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Eastern Washington and
Idaho: Quality golf abounds
Eastern Washington and the Idaho Panhandle are
two areas that are loaded with quality and affordable
golf courses. From places like Palouse Ridge in Pullman
(pictured right) to others like Deer Park and Chewelah
north of Spokane, you will find some top quality golf
courses. See inside for more.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF
		

Pumpkin Ridge set to
host Web.com tourney
The Web.com Tour will hit the Portland
area Aug. 21-24 with the WinCo Foods
Portland Open, set for the Witch Hollow
Course at Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club just
outside of Portland.
The Web.com Tour has held an event
in Oregon before in the Eugene area. The
tour also hits Boise as well.
The WinCo Foods Portland Open will
feature all of the top players form the
Web.com Tour, who are trying to finish in
the top 25 and earn a spot on the 2015
PGA Tour. They will take on a Witch Hollow course, which is considered one of the
top in the Pacific Northwest.		
See www.wincofoodsportlandopen.
com for more information on the event.

Black Butte Ranch:
Central Oregon treat
Looking for a Pacific Northwest getaway? Look no further than Black Butte
Ranch in Central Oregon. With its 36
holes of championship golf to its variety
of amenities in and around the resort. The
Glaze Meadow and Big Meadow courses
are among the best in the Northwest and
have hosted some prestigious events
like the Oregon Open. A spa and fitness
center help complete the package. See
inside for more on Black Butte Ranch.

The Northwest’s Big Break connection

Oregon’s Arrowhead
shines at Senior Open
Arrowhead Golf Club in Molalla, Ore.
might seem like an out of the way place
for golf, but it was a place that was on the
map at the United States Senior Open last
month at Oak Tree in Oklahoma.
The club had not one, not two but three
players qualify for the U.S. Senior Open.
Head professional Rob Gibbons was in
the field as was Bruce Stewart at teaching
professional at Arrowhead and amateur
Pat O’Donnell. O’Donnell made it all the
way to the final of the U.S. Senior Amateur
last year before losing in the championship
match. But alas, they all missed he cut.
O’Donnel shot rounds of 79-77, Gibbons
checked with rounds of 75-83 and Stewart
went 90-83. But still, what a showing for
Arrowhead.

2015 U.S. Open tickets
selling at a fast pace
All daily tickets for the final round
(Sunday, June 21) and all weekly ticket
packages for the 2015 U.S. Open Championship at Chambers Bay in University
Place, Wash., are sold out. Limited daily
tickets for the competition days on Thursday, Friday and Saturday (June 18-20) are
still available, but are expected to sell out
quickly.
Visit usga.org/tickets for more information or to purchase tickets. Tickets for
all practice-round days (Monday, June 15
through Wednesday, June 17) are also
available.

Rules Quiz
A Player’s ball lies in the fairway about
180 yards from the hole. The player replaces
a divot about three paces in front of his ball
on his line of play and plays the ball. The
player incurs the general penalty for a breach
of Rule 13-2. True or False? See answer on
Page 2 of this section.
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The Pacific Northwest was well
represented in the most recent
edition of The Golf Channel’s Big
Break Florida. Of the 12 women
in the show, four were from the
Pacific Northwest. And two, played
in the recent Pepsi Northwest
Women’s Open in Lindsay Aho and
Courtney Coleman (pictured above
left to right). Another Big Breaker
Lauren Sullivan (right) was also in
the NW. See what the women have
to say about their time on the show
inside this section of Inside Golf.
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Feenstra holds off
amateur to claim
Rosauers crown

PGA Professional Tim Feenstra of Broadmoor
GC in Seattle won the 27th Rosauers Open Invitational by two strokes over the tournament’s low
amateur Drew McCullough of Meadow Springs
CC in Richland, Wash.
The Rosauers was held at MeadowWood Golf
Course in for one year, filling in for regular host
Indian Canyon.
Feenstra seemed to be out of the mix after
two rounds shooting 69-70 but came up with the
round of the tournament firing an 11-under-par
61 tying the course record set by Corey Prugh
of Manito G&CC. Feenstra’s round consisted of
seven birdies and two eagles.
He collected a check of $11,000 for winning
the tournament.
McCullough had rounds of 74-63-65 to finish
second while David Phay of Whidbey Golf and
County Club, Mitch Runge of Tacoma Country
and Golf Club, Prugh and Scott Williams of
Glendale all finished tied for fourth at 204 in the
tournament.
• In other PGA Northwest Section news:
Crosswater Club at Sunriver Resort has been
named to host the 2015 Oregon Open Invitational. The Bob Cupp design has hosted four
Oregon Open Invitationals, three PGA Professional National Championships and four JeldWen Traditions. The Oregon Open Invitational
will feature a field of 192 of the top professionals
and amateurs from the Northwest.
The 54 -hole championship will be held June
8-10, 2015.

