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Central Oregon Shootout
gets set for April event
The Central Oregon Shootout has quickly become
one of the top amateur tournaments in the Pacific
Northwest. The three-day event takes place at Aspen
Lakes (right), Black Butte and Eagle Crest Resort.
The event features two-player teams with various
formats. See inside for more on the tournament.
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Golf is family business for the Lipomas

		

Seattle University men
will host top golf teams
Seattle University men’s golf coach
Marc Chandonnet might be just in his second year but he has put together a terrific
field for his team’s Redhawk Invitational at
Chambers Bay April 7-8.
The Redhawks have invited 17 other
teams including national powers Washington, UCLA, Arizona State, Arizona and
Pepperdine to the two-day tournament.
Teams from the East Coast like St. John’s,
North Carolina State and Seton Hall will
also be part of the field.
The tournament will kickoff the night
before with Pacific Northwest PGA Tour
player Andres Gonzales giving the keynote speech.
The Seattle University women’s golf
team is also hosting a big-time tournament  NCAA Division 1 tournament next
October during the fall season.
For more information on the tournaments please see the Seattle University
website at www.goseattleu.com

Pro tournaments on
the way to the NW
The Pacific Northwest is home to some of
the top professional golf events on the different
tours. And the 2014 season will be no different
in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. The LPGA,
Champions Tour and Web.com Tour will all
make stops in the Pacific Northwest this year
with a variety of tournaments.
There is no PGA Tour event, but remember
in 2015 Chambers Bay will be the host site for
the United States Open. The first time the U.S.
Open will be played in the Northwest.
• On the LPGA Tour, the Portland Classic
is set for Aug. 28-31 at Columbia Edgewater
Country Club in Portland. The event moved
from Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club a year ago, back
to its original home at Columbia Edgewater.
• On the Champions Tour, the Boeing
Classic is set for its 10th year at the TPC
Snoqualmie Ridge on Aug,. 22-24. Hometown
favorite Fred Couples will be back again as will
the top players on the Champions Tour.
• On the Web.com Tour, the tour makes a
pair of stops in the Pacific Northwest this year
including a tournament in the Portland area. The
annual Albertson’s Boise Open will be held July
17-20 at Hillcrest Country Club in Boise while a
new event, the WinCo Food Portland Open will
take place Aug. 21-24 at Pumpkin Ridge Golf
Club near Portland.

Rules Quiz
As you approach your golf ball you
discover that it is just inside the boundaries
of a lateral water hazard.  The Ball is also
sitting inside a borrowing animal cast (mole
hill).  After some discussion you decide to
take relief from the burrowing animal mound
and inform the Committee when you turn in
your card.  How should the Committee Rule?
See answer on Page 2 of this section.
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Golf has been in the Lipoma family for years. Many of the family members work
at their family-owned Lipoma Firs Golf Course in Puyallup. Here, the family gathers
together on the fourth fairway with (front row from left to right): Towson, Terryn and
Anthony; (second row from left to right): Adrianna, Samantha and Sam; (back row
left to right): Cheryl Ryan, Pali, Nick, Frank Desimone, Tony and Vonda. For more
on the Lipoma family, see the story inside this section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

USGA chooses
Waverley to play
host to the 2017
Senior Women

The United States Golf Association has announced Waverley Country Club, in Portland,
Ore., as the host site for the 2017 U.S. Senior
Women’s Amateur Championship. The dates
for the championship, which will be the seventh
USGA championship held at Waverley, are Sept.
9-14, 2017.
In 1896, Waverley Country Club became the
second private golf club established west of the
Mississippi River. H. Chandler Egan designed
the present course on the east bank of the Willamette River between 1912 and 1924, and the
two-time U.S. Amateur champion continued to
make improvements to the classic layout until
his death in 1936. Gil Hanse completed a course
restoration in 2012.
Waverley counts one U.S. Amateur and three
U.S. Women’s Amateurs among its six USGA
championships. In 1970, Lanny Wadkins defeated Tom Kite by one stroke (279-280) in the
sixth of the eight U.S. Amateur Championships
that were conducted entirely at stroke play. Jacqueline Pung defeated Shirley McFedters, 2 and
1, in the first U.S. Women’s Amateur at Waverley,
in 1952. Juli Inkster captured the 1981 U.S.
Women’s Amateur, her second of three consecutive titles, with a 1-up victory over Lindy Goggin,
and Marcy Newton defeated Laura Myerscough,
8 and 7, in the 2000 Women’s Amateur.
In 1993, Tiger Woods defeated Ryan Armour
in 19 holes to capture his third consecutive U.S.
Junior Amateur. In 1964, William D. Higgins
defeated Edward Murphy, a Waverley member,
2 and 1, in the U.S. Senior Amateur final.
The U.S. Senior Women’s Amateur will be
the 35th USGA championship held in Oregon. In
2015, Bandon Dunes Golf Resort in Bandon will
host the inaugural U.S. Women’s Amateur FourBall Championship. The 2015 U.S. Women’s
Amateur will be held at Portland Golf Club.

