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Northwest Washington:
Great destinations to try
You don’t have to leave the Pacific Northwest if
you are in need of a golf vacation. The Northwest
Washington area, including places like Shuksan
Golf Club in Bellingham (pictured right), has plenty
to offer from first-class courses to terrific resorts.
For more, please see our special section.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF

Jefferson Park: A Centennial Celebration

LPGA Portland event
offers amateur qualifier

In its preparation to conduct the first U.S.
Open in the Pacific Northwest, the United States
Golf Association has released detailed spectator
information that will assist anyone who plans to
attend the championship.
To be held June 15-21, 2015 at Chambers Bay,
a municipal course in University Place, Wash.,
the 115th U.S. Open Championship will welcome
an anticipated 250,000 weekly spectators.
Included in the 2015 Spectator Guide, found
at usopen.com/knowbeforeyougo, is a detailed
transportation plan prepared in conjunction with
the lead law enforcement agency, the Pierce
County Sherriff’s Department, and other local
and state agencies. More than 21,000 satellite
parking spaces have been secured in the local
area, providing the public with free parking and
complimentary shuttle service directly to the
championship grounds.
The spectator routing system will use more
than 150 trail signs deployed throughout the area
and 290 shuttle buses to help ensure trouble-free
travel to and from the championship.
For the week of the U.S. Open Championship,
all general spectators traveling by car should
follow signs to one of two local, complimentary
general spectator parking lots. The Red lot will
be located at the Washington State Fairgrounds
in Puyallup, Wash., and the Blue Lot will be
located at Fort Steilacoom Park in Lakewood,
Wash. Shuttles will run continuously beginning
at 5:30 a.m. each day, and continue for one hour
following the conclusion of play.
Approximately 18,000 grandstand seats will
be located at strategic viewing areas throughout
the golf course. Due to limited viewing along
rope lines, spectators will be encouraged to utilize grandstand seating to view golf rather than
following a specific group.
Mobile devices smaller than seven inches will
be permitted inside the championship grounds,
as well as empty transparent, clear plastic water
bottles no larger than 24 ounces in capacity. Cameras can only be used during practice rounds,

If you are an amateur with a handicap
of 2.0 or less, then you have a chance to
qualify and play in the LPGA Portland Classic, Presented by Cambia Health Solutions
at Columbia Edgewater Country Club.
The qualifier is set for July 13 at Langdon Farms Golf Club. The top player from
the qualifier earns a spot in the LPGA event
which will be played Aug. 13-16. See story
on Page 11 for more information.

Central Oregon courses
set for Pacific Amateur
Looking for some top amateur competition to keep your game sharp, then look
no further than the Lithia Pacific Amateur
Classic which will take place this September and some of Central Oregon’s top golf
courses.
The event is set for Sept. 19-24 and
will feature divisions for men, women and
seniors. Up to 700 players are expected
to take part in the 19th annual event. The
tournament features three days of individual play with the top players from each
flight playing at Sunriver’s Crosswater for
the tournament championship on the final
day of the Pacific Amateur.
Cost is $530 or $475 for a returning
player and includes tee gifts, food, golf
and more. For more information see the
website www.pacamgolf.com.

Bothell residents work
to keep Wayne course
It’s a story that is almost playing out like
a soap opera. Developers want to buy and
turn Wayne Golf Course in Bothell into a
housing project. Part of the development
team includes the town’s mayor. Conflict
of interest? Is the Northwest about to
lose another golf course? Neighbors have
fought for months to get the city to buy the
course and preserve the green belt. But in
March they learned a group of developers
had already acquired the rights to purchase
the back nine and Mayor Joshua Reed
was part of that group. And now the fun
begins, The course has been around since
1929 with a second nine added in 1964.
The residents say they will fight the sale to
make sure the course and its 4,500 feet of
riverfront land stay intact.

Rules Quiz
You are in the final of the club match
play event. On the 18th hole it is all square.
Your opponent is away (farthest from the
hole). He makes a stroke from on the
putting green and strikes your ball. Now
you got him. He loses the hole. True
or False? Please see the answer to this
month’s question on Page 2.
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U.S. Open unveils
spectator, parking
plans for tourney;
mobile devices OK

Jefferson Park Golf Course in
Seattle celebrates a milestone this
month as it turns 100 years old. The
course has plenty of history and
was named after President Thomas
Jefferson. One of the biggest stars
to come out of Jefferson Park was
Seattle native Fred Couples (right)
who grew up playing the course and
became a PGA Tour superstar. The
course also has a new clubhouse
and driving range (top photo). For
more on Jefferson Park and its history, see Page 8 of this section of
Inside Golf Newspaper.

2015 is a big year
in the Northwest
for USGA events

The United States Golf Association will
have a big presence in the Pacific Northwest
this year with three championships, including
the United States Open at Chambers Bay coming up next month.
Here’s a quick look: at what’s coming up in
the 2015 season:
• USGA Women’s Four-Ball set for May
9-13 at Pacific Dunes at Bandon Dunes Resort
on the Oregon Coast.
• U.S. Open is set for June 18-21 at Chambers Bay in University Place, Wash.
• USGA Women’s Amateur is set for Aug.
10-16 at the Portland Golf Club.

