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Southwest Washington:
Plenty of golf to test you
Southwest Washington is home to some of the
top courses in the Pacific Northwest and some terrific
sights along the Columbia River as well. Places like
Carson Hot Springs (right) are a treat with a resort and
golf course. See the special section for more on the
Southwest Washington area.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF

Topgolf hits the Pacific Northwest

Pacific Am celebrates its
20th anniversary in 2016

Meridian Valley Country Club teaching professional Brian Thornton went low in the second
round of the Northwest Open at Wine Valley in
Walla Walla and made it hold up as he won the
tournament by three shots.
Thornton shot a second-round 62 to take the
lead and held on in the final round to win the
$7,000 first-place check with a 199 total. Thornton had a 68 in the final round and used a 33 on
the back nine to win the tournament.
Amateur Andrew Whalen of Lakeview Golf
and Country Club was second at 202, after a finalround 65.m The victory was Thornton’s second
Northwest Open and made him the first repeat
winner at Wine Valley Golf Club.		
Professional Shane Prante of Fort Steilacoom
Golf Club tied for third with amateur Michael
Baldeck of Clarkston at 205. Professional Darren
Black of Rainier Golf and Country Club tied for
fifth with amateur Nick Nolan of Lake Padden,
Casey McCoy of Pine Crest Golf Club and amateur Drew McCullough of Meadow Springs.

If you are looking to finish off your 2016
tournament season in style look no further than
the Pacific Northwest and Central Oregon for
the Lithia Pacific Amateur Golf Classic.
The tournament will take place Sept. 17-22
at a collection of some of Central Oregon top
courses and features different net divisions for
men, women and seniors. The winner of each
division and the top finishers from that division
will advance to play at Sunriver’s award-winning
Crosswater for the tournament title.
Entry fee is $530. See www.pacamgolf.com
for more information on what the event has to
offer and how the format works. There is also a
demo day and lunch every day plus dinner parties
during the week as well.
This year marks the 20th anniversary of the
tournament which has become one of the largest
in the country for amateur players.

Scotch and Vine restaurant
is now open at Riverbend
The Riverbend Golf Complex in Kent has a
new restaurant with the opening of The Scotch
and Vine. Remodeling took longer than expected,
but golfers and others can now eat lunch or
dinner or grab a drink or two at the restaurant,
2019 W. Meeker St. Hours are 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
daily. Golfers can also grab breakfast items at
food carts along the course.
The Scotch and Vine opened in 2011 in
downtown Des Moines. Owners David and Jill
Pritchard added the Kent location at the cityowned Riverbend Golf Complex that includes
an 18-hole course and a par-3 course.
The city made design changes to the space
to help attract customers. The entrance has
been moved to allow people to easily enter the
restaurant rather than coming in off to the side
of it. Walls were removed to create banquet
space.

Twin Lakes Amateur is
scheduled for Oct. 1-2
The seventh annual Twin Lakes Amateur
Presented by Southgate Electric is set for Oct.
1-2 at Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club in
Federal Way. The evemt will feature some of the
top amateur players from the Northwest,.
The event kicks off with a pre-tournament dinner on Friday, Sept. 30 and then the tournament
begins with a pair of shotfun starts for both Oct.
1 and 2. Ryan Kelly, brother of PGA Tour player
Troy, won last year’s event.
Entr fee is $140 and covers golf, food, tee
prizes and more. Call 253.838.0345 for more.

Rules Quiz
It is that time of the year when there are
leaves accumulated all over the golf course.
As luck would have it your ball is buried
and covered with leaves. In the process of
searching for your ball you accidently move
your ball. You ask the Committee what to
do. Their answer should be? See answer
on Page 2.
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Thornton goes
low in second
round, captures
Northwest Open

If you haven’t heard of Topgolf, you
will now as the newest craze in golf
has made it to the Pacific Northwest
with a new facility in Hillsboro, Ore.
Topgolf is a place with computer
chips in the golf balls and instant
feedback on your shots. The new
Topgolf facility just off Highway 26
in Hillsboro features three levels of
hitting bays and 102 total bays plus
plenty of room for food, drinks and
more. For more on Topgolf, please
see Page 2 of this section of Inside
Golf Newspaper.

Moore wins fifth PGA Tour
title at John Deere Classic

Ryan Moore of Puyallup made it back to the
winner’s circle on the PGA Tour, winning the
John Deere Classic. For all the late pars and the
closing run of 46 holes without a bogey, Ryan
Moore thought the key to his victory was a 24foot birdie putt on the fourth hole. It moved him
to 20 under and kept him two strokes ahead of
Morgan Hoffmann.
With Moore making three birdies on the front
nine and another on the 10th hole en route to a
4-under 67, they had no chance. He won his fifth
PGA Tour title by two strokes over Ben Martin.
The 33-year-old Moore finished at 22-under
262 at TPC Deere Run, making only one bogey
in 72 holes. He won for the first time since successfully defending his CIMB Classic title in
Malaysia in 2014.

