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Seattle Golf & Travel Show
will have a different look
The Seattle Golf & Travel Show will have a new look
for the 2017 golf season when it offers a two-day show
instead of three. The show is set for March 4-5 at the
CenturyLink Event Center and will feature a Saturday
and Sunday exhibition. But the show will still feature
everything that is new for 2017 golf.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF

Big Island Golf: An Hawaiian treat

		

Pacific Northwest golf
shows set dates for 2017

Golf shows in the Pacific Northwest have set
their dates for 2017.
First up will be the Boise Golf and Travel
Show, set for Feb. 11.12. The Vancouver Golf
and Travel Show will be held Feb. 18-19 the same
weekend that the Spokane Golf and Travel Show
will be held as well.
Next comes the Portland Golf Show, set for
Feb. 24-26 at the Oregon Convention Center
with the Seattle Golf and Travel Show which
will wrap up the show season with the show on
March 4-5 at the CenturyLink Event Center.
All the shows will show off what is new for
the 2017 with vendors from around the Pacific
Northwest and the country. The shows will also
feature discounted merchandise and a chance
for a free round of golf when you walk in.

Pacific Northwest courses
enter the non-posting time
Now that December is here, scores shot at
courses around the Pacific Northwest can not
be posted. In Washington, scores can not be
posted from NW courses from Nov. 15 through
the last day of February. In Oregon, scores can
not be posted from Dec. 1 through the last day
of February.
If you play golf during the inactive score
posting period in an area where scores are still
being accepted for handicap purposes, you must
post those scores as soon as practicable.
Why do golf associations have an inactive
score posting period? The USGA Course and
Slope Ratings computed for a set of tees represent the difficulty of that set of tees under normal
or mid-season playing conditions. Since the
largest number of scores posted in the WSGA
occur during the month of July, it has been defined normal or mid-season conditions as those
present in July. Due to the unpredictability of offseason conditions - a lack of foliage, different/
changing heights of rough, changing of green
speeds, reduced bounce and roll and how they
can affect a course’s difficulty, accepting scores
during the inactive score posting period could
affect a player’s index. Every golf association in
the northern tier of the United States observes
an inactive score posting period of some length.
For info call 800.643.6410.

There is plenty to like about
golfing the Big Island of Hawaii.
From the scenic and challenging golf courses like Mauna Kea
Resort (above) and Waikoloa
Resort (bottom) to the sights of
lava (right), the Big Island of Hawaii has something for everyone.
There are several golf courses to
choose from and plenty of sights
to see from a drive up to the top
of Mauna Kea Volcano to a trip
through Volcano National Park.
For more on visiting the Big Island
of Hawaii, please see inside this
section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

Jade Greens now out of
business after 20 years

Jade Greens Golf Course in Auburn, Wash.
closed on Nov. 27 as a result of water issues and
rising prices. The nine-hole course and driving
range opened in 1990. The future for the property
is still undecided as various options for are being
considered by current owner Jim Hawk.

Rules Quiz
It has been raining for days but the Committee decides to play the competition as
planned. You hit your ball down the middle
of the fairway. When you get to where you
think your ball should be it cannot be found.
Now what? See the answer on page 2..
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Chambers Bay will
get a new look as
local developers
picked for project

A long awaited project that will help transform
Chambers Bay into a resort has been approved
by Pierce County. Pierce County Executive Pat
McCarthy said she has chosen a team of local
developers to build a resort-style hotel and more
around Chambers Bay.
In addition, Chambers Bay is also expected
to host a Tom Douglas restaurant, which would
be the first one built outside of Seattle.
Douglas’ plans for a bar and grill “was a big
draw” for McCarthy and her team of six who
studied the two proposals for development on
the county-owned land, she said.
But ultimately it was the overall cohesiveness
of the Chambers Bay Development team and its
thoughtful plans for enhancing public amenities
at the site that lifted the proposal above the other
development team, McCarthy said.
The development team is led by Dan and Tom
Absher, of Puyallup-based Absher Construction,
and Dan Putnam, who previously was CEO of
structural engineering firm PCS Structural Solutions, Chambers Bay Development used the local
angle in its pitch. Also included is Columbia
Hospitality, Kemper Sports, GGLO Architects
and Douglas.
See Chambers Bay, Page 8

‘The Spokane Case’
gives private clubs
new look at policies
By Craig Smith, The Seattle Times

