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Wine Valley: The perfect place
to mix golf with wine tastings
If you are visiting Eastern Washington and want to mix
in some golf with wine tastings, then make Wine Valley
Golf Club in Walla Walla your destination. The golf club is
ranked among the best in the Northwest and the area is
loaded with wineries to tour. See inside for more.

Pittsburgh: Lots of
great golf and things
to see in Steel City
The city of Pittsburgh is more than the Steelers and the
Three Rivers and was the place where Roberto Clemente (left)
is immortalized. There are numerous sights to see and even
more golf to play, like Nemacolin Woodlands Resort (right)
located a couple of hours away and a former home to the PGA
Tour. VisitPittsburgh.com offers a variety of attractions in the
Steel City. For more on Pittsburgh and where to play, please
see inside this section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

Spokane and Idaho: Road trip
Eastern Washington and Idaho
Panhandle have long been attracting
visitors from in-state and beyond.
Both are known for great golf - from
public to private to resort. With
courses like Palouse Ridge (left),
Chewelah (lower left) and Priest
Lake (lower right) there are a variety
of great golf to choose from. One
advantage of Spokane is its close
proximity to Northern Idaho and
even a few Montana courses. The
drives are often as picturesque as
the courses you’ll play.
The area is a solid option for a
weekend trip or for a week-long trip.
For more please see inside this
special section of Inside Golf Newspaper.
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The Tour

• See where to tee it up when you
hit the Spokane area and the Idaho Panhandle. You won’t be disappointed with the
choices. Page 3.

Three to see

• Just north of Spokane are three more
courses to try, including Dominion Meadows in Colville, Chewelah and Deer Park
(pictured below). For more see Page 4.
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Kalispel Indian Tribe gets into the golf
business by buying old Spokane club
When Spokane Golf and Country Club ran
into financial trouble last year, a few groups
stepped up to bid on the property. The winners
were the Kailsipel Indian Tribe, which also owns
the Northern Quest Casino in Spokane and now
finds itself in the golf business.
The tribe paid $3 million for the club and
one of the first things it did was to change the
name to Kalispel Golf and Country Club. The
old Spokane Country Club ran into financial
trouble when it lost a discrimination suit against
four women. It forced the club onto the auction
block.
And the Kalispel Indian Tribe was more than
happy to come up with the winning bid.
The new club kept many of the members
from the old regime and also added a new twist,
adding a few public tee times for $115 during
the golf season.
The tribe also added a restaurant into the
clubhouse called the 1890 Club, taking the name
from when the club actually started.
General Manager Bob Castle knows the club
will be successful with the tribe making changes
on and off the golf course.
The course is surrounded by tall pines and
sits along the Little Spokane River and Castle
hopes that many people who have left will come
back and take advantage of the terrific course.
Former members are invited to stay with the
club at $425 per month for single memberships
of $475 for families. The club is hoping to reach
350 members.
• Gamble Sands in Brewster, Wash has
some changes on the way. The new Inn at
Gamble Sands is expected to open this summer
and architect David McLay Kidd is working on
a large putting green, similar to the Punchbowl
at Bandon Dunes and the Himalayas at St. Andrews in Scotland. The club is also working on
activities for out of season action when the golf
shuts down for the winter. Gamble Sands will
be offering snowmobiling, cross country skiing
and other winter activities.
• The Residence Inn in Pullman is a perfect
place for those looking to play the award-winning
Palouse Ridge Golf Club, on the campus of
Washington State University.
The Residence Inn opened after the course
did and is right across the street. There are
numerous Stay and Play packages available and
the property always fills fast on football weekend
so early reservations are always a must. There
is a swimming pool, fitness center and breakfast
is always included.
For more information on the Residence Inn
see www.wsuresidenceinn.com.

The Kalispel Indian Tribe bought the old Spokane Country Club and got into the golf business.