Football and golf mix
just fine in Pullman
If you are planning on heading to Pullman for
Washington State football games this fall, then
remember to bring your clubs. Palouse Ridge,
on the campus of Washington State, is one of the
top golf courses in the Northwest.		
Special events are planned for game days on
Saturday mornings plus there are chances to play
the day before or the day after the game. For info
call 509.335.4342.
Here’s the home schedule for WSU:
Sept. 3:
Eastern Washington
Sept. 17:
Idaho
Oct. 1:
Oregon
Oct. 15:
UCLA
Nov. 5:
Arizona
Nov. 25:
Washington
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As I drove along Highway 26 toward the Oregon Coast one day, I noticed some tall poles
with some netting connected. It didn’t take a
rocket scientist to figure out what it was. But
there was no golf course close by, so it was odd
that a driving range was going up in the middle
of nowhere.
Turns out this was not just any driving range
going up - this was Topgolf, the fastest growing
trend in the golf world. Never heard of Topgolf?
You will soon. Or at least after you get done
reading this typically well done column.
Topgolf was founded in London in 2000 when
two brothers were taking swings at a driving
range and wanted to liven up their experience
and sharpen their games at the same time. What
they came up was Topgolf.
There are now 28 locations - with the new
Hillsboro spot being the 28th and newest Topgolf
locale. It is the first Topgolf location in the Pacific
Northwest.
I have been to a couple of Topgolf locations
in the Phoenix area and was blown away. I have
seen pictures of the new Topgolf location in Las
Vegas and it is one of those places that needs
to be seen to be believed with a party deck,
swimming pool and more.
What makes Topgolf tick are two things: A
terrific place to practice with golf balls that have
computer chips in them and can track how far
and accurate you are hitting the shots. There
is an area for food, drinks and even a concert
stage. It’s no wonder that many people who hit
Topgolf are not even golfers, just people looking
to hit a few golf balls and party at the same time.
The new Hillsboro Topgolf location is typical
Topgolf - with 230 high-def television screens,
three levels of hitting bays and 102 climatecontrolled bays throughout the facility. And if the
numbers other Topgolf locations have drawn, it
is no wonder that the new Hillsboro location will
see up to 450,000 visitors in its first year. And

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Topgolf: The new craze in golf hits the
Pacific NW with new spot in Hillsboro

the funny thing is, nearly half of the visitors will
be non-golfers.
There is no stopping the Topgolf movement.
A total of 7-10 new facilities will open in 2016
and another 7-10 are expected to open in 2017.
This is the way golf was meant to be played and
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practiced. For those of us who like to get instant
feedback of practice shots and imbibe in a cocktail or two along the way, this is the perfect mix
of golf and practice.
And this Topgolf craze is not just for any
particular gender or age. Men and women, boys
and girls, young and old have all turned Topgolf
into their new golf hangout. Some come for the
practice and the chance to hit golf balls with
computer chips, others come for the chance to
hit at targets and have a meal. It doesn’t really
matter. Topgolf seems to have it all.
If you are in the market for golf and entertainment, this is your place. I knew it was my kind of
place when there was a drink in my hand even
before the first shot was hit.
Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf Newspaper.
He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
Answer: Add a one
stroke to your score for that
hole for a breach of Rule
18-2. You moved your ball
in play and the ball must be
replaced.
• Inside Golf Newspaper would like to thank
Paul Lucien for his rules insights.
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Aerification: Twice a year project keeps courses pristine
By R.D. Pete Petersen, Special to Inside Golf
Now that fall is almost here it’s time again for
aerification. Most golf courses around the area
have already aerified or will be aerifying putting
greens in the next few weeks.
Have you ever wondered why golf courses
aerify their greens, or why they topdress their
greens with sand on occasion? Typically golf
courses in our area aerify their greens twice a
year, once in the spring and then again in the fall.
There are several benefits associated with both
aerifying and topdressing to the greens that help to
promote healthier greens and better quality putting
surfaces.
Aerification provides three primary benefits
that help to improve the health of putting greens.
During the aerification process a coring machine
or aerifier removes cores or plugs from the putting
green. By removing the cores or plugs, aerification
provides a means for removing thatch from the put-

ting surface, which allows for better infiltration of
both water and nutrients. Secondly, by removing
cores or plugs from the green the surrounding soil
around the holes is disrupted or loosened. This
helps to alleviating soil compaction by creating
additional pore space between soil particles which
helps to improve the absorption of water and nutrients into the root zone and allows for additional
root growth. Lastly, aerification helps to provide
additional oxygen to the root zone of the green
which also helps to promote additional growth and
a healthier root system.
Topdressing or sanding provides to two additional benefits to putting greens in addition
to aerifying. After aerification, topdressing or
sanding is done as a means to fill in the holes as a
result of aerification as well as provide additional
material to both the crown and root zone of the
green. Topdressing when done by itself provides
a means that help improve the surface quality or

smoothness of the putting green surface by filling
in voids or low areas on the greens which helps to
promote better roll.
Most golfers balk at the idea of playing on
topdressed or aerified greens because of the short
term effects on putting and their game. Most
don’t understand the true benefits of aerifying
or topdressing and the positive long term effects
they have on the overall health and quality of
the greens. So the next time you show up at the
course and hear that the greens have been aerified
or topdressed; think positively and remember the
long term benefits they provide to the greens.
You may even want to thank the superintendent
and maintenance staff for their efforts to promote
healthier and better quality greens for your enjoyment.
R. D. Pete Petersen Jr. is the superintendent of golf
operations at Riverbend Golf Course in Kent.