“The Spokane case” is what it is called in
private-club circles.
If you have friends who belong to a private
club, odds are excellent they have heard of it. If
they are on the board of a private club, they know
it well.
Tremors continue from a five-year-old ruling
made in a marathon lawsuit filed in 2009 that resulted in the bankruptcy and sale of the Spokane
Country Club.
What started as a gender-discrimination
lawsuit by four women members ended with the
club declaring bankruptcy and being sold to the
Kalispel Indian Tribe. The tribe operates it as the
semiprivate Kalispel Golf and Country Club. The
course is an amenity of the Northern Quest Resort
& Casino and offers stay-and-play packages. It
is also open to some public play, which explains
the golf-industry description of “semiprivate.”
The 118-year-old Spokane club, site of the
first U.S. Women’s Open in 1946, was purchased
for $3 million by the tribe in December.
At the heart of the case for other private clubs
— whether they be yacht clubs, tennis clubs or
golf clubs — is a ruling made by Spokane County
Superior Court Judge Linda Tompkins in 2011.
She ruled the club was not exempt from
public-accommodation provisions of state
anti-discrimination laws. Usually, privatemembership clubs are exempt from these laws
on grounds of preserving rights of privacy and
See Spokane Case, Page 8
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As our rental car made the drive down the Chain
of Craters Road at the Hawaii Volcanoes National
Park, it was obvious that this was not going to be
just any trip to the islands.
When we parked the car, we saw a huge steam
cloud coming from where lava from Kilauea was
running off into the ocean. We had hoped to maybe
get a glimpse of lava, but didn’t want to walk the
four miles in the twilight.
As we made out way back up the road, we saw a
glow in the night sky. And this was not some moon
glow. This was orange. Maybe we were going to
see some lava afterall.
We pulled into the parking lot of the Jaggar
Museum at the park and walked toward the edge
of Kilauea. We took a look down into the crater
and there it was - lava boiling up from the bottom.
And with a view from a telescope from a friendly
ranger, it looked like a scene from a movie with
molten rocks and lava bubbling to the surface.
Welcome to the Big Island. The home of lava,
mountains, beaches and golf. Lots of golf. Great
golf. Picturesque golf. You get the idea.
I had been to the Big Island before, but this trip
was the best. The sights from the National Park
with the lava and steam got it all started. The drive
up to the top of Mauna Kea (all 13,677 feet) was
breathtaking. And the sights of golf, especially on
the third tee of Mauna Kea was something you
won’t forget. On that tee, you want 200 yards from
the green, with the Pacific Ocean, lava and other
trouble waiting for your shot.
There are plenty of places that will get your heart
racing on the golf course. Kona Country Cub was
closed for two years with an irrigation project, but
is now open and features some long par-3 holes
and a tee shot with a blow hole from the ocean on
the other side of the box.
The Champions Tour likes the Big Island, having
Hualalai host its annual Mitsubishi Electric Championship every February. Mauna Lani and its North
and South courses host the Hawaii State Open

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

The Big Island: If you are looking for a
golfing, lava treat this is the right place
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Rules Answer
• Answer: This presents one of the challenges of the
Northwest for Rules of Golf Committees hosting events
during certain times of the year. Contrary to popular belief
under the Rules of Golf the players in the group are not
authorized to decide the ball is embedded and they cannot find it so the player can drop a ball without penalty and
proceed. In this case the ball is lost and the player must
proceed under Rule 27-1, stroke and distance.
In order for a player to proceed by substituting a ball
the area must be an abnormal ground condition (marked
by the committee as GUR, or covered with casual water or
defined as such and identified in the notice to competitors).
In that case the player can deem his ball to lie at where it
first crossed the outermost limits of the condition and drop
a ball within one club length of the nearest point of relief,
no penalty.
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Whalen, Li headline WSGA Players of the Year for 2016
The Washington State Golf Association
(WSGA) has announced the 2016 Player of
the Year recipients. The category winners are
as follows: Men's, Andrew Whalen of Ephrata;
Women's, Marianne Li of Bellevue; Men's
Mid-Amateur, Reid Hatley of Hayden Lake,
Idaho; Women's Mid-Amateur, Shawn Farmer of
Renton; Senior Men's, Erik Hanson of Kirkland;
Senior Women's, Lisa Smego of Olympia; Junior
Boys', Joe Highsmith of Lakewood; and Junior
Girls', Brittany Kwon of Bremerton.
Here’s a look at this year’s winners.
• Andrew Whalen: Men's Player of the Year
Now a redshirt senior at Northwestern University, Andrew had a solid 2016 season. He
made it to the final match of the PNGA Men's
Amateur before finishing runner-up, and was
also runner-up at the prestigious North & South
Amateur. He finished second at the Northwest
Open Invitational, playing against the region's

PGA club professionals; and finished fifth at the
Rosauers Open Invitational
• Marianne Li, Women's Player of the Year
In 2016, Marianne continued her strong play
in the Pacific Northwest golf scene. She won the
Washington State Women's Amateur, and was a
quarterfinalist in the PNGA Women's Amateur.
She also qualified for the U.S. Women's Amateur.
Now a sophomore at the University of CaliforniaBerkeley, Li qualified as an individual for the
2016 NCAA Women's Championship, held at
Eugene (Ore.) Country Club.
• Reid Hatley, Men's Mid-Am Player of the Year
This is the second year in a row that Reid
has earned this honor, having another solid year
in 2016. He won the Washington State Men's
Mid-Amateur Championship, having finished
third last year and second the year before. He
finished ninth at the Rosauers Open Invitational
and made it to the Round of 32 in the PNGA

Men's Amateur. He was named to represent Team
Washington in the 2016 USGA Men's State Team
Championship, where he finished tied for 12th
individually.
• Shawn Farmer, Women's Mid-Am Player
This is the first time Shawn has received this
award. Her season included a runner-up finish
at the PNGA Women's Mid-Amateur, where she
made it to the final match; and she also finished
tied for second in the WSGA Women's MidAmateur.
• Erik Hanson, Senior Men's Player of the Year
Erik had another great year, culminating with
his being named for this award. He finished tied
for second in the Washington Open Invitational,
finishing just one shot off the lead, playing against
the region's PGA club professionals. He was also
a semifinalist in the PNGA Master-40 Amateur, a
championship he has won three times previously
(2015, 2010, 2007). Hanson finished third in the

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

Washington State Men's Mid-Amateur, and was
named to Team Washington in the 2016 USGA
Men's State Team.
• Lisa Smego, Senior Women's Player of the Year
This year saw a great comeback for Lisa. She
started the season fast, winning the Washington
State Senior Women's Champion of Champions
in April.
• Joe Highsmith, Junior Boys' Player of the Year
The 2016 season saw a big leap forward for
Joe. He finished third in the Washington State
Amateur, after having the lead going into the
final round and finishing just one shot out of a
playoff in his bid to become the youngest player
to win the championship.
• Brittany Kwon, Junior Girls' Player of the Year
Brittany won several titles in 2016. In WJGA
events, she won the Eastern Open, the Western
Open, the District 3 Championship, and capped it
off by winning the WJGA State Championship.
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Pumpkin Ridge offers 2017 Ghost Pass with deals;
UW women fall in final of East Lake Cup to Duke

