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Central Washington: The
place to find a golf variety
If you are looking for golf variety, look no further
than Central Washington. The area is loaded with some
of the top courses in the Pacific Northwest, including
Desert Canyon in Orondo (right). There are the public
courses, resort courses and private courses. A total
variety to be found. See special section for more.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF

LPGA stars shine brightly at Sahalee

John Daly signed to play
in 2016 Boeing Classic
Fan favorite John Daly has committed to play
the Boeing Classic, which will be held August
22-28 at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge.
Daly is eligible to compete in Champions Tour
events after turning 50 on April 28. Known for his
spirited look on life, exuberant clothing choices
and 300-yard tee shots, he has made a splash in
the golf world since his career began. Daly tallied
five wins during his PGA Tour career, earning
“Comeback Player of the Year” honors in 2004
after a victory at the Farmers Insurance Open.
With two major championships under his belt
(1991 PGA Championship, 1995 British Open)
Daly said of his newfound PGA TOUR Champions
career, “It is a new chapter and learning and all.
Some of the golf courses, I probably played before. Some are going to be kind of new to me, so
it’s going to be kind of a year of testing the waters
and finding places that I’m best at shooting my
game and stuff. Like I said, I’m looking forward
to it and seeing some of my old buddies out
there.”
The Boeing Classic is an official event on the
PGA Tour Champions, which features the legends
of golf 50 years of age or older. Billy Andrade,
is the tournaments defending Champion. In his
first appearance at the Boeing Classic, he held
off several golfers down the stretch to win the
2015 tournament.

Pacific Amateur set for
20th annual event in ‘16
If you are looking to finish off your 2016
tournament season in style look no further than
the Pacific Northwest and Central Oregon for
the Lithia Pacific Amateur Golf Classic.
The tournament will take place Sept. 17-22
at a collection of some of Central Oregon top
courses and features different net divisions for
men, women and seniors. The winner of each
division will advance to play at Sunriver’s awardwinning Crosswater for the tournament title.
Entry fee is $530. See www.pacamgolf.com
for more information on what the event has to
offer and how the format works.
This year marks the 20th anniversary of the
tournament which has become one of the largest
in the country for amateur players.

Rules Quiz
In which of the following is a player’s ball
not lost:
• The player searched for 6 minutes and
did not find the ball.
• The player dropped a ball where he
thought his original ball was likely to be and
played his next stroke.
• The player dropped a ball for relief
from a lateral water hazard for which she
did not have virtual certainty the ball was in
the lateral water hazard.
• A player found two balls in the fairway
pretty far apart. Both are the same brand,
and number he was playing. He failed to put
any identification mark on his original ball.
See Page 2 for the answer.
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As if the LPGA Tour return to the
Puget Sound area didn’t need any
more drama, leave it to a couple
of teenagers to provide plenty of
fireworks in the final round of the
KPMG Women’s PGA Championship
at Sahalee Country Club. Brooke
Henderson (top photo), 18, made a
playoff birdie to beat 19-year-old Lydia
Ko (right) to win the championship.
The Canadian Henderson became
the youngest champion in the 62-year
history of the tournament. See Page
8 for more on the tournament.

Benzel captures
Oregon Open title
with steady play at
Brasada Canyons

Sahalee Country Club professional Ryan
Benzel shot a three-round total of 209 to win the
Oregon Open Invitational at Brasada Canyons.
Benzel was steady throughout the tournament
shooting rounds of 69-71-69 to finish at 7-underpar and win the $7,000 first-place check.
The event was close until the final hole when
Benzel birdied the 18th hole to win the tournament by two shots over Darren Black of Rainier
Golf and Country Club and amateur Justin Kadin
of Tetherow. Kadin had been leading the tournament after rounds of 67-69 but faded with a 75
in the third round.
Another amateur Nick Baines of Pumpkin
Ridge made the biggest move in the final round
shooting a 66 to move into a tie for fourth place
with Tony Robydek of Pro Golf Discount in
Tacoma at 212.
Tim Feenstra of Broadmoor Golf Club tied
for sixth with Rob Gibbons of Arrowhead at
213 while David LeBeck of Astoria Golf and
Country Club tied for eighth with Brian Thornton
of Meridian Valley at 214.
Next up for the top professionals and amateurs
of the Pacific Northwest is the Rosauers Invitational, set for July 15-17 at MeadowWood Golf
Club in Spokane.