North Shore Golf Course gets new owner
North Shore Golf Course, a celebrated
public golf course in northeast Tacoma,
announces its acquisition by the Puyallup
Tribe and Marine View Ventures (MVV), the
economic development arm of the Puyallup
Tribe, one of the largest Indian Tribes in the
Pacific Northwest. Michael Moore, CEO of
Ryan Moore Golf (RMG), partnered with Chad
Wright, CEO of MVV, to lead and complete
the purchase, effective September 9, 2016.
Columbia Hospitality will manage day-to-day
operations on behalf of the Puyallup Tribe and
MVV.
“The acquisition of North Shore was a
long-term, strategic decision by the Puyallup
Tribe,” said Wright. “It is the goal of MVV to
work closely with RMG and Columbia Hospitality to elevate all areas of the North Shore
guest experience. We are excited to bring new
energy, along with capital improvements, new

amenities and an overall revitalization to North
Shore Golf Course.
This course has been serving golfers and
their families for 54 years, and we’re thrilled to
honor and expand upon the legacy created by
the founders and previous ownership.” “The
opportunity to reacquire a parcel of land of this
magnitude on the Puyallup Reservation doesn’t
present itself often, so we are thrilled to add
the North Shore Golf Course to our real estate
holdings,” said Puyallup Tribal Chairman Bill
Sterud.
North Shore Golf Course was sold by
North Shore Golf Associates (NSGA). NSGA
developed North Shore Golf Course in 1961
and has been its sole operator. NSGA is largely
comprised of the Bourne and Proctor families
of Tacoma. Their motto, “It’s a Great Day at
North Shore,” has been and continues to be
recognized by thousands of Northwest golfers.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

Most courses aerify at least twice a year.
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Pacific Amateur set for 20th anniversary this month;
Madrona will play host to third annual Gig Harbor Am

The Lithia Pacific Amateur Golf Classic, brought
to you by the Central Oregon Visitors Association, is
the driving force for championship-caliber amateur
golf in the West. In 2016, this prestigious annual event
will celebrate its 20th year during the third week of
September.
The three-day, net, stroke-play tournament takes
place on some of the finest golf courses in Central Oregon and offers divisions for golfers of every skill level
including: the Open/Gross Division for golfers looking to play without handicaps, multiple Competitive
Net Divisions separated by age (Men, Senior Men,
Mid-Senior, Super Senior, and Women) and the Noncompetitive Division for the golfer looking for all of
the great fun of the PacAm but with the allowance of
the occasional foot wedge.For more information see
www.pacamgolf.com.

Rohde wins Riverbend Amateur

Jacob Rohde put together a two-round total of 138
to win the 2016 Riverbend Amateur championship, an
event held at Riverbend Golf Course in Kent, Wash.
Rohde won the tournament by one shot over Kevin
Burnett and by two shots over Eric Olson.
Jamie Huo was fourth at 141 while Dallan Bennett
and Mike Kerns tied for fifth with a two-round total
of 142.
Other flight winners at the Riverbend Amateur
included Dan Sargent winning the second flight with
a 149 total, Robert Kim taking the third flight with a
159 and Ed Thurman claiming the fourth flight with
a 166 total for the two days.

Madrona will host Gig Harbor Am

Madrona Links will host the third annual Gig
Harbor City Amateur and the inaugural Gig Harbor
Women’s City Amateur. The tournaments will be held
Sept. 24-25 at Madrona Links and features two days
of medal play for various flights.
Handicap limit is 29.7 or less as of Sept. 15, 2016
and there is a guaranteed payout of $750 for first place
gross and net for the tournament. Entry fee for the
tournament is $150 and covers the two days of golf,
tee prizes, two meals and drink tickets.

For more information on the tournament,
and the golf course call Madrona Golf Links at
253.851.5193.

Corvallis golfer wins Oregon event

Kevin Geniza (Corvallis, Ore.) birdied the first
playoff hole to win the 64th Oregon Men’s Stroke Play
Championship, held at Centennial Golf Club in Medford, Ore. Pat O’Donnell (Happy Valley, Ore.) won
the Oregon Senior Men’s Stroke Play Championship,
and Jim Dunlap (Beaverton, Ore.) earned the victory
in the Master-40 Division.
Geniza defeated Charlie Hillier (Oregon City, Ore.)
in the playoff after both players tied at 207 (-9) after
54 holes.
Geniza, who will be a freshman this fall at the
University of Oregon and will play golf for the defending national champions, entered one shot back of the
lead. He fired a 3-under par 33 on the front nine, then
birdied the par-4 13th hole to move to 10-under par
overall and a tie for the lead. However, on the par-3
17th, he missed a three-foot par putt for his first bogey
of the day. A par on the final hole secured his spot in
the sudden death playoff with Hillier, who plays golf
at the University of Kansas.

Texas golfer claims Pacific Coast

Celebrating it’s 50th installment at the Seattle Golf
Club, the Pacific Coast Amateur has crowned a new
champion in Will Zalatoris of Plano, Texas.
Zalatoris, a collegiate player with Wake Forest,
came into round four two-strokes off the pace-setters in
the final group. After teeing off on the first hole a group
ahead of round three leaders Nahum Mendoza and
Rico Hoey of Rancho Cucamonga, Calif., Zalatoris
exuded confidence in his quest to become champion.