The Portland Golf Club will host the USGA’s Women’s Amateur on August 10-16, 2015.
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The top brass from the United States Golf Association made a visit to Chambers Bay for a media
shindig late last month. There were over 200 media
present from various outlets and some of the head
honchos from the USGA were there too like President Tom O’Toole, Executive Director Mike Davis
and many others, including former PNGA head John
Bodenhamer who is now a bigwig with the USGA
were there too.
This was the big time. Current Piece County
Executive Pat McCarthy was there and former Piece
County Executive John Ladenburg who helped get
the Chambers Bay project going were there. Chambers Bay course designer Robert Trent Jones Jr.
was there, Northwest native and former PGA Tour
player Ken Still was there. Cameras rolled. Pictures
were taken. Scribes wrote plenty of notes in their
notebooks.
This was a huge rollout to the media to kick off
the 2015 United States Open set for June 18-21 at
Chambers Bay.
As if this event needed anything more to get it off
the launchpad. When the call when out for volunteers,
5,200 volunteers were quickly signed up - including
more than 4,000 from the state of Washington. And
tickets sold out in record fashion. The only thing left
are practice round tickets.
This is an area that has never hosted a U.S. Open.
Sure, we have seen PGA Championships, U.S. Senior Opens, U.S. Women’s Opens and other USGA
championships,
But nothing to this level.
This is the U.S. Open. It doesn’t get any bigger
than this. The Pacific Northwest will be on the world’s
golf stage for a week in June - and the USGA likes
what it sees.
“We’ve always wanted to find a way to bring
the event to the Pacific Northwest, but it never
has worked out - until now,” said the USGA’s Mike
Davis. “This is an event that has the USGA and the
Northwest both are excited for.”
Chambers Bay opened in 2007 to plenty of fanfare

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

2015 U.S. Open at Chambers Bay is
getting closer and closer to tee time

and was quickly awarded the 2010 U.S. Amateur and
the 2015 U.S. Open. The USGA learned lessons
from the U.S. Amateur about the course. Many of
those lessons will be used in June and there will be
some new ones thrown into the mix as well. Davis
knows that this is a first-of-a-kind course for a U.S.
Open and expect to hear from comments from the

players. But he also expects the player who wins the
tournament will be the one who shows up early, plays
plenty of practice holes, learns the areas where to hit
shots and takes plenty of notes.
“A golfer who comes in and plays two practice
rounds and then takes a quick look at the yardage
book will not win,” said Davis. “This tournament will
be won by the player who does his homework and
studies the course.”
Davis expects the Chambers Bay to play between
7,200 and 7,600 yards every day. The first and 18th
holes will be switched from par-4 holes to par-5 holes
on certain days.
Even the broadcast will be different with Fox
Sports televising the event, taking over from NBC.
Excitement is in the air. It doesn’t get any better than
this.

Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf. He
can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
Answer: False. In match play there is no
penalty and the ball must be played as it lies.

Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien for
his insight on the rules.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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After devastating fire, Alta Lake
Golf Course is back in business
The massive wildfires that ravaged thousands
of acres in Eastern Washington in July of last
year, destroying all of Alta Lake Golf Course’s
buildings and many of the surrounding homes is
still visible.
Down but not out, the Alta Lake clubhouse
has opened for business for the first time since
July. The 18-hole course was forced to close down
after the Carlton Complex fire destroyed part of
the property in July.
"It was fast," said Parker Barth, who owns
Alta Lake Golf Course and is also a PGA Golf
Pro. Barth also lost his house in the fires.
In matter of hours fire destroyed part of the
course, the pro-shop, all the equipment and 55
homes in the immediate area.
The Carlton Complex fire is on record as being
the largest in Washington State history, burning

thousands of acres and destroying more than 300
houses in Chelan and Okanogan Counties.
Volunteers are still coming to the area to help
clean-up and restore property. The Americorps
volunteers pitched in to help prepare the golf
course for their re-opening.
"It's going to be fun finally seeing golfers teeing
it up again like they normally do," said Barth.
Amazingly, the course itself is still intact. Every
year a group of retired teachers from Snohomish
descend on Alta Lake for their annual golf event.
For some of the golfers this was their 25th year
of golfing at the Alta Lake Golf Course. This
year they came in March and played all 18 holes.
The new Alta Lake Golf Course pro shop will
open later this month. Reservations for the course
are already booking up quickly for the spring and
summer months.

• Page 3 •

After a devastating fire in 2014, Alta Lake Golf Course is up and running after opening this spring.
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Oki Golf sells Echo Falls Golf Club; NW juniors
compete at national Drive, Chip and Putt event
Oki Golf, has announced the sale of The Golf
Club at Echo Falls to an international investment
group. The Golf Club at Echo Falls was first
purchased by Scott Oki in 1994 and was the
first golf course in the Oki Golf portfolio that is
comprised of nine golf properties.
“Although we were not looking to sell The
Golf Club at Echo Falls, once we learned about
the investors exciting plans they had for the golf
course property, we felt it was a great opportunity
for Echo Falls and its guests,” said Nancy Cho,
president and CEO of Oki Developments, Inc.
As a component of the sale, Oki Golf Management, LLC will be retained to manage daily
operations for The Golf Club at Echo Falls.
This will allow Echo Falls to remain part of the
popular Oki Golf Players Card Program and will
ensure the service and maintenance standards that
have made Oki Golf the premier golf course proprietor in the Seattle area remain intact. With this
new management agreement, Oki Developments
is announcing the creation of Oki Golf Management, LLC, which will focus on management
services for golf course properties.

NW juniors at Drive, Chip and Putt

Four young golfers from the Pacific Northwest qualified to play in the national finals of the
second annual Drive, Chip & Putt Championship,
which was held at Augusta National Golf Club,
at the beginning of Masters Week.
Jessica Ponce of Portland finished fifth in the
Girls 14-15 age division, while Samuel Pyon of
Happy Valley, Ore. tied for second in the Boys
14-5 division, finishing just half a point out of a
tie for first. Ben Stone of Spokane finished tied
for third in the Boys 12-13 division, and Logan
Medcalf of Lynden, Wash. finished tied for second place in the Boys 7-9 division (he had tied
for first, but lost in a 3-way playoff).

For complete results, photos, and information about qualifying for the 2016 Drive, Chip
& Putt Championship, visit the web site www.
drivechipandputt.com.

NW golfers enter Hall of Fames

For the third time in Northwest golf history,
the Pacific Northwest Golf Association (PNGA)
and the Pacific Northwest Section PGA (PNWPGA) conducted a joint Hall of Fame ceremony
to honor inductees from each organization. This
combined Pacific Northwest Golf Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony was held at Inglewood Golf
Club on April 24.
Being inducted this year for the PNGA were
Hilda (McAuslan) Beck of Seattle, Wash. (who
is being inducted posthumously); Tom Brandes
of Bellevue, Wash.; and Chris Maletis of Portland, Ore. The PNWPGA inducted Pat Huffer of
Crooked River Ranch, Ore. and Steve Prugh of
Spokane, Wash.
The two associations began discussions in
2009 about the possibility of unifying their two
induction ceremonies, and have agreed upon one
combined ceremony every two years to honor
inductees from both organizations. Their respective Halls of Fame recognize those who have
distinguished themselves through outstanding
playing accomplishments as well as contributions
to the game in the region.