Washington’s Mulflur
named Coach of Year
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Mary Lou Mulflur, who  led the Washington
women’s golf team to its first national title,
was named national coach of the year by the
Women’s Golf Coaches Association.
Mulflur, who just completed her 33rd season
at UW, was named national coach of the year in
2015 by Golfweek. That award for this year has
not been announced yet.
With a starting five of two seniors and three
freshmen, UW was one of eight teams to advance to match play from the 24-team NCAA
championship field at Eugene (Ore.) Country
Club. Entering match play as the No. 4 seed, the
Huskies defeated No. 5 seed Virginia, No. 1 seed
UCLA and No. 2 seed Stanford en route to the
title.

New Nicklaus Nine
at American Lake
For years, the American Lake Veterans Course near Tacoma has been a
haven for military veterans and veterans
recovering from injuries. It’s been a terrific place with nine holes cut through
the trees. Now, it’s even better. A new
nine holes designed by Jack Nicklaus
has opened at American Lake, including
this par-3 gem. For more, see Page 3 of
Inside Golf Newspaper.
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The email came in one day just like a variety of
others that pop into my in box. The return address
came from a group called www.visitpittsburgh.
com.
I briefly read it and didn’t give it much thought,
thinking to myself golf in Pittsburgh? OK, the U.S.
Open is being held close by at Oakmont but what
does Pittsburgh have for sports besides the Steelers, Pirates and Penguins. I began to do a little
snooping on the web site.
There was much more to Pittsburgh than just
sports teams. And, there was golf. Plenty of golf.
And don’t forget the U.S. Open was right down
the street at Oakmont Country Club in suburban
Oakmont.
For years Pittsburgh seemed to have gotten
a bad rap. Images of steel mills, coal factories
and a run down town seemed to be what people
thought.
But this is not your father’s Pittsburgh anymore.
This is a town with a fresh downtown, a terrific
skyline, great sight-seeing changes and all right at
the confluence of the Ohio, Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers, hence the nickname Three Rivers.
The organization associated with bringing
people to Pittsburgh and seeing what all the fuss
is about is www.visitpittsburgh.com. The group has
plenty to show off from the professional sports
teams Pittsburgh Steelers, Pirates and Penguins to
the tours of places like the Andy Warhol Museum
and the Roberto Clemente Museum.
The past and future all mesh into one nice package in Steel City.
When the U.S. Open took place at Oakmont
Country Club, it was the chance for thousands of
out of town visitors to see what Pittsburgh is all
about. Sure, some spent most days at the tournament but some, like me, went for a day to the Open
and checked out what Pittsburgh is all about. This
was the second straight U.S. Open I had been able
to see in person.
The Open at Oakmont was like its own small city
like it was at Chambers Bay. There were thousands
of fans roaming the grounds at Oakmont and there
were so many tents for food, beverages and merchandise that everyone seemed to have a credit
card or cash in their hands at all times. Our group

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

U.S. Open road trip: Pittsburgh proves
to be great city, Oakmont tough course

had the worst of the weather on the first day of the
tournament. After a couple of hours of watching,
a thunderstorm passed through. We went back
out for more golf action, Then another storm blew
through the area and we were so far out on the

course that we had to take cover in a shelter built
for 25 but seemed to have 100 in it. The rain was
sideways, the wind blew and thunder and lightning
were in the sky.
The USGA called off the tournament for the
rest of the day after the storm passed. At least
we saw some of the big names, saw some good
shots, some bad shots and were able to take in the
U.S. Open experience for a second year in a row.
Oakmont was not Chambers Bay, but Chambers
Bay is not Oakmont. Both were different and
unique experiences - no matter what some had to
say about Chambers Bay.
Pittsburgh and Oakmont now go hand in hand.
In fact, Oakmont will host another U.S. Open in
2025, giving Pittsburgh another chance to show
off what it has to offer.
Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf Newspaper.
He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
Answer: C. Since the player dropped a
ball under an inapplicable rule. IF the original ball
had been found within the 5 minutes allowed for
search she could have picked up the dropped
ball , under Rule 20-6, and proceeded in accordance with the Rules. Played the original
ball. Her ball would have become lost had she
make a stroke at the dropped ball.

• Inside Golf Newspaper would
like to thank Paul Lucien for his rules
insights.
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New Nicklaus Nine opens for play
at American Lake Veterans course

•  Page 3  •

Six years ago, Jack Nicklaus agreed to design
a second nine at American Lake Veterans Golf
Course in Tacoma. Last month, the new Nicklaus
Nine opened for play.
Early in 2010, American Lake had finished
its clubhouse and rehab center, the Board of
Directors wanted to see about getting a second
nine for the course. Former PGA Tour player Ken
Still of Tacoma knew what to do. Still talked with
Nicklaus about creating a new nine. Nicklaus
agreed - and for no charge.
The Board of Directors fund raised $4 million
for the construction and now, American Lakes
Veterans Golf Course has 18 holes, including its
Nicklaus Nine.
Both sets of nines meet the standards of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, making the
game easier for those with disabilities.