Wine Valley is a
vintage golf treat

Wine
Valley

Wine Valley is located in Walla Walla.
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The Walla Walla area is full of history and
attractions. The wineries are all first class, the
scenery is terrific, and now, the golf completes
the package for a great trip. The uncorking of
Wine Valley Golf Club a few years ago was significant for the area and for the Pacific Northwest.
Ranked the No. 2 course in Washington by
GolfWeek, Wine Valley has been added to the
must-play list for golf enthusiasts. It is also 85th
on the list of top Modern Courses.
Wine Valley Golf Club, designed by Oregon
native Dan Hixson, blends immense scale, inspiring scenery and strategic challenges into a
full-bodied championship golf experience.
The course is a nifty piece of work by Hixson,
who didn’t know what to think when he first
saw the property. Off the course, winery tours
are popular with over 120 wineries in the area
including seven, which are within five minutes of
Wine Valley Golf Club. Stay and Play packages
are available throughout the area.
The owners, John Thorsnes and Jim Pliska,
know they have a winner with their golf course
and packaged deals with local wineries.
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Tour of Spokane
Courses are great, prices are always right
Golfers from around the Northwest have
long known about the high quality of golf in and
around Spokane. Not only are the courses
superb but the prices are also below any of
the coastal metropolitan areas of Seattle and
Portland.
With the addition of courses like Circling
Raven, StoneRidge and Priest Lake, the
reputation is growing in national awareness
in the Spokane area.
The City of Spokane owns four popular
courses in Indian Canyon, The Creek at Qualchan, Downriver and Esmeralda. They are all
popular and for $35 or less, all are affordable.
Any place else, those courses would be over
$50 or even higher in some cases.
Spokane County, the other municipal
course owner, has Hangman Valley, MeadowWood and Liberty Lake, that are excellent
courses that can be played for under $35.
Liberty Lake underwent a year and a half remodel and looks new with a re-designed front
nine and new tees, greens bunkers and a new
irrigation system.
Here’s a quick look at the Spokane
courses and what you face when you tee it
up in the Inland Empire:
• Indian Canyon: At 6,255 yards might
appear, on paper at least, to be an easy
course, but with tight fairways, major elevation changes and bunker-guarded greens, it’s
anything but easy. Indian Canyon continues to
be one of the top courses in the Northwest.
The course also hosts the annual Rosauers
Invitational and is a good test for golfers of
all abilities.

• The Creek at Qualchan: This
course gets your attention right out of the
gate with it’s elevation changes, tight dog-legs
and greens that can be protected by water.
Numerous bunkers are sculpted into the sides
of steep hills.
• Esmeralda: A popular course for the
locals, it plays to 6,250 yards. Over 65,000
rounds are played each year at the course
they call “Essie.”
• Downriver: One of the most popular
in-town courses. Downriver’s fairways are
dwarfed by century-old pine trees that makes
playing amongst them seem almost surreal.
• Hangman Valley: Course got its
name from the infamous 1858 Battle of
Steptoe when U.S. Soldiers captured Native
Americans and hanged 13 chiefs. The course
opened in 1969 and features some great par-5
holes. Like so many of the other courses in
the area, elevation changes and tall trees play
a significant part in this challenging course.
• MeadowWood: Designed by the
legendary golf architect Robert Muir Graves,
who made his mark in golf course design by
producing difficult, but fair, courses. This is
one of the top challenges in the area and was
awarded four stars by Golf Digest magazine.
It sits across the street from Liberty Lake
Golf Course.
• Liberty Lake: The course received a
face-lift a few years ago but recently underwent a major rebuild. The course was closed
for more than a year and a major redesign produced a different look for the course, including
new ponds, bunkers, tees and more.
A new set of tees was added to virtually

The Creek at Qualchan in Spokane has plenty of challenges for golfers through its 18 holes.

Hangman Valley Golf Course is one of the most popular golf courses in Spokane area.
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Trio to try: Courses north of Spokane worth the trip

Chewelah Golf Course

If you have played all the courses you want
in the Spokane area, take a look to the north
and you will see a trio to try.
Chewelah Golf Course, Deer Park Golf
Course and Dominion Meadows in Colville
are all located north of Spokane and all are
good courses to try. Here’s a look at all of the
courses:
• Chewelah, sits just 45 minutes from
North Spokane. Chewelah is a golfer’s dream
with 27 scenic holes.
The original 9 hole course opened for play
in 1976. A second nine was added in 1984
making it an 18 hole golf course. A third
nine was built and opened in 2001, making
Chewelah G&CC the only 27 hole course in
the Inland Northwest. The 18 hole course is
6,029 yards long with a par of 72. 		
Don’t be fooled by the yardage, this is a
tight driving ball strikers course with typical
dry-climate firm fairways where the ball rolls

a long way. Golfers from west of the Cascades will have to make adjustments, maybe
teeing off with less than a driver at times.
Elevation changes on some holes offer
spectacular vistas and can add a bit of drama
trying to land your ball in the fairway- most
notably the stunning 9th hole that is downhill
dogleg left par 4.
For golfers who like to fly small planes
there is a 3,800 foot airstrip with a newly surfaced runway close to the golf course. How
cool is that? Golfers traveling with an RV are
also accommodated at the RV Park adjacent
to the golf course. The park has 16 50-amp
sites and 11 30-amp sites, with shade trees,
picnic tables, laundry and showers and free
Wifi. Discount golf is available to RV campers as well.
The Rusty Putter Bar and Grill is open for
breakfast, lunch and dinner. The patio overlooks the 9th green on the 9-hole course and is

