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Semiahmoo Resort: New
owners are doing it right
There was a time when Semiahmoo Resort in
Blaine shut the doors on its hotel and spa. But
Wright Hotels stepped in and has given the resort
a new look with plenty of changes, re-models and
upgrades. It is a resort that is back from the brink.
See Page 2 for more on Semiahmoo Resort.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF
Duck golfer wins, earns
‘15 Colonial exemption
University of Oregon sophomore golfer
Thomas Lim picked the right tournament to
play some of his best golf at the Nike Golf
Collegiate Invitational at Colonial Country
Club in Fort Worth, Tex.
By winning the individual crown at the
event, Lim earned a sponsor’s exemption
to the 2015 PGA Tour’s Crown Plaza
Invitational at Colonial next May. Lim’s
performance helped the Ducks win the
tournament, which was packed with some
of the top college teams in the country.
The University of Washington finished
fourth in the tournament and was led by
top player Cheng-Tsung who was second,
losing by one shot to Lim.

The golf world takes
notice: Gamble Sands
earns national honor
When Gamble Sands in Brewster,
Wash., opened for play earlier this
year, the golf world knew there was
something special brewing in Northcentral Washington. The course, designed by David McLay Kidd, opened
to rave reviews and now the course
has been honored as the Best New
Course for 2014 by Golf Digest. See
inside for more on the award and
Gamble Sands

Salish Cliffs: Award-winning golf in Shelton

Late husband’s 3-wood
nets golfer dramatic ace
Sue Hubbard of Kent, Wash. was playing in the Pacific Northwest Golf Association’s Senior Women Tournament at Fairwood Country Club knowing her husband
had passed away five weeks earlier. She
used his 3-wood for the tournament and
during the opening round, she knocked in
her tee shot with her late husband’s club
for a hole-in-one. Hubbard would go onto
win the Super Seniors Amateur Division
of the tournament. See inside for more on
the tournament and the dramatic ace.

81-year-old golfer has
three aces in three days
OK, there are stories about holes in
one and then there’s what 81-year-old
Dom Debonis of Pennsylvania did over a
three-day span this fall.
Debonis is a 14-handicapper who made
a trip to Myrtle Beach with some golfing
friends. They just expected to have a good
time, play some golf and enjoy the weather
in Myrtle Beach.
Debonis had made one ace in his six
decades of playing golf. But on the first
two days he aced two par-3 holes. And on
the third day, Debonis holed an 8-iron on
a 118-yard par-3 at Blackmoor Golf Club
for his third hole-in-one in three days.
The odds of one hole-in-one? How
about 12,000-1. The odds of three in a
row? Forget about it.

Rules Quiz
Part A: A player’s ball lies on the putting
green. He has yet to mark the ball. The
player by accident caused the ball to move.
He can easily replace the ball where it was.
He does not incur a one stroke penalty. True
or False? Part B: What if the ball had been
marked and he could easily replace the ball.
Does he incur a penalty now? True or False.
Please see Page 2 of Inside Golf Newspaper
for the answer.
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Since opening in 2011, Salish Cliffs has been an award winner and
named one of the top courses in the Pacific Northwest. And now, with
improved drainage, Salish Cliffs might become a new winter home for
Pacific Northwest golfers. See inside for more on Salish Cliffs.

NW professionals
and amateurs tie
at the Hudson Cup;
senior amateurs
claim their crown

The professionals and amateurs were fit to
be tied at the 66th Hudson Cup while the senior
amateurs knocked off the professionals to win
the 23rd annual Senior Hudson Cup at Tualatin
Country Club near Portland.
The event features the top amateurs and professionals from the Pacific Northwest playing in
a two-day Ryder Cup-style match.
The professionals and amateurs were tied from
start to finish. Both teams scored five points in the
two-player format while each team also scored five
points each in the singles format.
The senior amateurs led after the two-player
format and then extended their lead by winning 6
1/2 points in the singles matches to win 12 1/2 to
7 1/2 in the event.
The Charles Congdon Award for top amateur
player went to Sean Packer and the Larry Lamberger Award for top professional was presented
to Tim Feenstra.  In the Senior Matches, The Bill
Eggers Award for best amateur was presented to
Alex Stamey while Joe Carranza was bestowed the
Bob McKendrick Award for the top senior player.