Alta Lake clubhouse
destroyed by wildfires

The massive fire raging through Central
Washington destroyed the clubhouse at Alta Lake
Golf Course. The Carlton Complex fire wiped out
the clubhouse along with 80 carts and the cafe.
The course itself did not sustain much damage
when the fires rolled through the area.
Head professional Parker Barth, son of the
owner Don Barth, had his house destroyed by
the flames as well.
The motel next to the course survived the
flames. Barth said he hopes to have the course
re-open in the fall for golfers to come back.
©All Rights Reserved
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The 2015 United States Open will be in
the Pacific Northwest. Chambers Bay in
University Place, Wash. will be ready. Don’t
believe it, just ask the USGA’s top guy.
Mike Davis was in the Northwest for a
visit and said he likes what he sees. He thinks
Chambers Bay will be a U.S. Open that people
will remember,.
“We have never had a U.S. Open in the
Northwest in 120 years,” said Davis. “this is
a new course for us and was out-of-the-box
thinking for the USGA. This is a different
course for the area and for a U.S. Open.”
Davis knows of what he speaks. He has
been involved with countless U.S. Open
Championships and knows what it takes to
stage a championship. He says everything is
in place for 2015.
And he especially likes what he sees with
the golf course and the work of superintendent Eric Johnson.
The talk years ago of USGA pulling the plug
on its handing the U.S. Open to Chambers
Bay is long gone.
What Davis really likes about the Chambers Bay hosting of the Open is the players
will play on fine fescue grass from tee to green
for the first time. The players will feel like
they are playing a British Open in the Pacific
Northwest. Davis said the “bounce and roll”
feature will come into play on every hole at
Chambers Bay.
“Players will need to find different ways
to play shots,” said Davis. “We like it firm
and fast and that’s the kind of course that
Chambers Bay is.”
The course held the 2010 United States
Amateur and players got a look at what Chambers Bay was like. It was fast and firm, and
as the tournament went on, maybe a little too
fast and too firm. That won’t be the case when
the U.S. Open rolls around. The U.S. Amateur

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

USGA likes what it sees as Chambers
gets ready to host the 2015 U.S. Open

was held in August. The Open is in June, a
month that should have cooler weather leaving the course a touch softer and greener as
well for the television cameras. “We learned
a lot from the U.S. Amateur,” said Davis.
Chambers Bay has made plenty of changes

to get ready for 2015. New greens have been
put in place. New tee boxes have added
length to the course. Davis said the yardage
for the U.S. Open will be between, 7,200 and
7,600 yards every day with a par of 70. The
first and 18th holes might switch from par-4
holes to par-5 holes during the event, too.
Since train tracks run next to Chambers
Bay, someone asked Davis if there might be a
train time out for players. No chance. “Some
of the oldest courses in the world have train
tracks near them,” he said. “There won’t be a
train rule.” A new 16th tee box sits right near
the tracks, so players might have to step back
when a train is rolling by.

Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
False
Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien
for his insight on the rules and the questions
and answers.
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University of Washington assistant Dan Potter takes
over as head coach at Boise State men’s golf team
University of Washington men’s assistant
coach Dan Potter has taken the head coaching
golf job at Boise State University.
Potter was born and raised in Coeur d'Alene,
Idaho. He attended UW and played 2001-2004
where he was an All Pac-10 performer and team
captain. He spent a couple years playing pro
golf and a six-year stint in the financial services
industry.
Potter came back to Washington in May
2012 as an assistant coach. During his two full
years here he helped the Huskies to two Top 10
national rankings, a 2nd and 3rd in the Pac-12
Championships, and two runner-up finishes at
NCAA Regionals. He was also a key factor in
recruiting in the 2013-2016 recruiting classes.
There are now former UW Assistant Golf
Coaches serving as Head Coaches at the following programs: University of Washington
(Matt Thurmond), Oregon State University (Jon
Reehoorn), Washington State University (Garrett
Clegg), and Boise State University (Dan Potter).

Val Patrick offers coaching
at Leavenworth Golf Course

If you are looking to work on your golf game
and make a road trip at the same time, Val Patrick
might have your answer at Leavenworth Golf
Course in Leavenworth, Wash.
The Central Washington course is a tree-lined
gem and Patrick has golf coaching classes available that might help you improve your game at
the same time. Patrick, the general manage and
head professional at Leavenworth, uses her Val
Patrick Golf to help players see improvements.
In fact, results are guaranteed if the right practice
and work are involved with the process.
Leavenworth Golf Course will also be hosting its 6th annual Couples Tournament on Sept.
13-14. LPGA player Cindy Rarick and Silvara
Winery is the sponsor of the event. Entry forms

are available on the golf course web site at www.
leavenworthgolf.com. For information on Val
Patrick Golf and the Couples Tournament call
the course at 509.548.7267.

Canby golfer claims crown
at PNGA Women’s Mid-Am

Aaren Ziegler of Canby, Ore. came from behind in the final match to win the 113th Pacific
Northwest Women’s Amateur; while Amanda
Jacobs of Seattle took control early and held
on to win the 13th Pacific Northwest Women’s
Mid-Amateur.
Ziegler, the championship’s No. 1 seed after
earning medalist honors in the 36-hole qualifying prior to match play, found herself quickly
2-down to Tyler Barker after six holes. Barker,
the reigning IGA Women’s Four-Ball champion
(with her sister, Gabrielle), had marched her way
through the match-play bracket to face Ziegler
in the final.