Plenty of Northwest flavor
in Golf Channel’s Big Break

The most recent airing of Golf Channel’s series The Big Break
features plenty of Pacific Northwest flavor. In Big Break Florida, there
are four ladies from the Pacific Northwest who are trying to win the
competition. Golf Channel’s Big Break Florida is an all-female cast and
began airing in late February.
There are 12 players in the field and four from the Pacific Northwest
including Lindsay Aho, who is from Brush Prairie, Wash. and won
her first professional event capturing last summer’s Pepsi Northwest
Women’s Open at Twin Lakes in Federal Way. Here are the others:
• Courtney Coleman of Rochester, Wash. She is playing the mini
tours in 2014 before hoping to land on the LPGA Tour.
• Sadena Parks of Spanaway, Wash. Parks went to Bethel High School
before heading to the University of Washington to play her college golf.
She is in her second season on the Symetra Tour.
• Renee Skidmore of Everett, Wash. Skidmore is considered one
of the veterans on the show at age 27. She turned pro in 2009 and has
competed on the Suncoast, Cactus and Symetra Tours.
Check your local listings to catch episodes of Big Break Florida.

Lindsay Aho of Brush Prairie, Wash. is one of the Big Break contestants.
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Stop me if you have heard this before, but
sometimes during a round aren’t you just ready
to call it a day and head to the bar for a couple
of beers and a shot of Fireball. You know those
days, out of bounds left, water hazards right,
three-putting every other hole. You know the
drill. You just want to head in early.
But after looking at what was new at the
recent PGA Merchandise Show in Orlando, I
no longer want to head in early when a round
is going sideways.
Give be a GolfBoard and I will stay out and
hack it up all day long.
If you haven’t heard about the GolfBoards,
you just might soon. A Sisters, Ore. company
is making them and they look like the coolest
thing golf has seen in a while. They are a combinations skateboard, surfboard, snowboard
and it will get you around the golf course.
The first units are expected to be shipped
in April but that did not stop GolfBoard from
being named Best New Product at the PGA
Merchandise Show.
The brochures from the company say GolfBoards will speed up the game and have no
negative impacts on the turf. OK, that might be
great but they sure look like fun. Who cares if
you go OB, you just jump onto the GolfBoard
and go hit another shot. Three-putting? Big
deal, just grab your golf ball out of the hole
after three putts, jump on the GolfBoard and
surf to the next tee box.
And for those golf course owners that
think the GolfBoard will damage the turf, think
again.  The tires on the GolfBoard are smaller
than the typical golf cart and would do next to
nothing to the turf. And at the same time, the
GolfBoards will help speed up rounds, meaning
more rounds and more money.
And, more fun for the golfers.
I have never ridden one, only seen one
in pictures and videos and these things look

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Looking for a new way to get around
the course this year? Try a GolfBoard

great. There might not be a better way to get
around the golf course, unless you are in a golf
cart stocked with the right amount of alcohol.
The units measure 50 inches by 20 inches by
10 inches and takes up very little space in your
trunk. If you want to own one or are a course
wanting to rent them out, go to www.golfboard.

com. Ok they are just under $4,000, but they
are supposed to last for years and are fun.
You can ride these things in a variety of
ways, including throwing your clubs over your
shoulder and steering around the courses or
putting them on the front of the cart, held up
by a stand. The GolfBoards can handle just
about any kind of terrain thrown its way from
steep grassy slopes to paved trails.
And the cool thing is that a Pacific Northwest company developed the GolfBoards and
seems to have a big hit on its hands.
Now, hopefully that’s some good news from
me on GolfBoards to help get the ball rolling.
Maybe they will throw one my way for a little
test drive. Wink wink.

Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@
comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
Answer:  Under Rule 25 you are not permitted
relief, from what is normally an abnormal ground
condition, in a hazard.  That would include in a
bunker.  You could play the ball as it lies or take
relief under Rule 26 for a ball in a lateral water
hazard.

Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien
for his insight on the rules and the questions and
answers.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Hole-in-one insurance fraud earns jail time;
Boeing Classic looking for 2014 volunteers
The man who sold hole-in-one insurance and
then failed to pay was sentenced to three months
in jail. Kevin Kolenda, 56, pleaded guilty last October to two counts of selling insurance without
a license and one count of first-degree theft.
He was arrested in Connecticut and extradited
to Washington in 2013 to face charges.
Kolenda’s company, Golf Marketing, sold
hole-in-one insurance to tournaments at Gold
Mountain, Royal Oaks and Snohomish. All three
events had hole-in-one winners but Kolenda
refused to pay the prize money, which was as
much as $50,000 for the event in 2004 at Royal
Oaks Country Club in Vancouver.
That same year, the Washington Insurance
Commissioner’s Office filed a cease-and-desist
order with Kolenda’s company and fined him
$125,000. But Kolenda still ran his business,
selling hole-in-one insurance.
He has been accused of selling bogus insurance in other states as well.
Kolenda was originally charged with five
felony counts of selling insurance without a
license in Washington.