2015 U.S. Open now
coming into focus
at Chambers Bay
The United States Open is about
eight months away and plans are taking shape at Chambers Bay. If you
have played the course you have seen
markers where bleachers will be built.
A total of 15,000 seats are expected
to be built around the course for the
40,000 fans who will take in the tournament each day. See inside for more
on the 2015 United States Open.
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I remember months ago making a run to
Semiahmoo Resort in Blaine, Wash. to play
a couple of rounds of golf at the Semiahmoo
Resort course and Loomis Trail course.
I decided to spend a couple of extra minutes
and taking the slow, winding drive down to
the resort hotel and see for myself what I had
read. The stories said the hotel was closing
and more than 200 employees were being
laid off and suddenly one of the best resort’s
in the Pacific Northwest was more of a ghost
town. There were no cars in the hotel parking
lot. No one in the pool. No tennis balls being
bounced back and forth.
I turned around and headed to the golf
course to tee it up hoping that the next time
I headed to Semiahmoo things would be different. After a recent visit, things are not only
different at Semiahmoo, but you might not even
recognize the place.
Sure, there are the two championship golf
courses but the resort hotel is back in business
thanks to a sale to Coastal Hotels and plenty
of changes have made Semiahmoo Resort
looking new.
When The Skagit closed the resort, it was
stunning news in the golf and hotel industry in
the Pacific Northwest. You just don’t shut the
doors on an award-winning resort, but that’s
exactly what happened.
In stepped Coastal Hotels, which bought the
resort and the two golf courses for $19.5 million and promised changes. When the doors reopened toward the end of 2013, Semiahmoo
Resort was getting back to its glory days.
The new ownership group has pulled out
all the stops to get Semiahmoo Resort back
on the Pacific Northwest getaway radar. From
a new restaurant to re-modeled rooms to redoing the athletic facilities, Semiahmoo Resort
is back. Even the exterior to the resort hotel
was given a new coat of paint. The entry way

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Back from the brink: New owners
give Semiahmoo Resort a new feel

features a grande porto conchere.
When I made the trip this time to Semiahmoo, the parking lot was full, the lobby was full
of visitors and the rooms looked and felt new.
In fact, everything about the resort felt new. A
new restaurant also has been opened called

Pierside. It sits right next to the re-modeled
Packers Oyster Bar. On this night, both were
full and there was a waiting list to get in.
Those are the kinds of things the new ownership group loves to see.
The 212-room resort might have taken a hit
when it closed, but it is back from the brink.
The new ownership group still has plans to
make sure that Semiahmoo Resort stays in
the spotlight. Additional improvements are
planned and the public is just now seeing the
things that have been done.
Welcome back Semiahmoo Resort. You
might have not been gone long, but you were
missed.
Steve Turcotte is the editor of Inside Golf Newspaper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.
net.

• Inside Golf - November Issue 2014 •

Bob Marlatt
Publisher
Steve Turcotte
Editor-Advertising
Kathy Marlatt
Operations Manager
Contributing Writers
Jeff Coston,
Mike Peluso,

Cartoonist: Harold Bluestein

Subscription rates:
$17-one year and $30-two
years (U.S. funds).
Unsolicited articles and photos are welcome, however we will accept no liability
for their loss or damage, and will only
return them if prior arrangements have
been made with the publisher.

Courier Address

460 Dennis Blvd
Port Townsend, WA 98368

Mailing Address

P.O. Box 1890
Port Townsend, WA 98368

Phone

(360) 379-4080

Semiahmoo Resort & Spa is a new place with new restaurant, new rooms and many other new things.

E-mail Address

InsideGolf@cablespeed.com

www.insidegolfonline.com

Inside Golf Newspaper
is a trademark of
Northwest Publications, Inc. and is published on the first of each month.

Rules Answer
Answer: Part A False. Part B True. A mark
that has been place behind the ball and the ball is
not lifted does not change the status of the ball.
It is still in play and if moved without permission
of a Rule the player is subject to penalty.

Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien
for his insight on the rules and the questions and
answers.
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Chambers Bay will have 15,000 bleacher seats for
2015 U.S. Open and up to 40,000 spectators a day

As you make your way around Chambers
Bay these days, you will see little white and yellow markers. Those are the beginning of where
bleacher seating will be for the U.S. Open when
it gets here on June 18.
Local media got a look at what the course
setup will be like and where bleachers will be set
up, including 5,500 seats right behind the 18th
green at Chambers Bay. Danny Sink, the 2015
U.S. Open championship coordinator, has been
on site for over two years.
Creative as in how to fit more than 40,000
people on the course each day. He said there
will be 15,000 bleacher seats on the course and
another 1,000 at the player practice areas for
spectators to watch the players warm up.
Sink showed off the versatility of Chambers
Bay including how No. 1 and No. 18 will alternate as par 4s and par 5s. Another example is the
par-3 15th hole that will play at 246 yards one
day and maybe 124 yards the next.
And much attention was given to Chambers
Bay’s fine fescue grass.
“We’ve never had a U.S. Open ... at a true
links course and never one on all fescue grass,”
Sink said. “If the fescue is right, there is not a
grass with a truer roll (on putts). It doesn’t look
as pretty as some of the other grasses, but it will
go right where you hit it.”
Chambers Bay has begun limiting play to help
have the course in top condition in June. The
course is not in championship condition right
now, Sink said, but he is very confident it will
be ready.