Spokane: Inland Empire offers a wide variety
every hole and new trees were brought in.
Fescue was planted on the front side. A new
irrigation system was also added and will keep
the course in terrific shape year round.
• Wandermere: The course opened the
first 9 holes in 1929 and boasts one of the
largest memberships in the region. It is a fun
course with stunning views.
• SunDance: Located away from the
downtown Spokane area, SunDance is a
perfect place for beginners. It measures 5,900
yards and presents a flat terrain.
• Fairways at West Terrace: Located
in Cheney, winds are usually the biggest challenge at this course, which measures 6,390
yards. A goal post is located in the middle
of the driving range, providing an interesting target when practicing your shots at the
driving range.
• Trail Head at Liberty Lake: Executive-length golf course near MeadowWood
and Liberty Lake golf course. A relatively flat
course, it measures just over 2,500 yards
with multiple tees.
• Painted Hills: Bought by the McElhinny family in 2006, the Painted Hills Golf
Course was built in 1989 originally as a ninehole championship golf course. Since then
Chester Creek Par 3 has been added to the
property.
• Pineacres: One of the most popular
places for golfers in the Spokane area to
practice. The course is short, at 970 yards
and is a par 27 but still gives you the chance
for some solid practice.
• Manito Country Club: Manito is one
of the oldest courses in the Pacific Northwest,
having opened for play in 1917. The course
has hosted some of the biggest events in
the Northwest and hosted the 1945 PGA

Liberty Lake Golf Course in Spokane has taken on a new look after a re-model.
Championship.
• Kalispel Golf and Country Club:
Opened in 1911, the course is the third oldest
in the Pacific Northwest after Tacoma Country
and Golf Club and Waverly Country Club. The
course hosted the first-ever United States

Women’s Open in 1946. The course underwent a bankruptcy deal when it was known
as the Spokane Golf and Country Club. The
Kalispel Indian Tribe stepped into buy the club
earlier this year, changed the name and offer
some public tee times.
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a perfect place to hang out after your round.
For more information and to view the specials and promotions visit www.chewelahgolf.
com.
• Deer Park opened in 1996 and is located less than a half-hour north of Spokane.
It has a first-class RV park next the golf course.
The course plays to nearly 6,700 yards and
with the relatively flat terrain, golfers enjoy
the option to walk. The RV resort has been
upgraded and many people enjoy the chance
to park their RV and enjoy the golf course and
restaurant.
• Dominion Meadows used to be called
the Colville Elks Golf Course and became an
18-hole layout in July of 2002.
The old nine plays through trees while the
new nine offers a more links-style setting. The
course plays to 6,743 yards and offers several
of forced carries over wetlands and ponds. The
course is owned and operated by the Elks Club.
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Idaho’s Panhandle
Idaho’s Panhandle has a lot to offer when
it comes to public, private and resort golf
Idaho’s Panhandle is becoming home to more than just great scenery and outdoor experiences – the
area is also the home to some of the state’s best golf courses. Here’s a look at what you will find to play
around the Idaho Panhandle:
		
