Langdon
Farms smartphone app today and start saving
with GolfCash.
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Rules Answer
• Answer: Under the new definition of
equipment items placed on the course for the
care of the course are the equipement of the
player whose ball is involved for as long as they
are being held or carried.
In stroke and match play the stroke counts
with a one stroke penalty and the ball is played
as it lies. In match play if the rake is being held
by your opponent’s caddie there is no penalty
and the stroke can be cancelled and replayed
before anyone else makes a stroke or the ball
may be played as it lies.
• Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien
for his rules questions each month.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

•  Inside Golf - January Issue 2017  •

• IN THE NEWS •

•  Page 3  •

Long-time professionals will enter PGA NW Hall of Fame

Roger Wallace, PGA Director of Golf at
Polson Bay Golf Course and Les Blakley, Community Relations Manager for the Kalispel Tribal
Economic Authority have been honored as the
53rd and 54th members of the Pacific Northwest
Section PGA Hall of Fame.   Founded in 1981,
the Pacific Northwest Section PGA Hall of Fame
recognizes those individuals who have distinguished themselves among the professionals in
the Pacific Northwest and contributed to the game
of golf.
Wallace has been the driving force at Polson
Bay Golf Course for the past 30 years. He started
as PGA Head Professional in 1987, and has been
the PGA Director of Golf for the last 10 years.  
Prior to his move to Polson Bay, Wallace worked
at Buffalo Hill GC and Meadow Lake GC.  Wallace has been instrumental in elevating Polson
Bay into an essential part of the community,
raising significant funds for local organizations.

Together with his staff as built a very active
junior program, through which over 400 local
kids participate annually.   
In addition to serving his community, Wallace
has an active participant in the association.  He
served on the PGA of America’s Board of Directors and was President of the Pacific Northwest
Section in 1999-2000. He was also President of
the Western Montana Chapter, and served on the
chapter’s Board of Directors on four separate
occasions.  
Wallace has been consistently honored by his
fellow PGA Professionals as one of the very best
in the Section. He was recognized as Golf Professional of the Year on three occasions (1997,
2000, 2008).  He is well known as an exceptional
mentor, as evidenced by being a four-time winner
of the Pacific Northwest Section Bill Strausbaugh
Award. He was awarded on the national level
with the 2014 PGA of America Bill Strausbaugh

Award.  Wallace is further recognized for his
development of young professionals. Nine of
his former assistants and employees have gained
PGA membership and become Head Professionals, Directors of Golf and General Managers.
Les Blakley was the PGA Head Professional
of Kalispel Golf and Country Club (formerly
Spokane CC) for 26 years after a five-year stint
as an assistant to Gene Carbery.  Blakley served
his members with distinction and was bestowed
with the title of Golf Professional Emeritus by
the club in appreciation for his dedication.
In addition to serving his members, Blakley
was a common face on the association front.   He
was President of the Pacific Northwest Section in
2005-2006.  He was also President of the Inland
Empire Chapter, and served two separate terms
on the chapter’s Board of Directors.  
Blakley has been consistently honored by his
fellow PGA Professionals as one of the very best

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

in the Section. He was recognized as Golf Professional of the Year on two occasions (2006, 2014)
and is a four-time winner of the Merchandiser
of the Year Award for Private Facilities. Blakley
has also been recognized a record eleven times
by the Inland Empire Chapter as Merchandiser
of the Year, over a 22-year period.
Blakley grew up in Gresham, Oregon. He
played on the golf team at the University of Portland, where he led the team in his senior year.  He
entered the golf business at Columbia Edgewater
CC under fellow Hall of Fame member Jerry
Mowlds, before moving to Twin Lakes Village
in 1982.  He moved to Kalispel Golf and Country
Club in 1985 and remains with the company to
this day.
Both professionals will be formally inducted
into the Pacific Northwest Section Hall of Fame
on April 28, 2017 at the Pacific Northwest Golf
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.  
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Boeing Classic looking for a new tournament
director; Scholarship house opens in Oregon