events of the year. As an ambassador of the Boeing Classic, tournament volunteers are critical
to our success, helping to support 81 legendary
Pros, more than 80,000 spectators, new and returning sponsors and the tournament operations
effort with unparalleled dedication and positive
attitude.
In just nine years, the Boeing Classic has become a week that the TOUR players look forward
to each year while also raising nearly $5 million
for local charities, including the Benaroya Research Institute at Virginia Mason, The First Tee
and more. It would be impossible to sustain and
improve upon such high expectations without the
hard work and ‘can do’ attitude exhibited by our
volunteer base.
The 2014 Boeing Classic will take place August 18-24 at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge. All new
tournament volunteers will receive a package
valued at $300, which includes two golf shirts, a
jacket, headwear, tournament admission passes,
meal vouchers and more. Specific details of the
volunteer package and committee descriptions
are listed on BoeingClassic.com.

Boeing Classic looks for volunteers

Hickory event at Meadow Park

The Boeing Classic is excited to announce that
the event has officially opened 2014 Volunteer
Registration. As a tournament volunteer you will
be a part of one of the most unique experiences
in sports. You’ll play an integral role in staging
the region’s premier golf event, experience the
camaraderie of working alongside a terrific team,
and showcase the passion and generosity of this
community.
We are especially excited to ring in 2014 as
we look forward to celebrating the tournament’s
10th Year. What started in 2005 as the newest
sporting event in Seattle and on the Champions
Tour has grown in to one of the most anticipated

Meadow Park Golf Course in Tacoma will be
the site for the second annual Vintage Hickory
Invitational golf tournament set for Saturday May
31, 2014 with a 8:30 a.m. shotgun.
This is an event which celebrates old school
golf with the players wearing old-time outfits and
swinging hickory shafted golf clubs. There will
be two divisions, a hickory division and a Bobby
Jones Division for Pre-1975 irons/persimmon
woods. All participants must dress in the late
1800’s to early 1900’s attire.
Cost for the tournament is $60 walking or $75
if you would like a cart.
For more information contact Durel Billy

at 253.830.4496 or email at durelbilly@yahoo.
com.
The event is a fundraiser for youth golf programs at Meadow Park Golf Course.

Northwest loses Don Kirkpatrick

The Pacific Northwest lost a golf treasure with
the passing of Don Kirkpatrick.
Don was born Feb. 6, 1928, in Elma, Wash.,
and passed away Jan. 24, 2014, at age 85. He
was a graduate of Elma High School and Central
Washington College of Education (now Central
Washington University).
Don was a 50-year member of the Professional Golfers’ Association and worked at
Whidbey Golf Club in Oak Harbor, Puetz Golf
Range in Seattle and Earlington Golf Course in
Renton. His tournament victories included the
1970 Washington State PGA Match Play Championship and the 1980 Pacific Northwest Senior
PGA Championship.

First Green of Oregon scores a grant

First Green of Oregon has announced it has
been awarded a $155,750 STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) grant by
the United States Golf Association (USGA) for
2014. The grant is funded by the USGA’s partnership with Chevron and designed to encourage
students in science, technology, engineering and
math disciplines
A 2013 USGA/Chevron grant for $100,000
funded expansion of First Green to Oregon and
the launch of First Green in Northern California.
The 2014 grant will enable First Green to
attract a greater number of students through
additional golf courses in Oregon and Northern
California and a launch in Southern California.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Sunriver, Pac Am team
up to offer lodging and
entry fee deal for 2014

Stay with Sunriver Resort in Central
Oregon and save big on your lodging and
Pacific Amateur entry fee.
The tournament and host facility Sunriver
has never been able to offer such a package,
and is excited about being able to come up
with a deal for players. The deal is only
available until March 31 so there is not much
time left to book the deal.
As the Official Host Site for the 2014
Lithia Pacific Amateur Golf Classic, Sunriver Resort has created a tremendous
package offer for tournament participants.
The package includes the PacAm tournament entry fee, lodging, and a ton of extra
benefits all for only $999.00. And to make
things better, the rate includes lodging taxes
and fees.
For those of you who have already registered, the Sunriver Resort is offering the
same four-night lodging package for only
$475.
If you are looking for a package for more
than two guests, you can customize the package with a Lodge Suite, Condo or home.
Speak with a Sunriver Resort reservations
agent to create a package for you or your
golf group.
The package includes all kinds of perks
including a complimentary practice round at
either the Meadows or Woodlands courses,
a discounted practice round at Crosswater
for $50, discounts on food and beverage at
any Sunriver Resort outlet, discounts at the
Sage Springs Spa, discounted access to the
SHARC Aquatic Center and more.
For more information call Sunriver Resort at 800.801.8765.
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NW’s Putnam brothers hope
to make their marks in 2014
The 2014 professional golf season is off and
the Pacific Northwest brother tandem of Michael
and Andrew Putnam are hoping to leave their
marks on the PGA Tour and Web.com Tours.
Michael is off to a good start, making cuts and
making money and hoping to finish in the top 125
by the end of the season to keep his card. Little
brother Andrew is off to a good start as well,
finishing second at the season-opening event in
Colombia.
Last year, the brothers both played on the
Web.com Tour with Michael earning a promotion
to the PGA Tour for 2014 by virtue of his finish
on the money standings. Andrew hopes to make
the move this year.