The new Nicklaus Nine opened for play at American Lake Veterans Golf Course in Tacoma in June. Nicklaus designed the new course on his own dime.

Conner Barr (Beaverton, Ore.) defeated Brian
Humphreys (Washougal, Wash.) 2 and 1 and
Krissy Peterson (Canby, Ore.) defeated Gigi Stoll
(Tigard, Ore.) 1-up as both players won titles at
the 107th Oregon Amateur Championship, held
at Black Butte Ranch – Glaze Meadow in Black
Butte Ranch, Ore.
Both matches were highly competitive, featuring spectacular shots, great up-and-downs and
eventually, two champions. The tournament was
staged by the Oregon Golf Association.
“This was a great showcase for some of the
finest amateur golf in the northwest,” said Brent
Whittaker, OGA Director of Tournament Operations. “The final matches today were a perfect
ending to this week.”
• Marianne Li of Bellevue, Wash. won the

23rd Washington State Women’s Amateur, Alison
Murdoch of Victoria, B.C. won the 7th Washington State Women’s Mid-Amateur, Lisa Smego of
Olympia, Wash. won the 17th Washington State
Senior Women’s Amateur and Karen Madison of
East Wenatchee, Wash. won the third Washington
State Super Senior Women’s Amateur.
The four championships were held concurrently at SunLand Golf & Country Club in
Sequim, Wash. and were conducted by the
Washington State Golf Association (WSGA).
The Women’s Amateur and Mid-Amateur
championships were contested over 54 holes of
stroke play, while the Senior and Super Senior
championships consisted of 36 holes of stroke
play. It gave the WSGA a chance to crown three
champions all through the same tournament.

OGA crowns amateur champions;
Li claims WSGA women’s Am title
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PGA Junior Golf Camps are set for Chambers Bay;
World Amateur event held in August in Myrtle Beach

PGA Junior Golf Camps recently announced that
it has selected Chambers Bay Golf Course in University Place as a host site for its junior golf camps this
summer. The addition of Chambers Bay Golf Course
is part of a significant national expansion plan, which
will place the camps at 75+ nationwide locations.
The camp will be led by local golf professional,
Ryan Young, PGA. “We are thrilled to have been selected as a camp location. In that the PGA of America is
known for its expertise in golf instruction and growing
the game of golf, the camps will be primed as the go to
destination for quality junior golf instruction this summer.  I am excited to be able to offer the finest junior
golf camps to the young golfer of our community,”
said Young.
All PGA Junior Golf Camps are led by PGA Professionals and designed for juniors of all skill levels. The
camps’ curriculum allows kids to learn the game in a
fun, supportive environment, following a unique progression development tract that focuses on promoting
fundamental golf skills, including full swing, putting
and chipping—as well as life and character skills, such
as good sportsmanship, camaraderie and integrity.
Camp registration is now open. To find camps
by state and to register online, visit PGA JuniorGolfCamps.com or call 888-PGA-PLAY (888-7427529).

Northwest junior golfers advance

Ellie Slama of Salem, and Spencer Tibbits of Vancouver, Wash. won the 2016 Pacific Northwest Junior
PGA Championship presented by Under Armour and
Genesis Networks on June 4-5 at The Home Course
in Dupont, WA.  
By winning the boys’ and girls’ divisions respectively, Tibbits and Slama qualified for the 41st Junior
PGA Championship presented by Under Armour
and Genesis Networks, Aug. 9-12 at Wannamoisett
Country Club in Rumford, Rhode Island.
Tannica Porter of Eugene won the Girls 13-15
age division after scores of 77-77-154 to win by one
stroke over Lauryn Nguyen of Seattle. Scotty Kennon
of Bandon   won the Boys 13-15 age division with
rounds of 74-69-143 by four strokes over Victor Wang

of Sammamish. Suzanne Tran of Poulsbo, Wash. won
the Girls 12 & Under by one stroke with scores of 8289-171. Daniel Kim of Mukilteo, Wash. won the Boys
12 & Under with rounds of 71-70-141.