The Boeing Classic will have a new tournament director following the firing of Michelle
DeLancy.
DeLancy, had been the golf tournament’s
director since 2009 when she was promoted to
succeed Chuck Nelson. She was employed by the
tournament beneficiary and operator, the Virginia
Mason Medical Center and its foundation. She
said she had some additional non-tournament
responsibilities for Virginia Mason the past two
years.
DeLancy, 38, said she had been a Virginia Mason employee for 16 years. The Boeing Classic
debuted in 2005. DeLancy said in an email that
“Virginia Mason has decided to take a different
path.” In an interview, she responded that she
was surprised
Under DeLancy the tournament won each
of the three major awards given by the over-50
Champions Tour at least once.
The Virginia Mason Foundation did not comment. A spokesman said the tournament director
position has been posted and it is expected to be
filled early in 2017.
The 2017 Boeing Classic will be played Aug.
25-27 at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge.

Scholarship House opens in Oregon

This past fall, the Evans Scholars Foundation
held an open house at the newest Scholarship
House, this one at the University of Oregon
in Eugene. It is the new home of the 31 Evans
Scholars who are attending the university. The
students, all attending the school on full tuition
and housing Evans Caddie Scholarships, moved
into the house at the start of fall quarter.
Over several years, at Evans Cup fundraisers
conducted by the PNGA, Oregon Golf Association and Washington State Golf Association, and
through other efforts such as the Par Club, funds

were raised to not only support the scholarships
but also, now, to open this new Scholarship
House, the first in the region. The Foundation has
committed to establishing a Scholarship House
at the University of Washington in 2018.
There are now currently Scholarship Houses
at 15 universities in the U.S., and there are Evans
Scholars at 20 universities.

TGA Premier Junior Golf in Oregon

One of the nation’s leading introductory and
recreational golf programs, TGA Premier Junior
Golf, has a new franchise in the largest city in
Oregon.
Kendall Moore, a former Naval EMT, surgical tech, and clinic manager for nine years, and
current student at Portland State, is the most
recent entrepreneur to invest in the youth sports
franchise model. He plans to grow the game
throughout schools, community centers and golf
courses in West Portland, which includes the
communities of Beaverton, Tigard and Hillsboro,
and expand east in the near future.
Franchises have become a popular business
opportunity for military veterans, with data
showing that 14% of franchise businesses in the
U.S. are under veteran ownership according to
the International Franchise Association (IFA).
A discussion with a friend who currently owns
a TGA golf franchise about ways to teach the
Moore’s young son the game of golf prompted
the search of the Portland area for similar programs. Like many cities across the U.S., the
search came up essentially empty in regard to
introduction of the game.
The Portland community offers endless
activity options for children, but the one thing
missing was an after-school program to put golf
clubs in the hands of children without them ever
having to leave the school campus. Given the

geographic constraints of the area, getting to area
golf courses, can be an arduous journey.

Don’t post those scores in the NW

Now that winter is here, scores shot at courses
around the Pacific Northwest can not be posted.
In Washington, scores can not be posted from
NW courses from Nov. 15 through the last day
of February. In Oregon,  scores can not be posted
from Dec. 1 through the last day of February.
If you play golf during the inactive score
posting period in an area where scores are still
being accepted for handicap purposes, you must
post those scores as soon as practicable.
Why do golf associations have an inactive
score posting period? The USGA Course and
Slope Ratings computed for a set of tees represent
the difficulty of that set of tees under normal or
mid-season playing conditions. Since the largest
number of scores posted in the WSGA occur
during the month of July, it has been defined
normal or mid-season conditions as those present
in July. Due to the unpredictability of off-season
conditions a course’s difficulty, accepting scores
during the inactive score posting period could
affect a player’s index.