Pacific Amateur set for September

Looking for some top amateur competition to
keep your game sharp, then look no further than
the Lithia Pacific Amateur Classic which will
take place this September and some of Central
Oregon’s top golf courses.
The event is set for Sept. 19-24 and will feature divisions for men, women and seniors. Up
to 700 players are expected to take part in the

19th annual event. The tournament features three
days of individual play with the top players from
each flight playing at Sunriver’s Crosswater for
the tournament championship on the final day of
the Pacific Amateur.
Cost is $530 or $475 for a returning player
and includes tee gifts, food, golf and more. See
www.pacamgolf.com.

Central Oregon Players Card available

The Central Oregon Golf Trail Players Card
is a steal at $199. With 19 Central Oregon golf
courses offering 50% off their standard rates, this
card guarantees you the best rates every day of
the year.
You can get more information for the cards
at 1.800.800.8334.
Golf Trail Players Card holders receive 50%
off green fees at 19 of Central Oregon’s finest
golf courses. A potential savings of over $800.
There are 19 Participating Central Oregon
Golf Trail Courses: Aspen Lakes, Awbrey Glen
Golf Club, Black Butte Ranch both courses,
Brasada Canyons, Broken Top, Crooked River
Ranch, Eagle Crest both courses, Juniper, KahNee-Ta, Lost Tracks, Meadow Lakes, Pronghorn,
Quail Run, Sunriver Meadows and Woodlands,
Tetherow and Widgi Creek.

Riverbend’s Two-Man event in June

Riverbend Golf Course’s 19th annual TwoMan At The Bend is set for June 13-14 at Riverbend Golf Course in Kent.
This popular tournament features two-player
teams and a best-ball format for both days of the
tournament - which takes place on a Saturday and
Sunday. Tournament entry fee is $300 per team
and includes two rounds of golf, practice balls
and more. For more information call Riverbend
at 253.854.3673.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Qualchan’s Gardner
claims NW Seniors;
Oregon women second

Mark Gardner of The Creek at Qualchan
in Spokane won the Pacific Northwest Senior
Players’ Championship after firing rounds of
64-71-135 to win by two strokes over Mike
Gove of Inglewood GC of Kenmore, Wash..
at Wine Valley Golf Club in Walla Walla.
Mark Keating of Pumpkin Ridge GC took
third place. Ed Jonson of Wing Point G&CC
claimed low amateur honors after finishing in
a tie for fourth place with Tom Sovay of GC
at Redmond Ridge and Billy Bomar of Prairie
Falls Golf Club in Idaho.
Winning the team Four-Ball competition
was the team of Gardner and his amateur
partner John Lefriec.
Lon Hinkle of Eagle Bend GC made a rare
double eagle on the seventh hole dunking a
shot from 252 yards.
 	 Amateur Keith Crimp of Ellensburg
G&CC made hole-in-one on the 11th hole.
with an 8 iron from 155 yards.

Oregon, UW women shine at Pac-12

The Oregon women finished second and
the Washington women took third at the Pac12 Golf Championships at Boulder Country
Club in Colorado.
Caroline Ingis of Oregon took the individual Pac-12 title, carrying the Ducks to the
second-place finish. Arizona won the team
championship. She shot a final round of 4-under 67 to get to 7-under for the championship
and win by two.
Washington battled for the Pac-12 title
to the last few holes at the Boulder Country
Club, but in the end came up just short, finishing third. It was the third top-three finish
in program history for the Huskies who also
finished second in 2013 and third in 1988.
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UW wins Redhawk Invitational
at Chambers Bay in a runaway;
UW’s Pan is Hogan semifinalist
No. 10 Washington earned its second victory
of the season, dominating the Redhawk Invitational, played at Chambers Bay, site of the 2015
U.S. Open. The Dawgs finished the week at 14over 854 to beat second-place Seattle U. by 24
strokes.
The Huskies had four players in the top-five,
led by freshman Frank Garber who picked up his
first collegiate win, draining a 15-foot par putt
on the final hole to win by one over teammate
Corey Pereira. Garber, who shot 66 in the second
round, shot a 6-over 76 in the final round, but it
was enough for the individual title.
Garber was steady early on, but fell out of
the lead after a triple-bogey on the 11th hole. He
came right back to birdie 12 and made another
birdie on 16 to give himself an opportunity at the
win. He entered the final hole tied with Charlie
Kern of William and Mary, but Kern, who was
playing 11 as his final hole, doubled bogeyed and
that coupled with Garber’s par gave the Husky
freshman the win.
Garber’s 76 was one of four scores kept by
the Dawgs who maintained their 24-stroke lead
to easily win, despite finishing the day at 15-over
295. The host Redhawks were second, while No.
30 TCU finished in third at 43-over.
Conditions at Chambers Bay were a little
soggy with enough wind to play a factor. Scores
were higher than Monday’s opening two rounds
when the weather was close to perfect. The
course is in fantastic condition and played fair,
just difficult.