Cascade Golfer Players Card has deals

Cascade Golfer Magazine has announced that
its 2014 Players Card will be available starting
this month. The best place is to buy one online
at www.cascadegolfer.com/players.
The card retails for $452 but will be sold for
$199 online. The rounds on the card include
Salish Cliffs, Apple Tree, Port Ludlow, The
Cedars at Dungeness, Highlander, Mount Si and
Leavenworth. The card also includes a bucket of
balls at Puetz Golf Range.
The card expires Dec. 31, 2014 and there are
some restrictions associated with the rounds.

ExploreOregon Passport offers discounts

From the Oregon Coast, to the high desert
of Central Oregon and across the Cascades to
the Willamette Valley and greater Portland area,
great golf gems are available everywhere across
the state of Oregon. Now, you can experience a
variety of courses across the region and save on
greens fees with the 2014 ExploreOregonGolf
Passport.
By purchasing the ExploreOregonGolf Pass-

port, you can play up to 57 different courses in
Oregon & SW Washington at discounted rates.
For $30 or less, Passport holders will be able to
play 18 holes (every deal includes a cart!) at these
different courses. Some stipulations do apply.
For OGA members, it’s $129. If you aren’t a
member of the OGA, it’s $179 for the Passport,
which includes an OGA membership and its benefits. You can purchase your 2014 Passport and
check out the Passport FAQ at shop.exploreoregongolf.com. You can also email the OGA at
passport@oga.org or call the main office at (503)
981-4653 for questions.

UW second, Oregon third in Hawaii

No. 19 Washington finished off a good week
at the Amer Ari Invitational on the Big Island of
Hawai’i with a round of 9-under 279 to finish as
the tournament runner-up. The Dawgs three-day
total of 33-under 831 trailed only No. 3 Oklahoma State who was victorious at 45-under.
The Dawgs entered the day in third place, but
shot amongst the best rounds of the day other
than Oklahoma State who extended their lead
with a final-round best of 17-under. The Huskies
were within a couple strokes midway through the
round, before the Cowboys got hot over the final
few holes. Still, Washington was comfortably
second, four strokes better than Oregon and TCU
who tied for third.

UW women fourth in top tournament

No. 4 Washington finished off a grueling week
at the Northrop Grumman Challenge with one of
the best rounds of the day to move up to a tie for
fourth. The Dawgs shot a round of 10-over 294
to finish at 29-over 881.
No. 1 USC took the tournament title at 14over, while No. 3 Duke was the runner-up. No.
2 UCLA tied the Dawgs in fourth.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Ben Crane • Portland • 103rd on the list with $218,537
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 71st on the list with $364,573
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • No events
• Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • 95th on the list with $249,789
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 6th on the list with $1,997,050
• Alex Prugh• Spokane • No cuts made
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma •  121st on the list with $163,651
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 128th on the list with $147,523
Web.com Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • No events (3rd in Northern Trust PGA Open)
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 14th on the list with $12,000
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 21st on thelist with $7,100
` • Andrew Putnam •Tacoma • 2nd on the list with $81,000
• Chris Williams • Moscow/UW • No cuts made
Champions Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 10th on the list with $159,000
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 75th on the list with $7,900
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 57th on the list with $14,823
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 86th on the list with $3,152
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 3rd on the list with $274,000
LPGA Tour
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • No events
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • No events
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • No cuts made
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Lindsay Aho • Brush Prairie • No events
• Amy Eneroth • Spokane • No events
• Jessi Gebhardt • Bellingham • No events
• Sadena Parks • Spanaway • Second on the list with $4,887.
• Renee Skidmore • Everett • No events
• Christy Yun • Tacoma • No events

Did you know….
•  The WSGA provides a free App for your smartphone
or tablet, on which you can
post scores, determine
your adjusted handicap
for each course you play,
track your scores, get golf
news, and much more.
Search for “GHIN” in the
iTunes store or Android
market.