Fitzpatrick qualfies for USGA event

Sixty-three players teed it up at the U.S. MidAmateur Qualifier at Columbia Edgewater Country
Club with hopes of earning one of four available
qualifying spots for the national tournament.
Sean Fitzpatrick (Port Orchard, Wash.) balanced

four birdies with four bogeys to earn medalist honors
with an even-par 71. Matthew Jacobsen (Portland,
Ore.), Matt Hartley (Vancouver, Wash.), John Kollus
(San Diego, Calif.), and Chris Dukeminier (Portland,
Ore.) tied for second at one-over par 72, prompting a
four-man playoff for the remaining three qualifying
spots. Dukeminier, Hartley, and Jacobsen survived the
playoff to claim the final three spots.
The U.S. Mid-Amateur will be held Sept. 10-15 in
Pennsylvania.

Warkentin threepeats at WJGA tourney

Sam Warkentin of Bainbridge Island, Wash.
became the first three-time champion in the 40-year
history of the Washington Junior Golf Association
State Championship.
In the final round, Warkentin stood on the tee of
the par-3 192-yard 18th hole at historic Bellingham
Golf & Country Club in a tie with Joe Highsmith of
Lakewood, Wash. Warkentin then hit his tee shot to
within one inch for a tap-in birdie and one-stroke victory. His three-day total of 6-under par 210 gave him
his third consecutive boys overall title.
On the girls’ side, 15-year-old Brittany Kwon of
Bremerton, Wash. secured her victory with a final
round 1-over par 74. Her three-day total of 1-under
par 217 gave her a 3-shot victory over Georgetown
University commit Ashley Fitzgibbons of Sammamish.
In 2014, Kwon won the Pacific Northwest Junior Girls’
Amateur, while just 13 years old at the time.
In all 258 boys and girls competed over three days
to determine boys and girls state champions in age
divisions of 8-11, 12-13, 14-15 and 16-17. The field
is cut to roughly 85 total players after two rounds.

Salsbury wins title at Tacoma City Am

Tyler Salsbury of Enumclaw put together a threeround total of 209 to win the Tacoma City Amateur
championship. Salsbury won the tournament by three
shots over Sean Packer, who led the event after the first
two rounds.
Salsbury, who graduated from the University of
Washington last year, shot a 3-under-par 68 at Fircrest
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Carlson goes overtime to
win Washington State Am

Chase Carlson of Puyallup, Wash. tapped in an
18-inch birdie putt on the sixth playoff hole to win the
90th Washington State Men's Amateur Championship.
Carlson outlasted Derek Bayley of Rathdrum, Idaho
when Bayley's five-foot birdie attempt had lipped out.
The 54-hole championship was held at historic
Tacoma Country & Golf Club,and was conducted by
the Washington State Golf Association (WSGA).
	 After trading pars on the first five playoff holes,
Carlson pulled out a three-wood for his second shot on
the par-5 18th hole and drilled it 294 yards to the back
edge of the green. His ensuing chip led to the tap-in
birdie and the win.
 	 Carlson had held the first round lead, shooting a
6-under par 66, but stumbled in yesterday's second with
a 2-over 74. In today's final round, Carlson played in
the final group, paired with second-round leader Joe
Highsmith who started the day with a four-stroke lead
over the rest of the field.
Golf Club in Tacoma to move into the lead and take
the championship. Packer shot a 72 in the final round
to finish in second place.
Tacoma’s Michael Almote was third at 215 while
defending champion Casey Dams finished fourth.

OGA crowns winners at Gearhart

Hannah Swanson (Forest Grove, Ore.) earned her
first OGA win last month, emerging triumphant at the
26th Oregon Women’s Stroke Play Championship held
at Gearhart Golf Links in Gearhart, Ore., August 9-10,
2016. Alan Richardon (Bakersfield, Calif.) got his first
OGA win as well, in the 11th Oregon Super Senior
Championship, held concurrently with the Oregon
Women’s Stroke Play Championship.
Both championships consisted of 36-holes. The
Oregon Women’s Stroke Play contained three divisions: Women’s, Senior Women’s and Super Senior
Women’s.
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University of Washington
hires a new men’s coach
The University of Washington men’s golf team
has a new golf coach in Alan Murray, who had
previously been at Alabama-Birmingham.
Murray becomes the 10th head men’s golf
coach in school history. Murray is considered a
rising star within the collegiate golf community.
Murray earned GolfWeek’s 2014 National Coach
of the Year honors and led the Blazers to their
first NCAA regional title in 2015.
The Huskies have finished in the top 10 at the
NCAA championships three times in the last 13
years, winning the Pac-12 golf title in 2005, 2009
and 2010. Former coach Matt Thurmond took the
job at Arizona State University.
Murray played golf at Toledo from 1998-2002,
earning all-MAC honors as a player and leading
Toledo to the ‘02 MAC championship.
Former coach Matt Thurmond left the Washington men’s program to take over the head
coaching position for the Arizona State University
men’s golf program.

Carranza wins Senior Oregon Open

PGA Professional Joe Carranza of Aldarra Golf
Club (Sammamish, Wash.) won the Wildhorse Senior
Oregon Open Invitational by two strokes over PGA
Professional Todd Erwin of Tacoma Golf Center
(Tacoma, Wash.). 2014 Champion Erwin tried to

Did you know….
• Some of the top amateur players from Washington
will be taking part in the 68th annual
Hudson Cup, Oct. 20-21 at FIrcrest
Golf Club in Tacoma. The Hudson
Cup matches the top professionals against the top amateurs from
the Pacific Northwest in a Ryder
Cup-style format over two days.
The event features team and individual matches over the
two days of competition.

catch Carranza but Carranza’s final round score of 64,
8-under par proved to be too much to catch down the
stretch.
PGA Professional Jeff Coston of Semiahmoo
G&CC (Blaine, Wash.) finished in third place. Coston
also has previously won this event back in 2007, 2009,
2011 and 2012.
 	 PGA Professional David Bobillot of Eaglemont GC
(Mount Vernon, Wash.) won the Super Senior Division.
 	 Carranza posted seven birdies and an eagle on his
way to posting his low round.