Huskies hire Michael Wilson
as new assistant men’s golf coach

Washington head coach Matt Thurmond
announced the hiring of new assistant coach
Michael Wilson ending an extensive nationwide

search. Wilson was a former standout player
at California that played professionally on the
Canadian Tour, before his recent time as a golf
pro in Carmel, Calif.
Wilson was a top player at Cal that won the
2003 Pac-12 Freshman of the Year award and
helped the Golden Bears win the NCAA title in
2004. He won three tournaments as an individual,
a Golden Bear record, while also twice being
named an Academic All-American.

Duck golfer earns exemption to
Crowne Plaza event with victory

After windy conditions knocked Thomas Lim
out of contention on the Palouse the sophomore
bounced back and carried Oregon to the Nike
Golf Collegiate Invitational team title at the par70 Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth.
With the field packed with powerhouse
programs like Texas, Oklahoma and Stanford,
Oregon was placed in the early-season spotlight
and, yet again, the Ducks responded.
Lim birdied on three of the final five holes to
push his team’s score to a field leading 11-over
par over three rounds and lift his individual score
to the top of the leaderboard at eight-under.
Washington finished fourth in the tournament
and team leader Che-Tseung Pan finished second,
one shot behind.
With the individual title secured, Lim received
a sponsor’s exemption to the 2015 PGA Tour
Crowne Plaza Invitational next May.

Washington womens golf team wins
Edean Ihlanfeldt Invitational at home

Washington got their season started with a
dominant win at their home tournament, The
Edean Ihlanfeldt Invitational. The Dawgs finished the fog shortened 36-hole tournament at
5-under 571 to win by 19 strokes.

Stanford finished as the tournament runner-up,
but was well back at 14-over 590. The Cardinals
came into the season with a No. 1 ranking, giving
the Dawgs a nice early season victory over a top
team. UC Davis finished third at 22-over.
Senior SooBin Kim picked up individual
medalist honors, finishing the week at 8-under
136 to win by nine strokes. Kim was the only
player under par for the week and the only player
to score in the 60’s, something she did both days.
Kim followed up her opening 69 with a 5-under
67 in the final round.

Grant, Hubbard wins titles at
PNGA Senior Women’s Amateur

Melanie Grant of Kelowna, B.C. won the 28th
Pacific Northwest Senior Women’s Amateur,
while Sue Hubbard of Kent, Wash. took the
title in the 3rd Pacific Northwest Super Senior
Women’s Amateur. Both championships were
held concurrently at Fairwood Golf & Country
Club in Renton, Wash.
Grant’s final round of 2-over par 73 was the
championship’s low round, and vaulted into first
place for a two-shot victory over second-place
finisher Gretchen Klein of Hoquiam, Wash. Grant
had shot an 82 in the first round.
Hubbard’s win was highlighted by a hole-inone on the par-3 12th hole in the opening round of
the championship. Her husband had passed away
just five weeks ago, and she used his 3-wood on
the par-3. The hole is uphill so nobody saw the
ball go in the hole, and after she hit her tee shot
she stopped to use the restroom before heading to
the green. When she got to the green, her playing
partners said they couldn’t find her ball, so she
started looking behind the green, but then they
told her to look in the hole for her ball.
PNGA Hall of Famer Ann Swanson of Bellevue, Wash. finished in second place, one shot

behind Hubbard in the PNGA Super Seniors.

Resort at the Mountain offers
new FootGolf on Thistle Nine

The Resort at The Mountain has brought in
FootGolf, one of the fastest growing recreational
activities in the United States. FootGolf is played
with a soccer ball on a golf course and is scored
by utilizing the rules of stroke or match play in
golf, as participants attempt to kick the ball from
tee to green and into a 21 inch cup.
  	 The FootGolf program will be available every
Wednesday and Sunday after 2 p.m. when the
next golf season rolls around at the Resort at the
Mountain. FootGolf will be available on Thistle
Nine, an 18 hole course that is 2,289 yards in
length with a par of 69. Fees for FootGolf are
$16 for adults and $12 for juniors for 18 holes.
For 9 holes it is $12 for adults and $8 for juniors.
Soccer balls are available to rent for $5.

The readers speak out
The Inside Golf reader’s speak out about last
month’s story on golf course closings:
“Maybe the reason for decline in game is the
urgency to speed it up, if I where new to the game
and was under pressure to play fast , I wouldn't
want to start , most people should except the
fact that 5 hours should be allotted to play 18 and
anything less is a blessing . A skier has learned
to wait in lift lines , a bowler has learned to wait
for the pins to be re set. Some golfers are to
impatient . Relax and enjoy the clean air pleasant
surroundings, I have never seen people in the
other sports wish they would close earlier so they
can rush home. Education for pace of golf and
when the best time on any course for beginner's
will do more to keep it on the short side of 5.
				
