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Central Oregon: Golfing
and outdoors mix just fine
For a top golf destination, you don’t even have
to leave the Pacific Northwest. Central Oregon
is an area that offers some of the best golf in the
country, including Black Butte Ranch (right) and
some terrific outdoor activities like fishing, rafting,
hiking and more. See the special section for more.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF
Washington women fall
in match play at NCAA’s
Just like they have all season, the
Washington women’s golf team battled
down to the final shot in the quarterfinals
of match play at the NCAA Championships. Unfortunately for the Huskies, they
would come up short, falling 3-2 to USC.
“We played well,” said head coach
Mary Lou Mulflur. “They were just a little
better. It came down to the last match
and things just didn’t go our way late. This
team refused to die all season long and I
am very proud of them.”
The defeat ends a memorable season
for the Huskies who set a school record
with six victories during the season and
finished eighth in the stroke play portion
of the NCAA Finals.
The Huskies were represented by Cyd
Okino, Charlotte Thomas, Eimi Koga, Ving
Luo and Jennifer Yang.

Pacific Northwest is
in golf spotlight with
U.S. Open this month

The Pacific Northwest will be in the golf
spotlight June 18-21 when the U.S. Open hits
Chambers Bay with the world’s best players
teeing it up in the Northwest.
USGA Executive Director Mike Davis will
present the trophy (far right) to the winner on
Sunday following the final round of the U.S.
Open at Chambers Bay.
For more on the U.S. Open, please see Page
9 of this  section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

Mariners take swings for charity

Pepsi NW Women’s Open
set for Twin Lakes in July
The Pepsi Northwest Women’s Open is
set for July 13-15 at Twin Lakes Golf and
Country Club in Federal Way. The event is
open to all professionals and amateurs and
will feature a minimum purse of $15,000.
Last year, former LPGA professional
Cindy Rarick won the championship and
the $4,000 first-place check.
The event starts off with a Pro-Am on
July 13 at Twin Lakes as well as a junior
clinic at the driving range. The two-day
tournament kicks off Tuesday July 14 with
a champion crowned after the second
round of the tournament.
For information call 253.838.0345.

LPGA Portland event
offers amateur qualifier
If you are an amateur with a handicap
of 2.0 or less, then you have a chance to
qualify and play in the LPGA Portland Classic, presented by Cambia Health Solutions
at Columbia Edgewater Country Club.
The qualifier is set for July 13 at Langdon Farms Golf Club. The top player from
the qualifier earns a spot in the LPGA
event which will be played Aug. 13-16.

Rules Quiz
A group of three players are scheduled
to begin play at 9:00 am. Player A & B arrive at 8:50 am. The 9:00 am time comes
and Player A tees off. At this time Player
C arrives with club and ball in hand ready
to play. He is at the tee in plenty of time
to play in order. Since he has club and ball
in hand ready to play and can play in order
he avoids the penalty for tardiness to the
starting tee. True or False? See Page 2
for the answer.
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Former Seattle Mariner great Jay Buhner takes a look at a chip shot
during the Mariners annual charity event for Cystic Fibrosis at TPC
Snoqualmie Ridge. See Page 11 for more on the charity event.

Black comes from
behind with low
final round to win
Washington Open

PGA Professional Darren Black of Rainier Golf
and Country club in Seattle won the 89th Muckleshoot Casino Washington Open Invitational with
a final-round 4-under 68 at Meridian Valley Club
in Kent, Wash.
Black won
the tournament
by two strokes
over PGA Professional Brian
Thornton of host
Meridian Valley.
Chris Griffin of
Tacoma Country
and Golf Club
finished third at
209 while Billy
Bomar of Prai- Darren Black
rie Falls in Post
Falls, Idaho took fourth at 211. Corey Prugh
of Manito in Spokane tied for fifth with Sandy
Vaughan of Glenacres  at 212. Black birdied his
last hole of the tournament and won $6,000.
  Low amateur honors went to Kent Hagen of
Meridian Valley Country Club.
Meridian Valley has been a long standing host
for the Washington Open having hosted the event
nine times.

Oregon Coast golf treat:
Sandpines, Ocean Dunes
The Oregon Coast is loaded with
golf adventures. There are a pair of
courses in Florence that fit right into
the category with Sandpines (right)
and Ocean Dunes (far right). Both are
terrific courses and both completely
different from tee to green. For more,
please see Page 8 of this section.
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A couple of months ago I wrote about
trying to get rid of my 30-year-old bad habits.
If you’ve played golf for that long, you know
how hard it is. I report a couple of months later
there is actually some progress. Not much,
but enough to think that I might have some
hope for the 2015 golf season.
I was serious a couple of months ago about
getting rid of the loop in the top of my backswing. I visited Jordan Cooper at GolfTEC
in Southcenter and he rolled the video and
watched my swing.
“How bad is it,” I asked him
“I’ve seen it before,” he said.
“Anything we can do?” I asked.
“There’s always hope,” he said with a
laugh. OK, I didn’t like the laugh part.
He gave me a new setup to work with, with
an upper body tilt and squared shoulders.
That seemed to work. He said I needed more
shoulder and hip rotation. I kind of ignored that
because I was really happy with my 190-yard
drives. NOT.
On a golf trip a couple of weeks ago,
the hip rotation thing kicked in. It’s not like
I became a 300-yard driver of the golf ball
overnight, but at least the drives were crisp,
straighter and longer.
In fact, on this golf trip I managed to get
around the course with a 75. A 75? Me? Really? No foot wedges. Not scorecard tricks.
No illegal drops (thanks to the rules wisdom of
Mike Peluso). One of the best scores I have
ever shot.
Here’s the kicker: When i went to post the
score on GHIN.com, a little message came at
the bottom of the screen saying something
like this score you are posting is lower than
your typical scores. Really GHIN? You have
to run it in that my scores aren’t that good.
I felt good when I hit the button and the 75
went onto my score history. I wanted my 10