• Avondale: The course opened in 1968 with nine holes. It is semiprivate and still open for public
play. The course underwent a $2 million remodel project a few years ago and was actually closed for
nearly a year to make all the improvements.
• Circling Raven: The newest course in the area opened in 2003 in Worley, Idaho – about a halfhour south of Coeur d’Alene or east of Spokane. The course is owned by the Coeur d’Alene Indian Tribe
and was part of a $30 million expansion project recently by the tribe that includes new hotel rooms and
more. The course plays to 7,189 yards from the tips and is spread out over 400 acres. Adjacent to the
course is the Coeur d’Alene Casino Resort Hotel.
• Coeur d’Alene Golf Club: Long before the resort came along, the Coeur d’Alene Golf Club
was a fixture on the landscape. The course opened in 1957 and is popular with the locals. Not a bad
place for the visitors, too.
• Coeur d’Alene Resort: World-famous resort opened for play in 1991 and has been ranked
among the top resorts in the world. Course is known for many things, but two things continually stand
out: The condition of the course and the Floating Green. The condition of the course is considered among
the best in the country, and the Floating Green is always an attraction. The par-3 green can be floated
anywhere from 100 to 185 yards from land and golfers ride a boat to the green. A major re-modeling
project added length to the course a few years ago. While the Floating Green gets most of the attention,
there are several other outstanding holes at this resort course.
• The Idaho Club: The resort, located in Sandpoint, underwent some dramatic changes several
years ago and is now a Jack Nicklaus Signature course. Three new holes were introduced. New holes
replaced existing holes on the first, 17th and 18th hole. In addition, the 10th hole became a dogleg par-4
with water near the green. There is lodging available on site and plenty of other outdoor activities, which
makes sense since Lake Pend Oreille is nearby with a variety of opportunities for boating, fishing and
more. The original rustic clubhouse burned down in December of 2008 and has since been rebuilt.
• Highlands: Course opened in 1991 and features some terrific scenic views. The 16th hole is a
standout and is memorable. The hole is a 322-yard par-4 and is considered the signature hole of the
course. The fairway is lined with trees and rises to a ridge. At the top of the ridge you can see all kinds
of trouble on the way to the green, things like bunkers, water, mounds and trees. The course removed
the country club part of its name to avoid confusion a few years ago.
• StoneRidge: When the owners of StoneRidge Golf Course, located about a half-hour from Coeur
d’Alene in the town of Blanchard, decided to make some changes to the golf course. Not satisfied with
a quick fix, they shut down the golf course for more than a year to come up with the kind of changes
they envisioned. Nine re-opened in 2002 and the second nine shortly after. There are new tee boxes,
new greens, new sand traps, new ponds, new cart paths . . . just about everything is new. The $3 million
project gave the course the kind of face-lift the owners, Bridge Partners, hoped for. And the golfers in
the NW have liked what they have seen.
• Priest Lake: Located about 90 minutes from Spokane on the upper Idaho Panhandle and near
Priest Lake with the Selkirk Mtn. Range as a backdrop. It is a nature walk with tall tree-lined fairways
and numerous ponds that challenge your game. At 6,100 yards from the tips it plays longer than the
yardage shows. The front nine was built in the ‘60s and remodeled in 2004, the back nine winds through
the forest and was added in 2002. The course sits next to the popular Hill’s Resort on Priest Lake.
• Twin Lakes: Course is located in a residential community in Rathdrum, Idaho, about an hour’s
drive from Spokane. It plays to 6,277 yards with is a completely different look on the front and back
nines. The club is semiprivate as homeowners own the course. It is open to the public and green fees
are $30 weekdays and weekends.

• Unversity of Idaho Course: Withstanding the test of time, the University of Idaho
Golf Course was originally designed by Francis L. James and constructed in 1933. Nestled
among the rolling hills of the Palouse, panoramic wheat land vistas change with the seasons
from emerald green to amber gold against a mountain backdrop. This unique course is challenging, offering a variety of shots from uneven lies to elevated and recessed greens. The
front nine provides scoring opportunities featuring three par 5’s in an open grassland venue.
The back nine tightens up into a narrow parkland theme, including two difficult par 3’s.

Having control off the tee is essential at Priest Lake as trees and water often come into play.

New owner at Prairie Falls in Post Falls has
course looking at improvements, changes
When Billy Bomar went looking to get back
in the golf business, he liked what he saw when
he looked at Prairie Falls Golf Course in Post
Falls, Idaho. He liked it so much, he bought it
along with partner and Coeur d’Alene native
Jerry Neeser. Since purchasing the course Billy
has been able to win the 2015 Oregon Senior
Open Championship and Inland Northwest PGA
Championship.
Surrounded by mountains with running
streams and waterfalls, Prairie Falls is the kind
of course that blends the two most popular
styles of golf courses, Parkland style and Links
style, into one exciting 18-hole course.
The golf course sits on 119 acres of ground,
of which 23 acres is native grass. Prairie Falls
is becoming one of the most popular courses
in the area and Bomar wants to keep it that
way. The course is Audubon certified in environmental planning, wildlife management, and
water conservation. Some of the wildlife seen
on the course have ranged from the occasional
Moose, Elk, Eagles, Osprey, Red Hawk, Turtles,
and a spotted dog.
The golf course is open nearly 300 days a
year which keeps golfers going almost yearround and the conditions are always some

of the best around.
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Courses in and around Spokane
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Courses in or close to
Spokane City limits