- Buzz Horner
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Nosler, Klapp capture crown
at Pacific Northwest Pro-Am

The team of PGA Professional Brian Nosler
of Portland, OR with amateur Spencer Klapp of
Tualatin CC (Tualatin, OR) won the PNW ProAmateur Championship by one stroke. In a tie for
second place was PGA Professional Rob Gibbons
of Arrowhead GC (Molalla, OR) with his amateur
Jay Poletiek of Riverside G&CC (Portland, OR) and
PGA Professional Darin Vaughan of Twin Lakes
Village GC (Rathdrum, ID) and his amateur Darren Slackman of The Creek of Qualchan (Spokane,
WA).
Nosler and Klapp came from two behind the
leaders. They scored an eagle on their last hole to
slide into the championship win. They posted six
other birdies along the way to their final round score
of 64, 8-under par for the day in the Four-Ball team
competition. They were 15-under for the two-day
event.
Sponsored by National Car Rental, the Official
Rental Car of The PGA of America, the event is one
of nearly 100 new and existing amateur tournaments
across the 41 PGA of America Sections nationwide
being linked together to form the Pro-Am Series.

NW teams at USGA team event

Texas captured a record-fourth USGA Men’s
State Team Championship posting a total score of
4-under-par 428 to edge Florida by three strokes at
the par-72, 6,891-yard Pete Dye Course at French
Lick Resort.
The Men’s State Team Championship consists
of 54 holes of stroke play, with the two lowest of
three individual scores counting as the team total
for the round. The team with the lowest aggregate
score following the final round is the champion.
The teams from Washington and Oregon finished
toward the back of the pack in the tournament. The
team from Oregon was made up of Justin Kadin
from Corvallis, Hans Reimers from Albany and
Jesse Heinly of Bend finished tied for 17th with
a 445 total. The team from Washington was made
up of Tom Brandes of Bellevue, Erik Hanson of
Kirkland and Mike Haack of Bellevue tied for 33rd
with a 455 total.

Royal Oaks team claims championship

The team from Royal Oaks Country Club ran
away from the field winning the 87th OGA Men’s
Team Championship held at Centennial Golf Club
in Medford, Ore. Heron Lakes Golf Club’s (Team
#1) Alfred Laurie won medalist honors, finishing
with a two-day total of 137, 7-under par.
Royal Oaks’ team (Gregg Guernsey, Jake
O’Neal, Tim O’Neal, Jonathan Romano) finished
at 3-over par for the two days (220-215 – 435). The
squad’s Sunday score of 215 (-1) was the low score
of the tournament for one day, as they came back
from a two-shot deficit after Saturday’s first round.
Romano finished as low-scorer for Royal Oaks at
72-69 – 141 (-3).

Paul Colleran passes away

Long-time Pacific Northwest golf superintendent
Paul Colleran passed away after a year-long battle
with cancer. The 54-year-old Colleran was a fixture
in the Pacific Northwest in terms of becoming one
of the leading fixtures in turfgrass in the Pacific
Northwest.
Colleran earned a Turfgrass degree at Oregon
State and took a job in 1989 at Tacoma Country
and Golf Club. In 1999 he became the first and only
superintendent at the Member’s Club at Aldarra.
Paul is survived by his wife Joan and sons Troy and
Bryce.

North Shore hosts Ball Buster

Looking for a tough round of golf during the
Thanksgiving holiday? North Shore Golf Course in
Tacoma just might have your answer. North Shore is
hosting a Black Friday 2-Man Ball Buster on Friday,
Nov. 28, the day after Thanksgiving.
Entry fee is $60 ($120 per team) and includes
golf, cart, lunch and prizes. The flyer says it all “be
forewarned, this tourney is not for wimps.” It will
be a shotgun start at 8:30 a.m. and there will be two
men’s division, a senior division and ladies division.
Call 253.927.1375 for information.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Ben Crane • Portland • No events
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • No events
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 60th on list with $70,174
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • No events
• Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • No events
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • No events
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 117th on the list with $15,302
• Andrew Putnam •Tacoma • 36th on the list with $153,924
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • No events
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • No events
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 109th on the list with $23,060
Web.com Tour
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • No events
`Champions Tour
• Jeff Coston • Blaine • 109th on the list with $42,381
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 8th on the list with $1,200,477
• Rick Fehr • Seattle • 92nd on the list with $79,192
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 65th on the list with $190,014
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 107th on the list with $47,041
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 69th on the list with $166,310
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 4th on the list with $1,429,418
LPGA Tour
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • 122nd on the list with $41,003
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • No events
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • No events
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Lindsay Aho • Brush Prairie • No events
• Amy Eneroth • Spokane • 115th on the list with $4,721
• Jessi Gebhardt • Bellingham • No events
• Sadena Parks • Spanaway • 4th on the list with $57,597
• Renee Skidmore • Everett • No events
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • 166th on the list with $1,364
• Christy Yun • Tacoma • No events