Brandes, Kubisa win senior titles

Tom Brandes of Bellevue   pulled away from
the field in the final round to win the 52nd Pacific
Northwest Senior Men’s Amateur, while Tom Kubisa
of Bremerton, Wash. shot rounds of 73-71-73 to earn
a victory in the 7th Pacific Northwest Super Senior
Men’s Amateur.
The two championships were held concurrently
at Big Sky Golf Club in Pemberton, B.C., and were
conducted by the Pacific Northwest Golf Association
(PNGA).
For Brandes, this is the third title in this championship, having also won in 2012 and 2013. Brandes has
been named the PNGA Senior Men’s Player of the Year
the past five years, and is already off to a good season
this year, earlier winning the 2016 WSGA Champion
of Champions Senior Men’s title.
With a 1-over par 73 in today’s final round, Brandes
finished six shots ahead of second-place finisher Lance
Lundy of Pemberton, B.C. who was playing on his
home course.

Jeff Sanders group gets new event

Lagardère Sports has been named the management
consultant firm for the CareerBuilder Challenge by
Desert Classic Charities, the non-profit organization
that operates the tournament.   Held in La Quinta,
Calif., the CareerBuilder Challenge is traditionally the
first PGA Tour event on the U.S. mainland held every
January.
As part of the relationship, the Golf Events Division of Lagardère Sports led by Jeff Sanders will
consult and advise Desert Classic Charities on all
aspects of the tournament.   In addition, Steve Loy,
President of the Golf Division and Sanders, Executive
Vice President of Golf Events for Lagardère Sports,
will serve on Desert Classic Charities Board of Directors.

Lagardère Sports’ Golf Events division has produced more than 200 golf events and generated more
than $100 million for charity since 1989. Those events
include one of the original events on the now Web.com
TOUR, the Albertson’s Boise Open played annually at
Hillcrest CC since 1990, the “25 Card” WinCo Foods
Portland Open Web.Com TOUR event at Pumpkin
Ridge GC, the 1996 U.S. Men’s Amateur and the 1997
U.S. Women’s Open. In October, Sanders and the team
will produce the 2017 PGA Tour season-opener, the
Safeway Open at Silverado Resort and Spa in Napa,
CA.  

Myrtle Beach World Amateur set

If you are looking for some of the best amateur
handicap competition around, then the Myrtle Beach
World Amateur just might be what you are looking
for. The tournament will take place Aug. 29-Sept. 2
and feature a full week of tournament play for men
and women of all handicaps. The tournament will be
a 72-hole net stroke play event with players taking on
a different course each day. The top players from each
flight will meet for the tournament championship on
the final day.
There will be six divisions for men, senior men,
mid-senior men, super senior men, women and a gross
division. There were 3,340 players in last year’s tournament, which takes place on some of Myrtle Beach’s
top golf courses.  Cost is $575 and entries will close
Aug. 7. Call 800.833.8789 or see the web site www.
myrtlebeachworldamateur.com.

Jorgensen Golf Tour going strong

The 2016 Jorgensen Golf Tour has a schedule full
of events and plenty of chances to make some prize
money along the way. The tournament series is owned
and operated by Julius and Diana Jorgensen.  
The Jorgensen Golf Tour is the largest series of
its kind in the Pacific Northwest with over 60 tournaments a year. and is in its 27th year. The tour started in
January with four events and continues throughout the
year with plenty of events to take part in this spring,
summer and fall. Members choose which events to
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participate in. The Jorgensen Golf Tour provides
weekly tournament competition and has flights for
players of different abilities and handicaps, including a
super seniors division for players over 60. Since 1995,
the Jorgensen Golf Tour has generated over $1.995
million in green fees to Pacific Northwest courses in
addition to providing terrific tournament competition
and great payouts.
See www.jorgensengolf.com for more information.

WSGA offers Casual Golf Days

Now that the score-posting season has begun, the
season is in full swing for the Washington State Golf
Association.   The WSGA is continuing its popular
“Casual Golf Days” series, with these one-day events
being held at the region’s premier courses  - next up
is the June 13 event at the Plateau Club.
This is a chance to play a private club as part of
Casual Golf Days. Indian Summer in Olympia ($95) is
set for July 18, Sahalee  ($140) in Sammamish will be
held Oct. 10 and the TPC Snoqualmie Ridge ($89) in
Snoqualmie will take place Nov. 7. All revenue from
these events goes to the clubs that host them.
The WSGA also provides an introductory membership offer of $39.95 for golfers who have not been a
member of any WSGA club, whether public or private,
in 2015.   For information on the WSGA handicap
program, call 253.214.2925.