Dates moved for inaugural
Gig Harbor City Amateur

Madrona Golf Links in Gig Harbor will host
the inaugural Gig Harbor City Amateur Sept. 2728. The event will feature 36 holes of play with
four divisions. Entry fee is $175 and includes
two tournament rounds and one practice round.
The new Bar and Grill Hackers will also be open.
Call 253-851.5193 for more information.

Ephrata golfer wins AJGA
Ryan Moore championship

Aaron Whalen of Ephrata, Washington finished the Ryan Moore Junior Championship
right where he started it, at the top. Whalen shot
1-under-par 69 in the final round to claim his first
AJGA tournament win. Marianne Li of Bellevue,
Washington, shot 72 to win the Girls Division

and add her fourth AJGA win to her resume.
Whalen is following in the footsteps of his
older brother, Andrew Whalen, who also competed in AJGA events.
In the Girls Division, Marianne Li was thrilled
to have the opportunity to play in a tournament
that was less than an hour from home.

OGA crowns Public Links
champs for men and women

Hogan Arey (Corvallis, Ore.) and Kayla Riede
(Olivehurst, Calif.) were crowned champions of
the 17th Oregon Public Links Championship at
Trysting Tree Golf Club in Corvallis, Ore.
 	 A myriad of thunder storms caused a three
hour delay during the final round of the Oregon
Public Links Championship.
While the last group of women were able to
tee off before play was suspended, the Men’s
Championship Division was never able to play
on Sunday. Because there was no way to get the
Men’s Championship Division back with enough
time to finish their rounds, their final round was
canceled and it was reverted to an 18-hole championship.

Central Oregon area set to
host Lithia Pacific Amateur

The Lithia Pacific Amateur Golf Classic is set
for Sept. 22-25 at some of Central Oregon’s top
golf courses. The event is one of the top amateur
tournaments in the country and will feature up
to 750 players playing over three days at various
courses in Central Oregon. The top finishers from
each flight will meet at Sunriver’s Crosswater for
the tournament championship on the final day.
There is food, tee prizes and more as part of
the entry fee. See www.pacamgolf.com for more
information on the tournament.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Western Washington
bound golfer claims
Seattle Amateur win

Joseph Fryer, who signed a letter of intent to
play golf this coming fall at Western Washington
University, finished off a dominating victory in
the 80th Seattle Amateur.
Fryer fired
a 3-underpar 69 on the
6,800-yard
West Seattle
course in the
third round
and finished
at a record
12-under 200
to win by six
strokes. Fryer,
who plays out
of Harbour
Pointe, led
Kamiak High
to the state
Class 4A title in 2012 by finishing 10th individually, and has spent the past two years attending
the Lee Westwood Golf Academy in England.
Tied for second were Andrew Whalen (67
Friday, the low round of the day), who plays for
Northwestern, and Erik Olson (68), the 2004
champion.
After the first two rounds at Jefferson Park
and Jackson Park, Fryer had a one-stroke lead
over Grant Cole of Tam O’Shanter in Bellevue.
Cole slipped to a 75 Friday, opening the path for
Fryer’s easy victory.
Cole finished fourth at 207 while Sandy
Vaughan (a 74 Friday), the 2012 champion, and
Mark Strickland (72) of Western Washington
University tied for fifth place.
Tyler Salsbury (71) of the University of
Washington golf team was alone in seventh at
209.
Salsbury and Fryer were the only players
under par in each of their three rounds this week.
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NW players Gonzales, Parks
win on Web.com, Symetra
Even a double bogey during his back nine in
the final round of the Utah Championship couldn’t
derail Andres Gonzales. The Olympia, Wash. native opened with a 62 to take the opening-round
lead and never gave it up, taking a start-to-finish
victory. Gonzales made things interesting with
the double bogey on No. 13, a hole that dropped
his lead from five shots to three, but in the end,
he earned the win, capturing his second Web.
com Tour title in the process with a 21-under 263.
Gonzales defeated Adam Crawford, Sung Kang
and Travis Bertoni by four strokes.
When Gonzales stepped to Willow Creek
Country Club’s 18th green he finally allowed
himself to look at the leaderboard, something he
hadn’t done all week. Caddie Brandon DeStefano
urged Gonzales to take peek. “I saw I had a fourshot lead, so that kind of gave me goose bumps
knowing I could do some stuff on the last green
and win.” There would be no “stuff.” Gonzales
hit his tee shot on the par-3 18th above the hole
and routinely two-putted. He pumped his fist as
the crowd cheered, unaware that he became the
only player in Web.com Tour history to go wireto-wire to win two titles.