Did you know….
• The weather in the Pacific Northwest is always
interesting in the fall but not as much as it was on a day in
October at the Home Course in
DuPont. Players that day saw a
waterspout over the Puget Sound
near Anderson Island during their
round. It looked just like a small
tornado and was moving 25 miles
per hour.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• David Jacobsen was named as the Oregon Golf Association’s Member of
the Year for 2014 at
the organization’s recent annual meeting.
Jacobsen, brother
of PGA Tour player
Peter Jacobsen, is a member at Waverly Country Club
and has been instrumental in the growth of the Jacobsen
Youth Initiative, which has enhanced junior golf in the state
of Oregon.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Gamble Sands earns award as top
new golf course for the 2014 season

When golf course designer David McLay
Kidd first walked the hills and valleys that is now
Gamble Sands Golf Course in Brewster, Wash.
he knew he was on special land.
Kidd was a guy who had designed Bandon
Dunes Golf Course and others like Tetherow
Golf Club in Bend and the Castle Course at St.
Andrews, but there was something about this land
high above the Columbia River in Northcentral
Washington that he really thought was special.
And now, Kidd has been rewarded for his
work. Gamble Sands has been named as the Best
New Course for 2014 by Golf Digest Magazine.
Gamble Sands opened in August and was a hit
right away with Pacific Northwest golfers - and
for good reason.

With its wide fairways and spectacular scenery Gamble Sands quickly earned a reputation as
a course that is user-friendly and plenty of fun
for all levels of players.
“I wanted to put the idea of fun back into the
game,” said Kidd.
And he did just that with Gamble Sands.
Hired by owner Wade Gebbers to put together a
first-class golf course, Kidd did just that. With
the wide fairways, golfers can enjoy their rounds
without worrying about hitting shots that will roll
into the desert. The course measures 7,100 yards
from the tips, not long by today’s standards, but
long enough for the low handicappers to work.
“This is a place for golfers to have fun,” said
Kidd. “That’s what we wanted.”

Gamble Sands designer David McLay Kidd
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Owner Wade Gebbers started the project

Gamble Sands Golf Course in Brewster, Wash. was named as Golf Digest’s Best New Course for 2014; the course offers terrific views of the nearby Columbia River, foothills and valleys.

Washington men, women’s golf teams
finish near top of the fall leaderboards

A late flurry propelled No. 20 Washington
to its best round of the U.S. Collegiate Championship, a 6-under 282, to climb into a tie for
seventh. The Huskies finished at 2-under 862 for
the championship, squarely in the middle of the
pack in a tournament that boasts one of the best
fields of the year.
No. 9 Texas hung on for a one-stroke victory over No. 25 Virginia after both teams shot
11-under for the day. The Longhorns finished at
21-under for the tournament with the Cavaliers
at 20-under. Third place went all the way back to
7-under and No. 11 LSU as the field was tightly
bunched after the first two teams.
Individually, Derek Bard of Virginia took the
team title with a 8-under 64 to finish at 15-under
201 for the week. His Virginia teammate Denny

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

McCarthy of Virginia finished second at 9-under,
while Husky senior Cheng-Tsung Pan was tied
for third at 7-under. Pan matched his opening 67
with a final round of 5-under 67.

Washington women finish fourth

No. 1 Washington closed well to finish fourth
at the Stanford Intercollegiate hosted by Condoleezza Rice. The Dawgs shot a final round of
1-over 285 to finish at 1-under 851. Pac-12 rivals
No. 6 USC, No. 4 Stanford and No. 10 UCLA
each finishing within a single stroke of each other.
The Trojans and host Cardinals tied for the title at
15-under, while the Bruins finished at 14-under.
Bronte Law of UCLA took the individual title
at 8-under, while the Dawgs had three players
in the top-20.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Salish Cliffs: Award-winning
course should also be a solid
choice to tee it up in the winter
It’s not enough that Salish Cliffs has won plenty
of awards since opening, but now the course can
show just how good it can be as winter arrives.
Superintendent Bob Pearsall and his staff installed over two miles of additional drainage last
winter and they are hoping the results really kick
in this winter when Mother Nature decides to play
its usual tricks on the Northwest golf scene. The
additional drainage should provide drier conditions
throughout the course and increased spring and fall
topdressings should help even more.
“We are really looking forward to the drier
conditions and that should mean better playing
surfaces during the fall, winter and spring,” said
head golf professional David Kass.
The course also has a dozen enclosed golf carts
to make winter golf rounds warmer and even drier
for golfers. “We want to become a place that people
play in the winter,” said Kass.
Salish Cliffs, located in Shelton, Wash. near
Olympia, has been an award winner since opening
for play in 2011. Designer Gene Bates has created
a terrific layout for the Squaxin Island Tribe, which
owns and operates the golf course along with its
Little Creek Casino.
Salish Cliffs has again been honored by a
national publication, earning the No. 3 spot on
GolfWeek’s 2014 “America’s Best Courses You
Can Play” in Washington.
GolfWeek annually sends hundreds of “America’s Best” raters to review courses based on strength
of routing, natural setting, conditioning, feature
shaping, greens, variety and memorability of holes,
maintenance and landscape management. The new
ranking is the latest of numerous accolades Salish
Cliffs has secured since opening in 2011. Salish
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Salish Cliffs Golf Club
Here are some facts and figures about
Salish Cliff Golf Club.
• What: Salish Cliffs Golf Club, owned and
operated by the Squaxin Island Tribe.		
• Course: Salish Cliffs plays to 7,269
yards and features plenty of water and sand
along the way. Course sits on 320 acres and
many times you will not even see any other
holes when you are playing. Course features
600 feet of elevation changes along the way.
• Designer: Gene Bates.
• Head Professional: David Kass.
• Notes: Salish Cliffs has put in over two
miles of additional drainage and the club has a
dozen enclosed carts for winter golf rounds.
• Casino: Little Creek Casino sits nearby
with its restaurants, casino, hotel rooms and
event center.
• Information: 360.462.3673.