The 2017 Ghost Pass is now available and if
you haven't purchased yours yet please make sure
you take the time do so. The 3 options available
are the Ghost Pass for $149, which provides special pricing every day during the week; the Senior
Ghost Pass for $99, which provides special pricing Monday - Thursday for ages 55 and up; and
the Ghost Pass 55+ for $149 which gives you the
benefit of both the Senior Pass and Ghost Pass.  
Some highlights of the pass are listed below.
• New Rate structure
• All of our rates for next year are listed below.  
We have updated the seasons and time frames
the rates are available. Ghost Pass Holders will
also be able to get the after 5:00pm rate starting
at 3:00pm May - September.
• 2 Free rounds
• Sign up before the end of November and
receive a 2nd complimentary round. The 2nd
round expires March 1st 2017 and the other round
till the end of the Ghost Pass.
• Merchandise Discount
• Ghost pass holders will receive 20% off of
apparel and 10% off of equipment
• Complimentary Range Access with each
round played
• We will be changing the range set up and no
longer having the ball machine. You will have
complimentary range access on days they play
a round of golf with us.
• New Oregon Resident Rate  
• All guest of Ghost Pass Holders will now
receive the Oregon Resident Rate
Any questions, call the golf shop at 503-6479977.

OGA head elected IAGA President

Oregon Golf Association CEO Barb Trammell was elected as the new President of the
International Association of Golf Administra-

tors (IAGA) at the 2016 IAGA Conference last
month, held at Amelia Island Resort in Amelia
Island, Fla. Trammell, the Chief Executive Officer of the OGA since 2007, will serve a one-year
term through next year’s IAGA Conference. It
has no effect on her standing as OGA CEO, a
role she will continue to hold.
The IAGA is made up of staff members of
regional, state and national golf associations to
enhance communication and share techniques
and information relating to the game of golf.
The IAGA is one of the leaders in education for
golf associations for Championship Administration, Handicapping, Course Rating, Junior Golf,
Communications and more.

Nelson wins WSGA Volunteer honor

At the 95th WSGA Annual Meeting, held at
Fairwood G&CC in Renton, Wash., Dave Nelsen
was honored as the 2016 George Holland Volunteer of the Year.
Mild mannered, soft spoken and dedicated
are very good descriptions of Dave. He has been
a valued member of the WSGA Course Rating
Committee for more than six years, and in 2016
he participated in 18 course ratings, traveling all
over the state, and made himself available for all
40 course ratings performed by the WSGA. He
has been a member of the Riverbend Men’s Club
since 2010.

UW women fall in East Lake final

Duke beat defending national champion
Washington, 3-1-1, in the  match play finals to
win the championship of the East Lake Cup at
East Lake Golf Club in Atlanta, Ga. Sophomore
Wehyung Keh won her match versus the Blue
Devils’ Ana Belac by a margin of 2 up, but it was
the only head-to-head match that the Huskies
would win.

A day after beating No. 1 seed Stanford, 4-1,
the Huskies could not find the same magic from
Tuesday. Against the third-seeded Blue Devils,
the Huskies fell behind and never recovered.
Freshman Ellen Takada dropped her match to
defending NCAA Individual Champion, Virginia
Elena Carta, to give Duke a quick 1-0 lead. Trailing 1-0, the Huskies started to show some signs
of life and tried to rally back into the match.
Freshman Eunwon Park rallied from a 2-hole
deficit to square her match up against Lisa Maguire, but on the 18th hole she missed the green
and bogeyed while Maguire scored par to win
the match 1 up and give Duke the 2-0 lead.
The Blue Devils would clinch the match when
Sandy Choi expanded a two-hole lead through 13
holes over sophomore Sarah Rhee with birdies
on 14 and 15 to take a 4&3 victory.

Black Butte Ranch , Fought honored

Black Butte Ranch in Central Oregon was
named the Oregon Golf Association Club of the
Year while director of golf at Black Butte Jeff
Fought was named the OGA’s Club Executive
of the Year.

Northwest hickory players are honored

Congratulations to Northwest Hickory Players
co-founder and national hickory golf equipment
expert, Rob Ahlschwede, for being honored as
the The Society of Hickory Golfers (SoHG) 2016
Mike Brown award recipient. Annual awards
are current or former members of the SoHG
who are recognized as part of the hickory playing community and who have made substantial
contributions to hickory golf. Also, Northwest
Hickory Players co-founder and Seattle PGA
professional, Jim Von Lossow won the Senior
Open Division at the national Mid Pines Hickory
Championship, in Southern Pines, NC.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Semiahmoo reflects
back on ‘The King’