Washington’s Pan is Hogan semifinalist

Colonial Country Club, Friends of Golf
(FOG) and the Golf Coaches Association of
America (GCAA) have announced the 10 semifinalists for The Ben Hogan Award, including

UW’s Frank Garber won the Redhawk Invitational, leading the Huskies to the team crown.
Husky senior Cheng-Tsung Pan. The Hogan
Award is considered the most prestigious award
in men’s college golf.
Pan has been named a semifinalist for the
fourth consecutive year, becoming the first golfer
in the award’s history to earn that distinction.
Pan looks to become the third Husky in the
past six years to win the award, joining Nick
Taylor (2010) and Chris Williams (2013).
The nine other semifinalists are Gavin Green
(New Mexico), Beau Hossler (Texas), Kyle Jones
(Baylor), Lee McCoy (Georgia), Maverick McNealy (Stanford), Jon Rahm (Arizona State), Ollie Schniederjans (Georgia Tech), Robby Shelton
(Alabama) and Hunter Stewart (Vanderbilt).
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Ben Crane • Portland • 177th on the list with $141,047
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 182nd on the list with $101,408
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 80th on the list with $670,871
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • No cuts made
• Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • No events
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 10th on the list with $2,172,580
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 98th on the list with $498,966
• Andrew Putnam •Tacoma • 152nd on the list with $251,812
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 130th on the list with $353,868
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 207th on the list with $51,590
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 51st on the list with $941,944
Web.com Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • 44th on the list with $37,753
• Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 48th on the list with $34,723
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 81st on the list with $16,690
• Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • 72nd on the list with $20,134
• Andrew Yun • Tacoma • 17th on the list with $71,573
`Champions Tour
• Jeff Coston • Blaine • 65th on the list with $41,730
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 27th on the list with $163,890
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 54th on the list with $60,688
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 73rd on the list with $32,687
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 66th on the list with $39,862
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 37th on the list with $126,739
LPGA Tour
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • No events
• Sadena Parks • Tacoma • 129th on the list with $7,763
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • No events
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Kelli Bowers • Chelan • 31st on the list with $4,556
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • 36th on the list with $4,331
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • 105th on the list with $1,052
• Courtney Coleman • Rochester • No events played

Did you know….

• With the U.S. Open being held in our
backyard this year, the WSGA will be conducting two (instead of one) Local Qualifiers for the
championship – at The Home
Course on May 11 and at
Wine Valley GC on May 12.
The WSGA is the statewide
representative of the USGA,
and conducts these qualifiers
every year for them at no cost.

		
• The Course Rating & Slope Rating alone
don¹t tell you the difficulty of a course or how
hard it is? Find out more in the Handicapping &
Course Rating section at www.oga.org
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Seattle’s Jefferson Park:
A Centennial celebration
By Martin Pool, Special To Inside Golf
This year marks the Centennial of the opening
of the Jefferson Park Golf Course, on Beacon Hill
in Seattle. Regarded as the first municipal course
west of the Mississippi, Jefferson Park, named
after Thomas Jefferson, opened for play amid
much pomp and ceremony on May 12, 1915.
The origins of the Jefferson Park Golf Course
can be traced back to 1907. Edward C. Cheasty,
a member of the Board of Park Commissioners,
is given credit for being the first to come up with
the idea of a municipal golf course in Seattle.
Cheasty found an ally in Sherwood Gillespy
(whose statue and fountain would welcome
golfers to Jefferson Park for years thereafter)
and together they convinced the skeptical City
Council to build a golf course. They chose the
property on Beacon Hill. On the property was
the City Stockade (to house criminals) and the
City Hospital, then commonly referred to as the
“Pest House” as it was intended for persons with
contagious diseases.
In October, 1912, the Park Board hired Robert Johnstone, then the golf professional at the
Seattle Golf Club, to design the eighteen hole
course. (Note: contrary to numerous websites
and citations, there is no evidence that Tom Bendelow, the famous golf architect from Chicago,
designed Jefferson Park.).
Construction of the golf course began in
earnest in 1913. Lacking budget appropriations,
the City turned to its prisoners held on site at the
stockade to provide much of the labor for “clearing and grubbing” the land.
The initial course layout measured exactly
6,000 yards. The following diagram, dated Feb.
1, 1915, incorrectly shows the pond located on
the 17th hole. The pond was actually located
on what was then the 13th hole, but is now the

15th hole. Fees were set. A round of golf cost 25
cents. An annual pass, with locker and club house
privileges, could be purchased for $12. Caddies,
typically boys aged 12-16 years, earned 50 cents
for the loop. A golf lesson from the pro? $1.
The Park Board hired Jefferson Park’s first
golf professional in 1915, and by sheer coincidence, he shared the same name as the golf course
itself. His name was Joseph Jefferson. Born in
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, England, Jefferson lived
on site at the golf course and worked there for 29
years, retiring in 1944.
Two days after the golf course was opened,
the Park Board faced its first controversy. Miss
Lena Colsky responding to the Board’s policy
on restricting women from playing on weekends,
protested. On May 14, 1915, she wrote:
“I am of the opinion that women, who are
unable to avail themselves of the opportunity
of playing golf week days, should be allowed
the privilege of playing Saturday afternoons
and Sundays. If this is to be a Municipal Golf
links I can’t see why a woman’s $12 a year for
the up-keep is not good as a man’s and why they
shouldn’t be given the same consideration.”
Miss Colsky’s impeccable logic was not lost
upon the Board, which, to its credit, reversed its
decision and sent a reply dated June 3, 1915:
“I wish to notify you that acting upon the
protest which you initiated and which was joined
in by others, the Board has voted to rescind the
rule whereby women were prevented from using
the Municipal Golf Course at Jefferson Park,
Saturday afternoons and Sunday mornings, and
hereafter the course will be open to women at
all times.”
The public’s response to the opening of
Jefferson Park was immediate and astounding.
See Jefferson Park, Page 9
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Here’s a look at what the original 13th hole at Jefferson Park looked like when it opened up.