Madrona will host Gig Harbor Am

Madrona Links will host the third annual Gig
Harbor City Amateur and the inaugural Gig Harbor
Women’s City Amateur. The tournaments will be held
Sept. 24-25 at Madrona Links and features two days
of medal play for various flights.
Handicap limit is 29.7 or less as of Sept. 15, 2016
and there is a guaranteed payout of $750 for first place
gross and net for the tournament. Entry fee for the
tournament is $150 and covers the two days of golf,
tee prizes, two meals and drink tickets.
For more information on the tournament, call
Madrona Golf Links at 253.851.5193.
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Oregon’s Wise wins NCAA
title; Ducks also win team

It was high drama at Eugene Country Club
for the University of Oregon men’s golf team.
Playing on their home course, the Ducks already
had the individual winner at the NCAA Championships in Aaron Wise, now stood in the brink
of winning the team championship.
With one putt, Sulman Raza won the championship for the Ducks, beating Texas in the
final of the match play tournament. So, the
Ducks owned not only the individual champion
but also the team championship at the NCAA
Championships.
Oregon, the host team, playing in a front
a large, loud home crowd at Eugene Country
Club, won its first NCAA men's golf team title,
with a local kid making a dramatic putt in a
playoff to give the Ducks a 3-2 win over Texas
in the match play final.
Raza, a graduate of South Eugene High
School, made a birdie putt on the 21st hole of his
match against Taylor Funk to clinch the title, setting off a wild celebration in which teammates
and the crowd rushed the green to celebrate.
The team title came two days after sophomore Wise became the first Oregon golfer to win
the NCAA individual title. The Ducks became
just the second team to win the individual and
team titles in the same year they were hosting,
and the first since 1945, when Ohio State's John
Lorms and the Buckeyes won at the Ohio State
University Golf Club.
The outcome was also a hometown victory for Ducks coach Casey Martin, who also
graduated from South Eugene and would come
to Eugene Country Club to play when he was
a kid with his father and older brother, and is
still at the club practically every day. Martin
won a national title as a player, with Stanford
in 1994 (the year before Tiger Woods joined the
program), but this one had more dimension.

The team title came down to Raza and Funk,
the son of eight-time PGA Tour winner Fred
Funk. They played a back-and-forth match in
which neither led by more than a hole. Funk took
a 1-up lead with a birdie on the par-5 15th hole,
and on the 16h hole, it became clear to Raza that
his match would decide the team championship
as junior Thomas Lim, in the match behind his,
was on his way to a 2-and-1 loss to Doug Ghim.
Raza got the match into extra holes and then
won it in the playoff on the 21st hole.
The championship for the Ducks was the
second in two weeks for a Northwest school
at the NCAA Championships. The University
of Washington women won the title the week
before at Eugene Country Club.

Coston wins Senior Washington Open

Jeff Coston, the director of instruction at
Semiahmoo, continued his hot play by winning
the Senior Washington Invitational at the Cedars
at Dungeness in Sequim, Wash.
Coston opened with a 62 and then followed
up with rounds of 70 and 67 for a total of 199.
Coston had earlier won the Washington Open
Invitational at Meridian Valley and made the cut
in the Senior PGA Championship in Michigan.
Scott Krieger of Broadmoor Golf Club in
Portland was second at 202 - shooting three
rounds in the 60’s,
Billy Bomar of Prairie Falls in Idaho and Rob
Gibbons of Arrowhead in Molalla, Ore. tied for
third at 206.
Coston collected a first-place check of $5,000
for winning the championship.
Tom Sovay of the Golf Club at Redmond
Ridge was fifth while Todd Erwin of Tacoma
Golf Center and Jeff Tachell of Mount Si tied
for sixth place.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Ben Crane • Portland • 146th on the list with $411,522
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 120th on the list with $614,236
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 160th on the list with $333,308
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 47th on the list with $1,449,851
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 210th on the list with $58,862
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma •  206th on the list with $65,600
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 145th on the list with $412,434
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 125th on the list with $596,029
Web.com Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • 139th on the list with $11,296
• Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 16th on the list with $117,965
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 88th on the list with $28,690
• Cheng-Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • 39th on the list with $69,457
• Scott Harrington • Portland • 42nd on the list with $67,033
• Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • 27th on the list with $86,683
• Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • No Events
• Andrew Yun • Tacoma • 161st on the list with $5,608
• Alex Prugh • Spokane  • 72nd on the list with $35,994
`Champions Tour• Fred Couples • Seattle • 38th on the list with $215,800
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 99th on the list with $31,785
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 78th on the list with $57,378
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 103rd on the list with $24,250
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 5th on the list with $796,965
LPGA Tour
• SooBin Kim • Ex-UW • 147th on the list with $13,576
• Sadena Parks • Tacoma • 102nd on the list with $60,330
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Molly Aronsson • Ex-UW • No Events
• Kelli Bowers • Chelan • No Events
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
• Erynne Lee • Silverdale • 15th on the list with $26,574
• Renee Skidmore • Everett • No Events
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • No Events