Sadena Parks wins on Symetra Tour

Former University of Washington player and
Northwest native Sadena Parks shot a courserecord 62 to win the SEFCU Championship on
the Symetra Tour. The 24-year-old Parks from
Tacoma and Bethel High School started the final
round in a tie for 15th place. She earned $15,000
for the title which moved her into sixth on the
money list. The top 15 players on the Symetra
Tour money list will earn 2015 LPGA Tour cards

California golfer wins Sahalee Players

Mark Anguiano of Whittier, Calif., poured it
on early in the final round to pull away from the
field in winning the 21st Sahalee Players Championship (SPC), held at Sahalee Country Club in
Sammamish, Wash.

 	 Anguiano, 21, had started today’s final round
with a one-shot lead over Kurt Kitayama, the
senior-to-be at UNLV, but immediately separated
himself from the field with birdies on three of the
first four holes.
Hans Reimers, the Mercer University senior
from Lake Oswego, Ore., was awarded the championship’s Rick Acton Award for being the low
score for PNGA territory. Reimers, who won the
2013 Oregon Open and finished runner-up in the
2013 Pacific Northwest Men’s Amateur, tied for
sixth overall.

Ferreira takes WSGA Women’s Amateur

Jordan Ferreira of University Place, Wash.
shot an even-par 72 in the final round to win the
21st Washington State Women’s Amateur by four
shots. Alison Murdoch of Victoria, B.C. came
from behind to win the 15th Washington State
Senior Women’s Amateur, while Carol Dick of
Lakewood, Wash. went wire-to-wire in winning
the Inaugural Washington State Super Senior
Women’s Amateur.
 	 The three championships were conducted by
the Washington State Golf Association, and were
held concurrently at Port Ludlow (Wash.) Golf
Club.
 	

New Zealand golfer wins PNGA Am

James Beale of Auckland, New Zealand won
the 113th Pacific Northwest Men’s Amateur
Championship on the 38th hole defeating Cole
Madey of West Linn, Ore. The championship
was held at Palouse Ridge Golf Club in Pullman,
Wash. and was conducted by the Pacific Northwest
Golf Association (PNGA).
Beale, who last week finished fourth in the
Sahalee Players Championship, capped off the
“Western Swing” with a title-clinching par. The
match never swayed more than 2-up for either
player in all 38 holes. Both players showed fatigue
towards the middle of the second 18 holes. On the
second playoff hole, Beale won with a par when
Madey had trouble around the green.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Ben Crane • Portland • 54th on the list with $1,414,567
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham •76th on the list with $1,081,217
• Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • 125th on the list with $618,443
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 18th on the list with $2,859,563
• Alex Prugh• Spokane • 206th on the list with $90,606
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 104th on the list with $780,311
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 154th on the list with $389,581
Web.com Tour
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 6th on the list with $238,620
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 65th on the list with $58,632
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 30th on the list with $95,544
• Andrew Putnam •Tacoma • 2nd on the list with $315,432
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 78th on the list with $44,321
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • 168th on the list with $8,123
Champions Tour
• Jeff Coston • Blaine • 150th on the list with $10,792
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 7th on the list with $819,609
• Rick Fehr • Seattle • 83rd on the list with $56,792
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 62nd on the list with $121,662
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 92nd on the list with $47,041
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 55th on the list with $150,757
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 8th on the list with $784,184
LPGA Tour
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • 116th on the list with $29,434
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • No events
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • No cuts made
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Lindsay Aho • Brush Prairie • No events
• Amy Eneroth • Spokane • 109th on the list with $3,394
• Jessi Gebhardt • Bellingham • No events
• Sadena Parks • Spanaway • 6th on the list with $36,213
• Renee Skidmore • Everett • 198th on the list with $295
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • 146th on the list with $1,364
• Christy Yun • Tacoma • No events

Did you know….
• The WSGA provides a free App for your smartphone
or tablet, on which you can post scores, determine your
adjusted handicap for each
course you play, track your
scores, get golf news, and
much more. Search for
“GHIN” in the iTunes store
or Android market.

• Did you know: OGA members can play a variety
of Oregon & SW
Washington’s private clubs when you
participate in The
OGA Tour, which
features casual competitions with flighted Gross & Net competitions for players of all abilities. Check out more information at www.
TheOGATour.com or call the OGA Office at 503-981-4653.

Black Butte Ranch
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With re-modeled golf courses and other amenities
Central Oregon resort is a popular place for golfers

Black Butte Ranch Resort has been one of
the most popular vacation spots in the Pacific
Northwest for years. With the variety of things
to do and the incredible scenery, it’s easy to see
why people head to Central Oregon every year.
Black Butte Ranch is one of those destinations that seems to have a little of something for
everyone.
For those golfers, there is plenty of golf to play
with the resort’s Glaze Meadow and Big Meadow
courses. In fact both have been extensively remodeled and both have host the Oregon Open in
past years, showing just how good those courses
really area.
For those who like outdoor activities, there’s
the horseback riding, the hiking, the bike riding,
the fishing, the mountain climbing . . . . just about
anything you can think of under the sun.
For those who like to hang around the resort,
there’s the new recreation center which sits near
the Glaze Meadow Golf Course and comes complete with outdoor swimming, a spa and more.
The resort sits in 1,800 acres of Central Oregon. There are 18 miles of hiking and biking
trails around the resort. And the views are always
first-class when taking in the trails.
And away from the resort, there’s plenty
more Central Oregon action to take in with the
Deschutes National Forest sitting right next door.
And that’s not to say that Black Butte Ranch has
to be just a summer excursion, In the winter,
nearby ski area Hoodoo and Mount Bachelor
offer up some terrific skiing.
There is no shortage of places to stay. The
resort offers up 120 vacation homes and some
private lodge rooms as well.