Jefferson Park Golf Course in Seattle turns 100 this year and features a new clubhouse.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Nearly 70 years later, Fir State Golf Club still has Jefferson Park
solid membership and great community presence
By Rudy Horn, Special to Inside Golf
In 1947, three golfers, Wilbert Ponder, Pat Francis,
and Oscar Johnson established the Fir State Golf Club
as a means for Black and other minority golfers to be
able to learn and compete in the sport of golf in. At the
time of its founding, there was a white’s only clause
that was applied to all Seattle municipal golf clubs.
While Black golfers and other minorities, as individuals, could play at the public courses, and they
frequented Jefferson Park on Beacon Hill, they could
not play in tournaments and compete for prizes, which
required membership in a recognized club.
When membership reached 15, including two
women and one Caucasian, they elected officers and
called the club Fir State after Washington State’s
tree. To them, the evergreen Fir tree was a symbol of
strength and the ability to weather many storms. In
1949, Fir State became the first Black Golf Club to be
charted in the state of Washington, and is the second
oldest Black golf club in the country to have a home
golf course.
At this time, Rosa Parks had not yet been arrested
for giving up her seat on a public bus and the 14th
amendment to the U.S. constitution, the civil rights
act, was 17 years away. “These determined golfers
became some of the earliest heroes in the fight for
equality and racial justice in Seattle.”
Fir State members were still banned from public
King County tournaments until 1952. Even after that
ban had been lifted, African American golfers were
still regularly denied a chance to play in tournaments
through the 50s and 60s.
In 1959, Bill Wright, a 23 year old Fir State member and Franklin High graduate won the prestigious
USGA Public Links Championship at the Welshire
Golf Course in Denver becoming the first African
American player to do so.
While Bill was winning championships on the
course, his parents, Bob and Madeline Wright, both
Fir state members and talented golfers themselves,
directly confronted the racial discrimination policies

Luscious Dean, 90 year old Fir State member.

Mr. Lynch was one of the original members.

of the Seattle Parks Department. The Wright’s officially challenged the racial discrimination policies
of the private golf clubs by charging the Seattle Parks
Board with a complaint to the State Board Against
Discrimination. Bob Wright’s application to the West
Seattle Golf Club was denied even though he had
sponsorship from a member. At issue was the use of
Seattle public golf course names in the title of the
golf clubs. The association with the municipal course
name in the club title made the city government liable.
This charge resulted in the Seattle Parks Department
instructing the clubs to either stop discriminating or
change their names.
In response, the Jefferson Park Golf Club changed
to the Beacon Hill Golf Club, and the West Seattle
Golf Club became the Bayview Golf Club. With the
city no longer liable, the private clubs could continue
to discriminate.
Tired of Seattle’s leadership stalling and not
satisfied with a mere name change, the State Anti-

Discrimination Board voted 3-2 on May 4, 1961 to
send a plea for Governor Rossellini to intervene. The
Board charged the Seattle Parks Department with
“willful violation” of the rights of Bob Wright.
It is clear that the formation of the Fir State Golf
Club influenced change in statewide policy regarding legal racial discrimination. It is unclear exactly
when the Seattle golfing clubs stopped discriminating
against minority golfers, but eventually the clubs
changed back to include the names of the associated
golf course.
Today, Fir State still has strong membership and
a presence in the community. They hold weekly club
plays at their home golf course, Jefferson Park. Bill
Wright, his parents, and Fir State are acknowledged
by the USGA (United Stated Golf Association) as
being pioneers in the fight for racial equality in the
sport of golf.
Publisher’s note: There is a Kickstarter campaign to
crowd fund a documentary called “Out of the Rough.”
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Continued from Page 8
Nearly 50,000 rounds were played in 1916.
It hit the 100,000 mark in 1922 and after the
third nine (the “long nine” at that time as it
was a regulation 3,100 yards) was completed
in 1923, attendance reached an astonishing
174,000 players in 1926.
According to a June 6, 1926 Times article:
The average Sunday sees 200 men and women
turned away from Jefferson Park because they
cannot be accommodated. This is not only
during the summer playground period, but it
has been a fact since January 1, 1926. Golf’s
popularity, and congestion, at Jefferson Park
led in part to the building of Rainier Golf and
Country Club and Inglewood Golf Club in the
early 20’s and spurred on the construction of
Jackson Park Golf Course (named after President Andrew Jackson), the second municipal
course in Seattle, completed in 1930.
The great Walter Hagen played an exhibition match at Jefferson Park on November
19, 1922 and of Jefferson Park, he wrote:
“I want to go on record right at this point
by saying that I have visited forty-eight of
the four dozen states of this Union and have
played on every municipal links in those
states, as far as I know, and, to my way of
thinking, there is nothing on the face of this
broad land in municipal golf links that compares with the Seattle city course, on which
we played yesterday.”

Editor’s Note: Saturday, May 9, 2015, the
Northwest Hickory Players will celebrate Jefferson Park’s centennial by hosting a hickory
event starting at noon at the course. The public
is invited and rental hickory sets will be available. Dress in period clothes and join us for a
round of golf as it was played a 100 years ago.
Contact Martin Pool at fas1863@hotmail.com
for more information.
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Bend’s Tetherow Lodges earns
top mark from Booking.com
Though it just turned one last month, Tetherow Lodges, a luxury boutique property in Bend,
Oregon, was named #1 Resort in the world by
Booking.com’s “Booking’s Best” initiative. Tetherow Lodges was ranked ahead of other resorts
in the same category, in destinations including
Thailand, India, the U.S., Fiji, Greece and other
top hot-spots.
Booking.com, the world’s top accommodation site, drew from over 40 million current and
authentic customer reviews of over 500,000
properties to determine winners in 25 categories.
To be considered for an award, the resort had to
receive at least 50 reviews during 2014. Booking.
com analyzed its reviews for high scores across
key categories to reach the revered list of 224
properties, including their staff, comfort, service,

cleanliness, location and value for money.
Tetherow Lodges opened on April 17, 2014,
and consists of 50 guest rooms that overlook the
Tetherow golf course and the Cascade mountains
beyond.
• Tetherow Lodges, Bend’s premium outdoor
recreation resort, announced recently that it has
partnered with Stash Hotel Rewards, the largest
point-based loyalty program for independent
hotels across the U.S. As a result of this new
partnership, Stash members are now able to earn
and redeem points at Tetherow, a year-round
luxury resort perfect for outdoor and adventure
enthusiasts of all ages.
“Tetherow is a truly unique choice for travelers visiting Bend,” said David Lenke, Hotel
General Manager at Tetherow Lodges.
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Tetherow Lodges in Bend is ranked No. 1 by Booking.com’s “Bookings Best” initiative.
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LPGA Portland Classic offers amateur qualifer
Tournament Golf Foundation (TGF), the
organizers of the Portland Classic Presented by
Cambia Health Solutions, will host an amateuronly event that guarantees the winner a spot in
the LPGA tour’s oldest non-major tournament.
The Portland Classic Amateur Open will be
held at Langdon Farms Golf Club in Aurora on
Monday, July 13, beginning at 7:00 a.m. Any
woman amateur golfer with an established USGA
handicap of 2.0 or less is eligible to compete.
The winner of the event will earn a guaranteed
spot in the 72-hole Portland Classic tournament
proper to be held August 13 - 16, at Columbia
Edgewater Country Club in Portland, OR. The
second and third place finishers will earn spots
alongside professionals in the tournament’s
Monday qualifier to be held on Monday, August
10th. The top two finishers from the qualifier
will also earn entry into the Portland Classic.
Last year, Gigi Stoll of Beaverton High