Cassidy claims NW Assistants crown

John Cassidy of Alderbrook G&YC put together
rounds of 74 and 68 for a 142 total to win the Pacific
Northwest PGA Assistant Champions event by one
stroke over Shane Prante of Fort Steilacoom.
Cassidy, Prante and Grant Lancaster of Useless Bay
G&CC will represent the Pacific Northwest section
of the PGA at the 2016 National Car Rental Assistant
PGA Professional Championship at PGA Golf Club’s
Wanamaker course, October 27-30, 2016.
This year’s Assistant Championship marks the 40th
Anniversary as a National event but the PNW Section
has been conducting the event since Fred Pelzer donated the trophy in 1965.
Cassidy came from behind to win the event after
coming up with a 68 in the second round. Prante had
rounds of 72 and 71 for 143 total while Lancaster
finished with rounds of 72-72.

• Chris Geraghty has been hired as the Director of
Marketing and Communications for the Oregon Golf Association. Geraghty has most
recently worked in a content
development role at Evanta,
a conference facilitation company. Geraghty also spent
five years at the University
of Montana supporting the
athletic department’s marketing, media relations and website
development.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Kevin Chappell • Kirkland • 11th on the list with $3,517,940
• Ben Crane • Portland • 139th on the list with $607,892
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 102nd on the list with $1,024,900
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 143rd on the list with $579,667
• Richard Lee • Bellevue • 202nd on the list with $137,813
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 25th on the list with $2,718,349
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 202nd on the list with $135,437
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 214th on the list with $65,600
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 142nd on the list with $580,734
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 138th on the list with $628,756
Web.com Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • 157th on the list with $12,876
• Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 25th on the list with $150,267
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 79th on the list with $57,695
• Scott Harrington • Portland • 60th on the list with $77,733
• Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW• 11th on the list with $204,075
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 58th on the list with $81,076
• Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • 41st on the list with $125,981
• Andrew Yun • Tacoma • 100th on the list with $43,161
Champions Tour• Fred Couples • Seattle • 52nd on the list with $215,800
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 103rd on the list with $36,960
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 77th on the list with $113,440
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 119th on the list with $24,250
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 9th on the list with $1,215,881
Mackenzie Tour (Canada)
• Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • 2nd on the list with $70,175
• Cameron Pack • Olympia • 14th on the list with $25,729
• Chris Williams • Ex-UW • 110th on the list with $3,045
• Aaron Wise • Ex-Oregon • 5th on the list with $42,875
LPGA Tour
• SooBin Kim • Ex-UW • 153rd on the list with $13,576
• Sadena Parks • Tacoma • 107th on the list with $68,117
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Molly Aronsson • Ex-UW • No Events
• Kelli Bowers • Chelan • No Events
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
• Mallory Kent • Seattle • 138th on the list with $2,429
• Erynne Lee • Silverdale • 13th on the list with $45,589
• Kristen Rue • Gig Harbor • 173rd on the list with $647
• Renee Skidmore • Everett • No Events
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • No Events
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Glendoveer: Plenty of action
on and off at Portland course
With two courses, a driving range and a short
game practice area, golf is always the theme at
Glendoveer. With two 18-hole courses, there is
plenty of golf to be played at Portland’s Glendoveer.
And, according to General Manager Kevin
Niessner, there is also plenty going on off the
golf course to make things even better.
Take a look:
• Glendoveer has replaced the outdoor cart pen
that was located next to the pro shop, in its place
is a large patio area that has added an amenity
for large tournaments or for golfers looking to
enjoy a cold one after a round.
• The new cart barn houses 95 electric Club
Cars and solar paneling provides about 40 percent
of the necessary electricity to charge the carts.
• This summer Glendoveer has installed solar
powered aerators to three of the ponds on the
golf course. The ponds have no flowing water
(streams) which has created an algae problem,
so with the new aerators, the ponds are healthier
and provide improved aesthetics without using
chemicals.
• Head superintendent Gary Heath at Glendoveer has been honored as an Environmental
Leader in Golf, presented annually by the Golf
Course Superintendents Association of America
(GCSAA) and Golf Digest.
Gary has been superintendent at Glendoveer
since 2013, and has transformed Glendoveer
into a recognized leader in sustainable business
practices and environmental management.
Gary is one of six CourseCo site superintendents receiving ELGA honors for 2015 (CourseCo is the managing company for Glendoveer).
The superintendents were honored during
the 2016 Golf Industry Show in San Diego, and
will be featured in upcoming editions of Golf
Digest and the GCSAA’s monthly publication,
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Superintendent Gary Heath is an award winner.
GolfCourse Management. Another award winner
from the Pacific Northwest was superintendent
Michael Bednar of Palouse Ridge Golf Club in
Pullman.
The two courses at Glendoveer are called
the East and West Course. The East Course is
considered the premiere 18 holes with a fun and
challenging layout that is filled with tall and
spectacularly beautiful trees you would expect
to find in the Pacific Northwest.
Glendoveer is also home to a tennis facility
that has several indoor courts allowing for 12
months a year of tennis plus it is also home to
the Ringside Restaurant, a top steak place in the
Portland area.