The passing of Arnold Palmer on September 25,
2016 sent shockwaves throughout the golfing world.
However, it also reinforced the indelible legacy and
impact that Mr. Palmer had, not only on the game of
golf, but to the lives of each and every individual that
had the privilege of watching him play or meeting him
in person.
The anecdotes have been well documented. We
were “Arnie’s Army”.
In reflection, almost nothing regarding the details
of Mr. Palmer’s life centered around his remarkable
Hall of Fame playing career, but rather his generosity
as a person and what it meant to be in his presence.
Brian Southwick, the former director of golf at
Semiahmoo Golf & Country Club, fondly remembers the thrill of his encounter with “The King” on
Monday, June 22, 1987. Arnold Palmer was coming
to Blaine, Wash. for the grand opening of his newly
completed Pacific Northwest gem (one of just three
Palmer Course Design’s in Washington state) and to
host a clinic, followed by an exhibition round for local
charity.
After the round with Mark Johnson, Semiahmoo
Club’s head golf professional at the time, the Resort
hosted a reception and a formal meet and greet with
Mr. Palmer.
“It was a magical, memorable day for everyone,”
Southwick said. “The anticipation was palpable as we
watched Arnold’s helicopter touch down on the tenth
tee box. He stayed for hours signing autographs and I
guarantee that if you speak with anyone that was there
that day, they’ll light up, and recall vividly where they
stood and how close they were to Arnie.”
Twenty-nine years later, with a set of Arnold
Palmer’s golf clubs still on display in the Pro Shop,
golfers at Semiahmoo Golf Club are still struck by
his elegant course design; the site specific approach
which takes advantage of Washington’s forested terrain while incorporating strategic water features.
A few years after the grand opening Palmer returned to the Semiahmoo course for a private visit.
“He could have played anywhere in the Northwest, but he decided to come back to Semiahmoo,”
Southwick says. “He loved it here.”
“And we were glad to have known him.”

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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B.C. golfers sweep honors for
‘16 PNGA Players of the Year
The Pacific Northwest Golf Association
(PNGA) has announced the 2016 Players of the
Year. Those honored include Men's Player of the
Year, Jared du Toit of Kimberley, B.C.; Women's,
Naomi Ko of Victoria, B.C.; Men's Mid-Amateur,
Reid Hatley of Hayden Lake, Idaho; Women's
Mid-Amateur, Amanda Jacobs of Portland, Ore.;
Senior Men's, Pat O'Donnell, Happy Valley, Ore.;
Senior Women's, Anita Wicks of Roseburg, Ore.;
Junior Boys', Spencer Tibbits of Vancouver,
Wash.; and Junior Girls', Ellie Slama of Salem,
Ore. Here’s a brief look at the winners:
• Jared du Toit, Men's Player of the Year: Jared du
Toit, who started his college golf career as a member of the
University of Idaho men's golf team before transferring to
Arizona State University where he is now a senior, kicked
off his impressive 2016 campaign in May with a T25 at the
NCAA Regional qualifier in Albuquerque.
• Naomi Ko, Women's Player of the Year: Naomi Ko,
an emerging young star in the Canadian women's golf scene,
finished her freshman season last spring as a member of the
North Carolina State women's golf team with a T5 at the
Women's ACC Conference Championship 		
• Reid Hatley, Men's Mid-Amateur Player of the Year:
Reid Hatley was named the Men's Mid-Amateur Player of
the Year for the second consecutive year. In mid-July Reid
finished in 9th place at the Rosauers Open Invitational,
competing against the region's PGA club professionals.
• Amanda Jacobs, Women's Mid-Amateur Player of
the Year: This is the second year in a row that Amanda Jacobs

Did you know….
• Golf raises more money
for charity nationally than all
other sports (NFL, NHL, MLB,
NBA) combined. Annually, the
game generates $3.9 billion for
philanthropic causes.

has earned Women's Mid-Amateur Player of the Year honors.
Jacobs began her 2016 campaign with a 5th place finish at the
Oregon Women's Mid-Amateur held at Pumpkin Ridge.
• Pat O'Donnell, Senior Men's Player of the Year: Pat
O'Donnell was arguably the best senior men's player from the
state of Oregon during the 2016 season. O'Donnell placed
3rd at the OGA Senior Tournament of Champions, and won
both the Oregon Senior Stroke Play and Oregon Senior
Amateur.
• Anita Wicks, Senior Women's Player of the Year:
Anita Wicks had a busy year of amateur golf. She competed
in a number of OGA championships highlighted by a fourth
place finish at the Oregon Women's Senior Stroke Play
• Spencer Tibbits, Junior Boys' Player of the Year:
Spencer Tibbits had a tremendous year en route to being
named the 2016 PNGA Junior Boys' Player of the Year.
Spencer won the PNW Junior PGA Championship, Oregon
Junior Amateur, Oregon Junior Stroke Play, along with winning the individual title in the Washington State Boys' High
School State Championship for the 3A division. Tibbits, now
a senior in high school, finished T13 at the Hogan Cup, T21
at the Junior PGA Championship, T28 at the Junior America's
Cup and qualified for the U.S. Junior Amateur.
• Ellie Slama, Junior Girls' Player of the Year: For the
second consecutive year, Ellie Slama has been named the
2016 PNGA Junior Girls' Player of the Year with a resume
that is hard to believe. Ellie finished T23 at the Junior PGA
Championship, T18 at the Girls' Junior America's Cup, T7 at
the IMG Junior World, 2nd at the Oregon Girls' Junior Stroke
Play and runner-up at the Oregon Girls' Junior Amateur.
She took home the trophy by winning the OGA Girls' Peter
Jacobsen Junior Challenge the championship. 		
• The Royal Oaks team won its third OGA Men’s Team
Championship since
2012 by eights shots
over second-place Riverside at Bandon Trails
Golf Course at Bandon
Dunes Resort. The team
consisted of Gaston de
La Torre, Jake O’Neal,
Jonathan Romano and
William Snow. The team made up a six-shot deficit after one
round to win the tournament.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Kevin Chappell • Kirkland • 108th on the list with $87,496
• Ben Crane • Portland • 75th on the list with $151,507
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 91st on the list with $107,783
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 140th on the list with $50,230
• Richard Lee • Bellevue • No Events
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 48th on the list with $274,507
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 202nd on the list with $135,437
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 176th on the list with $19,830
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 37th on the list with $325,700
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 70th on the list with $165,247
• Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • 58th on the list with $228,813
Web.com Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • No Events
• Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • No Events
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • No Events
• Scott Harrington • Portland • No Events
• Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW• No Events
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • No Events
• Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • No Events
• Andrew Yun • Tacoma • No Events
Champions Tour• Fred Couples • Seattle • 62nd on the list with $227,200
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 101st on the list with $52,521
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 70th on the list with $195,712
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 120th on the list with $27,042
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 18th on the list with $969,327
Mackenzie Tour (Canada)
• Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • 2nd on the list with $84,075
• Cameron Peck • Olympia • 23rd on the list with $26,789
• Chris Williams • Ex-UW • 81st on the list with $5,933
• Aaron Wise • Ex-Oregon • 4th on the list with $65,313
LPGA Tour
• SooBin Kim • Ex-UW • 155th on the list with $13,576
• Sadena Parks • Tacoma • 111th on the list with $68,117
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Molly Aronsson • Ex-UW • No Events
• Kelli Bowers • Chelan • No Events
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
• Mallory Kent • Seattle • No Events
• Erynne Lee • Silverdale • No Events
• Kristen Rue • Gig Harbor • No Events
• Renee Skidmore • Everett • No Events
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • No Events
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‘The Spokane Case’ means that
private clubs will have to take
a close look at how they operate
Continued from Page 1
freedom of association.
In other words, the private club had to operate as if it were a public business and be vigilant
not to offend anyone or face legal consequences.
Suddenly, a club policy such as designating a
block of tee times for one gender could make it
a legal target on grounds of discrimination.
In making the ruling, the judge cited examples
of how the club had been operating in some ways
as a public business to boost revenue. She noted
the ease of gaining membership, that nonmembers could rent the club for weddings and other
occasions, that the general public could shop in
the pro shop and that college golf teams used the
course.
“The Spokane case” has prompted a behindclosed-doors review of policies at clubs in the
Northwest.
“I think it has caused everybody to evaluate themselves and how private they are,” said
Tom Frets, general manager of Fairwood Golf
& Country Club in Renton who is president of
the Evergreen Chapter of the Club Managers
Association of America.
Frets said he knows of clubs that no longer do
“outside weddings” (weddings with no ties to a
member), “outside” charity events or allow their
courses to be used by high-school teams because
of the Spokane ruling.
One Puget Sound repercussion was the decision of the Everett Golf & Country Club to
withdraw from the three-course rotation in the
annual Snohomish County Amateur. The Everett
club also stopped hosting high-school tournaments. Board members said they didn’t want
to do anything to jeopardize the club’s private
status.