• On sale now at the Oregon Golf Association website,
the ExploreOregonGolf Passport is the
area’s best value for
golf in the region. With
more than 50
participating golf courses, the Explore Oregon Passport
gets you golf and a cart at more than 50 participating
courses (including public, private & resort courses) for
no more than $30. For more information on the Explore
Oregon Passport see the web site www.oga.org.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Lipoma family has made sure
there is a golf course for the
blue-collar golfers since 1989
When Tony Lipoma bought 640 acres of property in the Puyallup area back in the 1930s, he
knew exactly what he wanted to do with it: First
he wanted to develop a Christmas Tree Farm and
then he wanted a golf course. And on both counts,
that’s exactly what Tony Lipoma has done.
The property was home to a Christmas Tree
Farm business for years and then turned it into
a golf course in 1989 - expanding from 18 holes
to 27 holes in 1994. When Tony passed away in
1995, he was able to see his dream come true.
“He did exactly what he wanted to do with the
land he bought,” said Tony Lipoma, the 40-yearold grandson. “He logged the property and made
it into a Christmas Tree Farm. And then he got
his golf course.”
The elder Tony Lipoma and his son Sam
grew Christmas trees and shipped them around
the country. They would also open other farms.
But in the 1980s it was time for golf. And Tony
Lipoma wanted the kind of golf that was playable to everyone and affordable to the blue collar
golfer. And that’s what he came up with when he
developed Lipoma Firs Golf Course.
“He wanted a golf course for everyone,”
said grandson Tony. “This was not going to be a
country club.”
And the golf business has turned out not to
only be a blue-collar formula that works well,
but also a family business.
Grandson Tony runs the course along with his
38-year-old brother Nick. Tony runs the business
side of the golf course while Nick has been the
course superintendent for 15 years and has helped
the course shed its original reputation for having some tough lies in the rough. “You can’t say
enough about what Nick has done to the course,”

said Tony. “He has made the rough better, the turf
better and has taken out some trees to get some
sun to the greens and get them better. We’ve got
a good thing going on.”
The course has been in the Lipoma family
since the day it opened and Tony says there are
no plans to do anything different.
“It’s cool for a family to have a business like
this for 25 years,” he said. “To keep the course
in the family for this long says a lot. And it’s a
business we all love to do.” Tony is one of the
owners, along with brother Nick, dad Sam and
sister Samantha.
The youngest generation of the Lipoma family is also ready to get into the game. Tony’s
12-year-old son Anthony III and 9-year-old son
Terryn might end up working at the driving range
this summer picking up balls. Tony’ half-brother
also works in the pro shop. Nick’s 3-year-old son
Towson might be a bit young to work right now
but there is probably some golf in his future.
Lipoma Firs has always been one of the business courses in the Puget Sound area hosting up
to 40,000 rounds a year. The players come from
all over - from Federal Way, to Seattle to Tacoma.
The Lipoma Firs Restaurant has always brought
in the business for breakfast and lunch and the
Lipoma Firs Men’s Club offers some of the most
popular events around.
And through it all, the course has always
catered to the blue collar golfers - the guys looking for a good round and a good price. Lipoma
charges $15 in the winter months and $30 in the
summer. Good deals for golfers on a budget.
“The last time we raised prices was 10 years
ago,” said Tony. “This is exactly what grandpa
wanted with this golf course.”
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Lipoma Firs Golf Course opened with original 18 holes in 1989 and the entire 27 holes in 1994.

Pinehurst #2 will be
the same set up for
both men, women

When the United States Open hits Pinehurst #2 in June, the set up will virtually be
the same for both men and women, except
for the yardages.
The United States Open for men is scheduled to be played one week before the United
States Open for women.
Mike Davis, executive director of the
USGA, said the set up will be the same way
for both men and women. It is the first time
the USGA has held U.S. Open on the same
course a week apart.
The course will play at par -70 for both
but 7,500 yards for the men and 6,700 for the
women.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

GOLFERS MAY SAMPLE
PRIVATE CLUB PLAY
Puget Sound Golf Association invites Northwest
public and private club golfers to sample 19 area
Country Clubs during the 2014 season. Players may
participate on an introductory basis at guest rates. No
membership required.
A competition will include optional competition for
players with current WSGA golf Handicap card. Up to
3 friends/business associates may join you at each
venue.
This program enables public golfers to experience the
advantages and enjoyment of play at an area private
country club.
You may review the 2013 PSGA Golf schedule at
nationalgolftours.com (PSGA link)
To register for an event, send e-mail to
psgagolfer@yahoo.com or call PSGA’s Seattle
office at (206) 226 5332. Fax # 206-634-0818.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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USGA approves distance-measuring
devices for amateur championships
In a continuing effort to allow current technologies that enhance the player experience in
competition while maintaining the spirit and
challenge of the game, the United States Golf
Association (USGA) has approved the use of
distance-measuring devices (DMDs) in all USGA
amateur championships and their respective
qualifying events, beginning in 2014.
The announcement was made by the Championship Committee of the USGA through its
independent decision-making process scheduled
during the Association’s Annual Meeting in the
Village of Pinehurst, N.C., and reflects a joint
decision with The R&A, which together with
the USGA governs the game worldwide.
The use of distance-measuring devices has
been covered by an optional Local Rule, which
has been available under the Rules of Golf since
2006 (see Note to Rule 14-3 of the Rules of Golf),
and the USGA Championship Committee’s vote
adopts this optional Condition for all USGA
amateur championships in 2014.
This Local Rule will be introduced for the
USGA’s amateur events only. It will not apply
to the U.S. Open, U.S. Women’s Open and U.S.
Senior Open championships or their respective
qualifying events.
The devices may be used in amateur championships to measure distance only, and may not be
used to measure other conditions such as wind
speed or direction, temperature or elevation.
“We have seen progressive developments in
technologies available to golfers who seek to
improve their playing performance and enjoyment that also maintain the essential elements of
the game,” said Thomas J. O’Toole Jr., USGA
vice president and chairman of the Championship Committee. “It is in this spirit that we are
allowing the use of distance-measuring devices
in our amateur competitions.”