School won the Portland Classic Amateur Open
by a stroke over Alexis Keating of the University
of Colorado and Angel Yin of Arcadia (California) High School. With the support of a strong
local gallery, Stoll made the cut in the LPGA
tournament and finished at -1 (T52) against the
pros.
The Portland Classic Amateur Open will have
a $95 entry fee and players can get an application
by calling the Tournament Golf Foundation office
at 503-626-2711 or by visiting the news section
of the tournament web site, portlandclassic.
com. Entry deadline for the event will be July
9, 2015.
The Portland Classic Presented by Cambia
Health Solutions will feature the world’s top
women professional golfers at ColumbiaEdgewater Country Club in Portland, OR, from
August 13-16, 2015. The 72-hole tournament
features a purse of $1.3 million and broadcast
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coverage on the Golf Channel for all four rounds.
Austin Ernst won the 2014 tournament, the first
LPGA victory in her two year career.

Volunteers needed for 2015 event

The 2015 Portland Classic Presented by
Cambia Health Solutions has opened online registration for volunteers at PortlandClassic.com.
Marshals, Walking Scorers, and other positions
are available for the August 10-16 LPGA tournament at Columbia Edgewater Country Club.
For $28, every volunteer at the tournament
receives a golf shirt, free parking, admission
to the tournament and one guest pass, access to
volunteer tent and more. Marshals and Walking
Scorers are needed Thursday, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, August 13-16.
For more information call 503-626-2711 or
email Robbie.quivey@tgfigolf.com.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

Beaverton’s Gigi Stoll won last year’s qualifer.
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New pro at Forest Hills; WSGA sets Casual Golf Days
protected from the wind that is associated with
the Oregon coast.

Forest Hills Golf Club has hired Larry Webb
as their new head professional. Webb's previous
position was Director of Golf at Pendaries Golf
Course in Rociada, New Mexico.
Webb was elected to the Colorado Golf Hall
of Fame in 2001 and won the PGA National
Championship in 1983. He also won eleven State
Open tournaments including (2) Colorado, (3)
Wyoming, (2) Kansas, Nebraska, Arizona and
(2) Utah. He has also served for twelve years on
the PGA Board of Directors in three PGA Sections.
Forest Hills Country Club is a members
owned facility in Reedsport Oregon and is
open to public play. It opened in 1963 and was
purchased by the current association in 1988,
when 100 individuals came up with $1,000
each to make the down-payment on the facility. It is a nine-hole course that sits in a valley
and is slightly inland from the coast where it is

The Oregon Golf Association recently announced two new members will join its Executive
Committee - Zach Hall of Bend, Ore., and Travis
Schoen of Beaverton, Ore.
 	 Hall, a freelance writer and editor living in
Bend who specializes in Central Oregon Golf,
will bring additional representation and enthusiasm to Central Oregon. Before going full-time
freelance earlier this year, he spent 16 years as
a news reporter & editor, including eight years
as The (Bend) Bulletin’s golf writer. Hall was
the 2008 recipient of the Dale Johnson Media
Award, which recognizes a member of the media
for significant contributions in promoting the
game of golf. Hall loves biking and camping
around the Cascade Lakes with his wife Janell

By Brian Giboney, Special to Inside Golf
Welcome back to The Hickory Corner
where we explore hickory golf (golf with pre1935 equipment). This month is the golf ball
issue.
As you can imagine golf balls from the
hickory era are now collectible items which
reside in trophy cases, on mantles, and on
executive’s desks around the world. So in order
to emulate the game as it was played over 80
years ago, hickory golfers are now dependent
on replica golf balls made by McIntyre Golf
Company in Omaha.
McIntyre Golf offers five golf balls: The
“Park” (Circa 1850-1905) is named after the
1860 British Open Champion Willie Park, Sr.;
The “Braid” (Circa 1850-1905) is named after
5 Time British Open Champion James Braid;

The “Vardon” (Circa 1898-1905) is named
after 7 Time Major Winner Harry Vardon; The
“Ouimet” (Circa 1905-1930) is named after the
winner of the historic 1913 U.S. Open; and The
“RTJ” (Circa 1908-1935) is named after the
greatest hickory golfer of all time Robert Tyre
Jones Jr. aka Bobby Jones.
All versions fly through the air much like
they did in the era they represent if struck by a
hickory club. They are durable as well. Prior to
writing this article I ensured they could handle
being smashed by my modern 460cc titanium
driver & yes they passed that test too. However, at only 50-compression, they are clearly
designed for hickory play and a golfer’s more
smooth and flowing tempo.
Total golf ball production in 2014 for McIntyre
Golf Company was 26,400 (2,200 dozen). As

OGA adds to Executive Committee

and daughter Aubrey. Schoen is the President of
NWGolfGuys, Inc., which was named the 2013
OGA Club of the Year, and has grown his group
from 25 of his closest friends to more than 600
annual members since 2007 and brings a wealth
of experience in sales & marketing, specifically
in the online realm.

WSGA sets dates for Casual Golf Days

The Washington State Golf Association has
set the dates for its 2015 Casual Golf Days, a
chance for the golfing public to experience private club life.
There are three Casual Golf Days on the
schedule for 2015 with the first set for May 4 at
Yakima Golf and Country Club in Yakima. Cost
is $85. Next up is Glendale Golf and Country
Club in Bellevue on June 29 with the cost being
$95. The final Casual Golf Day will take place
at the TPC Snoqualmie Ridge on Aug. 31. Cost

is $99. For more information see www.thewsga.
org.