Brad Steele, vice president and general counsel of the National Club Association in Washington, D.C., replied “absolutely” when asked if the
Spokane case has been a national topic.
Steele called the Spokane ruling “wide ranging” and said, “Private clubs want to protect their
private status.”
A Puget Sound club manager who didn’t want
to be identified said no club, including those
with impeccable policies, wants a judge or the
government “telling you what to do.”
Another reason clubs have paid attention
to the Spokane ruling is because private clubs
are exempt from federal income tax. But if
the Internal Revenue Service says too much
“general-public” money is flowing in, a club can
lose its tax-exempt status. The Spokane Country
Club remained nonprofit for federal income-tax
purposes. Still, the judge’s ruling raised a huge
warning flag on policies and a smaller warning
flag on tax-exempt status that other clubs were
quick to notice.
The four women filed suit contending they
didn’t get the same benefits and privileges enjoyed by men who also had full-status memberships.
Some examples were certain prime tee times
reserved for men, male-only tournaments and a
men’s grill (restaurant area) the plaintiffs said
continued in custom even after it was formally
declared open to both genders.
Victorious lawyer Mary Schultz used the
comparison of men and women ordering a $5
hamburger at a fast-food restaurant and the
women being handed a $3 burger.
Schultz said her clients had presented their
complaints to the club board without success
before filing suit.
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The Kalispel Indian Tribe bought Spokane Country Club and is now operating semiprivate.
One of the plaintiffs, Drusilla Hieber, recently
told The Times, “The ego of specific male members who believed in traditions sabotaged the
club. . . . The reason we were so passionate was
that we paid for rights and male membership
denied us our rights.”
The discrimination case became a sinkhole of
legal bills and problems for the club. In 2013, it
was hit by a $579,000 jury verdict for discrimination against the four women. After the verdict,
the club filed for bankruptcy protection.
In 2014, the case went back before Judge
Tompkins after complaints of continuing discrimination against women. The judge heard
evidence and took the extraordinary move of
putting the club under court supervision. Her
order included the requirement any official club
tournament be open to both men and women.
Later, the club, whose membership once
included singer-actor Bing Crosby, was ordered
to pay victorious lawyer Schultz $773,000 in
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attorney fees plus expenses.
These days, the downward spiral has been
reversed.
Gary Lindeblad — who fought the City of
Spokane over deteriorating conditions at public
Indian Canyon Golf Course, where he was the
pro for decades — is the head pro at Kalispel.
The club, which during the 1990s reportedly had
370 golf memberships and a waiting list, was
down to about 200 golf memberships when the
tribe bought it, according to general manager
Bob Castle. That number is up to 230 and social
memberships also have increased, he said.
The tribe increased the greens crew from
10 to 30, replaced its golf-cart fleet with carts
equipped with GPS, installed two full-swing golf
simulators, added a fitness center and has opened
a public restaurant, the 1898 Public House, at the
club.
“We’re striving to make KGCC the best golf
experience in the Northwest,” Castle said.
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• THE LESSON TEE •
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I have been playing and coaching golf my
entire life. Golf has been my passion since
age 12. I have sought to play and coach golf
as well as it can possibly be done. This passion
in my life and journey has taken me to the PGA
Tour, winning on the Web.com tour, playing the
Champions Tour and having the most major wins
in the history of Pacific Northwest Golf. I say
that to say this, "I am a better coach than I am
a player!" Golf is not what I do but rather who I
am.
Here are some principles, drills and mindsets I
use and coach to help players putt better. (myself
included)
1. Great speed on any putt is a non-negotiable: I would say proper speed on a putt of 15-40
feet is a wonderful first step to more success
on the greens. Golfers focus 80% of their mind
on line and 20% on speed. I believe it should
be reversed. 80% speed/20% read. If a player
has great speed they will eliminate many 3 putt
greens. Golfers leave putts short and long, that
is why they 3 putt. If a player has great speed,
they can believe and trust much more. Hit 40 foot
putts and "just roll your golf ball" like throwing a
horse shoe or a baseball. Get target focused
and aware. Get more "out of your head" and "into
the target." Think athletic more than technique.
A good image, "long putt, longer backstroke."
Not necessarily a longer through stroke.
Begin your putting practice with speed drills
from long distance. 30-40 foot putts.
2. Get a good set up at address. (photo 1)
a. Hands below your shoulders.
		