Solar panels help provide electricity into the cart barn (top photo); tall trees surround Glendoveer.
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It's early fall, kids back in school, more time
for golf! Yes! I sure hope this summer of golf
has brought super improvement to your game
and thus the enjoyment of your time on the
golf course. I know I'm continually desiring to
improve each area of my golf.
I've had some fun hurdles this summer. I've
had my golf academy at Semiahmoo for 22
years as of August 1. I won the Washington
Open for the fifth time at age 60. Oldest winner
ever. The ninth win this year at the Washington
Senior Open. I’ve had 19 years of doing golf
schools with British Open and Master's Champion, Zach Johnson’s coach, Mike Bender. I
say he is going to make a teacher out of me
yet. It has been an amazing 22 years in the
Pacific Northwest Section and at Semiahmoo.
I look forward to the next 22 years.
Besides putting and pitching the next element of scoring is intermediate wedge play.
Lets say 30-60 yards. First, on this shorter
shot slightly choke down on the shaft and
narrow your stance. This will help control your
distance. Also, very important, 70% of your
weight needs to be on your left hip. Another
image is chest and nose on top of the golf
ball. Most of these 30-60 yard shots the ball
position should be in back of center of your
stance. (photo 1)
• Narrow stance
• Weight left
• Nose/chest on ball
• Choke down shaft slightly
• Ball back
As you swing the golf club there should feel
like no shift of your weight! Make a centered
stable turn around your left hip. Your chest
and arms form a triangle at address. As you
make your swing turn this triangle back and
through together as you stay left with your

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: Intermediate wedge
play will help you lower those scores

First, on this shorter shot slightly
choke down on the shaft and narrow
your stance. This will help control
your distance. Also, very important,
70% of your weight needs to be on
your left hip. Another image is chest
and nose on top of the golf ball. Most
of these 30-60 yard shots the ball
position should be in back of center
of your stance.
weight. Keep the grip leading through the golf
ball. (photo 2) The swing is an equal length
back and through like a clock. (9-3, 8-4, 7-5)
(photo 2).
• Weight left, no shift
• Centered turn, 9-3, 8-4
• Triangle back, triangle through
• Grip leads, club does not pass hands
• Equal back and through
Jeff Coston is a former PGA Tour Player and
Champions Tour Player. Jeff is a member of the
Pacific Northwest Hall of Fame. Jeff can be reached
for appointment by calling Semiahmoo 360-2014590. See jeffcoston.com.
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Nike is getting out of the golf equipment business
Nike, the most valuable sports brand in the
world, is stepping out of the golf equipment
business.
A company press release indicated that Nike
“will transition out of equipment—including
clubs, balls and bags” to focus on footwear and
apparel.
“We’re committed to being the undisputed
leader in golf footwear and apparel,” said Trevor
Edwards, president of Nike Brand in a company
press release. Sources said layoffs were announced this afternoon. Several calls to Nike
officials this afternoon were not returned, and the
status of Nike's club design headquarters in Fort
Worth, Texas, called The Oven, was unknown.
Nike, which reported flat to down annual sales
in its overall golf business the last two years at
just north of $700 million in annual sales (which
includes shoes and apparel), has been in the golf

business since 1984, but only introduced its
first clubs after bringing in Tom Stites and his
independent club design team at Impact Golf in
2000. Its first efforts came in 2001 with the Nike
Forged Blades irons and then they were followed
in 2002 with Pro Combo irons, which uniquely
combined three different kinds of irons within the
same set. Its sales in 2013 and 2014 were nearly
$800 million.
The announcement comes just a few days after
the company's 2016 line of clubs was extraordinarily reduced in price. That included $400 Vapor
Fly drivers reduced to $150 and $250 Vapor Fly
fairway woods to $100.
The company has struggled to become a
leading player in the equipment business, with
market shares in woods and irons that were routinely one-tenth those of leaders Callaway and
TaylorMade.

The company was known for non-traditional
equipment designs over the years, including the
cavity back Slingshot irons, square drivers named
Sumo that reached the USGA’s limit for moment
of inertia and golf balls called Mojo that were
marketed in a psychedelic box. The company had
groundbreaking equipment technologies, including sole channels and cavities in its metalwoods,
shorter-shafted but larger headed hybrids.
Said one current Nike staff player, "I really
love their equipment, but I'll tell you this: In all
the pro-ams I've played, I've never once seen one
of my partners using a Nike club."
There is no indication what will happen to
Nike’s present tour staff, which in addition to
Tiger Woods includes world No. 4 Rory McIlroy
and 14 new players signed this year. That roster
includes big hitting burgeoning stars Brooks
Koepka and Tony Finau.
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Justin Rose wins Olympic
gold medal in men’s golf

To beat the Iceman, sometimes you have to be
the Iceman. That’s how Justin Rose saw his duel
with Henrik Stenson for the Olympic gold medal.
His final-round game plan was simple. “I had to
out-Stenson Stenson,” Rose said.
That he did. When the gold medal essentially
came down to pitch shots into the par-5 18th on
Sunday at the Olympic golf course, it was Rose
who hit the decisive shot to claim golf’s first
Olympic gold medal in 112 years.
After Stenson’s pitch from 51 yards left him
23 feet from the pin, Rose knocked his pitch from
39 yards to just inside 6 feet. Rose then converted
his short birdie attempt to claim the gold, while his
former Ryder Cup partner settled for silver, one
stroke ahead of Matt Kuchar.
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• RULES OF THE GAME •