The USGA has decided that distance-measuring
devices are OK for their championships in 2014.
The decision to allow the use of distancemeasuring devices follows a recent study of such
technologies during the 2013 USGA Women’s
State Team and U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur
championships as part of the Association’s broad
initiative to identify the causes and solutions to
slow play in the game.

Boeing Classic celebrates 10th year

Ten years ago, the Boeing Classic was the
newest sporting event in Seattle and on the
Champions Tour. No PGA Tour event had been
held in Washington State since 2002’s WGCNEC Invitational at Sahalee Country Club and
the Northwest community was waiting in antici-

pation for the next big opportunity to welcome
and support big-time golf in this region.
 	 Today, the tournament proudly stands as the
region’s premier golf event and has raised nearly
$5 million for Greater Seattle charities. But the
Boeing Classic is definitely much more than a
golf tournament.
 	 While the caliber of competition and legendary professionals participating are impressive, the
events and activities associated with the Boeing
Classic provide an all-inclusive, entertaining
atmosphere on a picture-perfect Northwest backdrop at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge that will leave a
lasting impression.
In celebration of all that has been accomplished in the last ten years, the tournament
is proud to begin a series of 10th Anniversary
campaign that begins with the launch a commemorative logo and a redesigned BoeingClassic.com web site.
Throughout 2014 the Boeing Classic will
Honor the history, acknowledge the people and
institutions who helped to launch and grow
the event, celebrate the impact the tournament
has made on the Greater Seattle community,
showcase our accomplishments, strengthen our
relationships and express gratitude to all of our
supporters.

WSGA offers handicap special

The Washington State Golf Association is
offering an inexpensive way to get a handicap
for the 2014 golf season.
For $39.95 the WSGA will set golfers up with
an introductory handicap and include you with a
WSGA membership at the same time.. The deal
includes golf course discounts, the chance to play
private courses, play in WSGA championships
and, of course, get your own handicap. For more
see www.thewsga.org.
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Wine Valley offers
up some new ways
to play the course

Wine Valley Golf Club in Walla Walla,
Wash. is offering some special clubs to help
you with your golf for the 2014 season.
Wine Valley is offering the Grand Reserve
Club and the Reserve Club which both have
ways to help you save on anything from
greens fees to merchandise in the pro shop
and more.
The Wine Valley Grand Reserve Club is
$500 and offers 50 percent off greens fees for
2014 as well as two complimentary rounds of
golf.
The Wine Valley Reserve Club is $150
and offers discounted greens fees and one
complimentary round of golf.
For more information call the pro shop at
509.525.4653 or email cspencer@winevalleygolfclub.com
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2015 U.S. Open: Time is now
to volunteer for Chambers Bay

If you want to volunteer for the 2015 United States Open at Chambers Bay, now is your chance.
The window for registering to become a volunteer is now open. To get your information and to get
signed up see the web site www.2015volunteers.usga.org/2015vols/.
The USGA will accept approximately 6,000 applicants — with 4,500 volunteers employed daily
to help put on the tournament, which takes place June 14-21.
Volunteer services are needed in 17 general areas, ranging from admissions and information
services, corporate hospitality, merchandise, caddie and player services — and, of course, positions
near the actual golf, including hole marshalling, working grandstands and practice area, and helping
with leaderboards.
Even though the application process officially closes June 9 — the start of this year’s U.S. Open
at Pinehurst No. 2 in North Carolina — 2015 U.S. Open championship director Danny Sink warns
not to expect it to be open that long.
First-time applicants might be initially thrown off by one volunteering component: the $165 fee.
That $165 pays for two U.S. Open volunteer polo shirts, a windbreaker, headwear, water canister,
meal vouchers and credentials to watch practice days and the four rounds of golf. That payment isn’t
required until July, tournament director Danny Sink said.

Volunteer signups are now being taken for the 2015 United States Open at Chambers Bay.

Meadow Park Golf Course – Celebrating 100 Years in 2015
Celebrate its 99th Birthday by Hosting
The 2nd Annual Hickory Invitational
Saturday, May 31, 2014 - 8:30 A.M. Shotgun Start
Cost: $60 walking or $75 riding
Two Equipment Divisions:
Hickory Division: Hickory clubs only
Bobby Jones Division: Pre-1975 irons/persimmon woods
Flights: * Professional
* USGA Handicap
* Open
* 18 Hole Individual Stroke Play event
* Closest to the Pin awards - #4,#8,#13,#17
* Long Drive
* Best Dressed award
* Best Vintage Equiment award
* All particpants must dress in late 1800 to early 1900s attire to add to the event experience.
* Hickory Clubs w/bag for rent $40 per set (while supplies last)
* Junior caddies available: cost is a donation to Meadow Parks First Tee program

#1 Hickory Club in the Pacific Northwest
Register online: apnationalgc.ghinclub.com For additional information:
Durel Billy 253.830.4496 – DurelBilly@yahoo.com
DanH@tacomaparks.com
The Event is a Fundraiser for Youth Golf Programs at Meadow Park Golf Course
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Finding the best golf teachers
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Publisher’s note: here are four golf teacher listings that we, failed to include or had published wrong
information about them, in last month’s special feature called ‘Finding the Best Golf Teachers.’