b. Most people would do better with a
shorter putter. Come see me and get a proper
fit. Choking down on your putter will be helpful.
c. Bend forward with your spine.
		
d. Hands forward at address (also
keep them forward through the stroke)

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: Here are some drills,
principles and mindsets for putting

3. Make more putts 5 feet and under
a. Put a tee at five places on the green
3 feet around a hole. (3', 5', 7') Call it the star
drill. Take five golf balls and make 3 of 5 at each
spot before you move on. (Photo 2, the little girl
is my grand daughter). Do the same drill at 5 feet
and 7 feet at your five spots around the hole.
You will improve.
4. Be mentally ''TOUGH"
a. Commit to your read from 5 feet
and in. Even if you are unsure of the break, get
sure before you putt.
b. Develop a repetitive, reactive routine.
1. Line the blade
2. Line the body
3. Hit the putt on the sweet spot of
the putter each time. The sweet spot is the
line on your putter. If you hit all putts solid on
the sweet spot your ball will roll better and your
speed will be more consistent.

Jeff Coston is a 20-time Pacific Northwest
PGA Player of the Year. Jeff can be reached for
appointment year round by calling Semiahmoo
Resort at 360-201-4590. See jeffcoston.com
Jeff also has a warm, dry academy building for
year round instruction.
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• RULES OF THE GAME •
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Russ
Wing

Rules of the Game: You better know the right Chambers Bay
rule for the right situation when you tee it up will get a new
Rule 20 – Lifting, Dropping and Placing;
Playing from Wrong Place
20–1. Lifting and Marking
“A ball to be lifted under the Rules may be liftd by the player, his
partner or another person authorized by the player.”
20–3. Placing and Replacing
Recently I was watching the PGA Tour Champions Dominion Charity Classic on TV, and I saw
something unusual that caught my eye. I saw
Bernhard Langer’s caddy replace his ball on the
putting green, adjust it several times, and finally
lift the coin. Hmmmmmmm. Can his caddy do
that?
Langer’s situation was that he had recently
injured his left knee, so that it was difficult for him
to squat down and mark, lift, and later replace
his ball on the putting green. So he was having
his caddy help him with those tasks. But is that
allowed?
As a Rules Official, I should have known the
answer right away. But it’s been a while since
I’ve thought about those details of the Rules.
Thankfully, I knew exactly where to look, which
is Rule 20, my favorite Rule.
In the exhibit that accompanies this article,
I’ve copied a couple of relevant sentences from
Rule 20.
First, let’s look at the sentence from Rule
20-3. Who can replace Langer’s ball on the putting green? Since this is an individual event, the
ball must be replaced by either Langer himself
or the person who lifted it.

“A ball to be replaced under the Rules must be replaced by any one of
the following: (i) the person who lifted or moved the ball, (ii) the plaer,
or (iii) the player’s partner.”

Now let’s look at the sentence from Rule 20-1.
Who can lift Langer’s ball on the putting green?
Since this is an individual event, the ball must
be lifted by either Langer himself or a person
authorized by him, which can include his caddy.
The astute reader will notice that Langer has
to be careful here. If he marks and lifts his ball,
then he has to be the one to replace it. If he has
his caddy replace it after Langer has lifted it, then
Langer gets a 1-stroke penalty under Rule 20-3a.
So if Langer wants his caddy to replace the ball
and line it up, then he has to have him mark and
lift it.
Can the Rules of Golf be complicated? Yes,
they can. This is probably a situation where a
player who didn’t know the Rules could easily
incur a 1-stroke penalty for doing something
that he thought was OK. So how does a golfer
protect himself from this type of penalty? Know
the Rules.

The astute reader will notice
that Langer has to be careful
here. If he marks and lifts
his ball, then he has to be the
one to replace it. If he has his
caddy replace it after Langer
has lifted it, then Langer gets
a 1-stroke penalty under Rule
20-3a. So if Langer wants his
caddy to replace the ball and
line it up, then he has to have
him mark and lift it.
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look with plan