March Championship at Myrtle Beach

If you are looking to see how your golf game
is coming out of the winter months, then the
Myrtle Beach March Championship might be
your answer. The tournament is set for March 4-7
at some of Myrtle Beach’s top courses including
Barefoot Dye Club, Founder’s Club, Tiger’s Eye,
True Blue, Sandpiper Bay and Glen Dornoch.
The event is limited to the first 200 and is “like
a mini World Am.” Cost is $299 for 54 holes
of hole plus a players gift, welcome reception,
awards dinner and more, Call 1.800.833.8798
for more information

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

•  Inside Golf - January Issue 2017   •

Allenmore becoming
destination for golf
and entertainment

If you haven’t been to Allenmore Golf Course
in Tacoma in a few years, you just might not
recognize the place. Sure, the championship 18hole course owned by the Tacoma Elks, is still as
challenging as ever, but there is much more off
the course that is new.
When the Tacoma Elks sold off its clubhouse
across the street from Allenmore Golf Course a
few years ago, the club decided it was time to
build a new facility next to the golf course and
combine everything on one side of the street.
There are annual memberships to be had at the
Tacoma Elks and they include all kinds of perks
like special pricing for golf and carts, access to a
sports bar with more special pricing and menus, a
fitness center and discounts on pro shop purchases
and meals.
The Urban Elks Restaurant opened last year
and is operated by the same family that runs Al
Lago Restaurants, the Cliff House and Verrazano’s. The golf course and event center are the
“hidden gems” of Tacoma, says Ron Hack, the
Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees.
The Allenmore Golf and Event Center is more
than just golf and food. There are private rooms
for functions of up to 200 people including a
pavilion that can seat up to 100.
The Tacoma Elks Lodge is an organization
that supports local veterans and facilities at
American Lake through donations of supplies,
equipment and more, The Washington Elk’s Children’s Therapy Program, providing occupational
therapy in home and the Elks National Foundation Grant, which are used to help underprivileged
children.
The Allenmore Men’s Club has over 300
members and offers tournaments throughout the
year. The annual men’s club dues are $60 until
March 1st then $65 after that.
The Tacoma Elks is offering a deal if you join
the organization you get three months of use of
the fitness center for free. Elks membership is
$156 for the year and initiation of $50. For info
call 253.272.1117.
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Pacific Northwest PGA
names ‘16 award winners
The Pacific Northwest Section PGA of America
named their 2016 Special Award Winners. The top
Pacific Northwest PGA professionals in 15 categories
were recognized by their peers for outstanding performance during 2016. The winners listed below represent
the very best of the Pacific Northwest Section’s 1,100
PGA Professionals in Washington, Oregon, Northern
Idaho, Western Montana and Alaska.

• Chris Nowlen, PGA, received the Section’s highest
honor in being named the 2016 Golf Professional of the Year.
A PGA member for nearly two decades and an eight-time
Western Montana Chapter Award Winner, Chris has shown
expertise in every aspect of golf operations.
• Ryan Young, PGA, Director of Instruction at Chambers
Bay Golf Course in University Place, WA, was honored with
the Player Development Award.
• Cameron Milton, PGA, Head Professional at Polson
Bay Golf Course in Polson, MT, received the Youth Player
Development Award.
• Jim Pike, PGA, Head Professional at Sahalee Country
Club in Sammamish, WA, was recognized for being an
outstanding mentor with the Bill Strausbaugh Award.
• Jason Aichele, PGA, Teaching Professional at Meadow
Springs Country Club in Richland, WA, was named Teacher
of the Year for the third consecutive year.
• Harold Bluestein, PGA, was honored with the Horton
Smith Award, an award that goes to a PGA model educator.
In 2016 he created the “High School Golf Coaches Workshop,”
• Chris Gonzales, PGA, of Riverside Golf & Country
Club in Portland, OR, was named the 2016 Assistant Golf

Did you know….
• Golf raises more money
for charity nationally than all
other sports (NFL, NHL, MLB,
NBA) combined. Annually, the
game generates $3.9 billion for
philanthropic causes.