Black Butte Ranch
• Location: Black Butte Ranch in Central
Oregon, about 40 minute from Bend.
• Resort: Black Butte Ranch has two golf
courses Glaze Meadow and Big Meadow. Both
have been extensively re-modeled recently and
are among the best in the Pacific Northwest.
Both have hosted the Oregon Open.
• Resort amenities: Black Butte Ranch
has the golf, bike trails, hiking, horseback riding,
fishing, mountain climbing and more.
• Lodging: Plenty of lodging is available
from condo units and private houses for rent.
• Information: 1.866.901.2961 or www.
blackbutteranch.com

One of the big reasons people head to Black
Butte Ranch is the golf. And there’s plenty of
it. With the Glaze Meadow and Big Meadow
courses, there are 36 holes of golf - and the
courses have new looks.
The Glaze Meadow course was shut down for
a year and re-opened last year after a re-model by
John Fought. New tee boxes, new bunkers and
new greens were all part of the project. The Big
Meadow course had its re-model in 2007 and in
2013 was voted by GolfWeek as one of the “Best
Courses To Play In Oregon.”
Head golf professional Jeff Fought and his
staff at Black Butte Ranch give traveling golfers
the impression that they are part of a private golf
experience.
It’s little wonder why Black Butte Ranch is
among the top vacation destinations in the Pacific
Northwest.

Black Butte has the views from the course (top) and a first-class recreation center as well.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Pacific Northwest golfers come up with help
for putters when anchored ban hits in 2016
When the ban comes in 2016 of anchored
putters, a couple of Pacific Northwest golfers
might have a hand in keeping the strokes alive
of those golfers who like the long putters.
Businessman Ed Klein and Ocean Shores
professional Ronnie Espedal have teamed up on
the Armlock Converter Grip, a device that will
allow golfers who use long and belly putters
to legally stabilize the putter on their leading
forearm during the stroke.
Klein said their new device turns any putter –
cut to the correct length – into an armlock putter.
Their new putting grip allows golfers who use
a longer putter to be used legally against their
forearm. The grips will be 20 inches long and 1
3/4 inches in diameter at the top and 1 1/4 inches

at the bottom of the grip. Both Klein and Espedal
used anchored putters and knew they needed to
get answers for a new putting technique before
the anchoring ban set in 2016. Espedal gave
the new Armlock Converter Grip some good
PR when he used it during the first round of the
Washington State Open when he shot a 67.
Both have said the new device has improved
their putting - and it’s legal according to the
USGA because it’s not anchored. And the grip
has also been patented. The anchored putting ban
will hit in 2016 as set down by the USGA and
Royal and Ancient Golf Club and the two Grays
Harbor golfers hope to have their product ready
to roll for golfers who want to simulate their
strokes with the long and belly putters.

Klein said their new device turns
any putter – cut to the correct length
– into an armlock putter.
The two experimented with various methods
of complying with the new rule banning anchored
putters before finally settling on the Armlock
Converter Grip. Espedal built prototypes in his
garage to get a feel of what the finished product
would eventually look like.
The two hope to have the grips on the market
for sale as soon as possible but realize they might
not make a big splash until 2015 and then for sure
in 2016 when the anchored ban hits.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

The Armlock Converter Grip.

Their Big Break
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Pacific Northwest players get their time in the
spotlight on the Golf Channel’s Big Break show

By Steve Turcotte, Inside Golf Editor
Lindsay Aho remembers walking through a
Florida airport a while ago, wearing some golf
clothes and her hat from the Golf Channel’s Big
Break Florida. As she walked toward her gate,
someone stopped her and asked if she was the
same Lindsay from the reality television show.
She said yes and the guy walked away feeling
he had just met a celebrity. Aho doesn’t always
feel like a celebrity, but after being on the Golf
Channel’s Big Break Florida, she is known
throughout the golf world.
Aho joined a cast of 12 lady professionals on
the Big Break Florida show, Golf Channel’s most
recent viewing pleasure. In fact, she was just one
of four ladies from the Pacific Northwest along
with Courtney Coleman from Rochester, Wash.,
Renee Skidmore from Everett, Wash. and Sadena
Parks from Bethel, Wash. None of the Pacific
Northwest girls won the event, but life after the
Big Break has been just fine.
Coleman likes the fact that people recognize
her when she is at a golf course or sometimes
shopping at a golf store. “You never know where
you will run into someone who thinks they know
you,” she said. “It’s a lot of fun.”
Lauren Sullivan from Texas was also part
of the show and was in the Pacific Northwest
to play in the Pepsi Northwest Women’s Open
at Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club. “I was
hitting balls at a course near the tournament and
someone came up and asked if I was the girl
on the show,” she said. “You never know when
people are going to recognize you.”
Aho hopes to get known for more than just
being on the cast of the Big Break Florida show.
She won her first professional tournament in 2013