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Golf swing seems to be getting better;
hey Poulter why don’t you just zip it

handicap to get lower and this will send it on
its way to getting to a number I’ve always
wanted to be.
There’s still work to be done, but maybe I
am on the right track. Who knows.
• If Pacific Northwest golf fans are looking
for someone to not root for at the U.S. Open
this month at Chambers Bay, Ian Poulter might
be a good one to take it out on.
When asked about Chambers Bay and the
U.S. Open during an interview at the Players
Championship Poulter called Chambers Bay
“a farce.” A farce? Really? That’s what you
think after playing the course Ian? What’s that,
you’ve never played it?
Hmmmmmm. So Poulter runs his mouth
and hasn’t played the course yet.
Granted, you might not like Chambers Bay
when you play it Ian, but keep it zipped until
you get here.
The Pacific Northwest is protective about
what we have - and with the U.S. Open in our
backyard for the first time ever, we are overly
protective. I liked Poulter OK, but when I saw
him run his mouth I did a 180.
I understand that some players will not like
Chambers Bay. They are set in their ways
about lush fairways, easy to hit greens - things
they have seen all their life. But this is new

stuff. Exciting stuff. For the golf fans and for
the Pacific Northwest.
Sure hope that the players can grin and
bear if they don’t like it. And if you don’t like
it just keep their mouths shut.
• I’ve had friends who have had bad luck
with their wedding rings before, Lost it in the
gym. Misplaced it at home. Left it on a road
trip. But poor Pete Wallignford lost his on a
golf course - and he’s willing to fork over $500
for anyone who might find it.
Wallingford, who plays out of Riverbend in
Kent, Wash. was heading to the driving range
a few weeks ago to hit a bucket of balls. Like
he usually does, he took the ring off and put
it in his pocket. When he checked back for
the ring, it was gone.
He searched around the driving range.
Thought maybe he lost it when he was chipping but it wasn’t there either.
The timing wasn’t very good for Pete
to lose his ring - he and his wife had just
celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary.
When Pete told his wife about the lost ring,
she looked at him “with a cold face.” He didn’t
like that look at all.
So he retraced his steps back to the
course and the driving range at Riverbend.
So far no luck. He is more than happy to offer
$500 to anyone who might have found the ring
or does find it.
He has gone online to look for a replacement and found one that is made by the same
guy who made his. It’s a close replica for
$1,700 but not the real thing.
If you find it, give Pete a call at 206.372.9050
and he has $500 burning a hole in his pocket
for you.
Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf. He can be
reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
Answer : False. The player incurs a
two stroke penalty added to the score of
the first hole. The Rule requires players
to be at the tee ready to play at the time
laid down by the Committee.

• Inside Golf would like to thank Paul
Lucien for his insight on the rules.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Hickory players tee it up at Chambers Bay
on the last day before closing for the U. S. Open Washington team wins championship
Billed as The Open Before the Open, 48
hickory players dressed in turn-of-the-century
period clothing descended on Chambers Bay on
May 24, the last day the course was open before
closing for the U.S. Open, scheduled to start on
June 18th.
The players teed it forward to replicate the
1895 yardage of 5,510 yards.

The event was put on by AP National and
sponsored by Michelob Ultra.
Scores ranged from 74 to 119 with players
traveling from as far away as England, New York,
New Jersey, Washington D.C. Texas, Nebraska,
Michigan and California.
The players used wooden-shafted clubs and
Mcintyre replica golf balls.

Photo by Michael Dorgan

at 10th PNGA Team Cup tournament
The 12-person team representing the Washington State Golf Association (WSGA) took a
slim lead into the second day’s play and held
on to win the 10th PNGA Cup.
The Ryder Cup-style matches were held
at Columbia Edgewater Country Club in
Portland, Ore., and featured 48 of the finest
amateur golfers representing the Washington,
Idaho, Oregon and British Columbia golf associations.
After the first day’s play in the four-ball
and foursome matches, Team WSGA held a
half point lead over Team OGA, while Team
BC Golf trailed by four points and Team IGA
by 5 1/2. In the singles matches, Team WSGA
extended their lead by winning seven points

on the day. Finishing second overall was Team
OGA, two points back. Team BC Golf had been
bidding to win their third consecutive PNGA
Cup, but came up four points short. In fourth
place was Team IGA, with 7 1/2 points.
This is the second time Team WSGA has won
this championship, having won in 2008.
The PNGA Cup was created in 2006 by past
PNGA President Dr. Jack Lamey as a way of
continuing the friendship and partnership of the
region’s allied associations under the PNGA
umbrella – British Columbia Golf, Idaho Golf
Association, Oregon Golf Association and Washington State Golf Association.
Each association selected a 12-person team
consisting of eight men and four women.
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USGA names Bandon Dunes Resort as host
site for 2020 Men’s Amateur Championship