Cliffs was also recently ranked No. 9 on GolfWeek’s
“Best Casino Courses” list and last year it earned
top-10 status on Golf Digest’s biennial “America’s
Greatest Courses” by state list.
Other amenities at the resort include a newly
remodeled casino floor that boasts 5,500 square
feet of non-smoking space with the latest slots and
table games, the luxury Seven Inlets Spa, a stateof-the-art RV Park and the popular Skookum Spirit
Cigar and Wine Lounge.
There’s plenty to like at Salish Cliffs and the
Little Creek Casino, and now there is even more
to like with improved winter golf. “We are looking
forward to this being a great winter for our golfers
and us,” said Kass.

GolfWeek ranks Salish Cliffs as the third-best course to tee it up at in the state of Washington.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Premier Golf has plenty of
changes at its NW facilities
underway and set to open

Premier Golf can never be accused of sitting
on its hands. Currently managing 11 golf courses
throughout the Puget Sound area, the golf course
management company has changes brewing at
Jackson Park Golf Course, Jefferson Park Golf
Course, Bellevue Golf Course and Lynnwood
Golf Course.
Premier Golf also operates Interbay Golf
Center with its driving range, nine-hole course
and 18-hole miniature golf course, West Seattle
Golf Course, Lake Spanaway Golf Course, Fort
Steilacoom Golf Course and Lake Wilderness
Golf Course. In Everett, Premier also manages
Legion Memorial and Walter Hall Golf Courses.
• The project that will be completed the earliest is the new driving range at Jackson Park Golf
Course, just north of downtown Seattle.
The new two-tiered, 50-stall, covered and
lit, all-weather driving range at Jackson Park
Golf Course will celebrate its grand opening in
November.  The driving range was built on the
site of the original hole number 10. In late 2012
and early 2013, the course made some changes
to their existing layout in order to fit this new
driving range on its property.
• At Jefferson Park Golf Course in downtown
Seattle, clubhouse construction has been underway for 11 months and progress is solid.
The new building will feature a 50-stall
double decker heated, all-weather driving range
with Seattle skyline views. Along with a new pro
shop, learning center and club repair facility, the
clubhouse will also host the new Beacon Grill
Restaurant & Bar providing both indoor and
outdoor banquet facilities.
The new facility is scheduled to open in early
March of 2015, the new facility will not only

serve as a new golf course clubhouse, but as a
fabulous community gathering place.
• At Bellevue Golf Course, construction for
the new driving range is underway.
The new range will be built roughly 30 yards
behind the existing range, allowing the existing
range to remain for the majority of the construction. The new Range will feature a two-story
structure with 48 hitting stations, doubling the
current capacity.  There will be 38 covered stations with heating and lighting and 10 open air
stations with lighting.
Head Professional, Troy Rodvold is excited
that this new range will remedy several shortfalls
of the existing range. “We will no longer have
30-45 minute waits during peak times for golfers
to hit range balls.”
“In addition, the lighting and heating will
greatly enhance the experience of golfers in the
winter, when it is typically cold and dark by the
time most people get off of work”.
In addition, Bellevue instructors will be able
to increase the offering of Junior Programs,
Beginner Clinics, “Ladies Nights” and other
programs that were not possible in the past, due
to the limited amount of hitting stations.
The new range is expected to open in March
2015 at Bellevue Golf Course.
• At Lynnwood Golf Course, the course is
currently working on a new forward tee box on
hole number 2. The new tee, set from 115 – 135
yards, will offer another option for golfers on
hole number 2. Shortened from 157-189 yards,
Lynnwood Golf Course is hoping it can be used
on busy days to reduce the backup on the hole
and ultimately speed up play. The changes could
be open by April 2015.
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An artist’s rendering shows what the main entrance to the new Jefferson Park clubhouse will look like.