Continued from Page 1
Putnam and the Abshers say they view the
project as a legacy, something they would
remain a part of after construction.
The plans are conceptual, which means
architectural features and smaller details are
likely change as the project moves through
the permitting process.
Already McCarthy and her team have
proposed a major change to the plans: No
residential housing on the property.
Chambers Bay Development had proposed
building the villas along Grandview and additional housing near the southern portion of
the 930-acre Chambers Creek Properties site,
if market conditions warranted.
Under the revised plan, the developers
still would build 80 villas below the 80-room
hotel. The county is deciding whether they
could be long-term rentals.
Other components of the project include
a 5,000-square-foot event space, 200-seat
Douglas restaurant and six spa-treatment
rooms. The development team made a point
to include public amenities in its project,
including adding a public overlook and improvements to the existing trail.
Beyond offering the first hotel in University Place, the proposal also calls for golf
academies, camps and clinics to appeal to
golfers looking to improve their game.
While Chambers Bay Development is
the preferred choice, nothing is final until a
lease development agreement is reached for
how the site should be developed. McCarthy
would like to see the terms of the agreement
finalized and approved by the County Council
by the end of the year.
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Aureus Shoe Review
By Bob Marlatt
I have always disliked changing shoes after a
round of golf, messing with tight shoes and laces.
That all changed when I tried the Aureus slip-on
shoes. Never have I had a more comfortable pair of
shoes nor had I received so many complements on
my shoes before.
Aureus was established in 1977 at a time when
specialty brands ruled the athletic market. They
called the golf course home, so you could say they
were born playing the game. And top pros wore the
collection making Aureus a dominant golf brand
for decades until megabrands took over the market.
Niche manufacturers struggled, but from the outside
veteran shoemaker Frank Tien saw a great opportunity.
As a vertical production savant with over 30
years of experience producing millions of pairs of
top quality shoes for some of the biggest U.S. retailers and name brands, Tien understood the intrinsic
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value in Aureus and possessed the unique vision to
breathe new life into the brand. And in 2014, Aureus
was reborn. Based in Los Angeles, today’s Aureus
offers a modern sleek footwear collection with an
expanded focus on the advanced technologies and
materials that differentiates them.
At the core is their proprietary AM-TECH Sole
Technology®–it’s a truly revolutionary way to
construct footwear. They securely bond each layer
of the shoe directly together. Compare this to other
brands that rely on archaic cheap glues and cements
that are prone to fail. Every pair is designed to outlast
your expectations. They use premium material uppers and linings for a luxurious look and feel that’s
always on trend.
If you have any foot issues, I implore you to get
a pair of Aureus shoes, you won’t regret it.
For more information about Aureur shoes, you
can visit their website at: wwwAureus–USA.com.
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Aureus makes a complete line of men’s shoes. The photo above shows men’s Clasico style.
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Big Island Golf
Golf on the Big Island in Hawai’i offers
up a variety of challenging courses
to play and a variety of sights to see
By Steve Turcotte, Inside Golf Editor

You know that you are flying into something special
just by looking out the window of the airplane as you
land at the Kona International Airport on Hawaiʻi, the
Big Island. From those brief seconds upon landing, you
see golf courses, lava fields, mountains, ocean waves
and long endless miles of roads.
Welcome to the Island of Hawaiʻi, also called the
Big Island, a paradise that has just about everything
you would want in a golf vacation. Terrific resort golf
courses? Check. Some great public courses? Check.
Plenty of beaches to enjoy the Pacific Ocean and its
surfing and snorkeling? Check and check. The chance
to tee off in the shadow of one of the tallest mountains
- Mauna Kea? Check. Outdoor experiences like zip
lining, bike riding, hiking and more. Check, check and
check. And, the chance to see active volcanoes? Serious
check.
Other islands like Oʻahu, Maui and Kauaʻi might
get more headlines, but Hawaiʻi Island is a place where
you get everything the islands have to offer - and less
crowds. OK, there is one week where the crowds are
big - and for good reason. The annual Ironman Triathlon
is held in October every year and brings the top athletes
to the island along with big crowds. But it is certainly
an event worth watching as the athletes swim 2.4 miles,
bike 112 miles and run a 26.2 mile marathon all in the
same day. And amazingly, the winner does it in around
eight hours.
For golf, Hawaiʻi Island is the home to some of
the top courses you will find anywhere. From resorts
like Mauna Kea, Waikoloa, Mauna Lani and Hualālai
to public tracks like Makalei, there is no shortage of
golf.
It all started in 1964 when Mauna Kea was designed
by Robert Trent Jones Sr. and opened for play. In fact,
Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer and Gary Player came
over for an exhibition. Rumor has it during the round on
the par-3 third hole, the three stood at the 272-yard tee
box with the Pacific Ocean in front of them that Player
told the other two he couldn’t carry his ball that far.
There is a plaque on the tee box commemorating the
exhibition that day. Right next door sits Hapuna Golf
Course which features a dramatic course with plenty
of holes up the hill and more down the hill toward the
Pacific Ocean.
Many of the resorts sit along the ocean and offer
terrific views. Waikoloa Beach Resort has two courses
to offer, the Beach and the Kings’ Course. The Kings’
Course is embraced by natural lava formations so
keeping the ball in the fairway is key. The Waikoloa
Beach Resort is more than just golf as well. There are
two shopping villages and two resorts - a Marriott and
a Hilton. The Hilton is so set on 62 acres and is so
spacious that you can opt to take a tram or boat to get
from one side of the resort to the other. The Marriott
features a spectacular setting along the beach.
Mauna Lani Resort is nestled between Waikoloa
Beach Resort and Mauna Kea Resort and has two
courses on site. Its signature 15th hole on the South
Course is one of the most photographed holes in the
world. In the winter, you might see humpback whales.
Hualālai Resort’s Jack Nicklaus designed course is also
the home of the Champions Tour in January.
Kona Country Club is another gem, having been
closed for two years for an irrigation project but is now
opened and featuring some long par-3 holes and some
terrific views along the ocean.
Inland, golf is still a treat. Makalei Golf Club, up
the hill from the Kona Airport, just might be one of the
hilliest golf courses around. In fact, the cart drive from
the clubhouse to the driving range takes you up 750
feet. And wildlife abound, including peacocks and wild
boars. Another course inland is the Big Island Country
Club, which features wide fairways and water on half of
the holes. And Waikoloa Golf Village sits at elevation
and offers a Robert Trent Jones Jr. course with some