when she won the Pepsi Northwest Women’s
Open and the $4,000 first-place prize. She is a
regular on the Cactus Tour and hopes to advance
through LPGA Qualifying which begins in August in Palm Springs.
“Everything with golf is sponsor driven - so
if you are known that really helps,” said Aho.
“Being on the show really helped open some
doors. Exposure is big in the world of golf.”
Aho said being on the television show also
helped her golf game. She is more confident,
more likely to take some chances and hopefully
that will result in some wins.
“Experiencing that kind of pressure was great
for me,” said the 26-year-old Aho. “I used to try
and play it kind of safe. But not anymore. I need
to start taking more chances.”
Being on the Big Break Florida show was a
big chance. Aho was eliminated fourth of the 12,
but still was around long enough to make some
money and improve her game.
Though Coleman was bounced fairly early
from the show it was a learning experience she
wouldn’t trade for anything.
“It was pressure every day and it was a lot of
fun,” she said. “It was a great place to learn how
to deal with that kind of pressure.”
Aho hopes that her improved play and the
exposure she received from being on the Golf
Channel’s show will line up some sponsors down
the road. Entry fees for tournament, airplane
tickets, rental cars and hotel rooms tend to add
up fairly quickly. In fact, it costs $2,500 just for
the first stage of the LPGA Qualifying School.
“Winning will help everything,” said Aho.
“And I got some great confidence from the TV
show that should help me get there. And hope-

Courtney Coleman from Rochester, Wash.
(above) helps during a junior clinic at the
Pepsi Northwest Women’s at Twin Lakes
Golf and Country Club in Federal Way;
Lindsay Aho (right) celebrates knocking
in a shot from 75 yards during the Pro-Am
part of the event; Aho and Coleman practice
their putting prior to the tournament (bottom left) while Coleman shows off her golf
bag she got for appearing on the Golf Challenge’s Big Break Florida (bottom right).
fully that will mean some sponsors.”
Aho is spending time on the Cactus and Canadian Women’s Tours. She does have a deal with
Jones Golf Bags out of Portland. And hopefully
more on the way. She hopes to make it through
LPGA Qualifying and either spend time next year
on the big tour or the Symetra Tour.
She proved her game is solid. She won the
2013 Pepsi Northwest Women’s Open and finished third this year.
“I just need to keep having good results and
hopefully things will work out,” she said.
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Home Course shines in the national
spotlight for USGA Women’s event

Fumie (Alice) Jo won the 2014 U.S. Women’s Amateur Public Links Championship, never trailing
in her 3-and-2 victory over Eun Jeong Seong at The Home Course and forever etching her name in
United States Golf Association history. Jo, 15, is the first USGA champion from the mainland of
the People’s Republic of China. She is the second-youngest champion in WAPL history, following
13-year-old Michelle Wie in 2003.
She is also the final winner in the 38-year history of the Women’s Amateur Public Links, as the
championship has been officially retired following completion of play at the Home Course in DuPont,
Wash. which played the part of the perfect host for the event.
The University of Washington had three players in the final 32 of the match play but Soonbin
Kim, Jennifer Yang and Eimi Koga all lost and failed to advance. Lucy Li, the 11-year-old darling
of the U.S. Women’s Open, advanced to match play from the qualifying but fell in the first round.
Jo receives a gold medal and custody of the Robert F. Dwyer Trophy for one year. She also receives exemptions into the next two U.S. Women’s Amateur Championships and the next two U.S.
Girls’ Junior Championships.
This was the final playing of the U.S. Women’s Amateur Public Links Championship. Beginning
in 2015, the USGA will conduct the U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball Championship, with the first
being held May 9-13 at Bandon Dunes in Oregon.

Fumie Jo from China won the final USGA Women’s Public Links event at the Home Course.
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Gamble Sands: First new public
course in NW in years opens up
For a new golf course, Gamble Sands might
seem to be a bit out of the way in Brewster, Wash.
- located in Northcentral Washington. But this is
a course that is worth the trip.
Gamble Sands, owned by the Gebbers Family, one of the world’s leading apple and cherry
producers, opened up for play in August and gave
the Northwest it’s first new golf course in years.
The course was designed by David McLay
Kidd, the same designer who did Bandon Dunes
and Tetherow. And for another local connection,
Pacific Northwest native Orrin Vincent has his OB
Sports Company managing the property.
This is a course which seems to have it all.
There are the views above the Columbia River,
the fescue turf, the large greens, the wide fairways and, of course, the weather in Northcentral