Professional of the Year. He stepped up during managerial
changes at his facility using his leadership and expertise to
make the transition seamless.
• Chris Runyan, PGA, of GolfTEC - Spokane, received
the Patriot Award, an award that goes to a PGA Professional
who gives back to our nation’s veterans through golf.
• Mark Rashell, PGA, of the Golf Club at Newcastle
was named the 2016 Merchandiser of the Year for Public
facilities.
• Dave Christensen, PGA, of Gamble Sands in Brewster,
WA was honored with the 2016 Merchandiser of the Year for
Resort facilities.  Dave and his team at Gamble Sands have
created a golf shop that makes people want to shop.
• Chris Peterson, PGA, of Meadow Springs Country
Club in Richland, WA, received the 2016 Merchandiser of
the Year award for Private facilities.
• Kathleen Brown, PGA, of Esmeralda GC in Spokane,
WA, was honored with the Perry Williams Award. In addition
to serving the PNW PGA Rules Committee since 2013, she
was the PGA Rules Official on the 2016 Rosauers Open.
• Brian Thornton, PGA, of Meridian Valley CC in
Kent, WA, was recognized as the 2016 OMEGA Player of
the Year.
• Jeff Coston, PGA, of Semiahmoo Resort in Blaine,
WA, won the 2016 OMEGA Senior Player of the Year Award.
He won the 2016 Muckleshoot Casino Washington Open
Invitational and 2016 Senior Washington Open Invitational,
as well as placing second and third in three other Pacific
Northwest Section majors.
• John Cassidy, PGA, of The Home Course in DuPont,
WA, was recognized as the 2016 Assistant Player of the
Year.
• The Evans Scholars Foundation held an open house at
the newest Scholarship
House, this one at the
University of Oregon
in Eugene. It is the new
home of the 31 Evans
Scholars who are attending the university. The
students, all attending
the school on full tuition
and housing Evans Caddie Scholarships, moved into the house
at the start of fall quarter.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Kevin Chappell • Kirkland • 108th on the list with $87,496
• Ben Crane • Portland • 75th on the list with $151,507
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 91st on the list with $107,783
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 140th on the list with $50,230
• Richard Lee • Bellevue • No Events
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 48th on the list with $274,507
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 202nd on the list with $135,437
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma •  176th on the list with $19,830
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 37th on the list with $325,700
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 70th on the list with $165,247
     • Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • 58th on the list with $228,813
Web.com Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • No Events
• Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • No Events
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • No Events
• Scott Harrington • Portland • No Events
• Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW• No Events
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • No Events
• Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • No Events
• Andrew Yun • Tacoma • No Events
Champions Tour• Fred Couples • Seattle • 62nd on the list with $227,200
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 101st on the list with $52,521
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 70th on the list with $195,712
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 120th on the list with $27,042
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 18th on the list with $969,327
Mackenzie Tour (Canada)
• Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • 2nd on the list with $84,075
• Cameron Peck • Olympia • 23rd on the list with $26,789
• Chris Williams • Ex-UW • 81st on the list with $5,933
• Aaron Wise • Ex-Oregon • 4th on the list with $65,313
LPGA Tour
• SooBin Kim • Ex-UW • 155th on the list with $13,576
• Sadena Parks • Tacoma • 111th on the list with $68,117
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Molly Aronsson • Ex-UW • No Events
• Kelli Bowers • Chelan • No Events
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
• Mallory Kent • Seattle • No Events
• Erynne Lee • Silverdale • No Events
• Kristen Rue • Gig Harbor • No Events
• Renee Skidmore • Everett • No Events
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • No Events
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Quintero Golf Club: A destination in
the Arizona desert that is a golf gem

` There is plenty to like about golfing in the
Arizona desert, the warm temperatures, sunny
days and desert-style golf courses. You can find
all of that - and more - at Quintero Golf Club.
Quintero, located less than an hour north of
Phoenix’ Sky Harbor Airport, is situated in Peoria
but there is really no town around. This is a place
you can’t see from the highway and a place where
seclusion is the operative word.
The Rees Jones-designed golf courses has
been ranked the Best Public Golf Course for
2016 in Arizona by Golf Digest and Golf Weekly
magazine and is ranked No. 1 in Arizona by Golf
Advisor. Plenty of awards - and the courses seemingly deserves all of those accolades.
Quintero is the kind of course you must
see it to believe. The 18 holes are carved near
the mountains and features plenty of elevation
changes along the way. The entire property is
surrounded by Federal lands managed by the

The Golf Club at Newcastle.

Bureau of Land Management adding to the feeling of privacy everywhere you turn. The course
plays to 7,200 yards from the tips and features
plenty of terrific views along the way.
The par-3 holes are a collection of some of
the top par-3 holes on a golf course with several
featuring dramatic elevation changes.
The golf course might be the big draw, but stay
and play packages have helped keep the people
coming back for more. Condos are available on
site for overnight stays. The condos are adjacent
to a pool, Jacuzzi, barbeque entertaining area
and local activities include swimming, walking,
hiking, biking and boating is available at nearby
Lake Pleasant.
The High Sonoran Desert offers a backdrop
for the golf course as well as the Hieroglyphic
Mountains.
For more information, call 928.501.1500 or
see www.quinterogolf.com.