The USGA will return again to the Pacific
Northwest with another major championship in
2020 as Bandon Dunes Resort will host the U.S.
Men’s Amateur. The USGA also announced that
Pinehurst will host the 2019 U.S. Amateur.
Bandon Dunes will be the host for the 120th
playing of the U.S. Amateur in 2020. The courses
to be used for the 2020 U.S. Amateur will be
announced at a later date.
The 2020 U.S. Amateur, to be held Aug.
10-16, will mark the sixth USGA championship
held at Bandon Dunes since 2006, including
the inaugural U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball
Championship, which was held last month. This
will be the first U.S. Amateur held at Bandon
Dunes, which is home to four courses, all of
which have previously hosted USGA championships.
The Bandon Dunes course, the first of four
18-hole courses at the resort, opened in 1999
and was designed by David McLay Kidd. The
other courses are Pacific Dunes, Bandon Trails
and Old Macdonald.
“We are honored and delighted to host the
2020 U.S. Amateur Championship at Bandon
Dunes Golf Resort and look forward to adding to
the storied history of this special championship,”
said Mike Keiser, owner and founder of Bandon
Dunes Resort.

days of individual play with the top players from
each flight playing at Sunriver’s Crosswater for
the tournament championship on the final day of
the Pacific Amateur.
Cost is $530 or $475 for a returning player
and includes tee gifts, food, golf and more. See
www.pacamgolf.com.

Pacific Amateur set for September

Colwood Golf Center in Portland opens

Looking for some top amateur competition to
keep your game sharp, then look no further than
the Lithia Pacific Amateur Classic which will
take place this September and some of Central
Oregon’s top golf courses.
The event is set for Sept. 19-24 and will feature divisions for men, women and seniors. Up
to 700 players are expected to take part in the
19th annual event. The tournament features three

Val Patrick teaching at Jackson Park

Val Patrick has become the head golf coach
at Trinity Lutheran and also will be teaching at
Jackson Park Golf Course in Seattle.
Patrick last worked at Leavenworth Golf
Course as the head professional overseeing all
of the programs at that course..
To connect with Val on lessons or anything
else contact her at val6870@gmail.com.

Riverbend’s Two-Man event in June

Riverbend Golf Course’s 19th annual TwoMan At The Bend is set for June 13-14 at Riverbend Golf Course in Kent.
This popular tournament features two-player
teams and a best-ball format for both days of the
tournament - which takes place on a Saturday and
Sunday. Tournament entry fee is $300 per team
and includes two rounds of golf, practice balls
and more. For more information call Riverbend
at 253.854.3673.
Colwood Golf Center in Portland has been
re-done and is now open for public play. The facility sits on the site of the old Colwood National
course which shut down for play.
The city of Portland bought the property and
turned it into a driving range facility and a short
course. It is now open for play.
KemperSports will run the facility for the city
of Portland and has a 1,200-yard golf course to

show off plus a driving range with grass tees. The
facility will also be the home for the First Tee of
the Greater Portland area.

Becky Fossum teaching at Madrona

LPGA teaching professional Becky Fossum
moves from the desert to the Pacific Northwest
for a summer of teaching. Fossum will be teaching at Madrona Links in Gig Harbor this summer. She specializes in junior golf and ladies but
works with players of all levels. She also teaches
in Palm Desert and LaQuinta as well.
For information call 253.576.3130.

Talcott wins Fort Lewis Amateur

David Talcott of Riverbend Golf Complex put
together rounds of 69 and 69 to win the championship of the 57th annual Fort Lewis Amateur
held at Eagle’s Pride Golf Course.

Central Oregon Players Card available

The Central Oregon Golf Trail Players Card
is a steal at $199. With 19 Central Oregon golf
courses offering 50% off their standard rates,
this card guarantees you the best rates every day
of the year. You can get more information for
the cards  at 1.800.800.8334. Golf Trail Players
Card holders receive 50% off green fees at 19 of
Central Oregon’s finest golf courses. A potential
savings of over $800.

Ocean Shores offers tournaments

Ocean Shores Golf Course has the following
tournaments coming up: On June 5 will be the
44th annual Ladies Classic, a two-women Best
Ball event. On June 27, the Grays Harbor Football Camp Tournament. And on July 29-31 the
Ocean Shores Junior Camp will take place.
Call 360.289.3357 for more information.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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NW golfers get through
Open qualifying stage

Cheng-Tsung Pan, a senior at the University of
Washington, shot a 5-under par 67 and took medalist honors in leading the field of 120 players who
took part in local qualifying at The Home Course
in DuPont, Wash.
Along with Pan, six other players advanced
from this local qualifier to the sectional qualifier,
which will be held on June 8. The 2015 U.S. Open
Championship is being held June 18-21 at Chambers Bay in University Place, Wash.
    Among the other players to qualify are Cameron Peck of College Station, Texas, who finished
at 3-under par 69. Peckgrew up in Olympia. Also
qualifying were amateurs Spencer Tibbits of Vancouver, Wash.; Spencer Weiss, a freshman on the
University of Washington golf team; and Ahren
Young, a sophomore at Seattle University.
In a 7-man playoff for the final two available
spots, James Lepp of Abbotsford, B.C., and Kyle
Cornett of Mill Creek, Wash. earned a spot.