Washington is almost always terrific in the spring,
summer and fall.
“We are excited about this place and think that
people will really like it: said General Manager
Dave Christenson. “Hopefully this is a course that
will keep bringing people back for more.”
If you make the trip it will cost $130 to walk
Gamble Sands or $150 to ride. And you will find
a course that measures over 7,000 yards and has
fairways that welcome tee shots and greens that
measure between 6,500 and 16,000 square feet.
There are a variety of holes. There are driveable par-4 holes for the big hitters. There are blind
shots. There are dramatic par-3 holes. There is a
600-yard par-5. Gamble Sands is a course which
truly has it all.
Call 509.436.8323 for more information.
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Gamble Sands in Brewster, Wash. is the first new Pacific Northwest course to open in years.
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Everyone wants to and needs to be a wonderful driver of the golf ball. In my mind “the
driver” is the most important golf club in the
bag to better golf and more fun. It is every golfers dream to smash drives down the fairway. I
would like to give a few ideas how to enhance
your success with this “offensive weapon” to
add to your golf arsenal.		
Most golfers when asked what kind of shot
they hit with their driver or for that matter any
shot, they reply, “I just try to hit it straight.” I
believe hitting straight shots is too difficult to
achieve on any consistent basis. If you curve
the ball either way and somewhat master that
curve, you can use the whole fairway. This
concept gives the player rough line to rough line
or even tree line to tree line which is twice as
wide than attempting to hit it straight down the
middle. Contrary to popular belief the greatest
players in the world curve their shots. Most
also master one curve as a stock shot or a go
to shot.
Secondly, the set up with the driver (and all
clubs) is very key and important. Most players
come “over the top” of the proper plane of the
swing. The driver swing should be shallower or
more from the inside than any club in the bag,
because it is longer and teed up. This is the
case whether you draw or fade the ball.
You must create more tilt of the upper body
to the right at address to help enhance depth
to your golf swing. This tilt will help the player
from the “inside” on the downswing. Swinging “on plane” and coming from the inside is
very important to better driving of the golf ball.
Most players not only need more tilt to the right
at set up and a better swing plane from the
inside, they also need a stronger golf grip. The
stronger grip is more in the fingers in the left

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: Here are some ideas
about how to get that driver working

hand showing three knuckles on top of the left
hand. Perhaps show more of the logo of your
glove at address then match the angle of the
right hand with the left hand on the golf club.
• More tilt to the right at address
• Stronger grip
• Come from inside on the downswing
I’d like to share an effective tool to monitor
and help you come from the inside and swing
more on the proper downswing plane. This will
help your driving of the golf ball. Place a shaft
in the ground with a swimming noodle on the
end of it. Set your driver shaft on the noodle
and take your set up. (photo 1)
Back up about 3 inches away from the
noodle and then take one step forward toward
the target and place a tee. (photo 2) This is
where you will strike balls. Now make sure you
set up with tilt, a proper grip and come from
the inside swing under the shaft. Make several
practice swings then smash away. Hopefully
you will see a difference.
Jeff Coston is a former PGA Tour Player and
20-time Pacific Northwest PGA Player of the Year.
He can be reached at Semiahmoo for appointment
by calling 360.201.4590 or see www.jeffcoston.com.

Take your driver and make your set up.

Step back, and then place a tee where to hit.
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Rules of the Game: There are different
answers for embedded ball situations

Women’s golf: How
do you get your lady
involved in golfing?
Editor’s note: Becky Fossum will write
periodically for Inside Golf on women’s golf.
Please feel free to write her a question that
she would be more than happy to answer in a
future column.

Mike
Peluso
My ball plugged on impact. Do I have to play it?
Maybe, or maybe not. First, let’s look at Rule 25-2
(Embedded Ball). The Rule essentially says that you
can take relief from an embedded ball in a “closely
mown” area of the course. “Closely mown” means
“fairway height or less”. For all practical purposes,
we’re talking about fairways and greens, with a few
other possible areas of the course.
For a ball to be considered “embedded”, there
are a few conditions. It must be embedded in its own
pitchmark (not rolled into someone else’s), it must
have been caused by the impact of a ball that was
airborne, and it must break the plane of the soil. If
these conditions are met, you can take relief.
Is relief for an embedded ball the same as
Ground Under Repair or a burrowing animal hole?
No. There is no nearest point of relief + one clublength relief for an embedded ball. You may lift
the ball, clean it, and drop it as near as possible
to the pitchmark, no nearer the hole. And another
important thing to remember is that you can’t repair
the pitchmark until after you’ve made your stroke.
However, don’t forget that you can always repair a
pitchmark on the green, regardless of whose ball
caused it. So I’m out of luck if the ball embeds in
the rough? Not necessarily. The Rules allow a Local
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Rule whereby you may take relief for an embedded
ball in the rough. Most major events adopt the
Local Rule, but it must be written on the Notice to
Competitors for it to be in effect.
What if I’m playing at Chambers Bay, and the
Local Rule is in effect, and my ball embeds in one
of those huge sandy waste areas. Does that mean
I can take relief? I’m afraid not. The Local Rule specifically prohibits taking relief for a ball embedded
in sand, even if it’s not a bunker. And, of course,
you never get free relief for a ball embedded in a
bunker or in a water hazard.