Pepsi Northwest Women’s Open

The third annual Pepsi Northwest Women’s
Open is set for July 13-15 at Twin Lakes Golf
and Country Club in Federal Way.
The event brings together some of the top
women professionals and amateurs from around
the Pacific Northwest and the country. The event
kicks off with a Pro-Am on Monday, July 13
with the professionals being paired with a team
of amateurs.
The tournament takes place over two days
in July and is open to both professionals and
amateur players. Entry fee is $225.
Former LPGA Tour player Cindy Rarick, who
lives in Leavenworth, won last year’s event.
For more information on the Pepsi Northwest
Women’s Open call 253.838.0345

Hickory Corner: What are the right golf balls to play
for the cost, the “Park” is $155.00 a dozen, the
“Braid” $62.00 a dozen, the “Vardon” $150.00
a dozen, the “Ouimet” $45.00, and the “RTJ”
$45.00. If you lost your breath while reading
$155.00 and $150.00 per dozen on the “Park”
and the “Vardon” the prices are not typos.
Those particular balls are gutta balls and
require much more labor to produce. McIntyre
Golf Company only produces 4-5 gutta balls
an hour as it is a lengthy process. Personally,
the “Ouimet” and the “RTJ” fit my budget and
have been the 1-2 punch in my hickory journey
so far, but if you have the means to venture into
the ultra cool golf ball world of the “Park” and
the “Vardon” – by all means as they are the
Rolls Royce of the sport. If you are interested
in acquiring a dozen McIntyre’s you can order
them at www.mcintyregolf.com.
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Upcoming hickory tournaments

Events put on by AP National Golf Club
apnationalgolfclub.com
• May 2: Meadow Park 3rd Annual Vintage
Hickory Invitational (Centennial).
• May 24: Chambers Bay “The Open before
The Open” Chambers Bay Hickory Open
Championship sponsored by Michelob Ultra.
Events put on by NW Hickory Players Club
nwhickoryplayers.org
• May 9: Centennial Celebration at Jefferson
Park
• May 11: Tacoma County and Golf Club
For a complete list of organized and casual
outings for the year please check out their
websites.
All events are open to the public and new
players are welcome - club rental is available.
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I have played in more Champions Tour
events since our last article. Great people, great
weather, great golf! In Tucson I shot 71-73-73
and Mississippi 73-73-73. Wow 73 seemed
to be the number! I wish it was 67. I'd even
take 69. Believe it or not, there is not much
difference on tour between those numbers. A
pitch here, a made six-footer there can create a
mindset or momentum that gets you off to the
races. Patience
and responding
well to adversity again have
been
the pill I am
swallowing.
Golf sometimes
shadows life.
Tucson, Arizona is a beautiful place. The
mountains that
surround the Coston and Miguel Angel Jiminez
city are breath
taking. The Tucson National golf course is
wonderful also. I stayed with some friends of
mine who are members at Semiahmoo which
made the week all the more enjoyable. Thanks
Donald and Susan!
I flew from Tucson to Gulfport, Mississippi.
Definitely the South, and I love it. The people
are so nice and I love that accent! Many fun
and interesting happenings in Mississippi. The
host hotel is a casino on the Gulf thus Gulfport,
Mississippi. I've never pulled a slot machine or
done anything in a casino in my life! Truly. Ask
my friends. So I'm a rookie in a casino. Rodger
Chapman from England and I were on the plane
together. He said he had a car to the hotel and
I should hop in with him. A serious Limo. We

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: Not much difference
between 67 and 73 on Champions Tour

go to the hotel/casino to VIP check in. Both
our rooms are comped, overlooking the Gulf.
Sweet. I still have not played a game in a casino.
Good food though.
I went to the golf course the next day. The
course is called Fallen Oak. A wonderful golf
course. By the way Steve Wynn owns the
hotel and golf course. Anyway, I went to the
workout trailer to stay young from the neck
down, because I'm shaving my Grandpa when
I look in the mirror. That is where I met Angel
Jiminez for the first time. We worked out daily
and were showing each other exercises we had
learned over the years.
Saturday after the round I was hitting shots
on the range and Lee Janzen walked up. Lee
and I both work with Mike Bender on our games.
Lee won in Naples this year and has won two
U.S. Opens. He said “Jeff, you hit it as well
and are in as good shape as anyone out here.
Just get comfortable and know you can do it!.”
Tom Lehman is a good friend of mine for
many years. He and Melissa use to babysit my
children. Diane and I stayed with them in Phoenix earlier this year. We went to dinner Saturday
night with his partner in golf course design. A
gentleman named Chris Banks out of Portland.
A smart man. I learned much about courses

that night. Anyway, I did not know dinner was
at Ruth's Chris Steakhouse. First time I'd been
there. Their budget is at a different level than
mine. Great steak, most expensive dinner of
my life. I'd better get off 73 to eat there again.
Tom finished second in Gulfport. I guess he is
going back to see Ruth again soon.
I'm home teaching in between events. I will
be pitching, putting, hitting wedges and bunker
shots. I will be hitting many drives and setting
my mind on low scores.
• I just finished my fifth tournament so far
this year on the Champions Tour in Atlanta.
The tournament was held at TPC Sugarloaf; a
very good layout. Let me tell you it rained hard
each day. It rained so much the final round was
canceled.
I shot 69-72 and a tie for 20th. My best finish
this far and $21,000. That’s a lot of golf lessons!
I lipped out a hole in one on 16 on national television and birdied the last hole.
Brett, Mark Andrew and I are putting together
a special Pro-Am with 10 Champion Tour players
in August 16-17. We have a wonderful group
of Tour pros coming which includes friend Olin
Brown who won in Georgia. Rocco Mediate is
coming also. David Frost who won in Mississippi will be here also. His nickname for me is
“Superman.” He gave that to me because I’m
in the workout trailer whenever he goes in there.
I’ve finished higher each week. I like the way
I’m trending.