Russ
Wing

Rules of the Game: Make sure to know how
to handle situation if hazards aren’t marked

As a Rules Official, one of my jobs is to
preview a golf course before a tournament
to make sure the course is marked in accordance with the Rules of Golf, and to write the
Local Rules for the tournament.
Frequently I find that the Water Hazards
(WH) and Lateral Water Hazards (LWH) are
not properly marked – i.e., they have the
appropriate stakes, but the painted lines are
either very faint or nonexistent. So what do
we do? We work with the course to make
sure the lines are freshly painted for the tournament.
Why don’t courses always keep their WH
and LWH lines freshly painted? Because
paint and the labor to lay it cost money, and
some courses are on very tight maintenance
budgets. As a result, they only paint their
WHs and LWHs right before tournaments.
Accompanying this article is an exhibit
that shows two LWHs, one properly marked
and one not properly marked. The one that’s
properly marked uses red stakes to identify
the body of water as a LWH, and uses a red
painted line to mark the margin of the LWH.
The one that’s not properly marked has had

its paint worn away with time and now has just
the red stakes. The Rules of Golf say that if
there are red stakes and no red painted line,
then the margin of the LWH is defined by the
outside edge of the red stakes at ground level,
shown in the exhibit as a dotted line. But that
is clearly not what is intended here. With the
dotted line as the margin, the outer lobes of
the LWH become casual water, from which a
player can get free relief under Rule 25. That’s
not right.
In order to deal with this situation, there
are two Decisions on the Rules of Golf that
help clarify things. Decisions 26/2 and 26/3

say that when the Committee or a course fails
to properly mark a WH or LWH, the player
is both entitled to and required to treat the
WH or LWH as properly marked, and then
play accordingly. The idea is that as a player,
you’re not allowed to benefit from or forced
to be penalized by the Committee or course
decision not to properly mark the course. So
in the accompanying exhibit, if you hit your ball
into the improperly marked LWH, you should
treat it as though it is properly marked.
Russ Wing is a rules official with the USGA,
PNGA and other organizations.
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Colfax offers an
old-school course

There is more to Colfax, Wash. that just a
quick drive through downtown. Need a golf
break, Colfax Golf Course is for you.
The course has been part of the town since
1927 and features some old-school golf with
some terrific updates. With a couple sets of tee
boxes on each hole, the course still has an 18hole feel despite being nine holes.
The course also has a Northwest feel with
some tall trees lining the fairways. The Palouse
River runs nearby as well.
There are several holes that get your attention, including the second hole, a short par-4 that
wraps around to the left with a couple of tall trees
at the corner .
For more, call 509.397.2122 or see the web
site www.colfaxgolf.com.
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PNGA crowns
Junior champs

The nine-hole Colfax Golf Course has been part of the town since opening for play in 1927.
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Gabe Spach of Seattle won the 62nd Pacific
Northwest Junior Boys' Amateur, while Ellie Slama of Salem, Ore. won the 61st Pacific Northwest
Junior Girls' Amateur.
Both championships were held concurrently
at The Home Course in DuPont, Wash., and were
conducted by the Pacific Northwest Golf Association (PNGA).
Spach, the No. 3 seed in the Junior Boys' going
into the match-play portion of the championship,
sank a 12-foot birdie putt on the par-3 32nd hole
to close out his match, 5 and 4, against runner-up
Sean Kato of Redmond, Wash., the No. 5 seed.
In the Junior Girls’ final, Slama came from
behind to overtake Brittany Kwon of Bremerton,
Wash., 3 and 2. Slama and Kwon were the No. 1
and 2 seed in the qualifying rounds leading up to
the match play part of the tournament.
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The Hickory Corner: Meet a NW hickory legend

By Brian Giboney, Special to Inside Golf
Welcome back to The Hickory Corner. One of
the things truly unique in being a hickory golfer
is the people we meet at tournaments. Not only
are people brought together because of a shared
interest in golf, but HICKORY golf.
 	 One such person who stands out is Tom Kennedy. Tom has been involved in golf for 40+ years.
He is a past president of Linden Country Club (est.
1924) and more recently has become interested in
hickory golf. Tom has been active in local hickory
golf events and was a fellow volunteer at the AP
National hickory booth at the Seattle Golf Show
this past winter. Recently I had the opportunity to
ask Tom a variety of golf related questions.
 	 THC: By trade you are a Boeing engineer - so
it is rather interesting you have become fascinated
with hickory golf - considering the engineering of
pre-1935 equipment is rather primitive.
 	 Tom: At first glance it may appear that the
new equipment is drastically different from the
hickory golf era. Practically speaking, the hickory

era has much more in common with the “Modern”
era as one may think. I have a composite design
background so the use of different materials, wood
and metals, in the hickory era resembles the use of
graphite, fiberglass, steel, and titanium in modern
clubs. The main difference between the two eras
is the availability of materials and the manufacturing
techniques used. Obviously forging of irons was
state of the art back in the day where investment
casting, new forging methods, and engineering
designs have made the modern equipment more
forgiving.
THC: Wow, I would have pegged your engineering mind to be more attracted to the latest
2016 club designs. Are there some pre-1935
design features that you admire?
 	 Tom: What is personally amazing to me is
that a number of today’s club designs have been
reused for over 100 years. Granted the materials
and manufacturing methods have changed but the
overall concept of rear weighting has been used
since before the 1900’s. Many hickory woods of