Creek at Qualchan
Downriver
Esmeralda
Hangman Valley
Indian Canyon
Liberty Lake
Manito CC
MeadowWood
Painted Hills
Kalispel Golf & CC
Sundance
Trail Head

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

SPOKANE AREA
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Chewelah Golf Club
18 holes, 6,486 yards
Chewelah, Public
Deer Park Golf Club
18 holes, 6,690 yards
Deer Park, Public
Dominion Meadows
18 holes, 6,743 yards
Colville, Public
Creek at Qualchan
18 holes, 6,596 yards
Spokane, Public
Downriver Golf Course
18 holes, 6,130 yards
Spokane, Public
Esmeralda Golf Course
18 holes, 6,249 yards
Spokane, Public

28

18

Palouse Ridge:
Course on WSU
campus is treat

Carved into a broad expanse of rolling hills
on the Pullman campus of Washington State
University, Palouse Ridge Golf Club is one of
America’s finest public-access courses. This
majestic 7,308-yard layout takes players on an
unforgettable journey through ‘the Palouse,’ its
undulating dunes a legacy of the last Ice Age.
From elevated tees, distant peaks in Idaho
and Oregon loom into view. Gaping shaggy
edged bunkers guard the corners of doglegs.
29
Beyond infinity-edge greens rise a patchwork
30
quilt of rich farmlands that change color with the
season. Designed by John Harbottle III, Palouse
Ridge is an epic, grandscale creation that fits its
setting hand-in-glove. The bold, dramatic layout,
patterned after the classic courses of Scotland,
has the aspect of an inland links. Sound strategy
and clever tactics are required to score.
Home of the WSU Cougar men’s and
women’s Pac-12 golf teams, Palouse Ridge was
specifically designed to test the best collegiate
golfers in the country. Yet multiple sets of tees
give players at all skill levels a fighting chance.
This versatile, well-groomed course presents a
firm but fair challenge at every hole.
A Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary,
Palouse Ridge preserves and enhances wildlife
habitat. Raccoons and badgers take shelter in
the native prairie. Waterfowl nest in the low-lying
wetlands. Located 90 minutes from Spokane
in the southeast corner of the state, Palouse
Ridge Golf Club is a genuine destination course
hailed as one of the nation’s finest. How good
33
is Palouse Ridge? So good that it was ranked
among the best new courses for 2008 by all ma34
jor golf publications. It has hosted the Mens and
Womens PAC 12 Championships, a Washington
state Amateur and numerous USGA Qualifiers
Coeur d’Alene Golf Club
from the Amateur to the US Open.
18 holes, 6,295 yards
When he first surveyed the 315-acre site,
Coeur d’Alene, Public
that includes the property from the old nineCoeur d’Alene Resort
hole course, Harbottle was pessimistic. It was
18 holes, 6,804 yards
so steep and hilly that it looked like jobs he’d
Coeur d’Alene, Resort
had in Japan, jobs that were difficult. On second
impression, the more he walked around, it didn’t
Club at Black Rock
seem so bad. And now he has to be pleased with
18 holes, 7,130 yards
how it all turned out.
Coeur d’Alene, Private
Harbottle passed away but Palouse Ridge
is
making
sure his memory will remain at the
Gozzer Ranch
golf
course.
The course has dedicated the 15th
18 holes, 7,143 yards
hole
to
Harbottle.
Harbottle was praised interHarrison, Private
nationally for his playability and environmentally
sensitivity of all of his golf course creations.
Kellogg Country Club
In designing Palouse Ridge, Harbottle used
9 holes, 3,042 yards
the rolling Palouse Hills to offer some terrific
Pinehurst, Public
360-degree panoramic views from around the
Galena Ridge 		 course.It continues to be the #2 Best College
18 holes, 7.000 yards		
Course by Links Magazine and top ten in the
Kellogg, Public
state of Washington by a broad range of raters.

Idaho
State

13.

Kalispel Golf and CC
18 holes, 6,679 yards
Spokane, Semi-Private

25.

14.

SunDance Golf Course
18 holes, 5,960 yards
Spokane, Public

26.