Golf Teachers: Oregon
Forest Hills, Reedsport, Ore.

Sean McGowan – PGA Professional,

Since 1991, PGA Professional Sean McGowan has enjoyed teaching
golfers young and old the fundamentals and intricacies of the game and
the swing. Teaching the short game has always been Sean's specialty
and in the last few years he has moved much of his instruction to the
golf course to help his students understand the importance of how
the lie of the golf ball determines contact. Every swing is different,
and how you make contact on the slopes of the golf course is more
important than making a perfect strike on the flat surface of the range.
Impact-based-learning is the basis for Sean McGowan's instruction. By
working with Sean, you will have a clearer picture of how to hit your
next shot and enjoy playing golf more than ever. Sean operates and teaches at Forest Hills Country
Club in Reedsport, Oregon. Forest Hills is a public golf course with a grass practice area, par three
course and an excellent 3200 yard Par 36 nine hole course. Call Sean McGowan at 541-271-262 and
email him at mcgowangolf@gmail.com Check out Forest Hills here: http://www.golfreedsport.com/

Golf Teachers: Washington
Tumwater Valley Golf Course

Joe Thiel – PGA Master Professional

Joe Thiel has spent 37 years helping others learn and enjoy the game
of golf. He is one of only a few golf professionals in the U.S. who
has earned the prestigious PGA Master Professional designation. The
local PGA chapter has honored him as PGA Teacher of the Year three
times—in 1993, 1995, and again in 1997. The PNW Section has honored Joe with The section Teacher of the Year in 1997 as well. He
was also inducted into the Mercer County Hall of Fame in 1999 and
into the Millennium Who’s Who in America. Golf Magazine has also
honored Joe with the title of Top 100 Teachers in America for several
years and Golf Driving Range Magazine has also honored him 8 years
in a row as one of the top 50 teachers in America.
Some of Joe’s additional successes in teaching are visible on the other side of the Pacific. His instruction programs have been shaping the careers of some of our world’s finest players for well over
two decades. Many of Joe’s students are internationally known professionals, enjoying successes
on tours in Korea, Japan, China, South America, and in the United States. Joe has also instructed
over 100 Mizuno PGA Golf Instructors in Japan for the last 10 years as Instructional Director for
Mizuno Golf Schools. Tumwater Valley’s phone number is 360-943-9500.
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Kathy O’Kelly – LPGA Professional

June 2012 Kathy was nationally recognized by her peers in Golf Digest
as among the 50 Best Women Teachers in America. In 2008 Kathy was
recognized by members of LPGA as one of the top 50 teachers within
the LPGA. In 2005 and 2006 Women in Golf Magazine honored Kathy
as a top 50 instructors.
Kathy works with group lessons as well as with individuals of varying skill levels. She encourages players to make solid contact, develop
short game skills and learn the 7 essentials to the golf swing. Kathy also
conducts a class while on the golf course to help players make better
decisions for game changing results.
Tumwater Valley Golf Course provides an excellent facility for golfers
wishing to enjoy the game through lowering their scores. Course phone: 360-943-9500.

Kris Swanson- Performance Golf LLC

Teaching Professional at Tumwater Valley Municipal Golf Course
Kristopher_swanson@hotmail.com or 360-888-3432
I’ve been teaching golf for 8 years. I played collegiately at Saint Martin’s University. After graduating I became the 1st assistant professional at Olympia CC and later left to become an assistant professional
at Tumwater Valley. Currently I am the Head Men’s Golf Coach at Pacific Lutheran University and teach at Tumwater Valley Golf Course.
I work with all skill levels from top ranked high school and collegiate
players to your everyday golfer! I take a simplified approach to educating my student’s sound fundamentals, mechanics, quality practice
routines and the importance of short game and course management
techniques. Being a former collegiate player and having played professionally gives me the ability to
educate my students on what it takes to enjoy the game and play at a high level. I am a PING certified
fitting professional and have extensive knowledge of fitting practices for all skill levels. Tumwater
Valley Golf Course is a great place to take lessons, as we offer a grass hitting range year round, large
short game area and the ability to do on course lessons! Call today to schedule your lesson!