Did you know….
• The WSGA’s Washington State Amateur Championship
is being held this year at Tacoma
Country & Golf Club, which is
one of the oldest clubs in North
America (founded in 1894) and
one of the seven founding clubs
of the Pacific Northwest Golf
Association. The tournament
will be held Aug. 9-11 at Tacoma
Country and Golf Club.
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• Monica Vaughn of Reedsport played in her first Curtis
Cup, which matched the
top amateur players
form the U.S. against
the team from Great
Britain and Ireland. The
GB&I team won the
matches 11 1/2 to 8
1/2 but Vaughn played
well, winning three of
her five matches including her singles match where she
beat Rochelle Morris of England 4&3.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Sahalee proves to be terrific
host as LPGA makes return
to Seattle area with KPMG
The LPGA Tour returned to the Seattle area
with some fireworks at the KPMG Women’s PGA
Championship at Sahalee Country Club.
Canadian Brooke Henderson sank a 3-foot
birdie putt on the first playoff hole to beat Lydia
Ko to win the tournament. It was a battle of
teenagers between the 18-year-old Henderson
and the 19-year-old Ko.
Henderson led the tournament after the first
round but did not reclaim the top spot on the
leaderboard until her clinching putt on the first
playoff hole - Sahalee’s 18th hole. Both players were 6-under-par for the tournament while
Henderson had the low round of the tournament
with a 6-under 65 in the final round.
It was the second win in the Pacific Northwest
for Henderson as she won the Cambia Portland
Classic as a Monday qualifier last year.
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Tournament champion Brooke Henderson slaps some fives with fans during the tournament.
Photo by Scott Bisch

10-year-old Nicole Koong shows off her hat.

Photo by Scott Bisch
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Cheyenne Woods watches her drive during the final round of the KPMG Women’s PGA event.

The tournament had plenty of spectators during the four rounds at Sahalee Country Club.

The Crown Jewel Hickory Championship
of the Pacific Northwest
Sept. 10, 2016 At The Home Course
(Open to all competitors)
APNationalHickoryPlayers.com

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Some Secret Sauce in Golf.
It's the middle of the summer and the middle
of the golf season. I just finished my golf schools
with my longtime friend and swing coach of Zach
Johnson, Mike Bender. Mike and I have done
well over 100 golf schools together. I traveled
the mini-tours and PGA Tour with Mike. In fact,
I introduced Mike Bender to his wife on a blind
date.
I would not be the teacher or player I am with
out Mike Bender. For that I am truly grateful!
We all need coaching, sharpening, input, accountability and continual growth in golf and life.
I hope you all are seeking that out and getting
that regularly. I know Mike Bender has been
there for me.
I would like to address a few helpful insights
to your golf game this month.
1. Aim: Most everyone tries to aim their club
face where they want the ball to go, but most
are unaware of aiming the body. Most aim their
body right of their target. They then must make
a undesired move to hit the golf ball back to
their target. I would like my athletes to aim the
feet left of the target or end point. Left is much
more effective than aiming to the right! You
should feel like your feet aim at the short stop
when wanting to hit the shot to second base.
You can feel like your shoulders are at second
base, but not hips and feet. My experience is
when someone feels this aim everything is quite
square.
2. Stronger Grip: I've said it many times in
many articles, stronger is better than weaker for
85% of golfers. See 3 knuckles in the left hand
and put the club in your fingers. Then match the
right hand with the left. (photo 1)
3. Get Position 3: (photo 2) Create depth
to your backswing by turning your hips and
shoulders. Without hip turn it is difficult to create
enough depth to shallow the shaft properly on
the downswing. Create 20 degrees of depth at

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: If you need some fine
tuning work on aim and stronger grip
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position 3 in the backswing. Another image is
when you turn your hips and shoulders create
enough depth to touch a wall going back. (photo
3)
Jeff Coston won this year’s Washington Open
and Washington Senior Open. Jeff played The
Champions Tour and PGA Tour throughout his
career.  Jeff can be reached at 360-201-4590.  or
see www.jeffcoston.com.

Photo 1
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Photo 2

Photo 3
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PNGA names Mary O’Donnell
Gleneagle: Solid golf, reasonable price
as new president of organization

During a brief ceremony at the 117th PNGA
Annual Meeting, at Tacoma Country & Golf
Club, Mary O'Donnell of Bellevue, Wash. was
formally elected president of the Pacific Northwest Golf Association.
She is now just the second woman to serve
as president of the fifth-oldest golf association
in North America, with Lynda Adams being
the first, serving as president in 2000-2001.
O'Donnell succeeds Ed Burke of Hayden, Idaho,
who had served as president the previous two
years.
Mary was also the first woman president of
Overlake Golf & Country Club in Medina, Wash.,
serving in 2003. "I really didn't look at it as being
a big deal," Mary says. "It just seemed normal
to me. I was raised with three older brothers, so
I was used to being around men. “

New PNGA President Mary O’Donnell.