Jeff Coston a 20-time Pacific Northwest PGA Player
of the Year. He is a member of the Pacific Northwest PGA
Hall of Fame. He is now a Champion Tour Member. Jeff
can be reached for appointment by calling Semiahmoo
Resort at 360.201.4590 or see www.jeffcoston.com
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Mike
Peluso

Rules of the Game: DZ or Dropping Zone
used when regular relief is not possible

Sometimes I see white circles with the
words “DROP” or “DROPPING ZONE”
or DZ” written inside the circle. What are
those used for?
Those are properly call Dropping
Zones. In higher-level competitions, you
will usually see the letters “DZ” painted
near the inside margin.
Why are Dropping Zones used?
Why are they used on some holes and
not on others?
Typically, a Dropping Zone is used
when regular relief procedures might be
impracticable or might be difficult to do
in strict accordance with the Rules. Look
at the two illustrations. Two of the more
common usages for a Dropping Zone are
when there is an Out of Bounds fence
behind a green, or when there is a water
hazard stretching from tee to green on a
par-3. Another time you might see Dropping Zones is in front of grandstands that
are behind the greens at professional golf
events.
If there is a Dropping Zone, am I required to use it? No. Dropping Zones are

always “an additional option” and are not
required. However, they usually provide
the simplest and quickest methods of
relief and are therefore used by the majority of players who have them available to
them.
What are some of the required procedures for dropping a ball into a Dropping
Zone?
First of all, the ball must first strike the
ground within the Dropping Zone. The
white line is part of the Dropping Zone. It
does not matter where the player stands
while he is dropping the ball.
What if the ball rolls forward, or rolls
out of the Dropping Zone after it strikes

the ground?
That’s fine. Play it where it lies. But if
it rolls more than two club lengths (in any
direction) after striking the ground, then
the ball must be re-dropped. (If you have
a Rule Book, check Rule 20-2c for additional situations where you might have to
re-drop the ball).
Finally, what if the Dropping Zone is
so large that the ball rolls more than two
club-lengths and still remains in the DZ?
You still need to re-drop.
Mike Peluso is a rules chairman with the USGA,
PNGA and WSGA. He can be reached for questions at mikepeluso@comcast.net.
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Here are some tips
on how to make the
game fun for juniors

Let's make junior golf fun this year.
In this computer age for juniors... Let's
make golf fun on the course and not behind a computer keyboard. I believe more
juniors will stick to golf if they laugh, have
fun with other juniors and golf with other
juniors their own age.
Here are some fun range games that
will entertain your juniors for hours:
• Detective game: A junior hits a "goofy"
golf shot and the other junior is a "detective" to find out what was silly, wrong or
goofy in the golf swing. The next swing then
has to be correct. Then they "switch" and
the other junior gets to be the "detective".
Recently at my junior golf camp the juniors
where giggling, laughing, learning, being
silly and watching others (learning by what
not to do). They had a blast.
• Fast – Slow:1 One shot has to be
"slow"..... Working on "technique"....thinking of “long arms and balanced finish.” The
second shot "fast".... Is all about speed,
legs, finish. They can swing as fast as they
want "with out falling over.” I do sets of 10
for each golf game.
You will be surprised on how the juniors
will love these golf games. It keeps golf
fun, entertaining for hours, laughing, learning and keep the juniors coming back to
golf. Let's keep golf fun and if they start
laughing.... They will beg you to come to
the range again.
Becky Fossum is an LPGA teaching professional. She can be reached for questions
or appointments at 253.576.3130 or email at
Beckyfossumlpga@yahoo.com or see www.
BeckyFossumGolf.photomerchant.net.
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WinCo Foods Portland Open
has volunteer opportunities
The second annual WinCo Foods Portland
Open presented by Kraft returns to Witch Hollow at Pumpkin Ridge August 24–30, and Volunteer registration is now open at WinCoGolf.
com. Join the Volunteer Team and you’ll get a
unique opportunity to be inside the ropes with
156 of the best professional golfers in the world.
There is no cost to register to Volunteer, and all
Volunteers will receive a fantastic Volunteer
Package including Nike Golf apparel, admission
and parking passes, complimentary meals, and
other perks totaling more than $350 in value.
Volunteers are assigned to a variety of committees, performing the many tasks required
to conduct a Web.com Tour event. Previous
experience is not required, and training will be
provided for new Volunteers and positions that
require guidance. The WinCo Foods Portland
Open is still in need of the following Volunteer
positions:
• On-Course Marshals – Provide gallery
control on assigned hole
• Walking Scorers – Follow a group & track
scores and stats on handheld device
• Standard Bearers – Follow a group & carry
mobile scoring sign (open to junior golfers)
• Volunteer HQ Services – Answer questions
& distribute uniforms at Volunteer tent
• Player Housing – Host a Web.com Tour Pro
for the week
• Child Care – Help watch the Web.com Tour
Pros’ children
Please refer to the Volunteer Opportunities
page at WinCoGolf.com for more information
on the available Volunteer positions. Being a
Standard Bearer is a wonderful opportunity for
junior golfers to get up close and personal and
learn from the Web.com Tour Pros. While some
juniors will carry the mobile scoring sign all
by themselves, others will be joined by family
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Pumpkin Rudge’s Witch Hollow will again host the WinCo Foods Portland Open this summer.

WinCo Foods Portland Open needs volunteers.
members for assistance. It is important to sign
up early as committees will close once they reach
their capacity of volunteers.
Being the final Regular Season event of the
2015 Web.com Tour, 25 PGA Tour cards will
be awarded on Sunday at the conclusion of the
WinCo Foods Portland Open to those players
who finish the season in the Top 25 on the money
list. The competition will be fierce and packed
with drama as the Web.com Tour pros battle it
out for their spot on the 2015-2016 PGA Tour.
For more information on available Volunteer
positions or the registration process, please
contact WinCo Foods Portland Open Volunteer
Coordinator Wes Petticrew at WPetticrew@
Lagardere-Unlimited.com or (503) 924-6214,
or visit WinCoGolf.com.
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