Time to start posting your scores

It’s time to starting posting your scores that you shot at golf courses in Washington and Oregon.
The Washington State Golf Association (WSGA) and Oregon Golf Association (OGA) both have specific
season in which golfers can post scores from the courses in those states. OGA postings run from March 1 to
November 30, WSGA posting is from March 1 to November 15.
If you are a member at a club in the WSGA or OGA system you have been frozen out of the computers for
local scores but if you travel to play golf in places like Hawaii or Arizona, it’s still OK to post those scores.
As you may know, the WSGA and OGA observe an inactive score posting season during which rounds
played in the area administered by both groups are never acceptable for handicap computational purposes.
Most of the golf associations in the Northern areas of the U.S. are seasonal golf associations like the WSGA
and OGA also observe an inactive score posting period.
The only scores that are acceptable for handicap purposes during the inactive season are scores from rounds
played in an area (mainly the Southern tier of the U.S.) which is still accepting scores for handicap purposes.
The preferable method of posting scores at all times is through the handicap computer located at the course
where the round was played.
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Everyone wants to score lower.  I know I do.  
The quickest way to improve scoring is around the
greens.  This month we are going to take a thumbnail
look at a few aspects of putting.
I always express at my clinics and lessons that
people focus 80% on line and only 20% on speed.  
I feel it should be the opposite.  
Speed, speed, speed.
People three putt because of poor speed not
poor line.  When I putt best I have proper speed
control.
If I have great speed I have more trust.  I also
have great speed when I have target focus rather
than mechanical focus.  Ben Crenshaw  has stressed
this concept to me on many occasions.  He told me
he has never putted well thinking about his stroke.  
Hit many putts 30-50 feet focused on speed.  Use
an intuitive look at the line and a focused feel on
speed, 80% speed and only 20% on line.
A second key to putting growth is “hit the ball
solid.”  Hit the ball on the sweet spot of the putter.  
Practice this skill.  Yes, it is a skill.  Yes, it can be
practiced.  A helpful drill is to place a quarter on the
green.  Stroke the quarter and make it move.  It’s
tougher than it looks.
Thirdly, a solid set up is important for consistent
putting.  When a player has their forearms on the
same plane as the putter shaft and each other many
stroke flaws will disappear. Bending forward with
the upper torso to where the shoulders are close
to parallel to the ground will create a straighter back
stroke.  This occurs because the arms swing down
the shoulder line.  
Personally, I have found success setting up a
bit underneath or to the right at address.  This way
I can see the line better.  Again putting with your
eyes focused on the target is very big.  
My hands are over the ball at address rather
than behind.  Ben Crenshaw and Morris Hatalsky
turned me on to this years ago.
To work on the mechanics of my putting stroke
I often use a 2 x 4 turned up on it’s side.  I stroke
the putter with the toe rubbing on the board.  I also
do the same with the heel of the putter rubbing and
following the board.  You can also hit putts doing
this drill.
• Speed
• Solid hit
• Solid set up
• Use the 2 x 4

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: The quickest way to improving your
putting skills is to have solid setup and focus on speed

... people focus 80% on line and only 20%
on speed. I feel it should be the opposite.

Jeff Coston is an 20-time Pacific Northwest
PGA Player of the Year.  He can be reached for
appointment at 360.201.4590.
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Rules of the Game: When you hit your ball into a
water hazard, there are different ways to play it

Yellow indicates a water hazard and red indicates a lateral
water hazard. The reason they are marked differently is because
your options for relief are different for each type of hazard.

Mike
Peluso

Question: What’s the difference between
a water hazard and a lateral water hazard?
Have you ever noticed that sometimes
water hazards are right in front of you and you
have to play your shot over it, and sometimes
water hazards are alongside the fairway, and
it’s usually only a problem if you slice or hook
your shot?
In a simplified nutshell, water that you normally have to hit across is a water hazard, and
water that is alongside the fairway is a lateral
water hazard. However, this is a generalization
and ultimately the Committee has the final
choice as to how they want to define a body
of water.
I notice that some hazards are marked
yellow and others are marked red. What’s the
difference?
Yellow indicates a water hazard and red
indicates a lateral water hazard. The reason
they are marked differently is because your
options for relief are different for each type
of hazard.
What are the differences in those relief
options?
Look at the two pictures. (First of all,
remember that you can always play your ball
out of the water without penalty, but we’ll
concentrate on your options that involve a
one-stroke penalty for taking your ball out of
the water.) In the picture with the water hazard
marked yellow, the ball was played from Point
A and landed in the water at Point B.
You’ll see that one of your options is to
play another ball from the spot where you
played the original stroke. Another option is
to determine where your ball last crossed the
margin of the hazard, draw an imaginary line
from the hole through that spot, and drop a

ball anywhere along that imaginary line behind
the hazard. You can never drop a ball on the
near side of a yellow water hazard.
In the picture with the lateral water hazard
marked red, you’ll see that those same two
options are available to you, but there are also
two extras.
One of them is to drop a ball within two
club lengths of where the ball last crossed the
lateral water hazard (Point X). Another lesser
known option is to drop a ball on the opposite
side of the lateral water hazard equidistant
from the hole as Point X (Point Y) and drop a
ball within two club lengths of that point.
Remember, you can never escape any kind
of water hazard without either making a stroke
or talking a penalty stroke. And check out the
pictures to the right. They will help you out
whenever you have trouble after hitting your
shot in the water.

Mike Peluso is a rules official with the
USGA, PNGA and other organizations. He
can be reached at mikepeluso@comcast.net.
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