Tucked between the winding rows of homes and
cedars sits one of Snohomish County’s toughest
courses - Gleneagle in Arlington.
With a quick glance at the yardage, you might
think this track to be an easy one. But rest assured,
one challenging course is packed tightly into those
6,000 yards. Featuring a diverse, undulating terrain, this course presents a challenge on each of its
18 holes. The bunkers have all been renovated and
superintendent Bart Scavera and Director of Golf
Paul Melohusky have the greens as fast and firm.
If you’re looking for a challenge at reasonable
price, Gleneagle is the course for you. With weekday
deals such as a $29 senior round with cart, Gleneagle offers a tough price to beat. Also, Gleneagle
has gone through lots of wonderful renovations.
Bunkers, fairways,   and rough are the best shape
they have ever been in and Gleneagle still offers
some of the most outstanding greens in Snohomish
County.  For current specials or more information,
call 360.435.6713
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Russ
Wing

Rules of the Game: If you are in match play
tournament, always good to know the rules
Rule 2 – Match Play
2-1. General
2-2. Halved Hole
2-3. Winner of Match
I am writing this article having just finished
watching the NCAA Division I Women’s and
Men’s Golf Championships on TV over the
last two weeks. Both events were conducted
at Eugene Country Club in Eugene, Ore. The
Women’s Championship was won by the University of Washington Huskies, and the Men’s
Championship was won by the University of
Oregon Ducks. Congratulations to those two
Pacific Northwest teams.
I thought that both of these championships did an excellent job of showcasing
the fun and excitement of match play during
the team championship matches. And both
championships provided excellent theater, as
the final team matches went to extra holes to
determine the NCAA Division I Champions.
As a golfer, I’ve always enjoyed match play.
Unfortunately, most golf tournaments these
days use stroke play for scheduling reasons.
But many clubs still conduct their club championships and some other events using match
play. And fortunately, the PNGA and some
Pacific Northwest state and provincial golf
associations include match play events in their
offerings. And the USGA includes match play

2-4. Concession of Match, Hole or Next Stroke
2-5. Doubt as to Procedure; Disputes and Claims
2-6. General Penalty
in most of their amateur championships.
Prior to participating in a match play event,
it is a good idea to review Rule 2 – Match
Play.
Concessions (Rule 2-4) are a distinguishing
and important part of match play. While there
are a variety of concession-related strategies that can be employed during a match,
as a Rules Official I always advise players to
make their concessions loud and clear. Why?
Because an unclear concession usually leads
to a needless argument, and I’ve seen these
arguments turn ugly.
Another distinguishing characteristic of
match play is that there is no provision for

playing a second ball like Rule 3-3 in stroke
play. Instead, you choose a way to proceed,
and if your opponent thinks that violates a
Rule, they file a claim (Rule 2-5) and then look
for a Rules Official to help sort it out as soon
as possible.
And yet another distinguishing characteristic of match play is that the General Penalty
(Rule 2-6) is loss of hole.  So when one of the
Husky players accidently grounded her club in
a bunker during the team final matches, she
instantly lost that hole. There was no 2-stroke
penalty; she just instantly lost that hole.
Match play is fun. I hope all of you get a
chance to enjoy some of it this summer.
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Foster Golf Links: Perfect
getaway for golf and dining

There is plenty to like about Foster Golf Links,
in Tukwila, Wash.
There is the location, just south of downtown
Seattle and right off Interstate-5. The golf features
18 holes that might not be long but is challenging
enough to test every game. There is the Billy Baroos Restaurant inside the clubhouse and there are
several other things that make Foster a destination
for many Puget Sound area golfers.
But what makes Foster attractive to most golfers is that it is an easy walk, almost like through
a park.
“We are the type of course that anyone can
enjoy,” said Warren Orr, the General Manager.
“We might not be the longest course but we try
and make it the most fun course around.”
On the course, Foster also features FootGolf