Other Northwest qualifers

• Darren Black of Seattle, Derek Barron of
Tacoma, Wash. and Sean Walsh of Keller, Tex. all
finished at even-par and took co-medalist honors
in leading the field of 78 players who competed
in U.S. Open local qualifying at Wine Valley Golf
Club in Walla Walla, Wash. Black is from Seattle’s
Rainier Golf & Country Club while Barron is a
PGA club professional at Tacoma Firs. Walsh is a
junior at Gonzaga University in Spokane. Claiming
final qualifying spot was amateur Kent Hagen of
Covington, Wash.
• Sulman Raza of Eugene fired a 3-under par
68 lead U.S. Open local qualifying held at Eugene
Country Club. Along with Raza, eight more players
qualified for sectional qualifying. Amateurs Cody
Curteman (Bandon, Ore.) and Jesse Heinly (Bend,
Ore.), and professionals Casey Martin (Eugene,
Ore.), Nick Sherwood (Albany, Ore.) and John
Wise (Portland, Ore.) all qualified by finishing at
1-under par (70) for the day. Also qualifying were
amateur Harrison Moir (Portland, Ore.), professional Andrew Buege (Abrams, Wis.) and pro Craig
Crandall (San Clemente, Calif.).
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Washington and Oregon men
advance to NCAA tournament

The Washington and Oregon men’s golf team
qualified for the NCAA Golf Championships,
set for early June at Concession Golf Club in
Bradenton, Flo. Washington and Oregon both
finished fifth in their regional qualifiers to earn
spots to the national tournament.
The Washington women also qualified for the
NCAA Championships.
Washington played on its home turf in its
regional at Gold Mountain’s Olympic Course.
Cheng-Tsung Pan won the individual honors
with a 13-under score for three rounds. Oregon,
playing in Indiana, finished fifth and was led by
Jonathon Woo who finished tied for seventh at
2-under par.

UW men fifth at Pac-12 tournament

No. 12 Washington finished up a solid week
at the Pac-12 Championships, finishing fifth,
but never really getting it going to contend for
the lead. No. 13 Stanford came from behind to
win the Pac-12 title, behind individual champion
Maverick McNealy. No. 8 Oregon also played
well over the final round to climb to a tie for second at 10-over, while No. 3 Arizona State settled
for that T-2nd after leading coming into the final
round. No. 16 USC took fourth at 20-over, while
the Dawgs were fifth, just ahead of Oregon State,
No. 25 California and No. 14 UCLA.

Washington women advance

No. 6 Washington was far from its best at the
final round of the NCAA San Antonio Regional,
but it was enough to advance to the NCAA Finals
for the 12th time in program history. The Dawgs
finished with a score of 12-over 300 to tie for fifth
place at 2-under 862 for the championship.

Haack wins Champion of Champions

Mike Haack of Bellevue, Wash. continued his
dominance at the Washington State Golf Associa-

tion’s Champion of Champions event  by claiming his fourth title, and third in a row. Since the
Champion of Champions began in 2009, Haack
has won in 2010, 2013, 2014 and now 2015.
The event was held at The Home Course in
DuPont.
Christopher Hatch of Mukilteo, Wash. finished one stroke back of Haack at 4-under-par.
Reid Hatley of Hayden Lake, Idaho made a run
up the leaderboard in the final round, posting a
3-under-par 69 to finish at a total of 3-under-par.
Jake Koppenberg of Bellingham, Wash. finished
in fourth place at 2-under-par, and Ryan Welborn
of Tacoma was fifth at 1-under-par total.
In the Senior Men’s division, Pete Higgins
of Mercer Island, Wash. claimed his first WSGA
championship title after firing a 1-under-par 71
in the final round to win by one stroke, with a
championship total of 6-under-par.
   In the Women’s division, Leslie Folsom of
Tukwila, Wash. repeated as champion after taking control in the final round, where she posted
a 4-over-par 76.  Folsom came from behind to
top Shawn Farmer of Bellevue, Wash.