the day have rear and perimeter weighting to lower
the Center of Gravity (COG) of the head and make
the head more durable. Today’s marketing makes it
seem like it’s a new concept but the club designers
back in the day were already aware of the virtues
of lowering the COG.
THC: Considering Linden is a hickory era
course established in 1924. What was it like playing Linden CC all these years with modern equipment and then “re-playing” it for the first time with
hickories?
 	 Tom: Linden has not changed much since being built with horse drawn carriages and skimming
equipment. It’s a challenging course and requires
you to think your way around and navigate the
greens which have been molded by 90 years of
golfer’s usage. We are proud of our greens as
some of the best in the south Puget Sound. The
course still plays to the original course designers
intentions. Playing the course for the first time in
hickory enlightened me real fast as to why we play
a hickory yardage of about ~ 5,600 yards. This is
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a pretty fair distance for most hickory players.
 	 THC: Recently you have had some health
struggles, but your love of golf has not wavered.
Is there something about the sport that helps to
keep you going?
 	 Tom: I am a believer that we all are born with
a certain amount of energy or better yet a certain
amount of swings. I am always looking for that next
hole in one, eagle, and fingers crossed albatross.
I still have swings left in me.
THC: Any advice to someone considering
hickory golf for the first time?
 	 Tom: Be selective in buying good quality clubs.
It turns out there are a large number of Hickory Golf
Society’s in North America, Europe, and Asia. One
of the best is the SoHG (www.hickorygolfers.com).
I was lucky to know Dennis and Carl Paulson (XM
Radio 92, Inside the Robes (ITR) radio show). As
Dennis and Carl are past PGA touring pros and avid
hickory players they introduced me to Tad Moore,
noted maker of golf clubs. Tad made me a set of
replica OA irons and woods.
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Kayak Point: There are new
looks on and off the course
Group outings have always been a popular activity at Kayak Point Golf Club in Stanwood, just
north of Seattle. A new pavilion deck just outside
the clubhouse that was added this year have made
those outings even better. And that is just one of
improvements that are new at Kayak Point.
From on-course changes to a clubhouse renovation to a new management team, Kayak Point’s new
look is a hit with golfers. General Manager Steve
Stensland is excited to show off what Kayak is all
about as the golf season continues in high gear.
“Our partnership with Snohomish County really
made this take off,” said Stensland. The biggest
change is a new-look clubhouse complete with new
carpet, new bathrooms, new pro shop and the new
pavilion that can hold groups from 50-70.

On the course, work has been completed on an
irrigation control system which now gets water to
parts of the course that need it. Crowned tees have
been flattened and steps in between holes have been
removed and replaced with bricks,.
The management team of superintendent David
Peterson, golf shop manager Alex Koskie and food
and beverage manager Tahsa Coatney have helped
complete the transformation.
Kayak Point has a Member Card to entice new
golfers. For $60 (purchase before September 30th
for only $50) cardholders get 25 percent off green
fees in the summer months and 50 percent off in the
winter months plus 25 percent off carts.
For more info, see www.golfkayak.com or call
360.652.9676.

Golf in Seattle and Tacoma (book)
Golf in Seattle and Tacoma uncovers the local
history of this sport through photographs and accounts of events that shaped regional courses.
The book contains some wonderful old photographs of golf courses and players in Seattle and
Tacoma from the early years. It is a compilation of
golf history from late 1800s through the early 1900s.
This book explores the rich history of golf from
the beginning, when the ancient Scottish game found
its way to Tacoma. It shows how golf suffered during the difficult years of the Great Depression and
two world wars. It displays the early golf courses
and their clubhouses. It spotlights some of the early
players with some great vintage photography.
It is published by Arcadia Publishing and The
History Press. History buffs Debbie Sorrentino
and Neil E. Kilgren wrote this book in honor of the
golfers in their lives. The author’s proceeds from the
sale of this book will go to the Greater Northwest

Chapter of the national Multiple Sclerosis Society.
It is a paperback book (6.5” x 9.25”) and is available at https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/9781467134224 and at major book retailers.
The retail cost is $21.99.

Kayak Point Golf Club is located north of Seattle and features a tree-lined 18-hole golf treat.

Reviews: Golf in Seattle and Tacoma; Grip Boost Golf Spray
Grip Boost golf spray

Football and baseball players use it so now
golfers also have a product that will enhance their
grip. In the football world there are restrictions for
the level of tack allowed but in golf no such rules
apply.
Grip Boost Golf Spray is designed to be used on
golf gloves to restore the tacky grip to warn gloves.
For maximum grip it can be sprayed on the glove
or, if your club grips are getting old and warn, it can
be sprayed directly on the club grip as well.
It is not designed to be applied in rainy or wet
conditions as it must be applied to dry gloves and
grips.
Grip Boost is a quick drying polymer solution
that leaves a thin tacky film on the glove surface.
The resulting film restores the grip to warn gloves.
Once applied it repels sweat and moisture.
Our testing found it delivers exactly as stated.
We still want to see how it holds up when it’s rainy,
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as soon as we get some rain that is.
MSRP: $12.99, available at www.gripboost.com.