and uses much of the course along the way for its
FootGolf holes. The course also has Glow Ball
events, wedge clinics, work leagues and even
beer leagues. One of the most popular attractions
is Movie Night at Foster, which will take place
July 22 with 9-hole round followed by a showing
of Happy Gilmore. The package includes golf,
food and the movie.
At just under 5,000 yards, Foster might not
stretch like some other courses, but there are
enough holes that you can play every club in the
bag and still find trouble along the way.
Billy Baroos Restaurant features 20 beers on
tap and a Burger and Brew Thursday has proven
to be popular - only if you like a free beer with
your burger order.
Call 206.242.4221 for more information.
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Foster Golf Links in Tukwila offers a challenging 18-hole course and terrific clubhouse, too.
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The Hickory Corner: It’s ‘Major’ time for hickory
By Brian Giboney, Special to Inside Golf
A few issues ago I promised to keep you
apprised of the four hickory majors. The first
hickory major of the year – The World Hickory
Match Play - was held May 23-25th at the
prestigious Philadelphia Cricket Club. In the
third place match Jeff Smith of Arkansas and
Cliff Martin of California locked horns with Cliff
Martin closing out Jeff Smith 5 and 4.
In the championship match it was 2015 world
champion Ben Hollerbach of Georgia and 2014
world champion Jeremy Moe of Arkansas in
an epic battle. With Hollerbach nursing a one
up lead he had Moe stymied on the 15th hole.
Moe attempted the risky “stymie chip” but his
ball hit Hollerbach’s ball and thus lost the hole
for a 2-down deficit with three to play. The
match would be decided on the next hole with
Hollerbach claiming the years first major with a
3 & 2 win.
The next hickory major is he Swedish Hickory

Open will be held in Borås, Sweden on August
6-7th at the Hans Jagenburg Golf Course.  Stay
tuned to Inside Golf for those results.
Locally there has been a lot of hickory action
as well. Durel Billy won the Seattle Old Sticks
Championship held at Fairwood Country Club
with a stellar hickory round of 78.
There was a fun hickory Ryder Cup type
competition held at Highlands Golf Course on
April 23rd called The Mojean Cup. It consisted
of two seven person teams competing in 3
formats: 2 person scramble, traditional four
ball, and singles. In the end it was the Jones
Team defeating the Vardon Team 8 1/2 pts to
5 1/2 pts. The Mojean Cup was held in honor of
longtime Allenmoore Professional Don Mojean
who has helped area golfers for over 45 years
and is still going strong at Highlands.
Jim Von Lossow continued his hickory
dominance with a pair of 74s to win the Pacific
Northwest Championship held at the Salem

Golf Club in Salem Oregon on May 14-15. Jim
recently sold his modern set of clubs and is
now playing hickory exclusively which, by the
way, is a symptom of having caught the hickory
bug. That mental state of having fun on the golf
course with wood shafted golf clubs.
Finally, National Hickory Day was a nationwide success on May 1. Close to 1,000 people
(if not more) participated in the hickory event
one way or another at courses throughout the
country.
The Northeastern part of the country was
hard hit with storms and several courses were
washed out, but that did not stop hickory golfers
from getting together to trade clubs, roll a few
replica golf balls on the practice putting green, or
invite a friend to hit some hickories on the range
for the first time. Be looking to participate next
year and join in on the hickory fun.
I will be sure to keep you posted of the 2017
date to celebrate National Hickory Day.
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Ben Hollerbach (left) won the match play.
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FootGolf proving to be popular at Semiahmoo

FootGolf is catching on around the Pacific
Northwest - and especially at Semiahmoo Resort
in Blaine, Wash.
FootGolf is available every Friday and Saturday night at Semiahmoo Resort, starting at 6
p.m. on the public course. And the resort takes of
care of the kids playing FootGolf, giving them a
certificate for a small bucket of range balls.
Semiahmoo is the public course on the odd
days while Loomis Trail on the even days.
The resort recently had a 116-player tournament and when it ended, the 50 kids of parents
came out to play FootGolf. FootGolf has been
terrific for team bonding, said Director of Golf
Brett Eaton. He said that groups have signed up
for tournaments to play FootGolf.
FootGolf also provides resort guests who are
interested in golf or just don’t have the time when
visiting a chance to do something different.
For information call 360.371.7005.

Semiahmoo Resort offers two championship 18-hole courses and also a chance for FootGolf.
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Pepsi Northwest
Women’s Open is
set for July 11-13

The Pepsi Northwest Women’s Open is set
for July 11-13, 2016 at Twin Lakes Golf and
Country Club in Federal Way.
The tournament will feature women professionals from the Pacific Northwest and
the country. The three-day event features a
one-day Pro-Am and a two-day tournament
with a purse of more than $17,000.
The Pepsi Northwest Women’s Open is
open for all professionals and amateurs and
the Pro-Am on Monday July 11 is a one-day
event that features three amateurs and a professional.
For more information call 253.838.0345 or
see www.nwwomensopen.com. The event is
also sponsored by the City of Federal Way.