Elmes wins OGA Tournament

Riley Elmes of The Oregon Golf Club shot a
two-round total of 138 to win the Oregon Golf
Association’s Tournament of Champions at
Langdon Farms Golf Club in Aurora.
Elmes went 69-69 over his two rounds to win
by one shot over Arthur Kim of Willamette Valley
Country Club.
Jeff Gustafson of Broadmoor Golf Club and
Jeff Giodt of Illahe Hills in Salem tied for third
at 140 while Matta Hartley of Tri Mountain was
fifth at 142.
The event features the club champions from
all of the courses in the Oregon Golf Association, which include Oregon and the Southwest
Washington areas.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Ben Crane • Portland • 178th on the list with $153,982
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 185th on the list with $101,408
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 86th on the list with $698,770
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • No cuts made
• Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • No events
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 18th on the list with $2,238,981
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 109th on the list with $512,356
• Andrew Putnam •Tacoma • 162nd on the list with $251,812
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 138th on the list with $369,275
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 207th on the list with $51,590
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 63rd on the list with $1,006,519
Web.com Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • 47th on the list with $47,746
• Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 60th on the list with $36,363
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 87th on the list with $20,872
• Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • 85th on the list with $23,613
• Andrew Yun • Tacoma • 21st on the list with $75,020
`Champions Tour
• Jeff Coston • Blaine • 77th on the list with $43,961
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 43rd on the list with $163,890
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 67th on the list with $67,446
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 41st on the list with $178,405
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 78th on the list with $42,622
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 31st on the list with $215,377
LPGA Tour
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • No cuts made
• Sadena Parks • Tacoma • 131st on the list with $7,763
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • No events
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Kelli Bowers • Chelan • 64th on the list with $4,556
• Jessi Gebhardt • Bellingham • No events
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • 3rd on the list with $32,932
• Renee Skidmire • Everett • 114th on the list with $1,863
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • 110th on the list with $2,216
• Christy Yun • Tacoma • No events
• Courtney Coleman • Rochester • No events

Did you know….

• The Washington State Golf Association just
installed new handicap computers in over 260 of
their member clubs throughout
Washington and Northern
Idaho. The computers, printers, and ongoing technical
support are provided free by
the WSGA to all its member
clubs throughout the state of
Washington whenever they might need some help .

• Did you know the golf industry in Oregon has
an annual economic impact of
$2.0 billion dollars, supports
21,000 jobs and
contributes more
than $30 million to
charitable organizations?
Find out more and see the full report at www.
golfallianceoregon.org

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Ocean Dunes, Sandpines make
for a double golf treat as you
drive along the Oregon Coast

By Steve Turcotte, Inside Golf Editor
As you work your way along the Oregon
Coast - there is plenty of golf to be found.  But a
perfect doubleheader of golf is just minutes apart
in Florence. Ocean Dunes and Sandpines are a pair
of courses that are different in style but close in
proximity and a great way to spend a day.
Ocean Dunes is the older of the two with its front
nine opening in 1959 and the back nine in 1990.
Sandpines opened in 1993 and won the “Best New
Public Course In America” from Golf Digest at the
same time. Both have big name designers - Bill
Robinson created Ocean Dunes and Rees Jones
handled Sandpines.
Same city, two different courses.
• Sandpines opened with a lot of fanfare, not
only because of the Rees Jones name but because
of the location and the vast layout. It won awards
from regional and national publications when it first
opened and for good reason. There are dunes, there
are bunkers and there is water.
The course can play as long as 7,190 yards,
and when the wind blows along the Oregon Coast,
Sandpines plays even longer.
Sandpines uses a lot of land for its golf course.
Over 175 acres is used for the course which has a
Scottish-style theme throughout its 18 holes.
The 9,000 square foot clubhouse is majestic and
sits on a bluff overlooking the 18th holes and much
of the course.
Sandpines was recently purchased by SPG
Properties LLC and they brought in OB Sports to
manage the facility. OB Sports has a long history
in the Pacific Northwest as founder Orrin Vincent
grew up in the Northwest. OB Sports manages 56
golf courses across the country and has four others
in the state of Oregon. Rick Reed is the General
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Golf on the Oregon Coast
Here are some facts and figures about
Sandpines and Ocean Dunes:
• Ocean Dunes: Located in Florence. Course
opened in 1959 with nine holes and a second nine
in 1990. Bob Rannow is the Director of Golf. For
information see the website www.oceandunesgolf.
com or 541.997.3232.
• Sandpines: Located in Florence. Course
opened in 1993 and was named “Best New Course
in America. Rees Jones did the design. Rick Reed
is the General Manager. For information see the
website www.sandpines.com.

Sandpines Golf Course in Florence was designed by Rees Jones and opened for play in 1993.

Manager and knows what kind of treat Sandpines
is for golfers.
• Ocean Dunes has been a part of Florence for
nearly 60 years. The first nine came in 1959, the
back nine in 1990. The Bill Robinson-designed
course plays 6,200 yards and offers some holes
through the dunes.
One of the biggest changes came recently when
the Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua
and Siuslaw bought the course to go along with its
Three Rivers Casino. Terrific changes  have been
made to the course. Golfers on GolfAdvisor have
noticed the changes and made some complimentary
comments as well.
Director of Golf Bob Rannow knows he has a
gem on his hands and with the backing of the Three
Rivers Casino, more improvements are definitely  
on the way at Ocean Dunes.
The course is filled with challenging holes, including a short par-3 with a tee shot over a ravine
and a par-5 with an S-shaped fairway that gets your
attention from the tee.
Ocean Dunes in Florence is a Bill Robinson design and now owned by the Three Rivers Casino.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Chambers Bay promises to be a
U.S. Open like no other in history