15.

Trail Head at Liberty Lake
9 holes, 2,072 yards
Liberty Lake, Public

16.

Wandermere Golf Course
18 holes, 6,108 yards
Spokane, Public

17.	Fairways at West Terrace
18 holes, 6,398 yards
Cheney, Public

27.

28.

29.

30.
18.

Palouse Ridge
18 holes, 7,300 yards
Pullman, Public

31.

Circling Raven
18 holes, 7,189 yards
Worley, Resort

32.

StoneRidge Golf Club
18 holes, 6,522 yards
Blanchard, Public

Priest Lake
18 holes, 6,177 yards
Priest Lake, Public

33.

Whitetail Club & Resort
18 holes, 7,140 yards
McCall, Public

34,

Osprey Meadows
18 holes, 7,319 yards
Donnelly, Resort

35,

The Links
18 holes, 7,425 yards
Post Falls, Public

IDAHO PANHANDLE

Hangman Valley
18 holes, 6,901 yards
Spokane, Public

19.

8.

Indian Canyon
18 holes, 6,255 yards
Spokane, Public

20.

9.

Liberty Lake Golf Course
18 holes, 6,398 yards
Liberty Lake, Public

21.

Twin Lakes Golf Club
18 holes, 6,277 yards
Rathdrum, Public

10.

Manito Country Club
18 holes, 6,378 yards
Spokane, Private

22.

Prairie Falls Golf Course
18 holes, 6,229 yards
Post Falls, Public

11.

MeadowWood Golf Course
18 holes, 6,874 yards
Spokane, Public

23.

The Highlands Golf Club
18 holes, 6,369 yards
Post Falls, Public

12.

Painted Hills Golf Club
9 holes, 3,239 yards
Spokane, Public

24.

Avondale Golf Club
18 holes, 6,573 yards
Hayden Lake, Public

7.
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The Idaho Club
18 holes, 6,655 yards
Sandpoint, Resort

Palouse Ridge in Pullman, Wash.
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Colfax Golf Club: Solid way to
start your trip to Spokane area

Colfax Golf Club has been around for golfers in the town of Colfax since 1927.

So, you are on the way to a golf trip in
Eastern Washington and looking for the perfect way to get the trip going. Look no further
than Colfax Golf Club, a course that has been
a part of the town since 1927 and a course
that is user-friendly and challenging all at the
same time.
Professionals Trent Goetze and Reese Barron have a course that is popular and enjoys a
season longer than other courses in the area
because of the banana belt effect during the
fall and winter months.
The course plays to a nine-hole layout but
with a couple of sets of tees on each box,
gives the feel for an 18-hole course. The
course plays just over 6,000 yards and has

a Northwest feel with some tall trees lining
the fairways. The Palouse River runs nearby
as well.
There are several holes that get your attention, including the second hole, a short par-4
that wraps around to the left with a couple of
tall trees at the corner to put a premium on
your drive and your second shot. It’s those
types of shots that get your attention and you
are able to use just about every club in your
bag during your round.
There’s a lot to like about Colfax Golf Club.
It’s the perfect stop on the way east. Call
509.397.2122 for more. You can also check
out the club’s web site for more information
at www.colfaxgolf.com.

Priest Lake Golf Course: A nature
walk near the Selkirk Mountains

If you’re looking for Idaho’s best kept
secret, then look no further than Priest Lake
Golf Course (PLGC), just 90 minutes from
Spokane.  Who would have thought the original front nine, that used to be a farm and hayfield, would be a breathtaking golf course 50
years later.    
Just minutes from pristine Priest Lake,
PLGC offers a stunning par-72, 6,177-yard,
18-hole championship course, tucked away
amongst the trees and surrounded by ponds,
wetlands and the occasional wildlife.
The course offers five different levels of
tee boxes, accommodating all levels of play.
A putting green and driving range are also
available to sharpen your skills.  
With the re-designed interior of the clubhouse, featuring Sandbaggers Bar & Grill, the

course offers more than just golf. PLGC is
very accommodating to groups and gatherings of all sizes.
If you want an unforgettable experience,
you must visit Hill’s Resort located in Luby
Bay, just a few minutes from the golf course.
Hill’s offers Stay and Play packages for
September, May and June. Great get-away
packages and specials are offered during the
off season months as well.
Reserve a street-legal golf cart from Hill’s
Resort (208)443 2551, take a short 10-minute cart ride from the resort to the Priest
Lake Golf Course to enjoy the best of both
worlds.
For more information on Priest Lake GC,
visit www.plgolf.com. For Hills Resort, visit www.HillsResort.com