The new driving range facility at Bellevue Golf Course will open up for practice in March, 2015.
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I have been fortunate this year and have
had a Champions Tour card through the qualifying tournament held each year.
The top five finishers receive full exempt
status. The guys who finish 6-13 have a
conditional status. A conditional status gets
you in as an alternate and you can qualify on
Mondays for the tournament. I finished 9th.
This year I played the Senior PGA, Senior
U.S. Open and four regular events including
the Boeing Classic.
I would like to share a few things I relearned through my opportunities this year
on the Champions Tour.
One: Master an effective and consistent
routine behind the shot and over the shot.
Make a conscious decisive decision on the
club, shot shape and where you are hitting
each shot. (This is behind the shot) Commit
to that decision totally trusting yourself and
that decision.
Two: Your routine over the ball should be
the same tension free waggle and movement
each time. Always direct your main focus on
the target. Most amateurs waggle looking at
the ball if they waggle at all! Waggle and move
your feet while looking at your target. Look
at the target at most twice. The routine over
the ball needs to help make golf reactive.
The thinking mainly takes place in the decision making behind the ball. Watch the "tour
players" on television. The decision is made
outside the "hitting zone." Once they stand
over the ball most players take very little time.
Golfers would be more successful and "ENJOY' golf more if they developed, practiced
and mastered a consistent routine.
• Commit to a decision before you are over
the ball.

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: A look back at some
Champions Tour experiences in 2014

• Look at the target and move your feet as
you waggle the club head.
• Never stand over, freeze or come to a
"statue" stop over a golf shot.
• Watch "tour players" routine and waggle
and copy their routine.
Three: Putting. I have preached proper
speed and practice 30-40 foot putts the 20
years I've been at Semiahmoo. That will
never change. As I've looked back on my
successes in tournament golf I have applied
the same "less is more" in successful putting.
"Trying less" and "thinking less" has to this day
blown my mind. Again, react, let the ball just
roll (proper speed) and allow the hole to get
in the way. Never freeze or stand still even
over a putt or a pitch for that matter.
Think of a hockey player. They are on
skates; moving fast; opponents trying to
knock them down; the puck moving and
someone guarding the goal! These folks are
supposed to score! No time to over analyze.
As a golfer gets closer to the hole they tend to
think more and be more careful. Be a hockey
player! React, routine, less time and let it go!
Can you recall or witness when you miss a
short putt, pull the ball back and always make

Jeff Coston talks with an amateur player in a
practice bunker prior to teeing it up at the Champions Tour event in Quebec earlier this summer.
it the second time? Why? Less try, less care,
less time, less think. Less clutter!
Jeff Coston is a 20-time Pacific Northwest
PGA Player of the Year and a member of the Hall
of Fame. He can be reached for appointment by
calling Semiahmoo Resort at 360-201-4590. Or
see www.jeffcoston.com.
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• RULES OF THE GAME •

Mike
Peluso

Rules of the Game: When is it OK to lift
and clean your golf ball during a round?

There seems to be a lot of Rules restricting
when you can and when you can’t lift your ball
and clean it. Are there any restrictions as to
when you can lift your ball and clean it on the
green?
Believe it or not, there are! We all know
that you can mark and lift your ball on the
green and clean it. For many players, it’s nearly
automatic. You walk up to your ball, mark it,
lift it, clean it, and replace it. However, let’s
say your ball is a couple feet from the hole
and another player is 30 feet away. After that
person putts it looks like their ball might strike
yours. So while the ball is still in motion, you
run over and lift and mark your ball. You get a
two-stroke penalty for that! Make sure all balls
are marked before anybody putts.
Speaking of the putting green, can I do
anything to check the speed of the green or
the way the grain is growing?
No, you can’t. The Rules are pretty strict
about that. Not only can you not check the
speed or grain of a green while you are waiting to putt, you can’t even do that prior to
the round on the same day of a stroke-play
competition!

What are some ways that a player can
violate this Rule?
Before a player putts, if he rolls a ball
across the green to measure its speed, he’s
in violation of this Rule. If he rubs his hand or
his putter on the green to check which way the
grain is growing, he’s in violation of this Rule.
Sometimes a player will roll his ball back
to his ball marker when it’s his turn to putt. Is
this a violation of this Rule?
It can be. A player should stop such action
when he’s called on it. If he continues the
practice, it must be assumed that he’s trying
to gauge the speed of the green and should
be penalized.
Is there any time when these actions are
OK?