You have certainly heard all the buzz leading up
to the United States Open June 18-21 at Chambers
Bay. There has been no lack of storylines as the
tournament gets closer and closer. It’s the first
U.S. Open in the Pacific Northwest. It’s the first
U.S.Open to be played on fine fescue. It’s the first
U.S. Open with a train track running right next to
the golf course.
But there are other things to know about this
year’s tournament if you are heading that way:
• The par for the tournament will be par-70 like
other U.S. Open championships, but the first and
18th holes will change par throughout the event.
One day the first will be a par-4 and the 18th a
par-5. They will switch throughout the days of the
championship.
• Chambers Bay could play up to 7,742 yards
for the tournament but likely between 7,200 and
7,400 yards every day. Holes will change through-

out the event. In fact, the par-4 16th hole could
play more than 400 yards or less than 300 yards
depending on the mood of the USGA.
• USGA Executive Director Mike Davis said
that some tees might be set up on small slopes on
the teeing grounds. Players could hit tee shots off
slight downhill, uphill or side-hill lies on the tee
boxes.
• Davis believes the winner of the tournament
will be the player who does the most research - and
who plays the course the most. Davis said it will
take more than just two practice rounds to get a
feel for the course.
• Chambers Bay hosted a USGA major in 2010
when it was the venue for the U.S. Men’s Amateur. The two top amateurs made the final. Expect
seasoned PGA Tour veterans to make up much of
the leaderboard as well. Shot making will be of
the upmost importance.
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The golfing world will be watching closely when the U.S. Open hits Chambers Bay June 18-21
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WinCo Foods Portland Open has a
winner with its Tickets Fore Charity

The second annual WinCo Foods Portland Open
presented by Kraft returns to Pumpkin Ridge’s
historic and exclusive Witch Hollow course August
27-30, 2015.  
Thanks to the Nabisco Tickets Fore Charity™
program, 100 percent of all ticket revenue will go
back to local non-profits. Over 160 Oregon and
Southwest Washington non-profits are signed up
to sell tickets to the WinCo Foods Portland Open
where the program will be a major part of many
of these wonderful organizations’ fundraising
campaigns. With the combination of tournament
proceeds and the Tickets Fore Charity program,
the 2014 WinCo Foods Portland Open delivered
$725,000 to local charities, the second-highest
charitable contribution in history for a first-year
Web.com Tour event.
All non-profits, youth organizations, and ath-

letic programs in Oregon and SW Washington are
invited to participate in the program. Interested organizations should contact Ren Gates at RGates@
Lagardere-Unlimited.com or 503-924-6220 for
more information.
Weekly tickets for the tournament are priced at
only $25 and will be good for admission Thursday
through Sunday of tournament week.  Individual
tournament tickets and group packages are currently on sale at WinCoGolf.com.  Parking will be free
all week and kids 17-and-under will be admitted
free (even without a ticketed adult).  Free Brunch
will be served to all ticket holders on the morning
of Final Round Sunday. Ticket buyers are required
to designate one of the participating non-profit
organizations to benefit from all ticket purchases,
and that organization will receive 100 percent of
the ticket revenue the following month.
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Pumpkin Ridge’s Witch Hollow course will be the site for the 2015 WinCo Foods Portland Open.
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Mariners take some swings for
charity at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge
and Cystic Fibrosis is the winner

Seattle Mariner reliever Charlie Furbush led
his golf team to the 10th tee at the Mariners Care
annual charity golf tournament which benefits
Cystic Fibrosis at the TPC Snoqualmie Ridge.
Furbush looked good over the ball and his swing
was solid. Trouble was, the ball went about 50
yards. Oh well, that’s just par for the course when
it comes to charity golf and golf is not your full
time job, but baseball is.
Furbush was one of three Mariners who are
the chairmen for the annual event - along with
outfielder Dustin Ackley and fellow reliever
Danny Farquhar. It has become an event that has
raised millions for charity and has been a truly
feel good event for the Seattle Mariners and the
community.
At this year’s event, it was a collection of
former and current Mariners along with some
front office folks like General Manager Jack
Zduriencik and the Mariner television and radio
broadcast team.
Everywhere you looked there was star power.
Edgar Martinez was there. Jay Buhner looked
casual on the course puffing on a cigar. Former
Mariner pitcher Erik Hanson is one of the top
amateur players in the Northwest. Current
Mariner player Mark Lowe, Brad Miller, Taijuan
Walker and Joe Beimel also teed it up during the
day for the charity event..
The event has raised over $5.5 million for
Cystic Fibrosis through the years, including
$200,000 this year alone.  The event has been
held for over 30 years and this year  at the TPC
Snoqualmie Ridge attracted a field of 36 groups
and 29 celebrities.
The charity event also featured a lunch after
the round plus an auction that also raised money
for Cystic Fibrosis.

Mariners Dustin Ackley (left), Charlie Furbush and Danny Farquhar surround M’s announcer Rick Rizzs.

Mariner GM Jack Zduriencik takes a swing.