You can take a street-legal cart from Hills Resort to Priest Lake Golf Course, 10 minutes away.
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Perfect Pittsburgh
Steel town offers the right combination
of history, pro sports and golf for all
The city of Pittsburgh is in the spotlight
this year for golf and for those history buffs.
On the golf course, the United States Open
was held in the nearby town of Oakmont
at Oakmont Country Club. Off the course,
Pittsburgh is celebrating its 200th year as a
city and what a ride it has been.
From the early days when Pittsburgh was
known as a steel town for its manufacturing
of steel to the current days of one of the top
sports cities in the country Pittsburgh has
come a long way in those 200 years.
And along the way there have been the big
events like the Heinz Company was founded
in 1969, KDKA became the first commercial
radio station in the country in 1920 and is the
only station east of the Mississippi to start
with a K, and the venerable Three Rivers
Stadium was blown up in 2001 and replaced
by new homes for the Steelers and Pirates.
And speaking of sports, the Pittsburgh
Penguins won the Stanley Cup this year and
celebrated with 350,000 fans downtown.
Pittsburgh has won Stanley Cups, Super
Bowls and World Series championships.
The Pittsburgh skyline has become a
photo landmark. At the confluence of the
Monongahela, Allegheny and Ohio Rivers,
Pittsburgh is also called the city of Bridges
for its 446 bridges.
On the sports field, Pittsburgh is loaded
with teams and history. Roberto Clemente is
still honored as one of the greatest Pirates of
all time and has a statue in front of the new
PNC Park. There is also a Clemente Museum
nearby. Golf has become a big draw in the
Pittsburgh area with the U.S. Open being

played at Oakmont Country Club and the
Champions Tour once playing Quicksilver
Golf Club, a place with its own Church Pew
bunker set up on the ninth hole. Other places
outside of town like Springdale Golf Club in
Uniontown are also great escapes. Pennsylvania has more golf courses per capita than
any other state - more than 700 courses total
with 500 open to the public. There are 128
courses in the Pittsburgh area alone.
And to top it off, Pennsylvania is also the
home to The King, Arnold Palmer, who is
from Latrobe.
Civically, it might be tough to match Pittsburgh as well. Hometown Andy Warhol has
his own museum to tour. There is the John
Heinz History Center, which has a piece of all
sorts of Pittsburgh history, including sports.
The Duquesne Incline gives you a climb up
Mount Washington and one of the best views
of the downtown area you will see. Cable cars
have been running up this incline since 1877.
For families, Kennywood Park is the place
to be with 33 rides, seven major roller coasters and more.
And for dining .... it is truly the best you
will find anywhere. The Monterey Fish Grotto
sits atop Mount Washington and when you
combine the food and views it doesn’t get
much better. Pamela’s Diner has some of
the biggest flapjacks and is the place where
President Obama goes to when he is in town.
Another big tourist attraction is the Three
Rivers Fountain, which opened in 1974 and
was refurbished in 2013. It is a fountain that
can rise to 150 feet. For more on the Steel
City see www.visitpittsburgh.com.

Quicksilver Golf Club in Pittsburgh was a former host of the PGA Tour’s Champions Tour.

The Pittsburgh Pirates’ PNC Park offers a terrific view of downtown Pittsburgh’s skyline.

Oakmont Country Club in Pittsburgh played host to the United States Open this year.

Springdale Golf Club is a good golf option in the suburban town of Uniontown, Penn.