There is plenty to like about traveling on the
Big Island of Hawai’i. The 13,500-foot peak of
Mauna Kea is home to several observatories (top
left); The Ironman Triathlon is held every October with a finish in downtown Kona (top right);
Hapuna Golf Club (top) offers some scenic views
from the hill above Mauna Kea.
scenic views of the ocean.
Hawai’i Island is the biggest island in the chain.
And it’s also an island that offers the chance to make
the circuit driving around the island to see what it has
to offer.
From the north is the town of Hāwī, which is the
home for the original statue of King Kamehameha, who
ruled Hawaiʻi in the 1800’s. As you make your way
along the winding two-lane road, you run into places
like ʻAkaka Falls before you go through the town of
Hilo, the largest city on the island. The Big Island is
a place that generates its own weather. Hilo might get
200 inches of rain a year while the Kohala side of the
island might get just 10 inches of rain each year.
Off the main roads, are some terrific beaches, including a black sand beach. Further down the road is
Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park. If you want to see
an active volcano then this is your stop and Kīlauea
will have everything you need to see. There are plenty
of ways to see the volcanoes from land, sea and air.
Recently, the volcano has been bubbling lava and
sending it into the ocean, causing large steam clouds
to form where it runs into the water.
The trip around the Hawaiʻi Island is about 300
miles. And there is plenty to see and do. In fact all
but two of the earth’s climate zones - from tropical
rainforest to subarctic tundra - can be found here. The
island is about as large as the state of Connecticut. And
there is an even a chance to see some snow as Mauna
Kea and Mauna Loa, both towering 13,000 feet over
the island, often have snow on their tops in the winter
months. There are a number of observatories on top of
Mauna Kea and you can drive your car all the way to
the top of the mountain.
There’s never a shortage of things to do. In fact,
you might realize at the end of a vacation that you need
more time. Or, if you are like me, you realize you need
to head back sooner than later. Especially when Mother
Nature throw such bad weather our way in the winter
months.
For more information see www.gohawaii/hawaiiisland.

Hualalai Golf Club is a host course for the Champions Tour with a tournament every year.

Mauna Lani has two championship golf courses to tee it up at and hosts the Hawaii State Open.
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Mauna Kea Beach Hotel:
Something for everyone

What started as a vast lava field more than 50
years ago has turned into one of the top resorts in
the world thanks to visionary developer Laurance
S. Rockefeller and a beach that is ranked among
the best anywhere. Welcome to Mauna Kea Beach
Hotel, a place where VIP treatment begins the
minute you walk in the door. From check-in to
the courtesy tropical drink and Hawaiian Lei to
check-out, Mauna Kea Beach Hotel gives guests
the feeling they have been to one of the top resorts,
which is exactly what it is.
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel, located on the island
of Hawaii, sits on Kauna’oa Bay, which also serves
as an almost private beach for the hotel. It has been
ranked as the top beach in the United States and
fifth-best in the world.
The Mauna Kea Golf Course is just outside the
front lobby and is considered one of the top courses

in the country. The Robert Trent Jones Sr.-designed
course was carved out of the lava field and the
third hole, a par-3 over the ocean, is one of the top
holes in Hawaii and often cited as one of the most
picturesque holes among golf courses worldwide.
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel has something for
everyone. There are four restaurants. Eleven oceanside tennis courts. Beach activities from paddle
boarding to snorkeling to kayaking. At night a
spotlight is turned on and Manta Rays are attracted
to the area and can been seen from a special viewing
area.
Sunset views from oceanfront rooms at Mauna
Kea Beach Hotel are picture perfect every night
and with just 252 rooms, Mauna Kea Beach Hotel
nicely hugs the beach landscape.
          For more information on Mauna Kea’s timeless
magic, visit MaunaKeaBeachHotel.com

Waikoloa Beach Resort offers two golf courses with lodging, including a Hilton and Marriott.
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Mauna Kea Beach Hotel celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2015 and has one of the top beaches.

Waikoloa Beach Resort has golf
and plenty of accommodations
If you are looking for a place with quality golf
and terrific places to stay, look no further than the
Waikoloa Beach Resort, located north of Kona on
the Big Island.
There are two courses to choose from, the
King’s and Beach courses, plus there are over
3,000 room options, varying from upscale hotels,
to seven condos and vacation home properties. The
Hilton property and Marriott property are on the
Resort site. The Hilton Hotel features swimming
pools and a chance to swim in a dolphins lagoon,
and you can take a tram or boat to your room after
check in. The Marriott Hotel is located on the
beautiful Anaehoomalu Bay where one can enjoy
sunsets and wander through the ancient Kuualii
and Kahapapa Fishponds. Waikoloa Beach Resort
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is a vast property, that encompasses 1,350 acres.  
It has more than 30 dining options, two shopping
centers, two golf courses, two resort hotels with
plenty of entertainment and outdoor activities.
The resort has landed in the top 10 as a “Top U.S.
Destination for Vacation Rental Stays” according
to Trip Advisor. What makes the resort special is
The Queens’ MarketPlace and Kings’s Shops, both
complete with a variety of shops and restaurants.
The golf courses are both spectacular, the
King’s Course  (Robert Trent Jones Jr.) and Beach
Course (Tom Weiskopf and Jay Morris) both feature shots through the lava and many holes with
ocean and dramatic views. Packages are as low
as $218. For more see www.waikoloabeachresort.
com.
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