Bellevue golfers win Best-Ball title again;
USGA announces plans for its Play9 Day

Tyler Matthews and Matthew Steele, both
of Bellevue, Wash., successfully defended their
title by winning the 59th Washington State Men’s
Best-Ball Championship; while Chris DeGrazia
of Lynnwood and Mike Hickok of Kirkland
posted rounds of 64-67 for a 15-under-par total
of 131 and a 1-stroke victory in the 22nd Senior
Men’s Best-Ball.
Both 36-hole championships were held concurrently at Inglewood Golf Club in Kenmore,
Wash. and were conducted by the Washington
State Golf Association.
Net champions in this year’s Men’s Best-Ball
are John Moscrip of Issaquah and Grant Hartvigson of Seattle, who posted net rounds of 68-62
for a 16-under-par 130.
This was the second Senior Men’s Best-Ball
title for DeGrazia and Hickok as a team, having

• Page 11 •

Former Seattle Mariner great Edgar Martinez sits in a golf cart waiting his turn to hit a tee shot.

previously won the championship in 2013.
Gary Gove of Kenmore and Larry Hartvigson
of Kirkland claimed the Senior net title.

USGA announces plans for Play9 Day

The United States Golf Association (USGA), in
partnership with American Express announced plans
for the second annual PLAY9™ Day, scheduled for
Wednesday, July 29.
The USGA will recognize and celebrate the many
virtues of the nine-hole round. Coming off a successful
first year, the initiative will broaden to include more
facilities and more golfers as it continues to gain momentum and popularity as a convenient way to enjoy
and experience the game we all love.
In support of the PLAY9 initiative, the USGA will
deploy a national awareness-building campaign to
encourage participation from golf clubs and golfers
alike.
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Gold Mountain not only has its
two courses, but also FootGolf
Not only is Gold Mountain Golf Complex
home to two of the top courses in the Northwest,
but the facility now offers FootGolf as well.
With its Olympic and Cascade courses, Gold
Mountain has always been a popular spot. And
now it is becoming a popular spot for FootGolf,
which is being played on the Cascade Course.
Gold Mountain Golf Club is an accredited
FootGolf Course of the American FootGolf
League (AFGL) that promotes the sport of
FootGolf under the rules and guidelines of the
Federation of International FootGolf.
FootGolf is a combination of the popular
sports of soccer and golf. To play FootGolf, athletes use soccer balls on a traditional golf course
with 21-inch diameter cups.
The sport is played in the traditional format

of up to four players per group. Gold Mountain
Golf Club’s FootGolf Course has 18 holes built
within the front nine of the Cascade Course and
is designed to be able play both traditional golf
and FootGolf simultaneously.
And the price is always right to play FootGolf.
Adults pay just $12 for 18 holes while juniors
cost $8. You can bring your own soccer ball or
rent one at the shop for $5.
The sport is played in the traditional format
of up to four players per group with FootGolfers either walking the course or using golf carts.
Holes are roughly half the distance of a regular
golf hole. While the soccer ball doesn’t travel
as far in the air as a golf ball, it will roll much
farther in the fairways.
For information call 360.415.5432.
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Not only does Gold Mountain in Bremerton offer two great golf courses, it also has FootGolf to try.
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Everyone wants to score lower. I know
I do. The quickest way to improve scoring is around the greens. This month lets
take a thumbnail look at a few aspects of
putting.
I always express at my clinics and
lessons that people focus 80% on line
and only 20% on speed. I feel it should
be the opposite. Speed, speed, speed.
People three putt because of poor speed
not poor line. When I putt best I have
proper speed control.
If I have great speed I have more trust.
I also have great speed when I have target
focus rather than mechanical focus. Ben
Crenshaw has stressed this concept to
me on many occasions. He told me he
has never putted well thinking about his
stroke. Hit putts of 30-50 feet focused
on speed. Use an intuitive look at the
line and a focused feel on speed, 80%
speed and only 20% on line.
A second key to putting growth is “hit
the ball solid.” Hit the ball on the sweet
spot of the putter. Practice this skill. Yes,
it is a skill. Yes, it can be practiced. A
helpful drill is to place a quarter on the
green. Stroke the quarter and make it
move. It’s tougher than it looks.
Thirdly, a solid set up is important
for consistent putting. When a player
has their forearms on the same plane
as the putter shaft many stroke flaws
will disappear. Bending forward with the
upper torso to where the shoulders are
close to parallel to the ground will create
a straighter back stroke. This occurs because the arms swing down the shoulder
line.

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: Focus on the speed of
your putts and a solid setup is a must

Personally, I have found success setting up a bit underneath or to the right at
address. This way I can see the line better.
Again putting with your eyes focused on
the target is very important.
My hands are over the ball at address
rather than behind. Ben Crenshaw and
Morris Hatalsky turned me on to this way
to putt years ago.		
To work on the mechanics of my putting stroke I often use a 2 x 4 turned up
on it’s side. I stroke the putter with the
toe rubbing on the board. I also do the
same with the heel of the putter rubbing
and following the board. You can also hit
putts doing this drill:
• Speed
• Solid hit
• Solid set up
• Use the 2 x 4
Jeff Coston is an 20-time Pacific Northwest
PGA Player of the Year and currently plays on
the Champions Tour. He can be reached for
appointment at 360.201.4590 or see www.
jeffcostom.com for more information.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• Page 13 •

• RULES OF THE GAME •

• Page 14 •

Mike
Peluso

Rules of the Game: DZ or Dropping Zone
used when the regular relief is not possible