The Crown Jewel Hickory Championship
of the Pacific Northwest
Sept. 10, 2016 At The Home Course
(Open to all competitors)
APNationalHickoryPlayers.com
InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Nemacolin Woodlands Resort:
Former PGA Tour host offers
award-winning resort and golf
What started as a way for Joseph Hardy
to give his daughter Maggie a place to try and
catch some fish has turned into one of the top
resorts in the United States.
Welcome to Nemacolin Woodlands Resort, situated on 2100 acres in Southwest
Pennsylvania and a resort that seemingly has
everything. There is the terrific lodging, the
Mystic Rock Golf Course that hosted the PGA
Tour, a second Pete Dye-designed course on
the way, a ski area, zip lines, tennis courts,
swimming, hiking, jeeps rides, a spa and even
a small zoo.
Nemacolin Woodlands Resort does not
lack for things to do. It’s no wonder why visitors come from across the country. This is also
a place where the PGA Tour made a stop with
the 84 Lumber Classic, a company owned by
Hardy which sponsored the tournament during
its run at Mystic Rock.
In 1987, Joe Hardy was looking for property for his daughter Maggie because she
loved to fish. He bought 550 acres and a lodge.
That property has now been transformed into
2,100 acres of a full-service resort offering
travelers a myriad of activities, including things
to do during both winter and summer season.
In 2002, Maggie Hardy-Magerto took over
as president of the resort and has made sure
the place has retained its Forbes 5-Star and
AAA 5-Diamond awards.
The resort is located 70 miles from Pittsburgh and 180 miles from Washington D.C.
making it an attractive getaway for those on
the Eastern Seaboard. It’s not often you can
find a resort that offers so many activities dur-

John Daly has a statue at the resort.
ing all fours seasons of the year but Nemacolin
Woodlands Resort is that kind of place.
The golf is unparalleled. Mystic Rock
opened in 1995 and been ranked among the
top course in Pennsylvania and the country. A
second Pete Dye course is under construction
and is expected to open in 2017.
The Woodlands Spa has been expanded
and is a treat with 40 treatment rooms and
100 treatment options.
For more information, see www.nemacolin.
com.

Nemacolin Woodlands Resort offers an award-winning resort and Pete Dye golf course.
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Black Butte Ranch
With re-modeled golf courses and other amenities
Central Oregon resort is a popular place for golfers
Black Butte Ranch has been one of the most
popular vacation spots in the Pacific Northwest
for years. With the variety of things to do and the
incredible scenery, it’s easy to see why people
head to Central Oregon every year.
Black Butte Ranch is one of those destinations that seems to have a little of something
for everyone.
Golf always takes center stage at Black
Butte Ranch, and the property’s two challenging
courses are considered among the Northwest’s
finest. Sculpted fairways intertwined with Aspen
groves and Ponderosa pines frame breathtaking
views of the surrounding mountains on nearly
every hole. Home to several signature golf events
every year, and this year’s prestigious OGA Oregon Amateur Championship, the two courses
offer championship conditions and affordable
greens fees. Customized group golf experiences can also be arranged, including a special
group golf rate of $124 per person for 36 holes
of spectacular golf.
The other outdoor options are endless.
There’s horseback riding, hiking, paddle boarding, canoeing, biking, fly fishing, kayaking. . . .
just about anything you can think of under the
sun. The fitness center, five swimming pools
(one indoor) and 18 tennis courts provide visitors
ample venues for keeping fit while on vacation,
and the Spa at Black Butte Ranch offers all the
relaxation and rejuvenation services you could
want. The resort also provides three excellent
dining options, highlighted by the award-winning
Lodge Restaurant.
There is no shortage of places to stay. The
resort offers up 120 vacation homes. Guests can

Black Butte Ranch
• Location: Black Butte Ranch in Central Oregon, about 40 minutes from Bend.
• Resort: Black Butte Ranch has two
golf courses Glaze Meadow and Big Meadow. Both have been extensively re-modeled
recently and are among the best in the Pacific
Northwest. Both have hosted the Oregon
Open. Black Butte Ranch is hosting the
Oregon Amateur Championship this summer.
• Resort amenities: Black Butte Ranch
has the golf, bike trails, hiking, horseback
riding, fishing, mountain climbing and more.
• Lodging: Plenty of lodging is available
from condominium units and private houses
for rent.
• Information: 1.866.901.2961 or
www.blackbutteranch.com.

select from private lodge cabins, two and three
bedroom condos and charming cabins, and spacious custom homes. The choices are excellent
for families and larger groups alike.
The 1,800 acre resort is situated on the sunny
side of Cascade Mountains. Nestled among
pines and aspens adjoining the nearby Deschutes
National Forest, Black Butte Ranch offers visitors the very best of Central Oregon’s stunning
scenery and year-round recreational splendor.
It’s little wonder why Black Butte Ranch is
among the top vacation destinations in the Pacific
Northwest.
The variety of activities is unmatched at Black
Butte Ranch . Visit www.blackbutteranch.com or
call 877-686-5243 to book your Central Oregon
getaway to Black Butte Ranch.

Black Butte Ranch Resort has two golf course and plenty of outdoor activities.
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