Quintero Golf Club has stay and play options in addition to being one of Arizona’s top courses.

Newcastle offers various ways to enjoy
some winter golf in the Pacific Northwest

With limited playing time, winter is a great
season to work on fundamentals of the golf
swing, and The Golf Club at Newcastle is fantastic for getting in those reps on cold days.  The
bays are heated both above and behind each mat
so that the entire range feels more like nice fall
day than a winter wonderland.  And with floodlights aiming out towards the range, the early
sunsets are no problem.
On those exceptionally chilly days, you
may find the course in a frost delay, but most
of the Oki courses have temporary greens in
the fairways ready to go if you would prefer to
play through the delay.  Either way, they are taking great care to not damage the greens so that
they can remain playable all winter and recover
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quickly in the spring.  Just give them a call the
day of your tee time for the latest conditions.
Once you are out on the course, frosty or
not, be sure to take extra care of the turf.  This
time of year, recovery happens very slowly, and
damage can compound during the winter. Fixing
ball marks, sanding your divots, and scattering
your entrance to high traffic areas around greens
and tees are all easy ways to do your part to help
keep the courses in excellent shape year round.  
And if you can’t get out to play but still want
that golf course vibe, bring the friends and loved
ones out for dinner and drinks at one of the Oki
Golf restaurants - the Calcutta Grill at Newcastle,
Embers at Indian Summer, or The Crooked
Spoon at Redmond Ridge.
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Twin Lakes offering up
new options to join club

Twin Lakes Golf & Country Club will be celebrating
its 50th anniversary in 2017. During 2017, Twin Lakes
will be returning to a strictly private club. It will be offering affordable membership packages along with a new
Young Adult membership. The goal is to keep a tradition
rich private club, but adding a much needed membership
that will allow families to enjoy a  friendly atmosphere.
Twin Lakes has a lot to offer - swimming pool, fitness
room tennis court, great menu and a fun filled lounge to
come in for a cocktail along with18 holes of scenic and
tree lined golf. Twin Lakes also has a professional staff
ready to assist you in improving or just learning the game
of golf. The best thing about joining a private golf club
is the saving of time.  Twin Lakes understands that your
time is extremely valuable and that time spent with your
family outside of the house is very important.  That’s why
joining up is the right fit. Call the office or stop by for a
tour, we are here to fit your needs at 253.838.0432.
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The next month or so, the weather can be a
bit harsh. I have the conviction we can improve
our golf games in spite of the cold and wet conditions. I would like to write this month about
putting. Let’s discuss some principles; practical
methods; and technique improvements indoors.
First, to me the two most important putts to
work toward mastering would be beyond 25’
and inside 5’. Let’s look at the 25’ and beyond.
Some call it a lag putt. I do not take their view.
I believe we attempt and focus on making all
putts.
If our target is smaller in focus we will end
closer to the hole and even make a few more
putts. If a golfer is just attempting to get it
close in a three foot circle the miss will be well
outside that intended circle. I suggest our first
step be proper speed to and beyond the hole.
Place a club 2 1/2’ beyond the hole. Focus on
making the putt with the speed to finish the putt
between the hole and the shaft on the ground
2 1/2’ beyond the hole.
How many can you get between or in the hole
out of 15 attempts? This would be a measurable task. Putt a set uphill then downhill and
finally level with various breaks. Putt 5 sets
of 15 putts 25’ to 35’. Also put a coin 2/3rds
of the way on the apex of the putt (or the high
point of the break). This will give you feedback
as to how you are doing in regard to hitting the
proper line.
Proper speed is the key to successful long
putting. It is much easier to trust long putts if
you have a good sense for speed. Make longer
fluid strokes on longer putts. Have the pace of
stroke like the tic tock of a grandfather clock.
Play the 1 - 2 beat in your mind even as you putt.
This drill and focus will help eliminate three putts
and help your score.