I know you can always lift and mark your ball
on the putting green for any reason. But what
if my ball is in somebody’s way when we’re off
the green?
Not a problem. Rule 22 covers such situations. However, although it is one of the shortest Rules in The Rules of Golf, it can be one of
the most complicated. Look at the picture with
Frank’s ball and Greg’s ball. It is Frank’s turn to
play. Frank may ask Greg to lift his ball. Greg
may lift it and mark it, but he may not clean it.
But here’s the catch: If Greg lifts his ball just
assuming that it’s in Frank’s way, Greg gets a
one-stroke penalty for lifting his ball in play!
So you say that Rule 22 is a complicated Rule.
I see what you mean in the above scenario. Can
you explain that further?
Look at the picture of Joe and Bob. Now we
have a situation where Joe’s ball might interfere
with Bob’s shot, but it also might assist Bob’s
shot. There are many possible scenarios in this
picture. Joe can merely lift his ball and mark it,
because it’s on the green. Bob can ask Joe to
mark it because it’s in his way. But let’s say that
neither Joe nor Bob think the ball is in the way.
In stroke play, a third player in the group has the

Joe
Direction to hole

Joe’s Ball
Bob

Greg’s Ball

Frank’s Ball
Bob’s Ball

right to say, “Joe, you need to lift that ball or putt
out because it might assist Bob [in case he hits
his shot too hard and it might stop it or it might
deflect his shot into the hole].” In this case, Joe
must comply with the third player’s request.
What if Bob says, “Hey, Joe, would you mind
leaving your ball there in case I blade this shot?”
If it’s stroke play, we’ve got a big problem. If Joe
says, “Sure, Bob, no problem”, then both Joe
and Bob are disqualified.
Disqualified!!?? Why such a harsh penalty?
And why only in stroke play?
You have to remember the nature of stroke
play and match play. In stroke play, we have a
term called “protecting the field.” If Bob and Joe

agreed to take an action that would allow Bob
to not have to pay the price of a poor shot that
might save him a stroke or two, the entire field is
affected. But in match play, it’s only Joe against
Bob, and if Joe is dumb enough to leave his ball
there while Bob plays, then it only affects their
match. It has no bearing on other players in the
tournament. And the key term here is “agree.”
If, for example, Joe isn’t paying attention and
Bob plays his stroke while Joe’s ball is still near
the hole, there’s no problem with that.
Mike Peluso is a rules chairman with the
USGA, PNGA and other organizations. He can
be reached at mikepeluso@comcast.net.
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If you are heading
to the Open, here
are some fan tips
Here are some helpful golf etiquette tips
if you are heading to the U.S. Open:
1) This is the professional golfers "office"... Many of them have a daily and weekly
schedule (ie: work out, rest, practice, family
time, media responsibilities, sponsor responsibilities, serious times and social time)
2) Earlier in the week: you might see a
player laughing & interacting with the crowd,
galleries and family. Later on in the week:
Saturday and especially Sundays.... The feel
and mood is all business for many players....
Please respect these days for the players.
One large major golf tournament can make
a superstar!
3) Autographs: most players will only do
autographs "after the golf rounds".... DO
NOT ask for autographs during the round or
prior to play.... They will NOT sign any during
these times.... Please respect the golfers
prep time, warm up, and routine prior to the
golf round.
4) Golf etiquette during the round: please
notice the "quietness" of time a player hits
the golf ball... This is not a hockey game....
respect the golfers as they hit.
5) Best way to watch the tournament:
Find a spot/hole and camp out in that spot....
The great thing at Chambers Bay... You can
see multiple holes from one spot. Find your
spot and let the golfers come to you.
6) Enjoy the experience: This is a golf
event of a life time.... Soak up every minute
of the feel, emotions and energy of the golf
event. Over 5,000 guys apply and try to play
their way into those coveted 144 spots.
See you at Chambers Bay!
Becky Fossum is an LPGA teaching professional. She can be reached at 253.576.3130.
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Muckleshoot Casino celebrates
milestone with 20th anniversary

It all started in April of 1995 with a big tent
in the middle of a parking lot.
Twenty years later, through multiple expansions, Muckleshoot Casino in Auburn has lived
up to their name of being the ‘biggest and best
in the Northwest.’ Muckleshoot Casino now
boasts a seven-story parking garage, 3,100
video gaming machines, more than 100 tables
including the largest Poker room in the State,
eight dining options and an entertainment
venue that features many shows for free.
To celebrate its 20th anniversary, Muckleshoot Casino had over $1 million up for grabs
in cash and prizes throughout the month of
April including an anniversary celebration day
complete with cake-cutting, 13 stations of
free food set up throughout the casino, free

t-shirts, free commemorative cups and shot
glasses, free bonus points and free gaming fun
with the opportunity to win real gold.
Muckleshoot Casino is owned and operated by the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, a federally recognized Indian tribe who has called
the Central Puget Sound home for thousands
of years. The Tribe is a major contributor to
the local economy and community, providing
resources to other governments, schools, non
profits, and churches throughout the State of
Washington. The tribe also owns and operates
the Emerald Downs race track in Auburn, too.
For more information: www.muckleshootcasino.com or 800-804-4944. Muckleshoot
Casino is located at 2402 Auburn Way South,
Auburn, Wash. 98002.
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The Muckleshoot Casino turned 20 years old this year - and celebrated the milestone in a big way.
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