What if my ball is embedded, but is unplayable
due to some other condition? Is Rule 25-2 a “get
out of jail free” option? No. As with obstructions
or abnormal ground conditions where you get free
relief, that free relief isn’t available if the ball is
unplayable due to some other condition.
Sorry. that’s just the way it goes with the rules
of golf sometimes.
Mike Peluso is a rules official with the USGA and
other organizations. He can be reached for questions at
mikepeluso@comcast.net.
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By Becky Fossum, LPGA
How do I get my wife, girlfriend or
daughter involved in golf?
Great question Rick, all women and
younger girl golfers need a few things
before they venture on the golf course.
Here’s a look at what would help get them
involved in the game of golf:
1) Look the part . . . Golf clothes, golf
shoes, gloves, visor, golf clubs
2) They want to "not be embarrassed.”
They want some "golf knowledge" . . .
Golf skill, golf etiquette, know the flow of
the day and what they will expect on the
driving range, golf course or golf corporate
tournament, how to drive a golf cart, how
to make a tee time, etc
3) They want "fun" and be with a friend
. . . Ladies are 100% in with a friend...less
embarrassed so "eyes" won't be focused
on just them. Ladies love to learn with a
friend by their side.
Next time you want your women in your
life to try golf buy them something "golfy,”
get them in a friendly golf ladies clinic and
most important get them to laugh with a
girlfriend.
Try it and this works.
Becky Fossum is an LPGA teaching professional. She can be reached at beckyfossumlpga@yahoo.com. You can also check her
web site out at
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Pierce team wins title
at Parent-Child event

The father-son team of Roger Pierce of
Oak Harbor, Wash. and Doug Pierce of Sedro
Woolley, Wash. came from behind to win in
a one-hole playoff the 6th Washington State
Parent-Child Championship. The 18-hole
championship consisted of both gross and net
competitions.
The championship was held on the Cascade
course at Gold Mountain Golf Club in Bremerton, Wash.
The Pierce’s struggled on the front nine,
making the turn at 1-over par, but turned it
around on the back nine with five birdies finishing at 4-under par 67 on the par-71 layout. Tied
at 4-under par after regulation with Matt Cassarino of Burien, Wash. and Pamela Hoffman
of Seattle, the Pierce’s then promptly birdied
the first playoff hole for the win.
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Rarick claims Pepsi Northwest Women’s Open
Former LPGA Tour player Cindy Rarick shot
a 69 to win the rain-shortened Pepsi Northwest
Women’s Open at Twin Lakes Golf and Country
Club in Federal Way, Wash.
Rarick, who works in the wine business and
lives in Leavenworth, was never in trouble during
her opening round as she shot the 3-under-par 69.
Rarick plays on the LPGA Legends Tour.
The second round of the tournament got
through nine holes before rain washed away the
rest of the tournament.
Rarick collected a check of $3,500 for winning the tournament. She also won $500 for being
the low senior of the tournament.
Katy Jarochowicz of Australia was second
with a 71 while defending champion Lindsay
Aho of Brush Prairie, Wash, was third with an
even-par 72. Kyla Inaba of Canada tied for fourth
with Sun Gyoung Park of South Korea at 73.
Stacy Blunt was low amateur with a 77.

Cindy Rarick (left) won the Pepsi NW Women’s Open; Defending champ Lindsay Aho finished third

Product review: I’m Caddy Dual is a convenient addition
By Bob Marlatt, Inside Golf Publisher
If you are one of those golfers who only wants
the distance to the center of the green and doesn’t
like fussing with a lot of buttons, then the I’m
Caddie Dual is right up your alley.
The folks at I’m Caddie, who previously
introduced the Pro and Tour models, now have
miniaturized the GPS range finder with the introduction of the I’m Caddie Dual – a voice and
display GPS range finder.
The thing I really like about the I’m Caddy
was the convenience. No need to carry the handheld GPS from the cart to your ball, no fiddling
with a bunch of buttons.
Like the other IMC models, the Dual announces the distance to the center of the green
(either male or female, your choice), but the Dual
has added a small LCD screen that can display

the distance as well. You have the options of
using voice or LCD or both.
Using the Dual is very simple: just turn it on a
few minutes before you tee off (it has automatic
course location) and select male or female voice,
yards or meters, and voice or LCD or both, and
when you get to the first tee the Dual will announce the hole number and the yardage. It’s
that simple! When you arrive at your ball just
push the ‘I’ button for the distance to the center
of the green. What could be easier?
Because the pins are being relocated often,
the Dual is programed to provide the distance to
the center of the green – it’s not hard to adjust
your club selection from there, be it back or front
position.
The Dual can be clipped on the cap, shirt or
belt, etc., but I preferred the convenience of the
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The folks at I’m Caddie, who previously introduced the Pro and Tour
models, now have miniaturized the
GPS range finder with the introduction of the I’m Caddie Dual – a voice
and display GPS range finder.
wristband (provided) – it was convenient without
distracting from my game.
The IMC Dual come with up-to-date preprogrammed 58,000 course maps from around
the world - 27, 000 in the USA.
List price for the IMC Dual is $169. For more
information go to Evergoing.net.