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: If the weather turns
bad, it might be time to work on putts

Secondly, short putts 5’ and in. The closer
most golfers get to the hole the harder they
tend to try. Fear of missing becomes a factor
and the stroke suffers. Misses occur and the
negative cycle begins. I suggest you hit some
uphill 2’ putts. Commit to a very specific read
no matter what. Commitment overshadows
doubt. Place a dime directly in front of the hole.
(1/2 inch) Focus on rolling your golf ball over
the dime. This gives us a small target so even
if you miss the dime the ball still goes in the
hole. As you make these 2’ putts over the dime
focus on your read, your small dime target and
your mental 1 - 2 back and through stroke. 1 is
the finish of the backstroke and 2 is when you
strike the ball. It is the tic-tock rhythm. When
you focus on 1 - 2 or tic-tock your mind has no
time to lock onto bad mental interference. After
you are comfortable with the 2’ putts move on
to 3’ and so on.
I work mainly on my putting technique in the
winter. Inside where it is nice and warm. I use
two main aids for my technique.
First, I have a 2 x 4 or an arc board. (photo)
I attach a clip to the back of my putter and slide
it along the board. The clip keeps my clubface
from over rotating. The board trains my putter

path.
Secondly, I use Mike Bender’s Rite on Line.
We call it the mouse trap. This helps me get
my putts started on line. This is key to making
putts. I hit putts through the tiny hole and train
my stroke or my hands ( yes, hand path) to
consistently move on the same line. Not many
golfers take putting instruction and yet good
putting is vital to low scores and more fun in
golf. I would encourage golfers to take some
putting instruction from a qualified coach. Make
a putting plan, do some drills and spend time
on technique. There is proper and improper
technique even in putting.

Jeff Coston is a former PGA Tour player.
He is multi-award winner of the PGA Northwest
Player of the Year. He can be reached at Semiahmoo Resort by calling 360-201-4590. See
www.jeffcoston.com.
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Rules of the Game: Officials need to make quicker decisions

During the final round of these events, and certainly during playoffs, Rules issues need
to be resolved at the hole in question so that players and fans know where things stand.

Russ
Wing

In 2016, two of the USGA’s biggest events,
the US Open and the US Women’s Open,
were both tarnished by Rules-related incidents and the way they were handled. Let’s
review what happened.
In the US Open, it was the Dustin Johnson
incident. Did he cause his ball to move on
the fifth hole putting green of the final round?
The Rules Official walking with the group ruled
that Dustin did not cause his ball to move,
and the players played on. But later on, other
tournament officials used slow-motion video
replay to raise questions about that ruling, to
subject that ruling to further review, and to
eventually overrule the ruling and impose a
1-stroke penalty (Rule 18-2) on Dustin after
the round was over. In the meantime, players
and fans were left to wonder about the status
of the tournament during most of the final nine

holes. In my opinion, that was bogus! The
pursuit of Rules perfection spoiled the show.
In the US Women’s Open, it was the Anna
Nordqvist incident. Did she ground her club
in a bunker on the second hole of a three-

hole playoff? The Rules Officials walking
with the playoff did not observe any infraction at the time. But soon afterwards, other
tournament officials used slow-motion video
replay to show that a grain or two of sand had
indeed been moved, and therefore Anna had
“grounded her club,” a two-stroke penalty
(Rule 13-4). Officials then notified Anna during the play of the third hole of the playoff,
essentially ending the playoff at that moment.
In my opinion, that was bogus! Once again,
Rules perfection run amok spoiled the show.
When the pursuit of Rules perfection spoils
the show, the Officiating System is broken
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and needs to be fixed. During the final round
of these events, and certainly during playoffs,
Rules issues need to be resolved at the hole
in question so that players and fans know
where things stand. Retroactive rulings and
penalties spoil the show. You don’t see any
of that in other sports, and for good reason.
At a time when golf’s key organizational
bodies (USGA, R&A, PGA, LPGA, etc.)
are working hard to find ways to “grow the
game”, incidents like those related above hurt
the game. And so my hope for the new year
is that the USGA will “blow taps” on their
broken Officiating System and fix it.