Yes. A player can rub the surface or roll a
ball on the surface of the green he just finished
playing, without penalty. However, the Committee may make a Local Rule prohibiting that
action also.
What’s the penalty for all this?
The penalties are very interesting. If you
perform such actions on the green you are
playing, the penalty is two strokes (or loss of
hole in match play) – Rule 16-1d. But, if prior
to a stroke play competition on the same day
as the competition, if you go out on the course
and do the same actions, you are disqualified!
(See Rule 7-1b).
Mike Peluso is a rules official with the USGA,
PNGA and other organizations, He can be reached
at mikepeluso@comcats.net.
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Women’s golf: Hey
ladies there is no
reason at all to be
embarrassed in golf

By Becky Fossum, LPGA
Over the past 20 years, I wish I could
just give every beginning women a “don’t
be embarrassed” pill. Women are thinking
of the following as the start to golf for the
first time:
• Am I wearing the right clothes?
• Can everyone just “look over there”...
When I hit?
• Are they “judging” my golf skills?
• I don’t want to hit or kill the grass.
• Why are there some many “rules?”
• Why doesn’t golf come easy to me?
• Where do I stand? How do I drive a golf
cart? Where do I go?
Now you know why so many “women”
are feeling embarrassed when they first start
golf. Many of these “embarrassment” items
are just “golf etiquette and a little golf skill”
and you are set.
When I work with a new women golfer,
I give them a full tour of the golf bag, how
golf is played, tour of the pro shop, golf cart
driving lessons, clothing tips & then start on
the golf skills / golf lesson. I can watch the
faces of many women get “ released all the
embarrassment issues”.
All right beginning golf women, I will help
you feel less embarrassed.
All these questions are not silly or stupid... Every beginning golf women feel these
embarrassments. You are going to be just
fine, breathe and let’s go have some golf fun
on the course.
Becky Fossum is an LPGA teaching professional.
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New product Reviews:

Voice
Caddie T1
We’ve reviewed several different models
and brands of golf GPS units and were impressed with the Voice Caddie T1 right out
of the box. It is a fashionable timepiece.
Too many times the learning curve is

Voice Caddie T1
steep for high tech gadgets but the Voice
caddie is intuitive and the easiest we’ve ever
tested: simple with a whole lot of functions,
many that are ahead of the curve.
Navigation is quite simple with five buttons to choose from, the dial of the T1 lists
(in English) the function of each button so
there is no guessing which one to push.
Menu selections are: Play Golf, Tempo,
History, Walk/Run, Cycle, Stopwatch, Set
Time and Set Alarm.
In GPS mode the T1 displays the distance
to the hole, front, back and center, the hole
number and the par.
Automatic course recognition: There
is no need to enter a course name as the T1
comes preloaded with 30,000 courses and
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automatically finds your course. It also finds
your position on the hole should you forget
to turn it on at the first tee or if you are in a
shotgun start and begin at a hole other than
the first tee.
Yardage: As you would expect, the T1
gives the distance to the hole: front, center
and back, all easy to see just a glance at your
wrist.
Distance measurement: With the T1 you
can check the distance of your shot by just
pushing the ‘shot’ button to begin and the
unit will tick off the yardage as you move
to your ball. How easy is that!
Scorecard: The Voice Caddie T1 stores
the date, course name, and score for every
round you play so that you can keep an eye
on your history and improvement.
Swing Tempo: One of the most difficult
parts of golf for amateurs and professionals
is maintaining a constant swing tempo. It’s
been said that a perfect tempo is a 3:1 back
swing to forward swing ratio. The T1 has the
ability to measure your swing tempo. Easy
to access from the menu. Nice feature that
we haven’t seen in other GPS units.
Fitness: The Voice Caddie T1 uses GPS
to track your speed, distance and calories
burned for walking, running or cycling.
Great for checking to see how far you walked
during a round. Also good to see if you
burned off that hotdog at the turn.
Timepiece: Displays the time, am/pm,
the day, month and year, it’s an everyday
timepiece that includes an alarm function.
Battery life: When used in the watch
mode battery life can last about a month
between charges. When in GPS mode the
battery will last about 11 hours. A charging
device is included.
The Voice Caddie T1 sells for $169.00.
Check out their website at: voicecaddie.
com.
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Gary Player box set: A Game for Life
If there is anyone we should be taking
lessons from it should be legendary Gary
Player – The Black Knight. At 78, and with
over 60 years of competitive golf experience, Player is a library of insights covering
all aspects of practice, bunker play, short
game, putting, diet and fitness, that are truly
unique.
The 3-disk box set is called A Game for
Life and is loaded with quality instruction
that shy away from the overly technical approaches and focuses on improving the average golfer. He provides his insight about the
short game, how to gain feel when warming
up or practicing, the many club options and
techniques in sand and hundreds of other
invaluable tips.
Players’s rapid-fire easy-going delivery
makes this 3-disk collection a must own.
It will give you four hours of top-quality
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instruction and information that is sure to
help your game.
A Game for Life lists for $59.95 (the price
of good book today) and can be ordered at:
agameforlife.com

