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Some of the best golf resorts
in the country are in the NW
You don’t have to travel far if you want to see or
play some of the top golf resorts in the country. Places
like the Little Creek Casino Resort and its Salish Cliffs
Golf Club (right) have some of the top places to stay
and play in the country. For more, please see Inside
Golf’s special section inside.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF
		

Washington Open has
a new format: No cut

The Washington Open Invitational will
have a new format to show off this year
when the top professionals and amateurs
from the Pacific Northwest tee off at Meridian Valley Country Club in Kent May 19-21.
There will not be a cut for any of the players
in the field. The entire field will play all 54
holes for the 2014 tournament.
This marks the eighth time that Meridian
Valley has hosted the Washington Open
Invitational. The Washington Open Invitational dates back to 1922. Chris Griffin is
the defending champion having won the
tournament last year by two shots over
former Major League pitcher Erik Hanson.

2015 U.S. Open
plans roll along
Planning for the 2015 United States Open
at Chambers Bay is rolling right along. From
tickets to volunteers to parking, plans for the
first-ever U.S. Open to be held in the Pacific
Northwest are falling into place nicely. The U.S
Open will be held next June at Chambers Bay,
located in University Place.
And another plan has popped up at Chambers Bay as a Los Angeles developer has said
he would like to build a hotel and second golf
course on the site.
For more, see inside this section.

Palouse Ridge: Golf in Cougar country

Andres Gonzales sets
plans for charity event

The Pacific Northwest is home to some of
the top professional golf events on the different
tours. And the 2014 season will be no different
in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. The LPGA,
Champions Tour and Web.com Tour will all make
stops in the Pacific Northwest this year with a
variety of tournaments.
There is no PGA Tour event, but remember
in 2015 Chambers Bay will be the host site for
the United States Open. The first time the U.S.
Open will be played in the Northwest.
• On the LPGA Tour, the Portland Classic
is set for Aug. 28-31 at Columbia Edgewater
Country Club in Portland. The event moved from
Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club a year ago, back to its
original home at Columbia Edgewater.
• On the Champions Tour, the Boeing Classic
is set for its 10th year at the TPC Snoqualmie
Ridge on Aug,. 22-24. Hometown favorite Fred
Couples will be back again as will the top players
on the Champions Tour.
• On the Web.com Tour, the tour makes a pair
of stops in the Pacific Northwest this year including a tournament in the Portland area. The annual
Albertson’s Boise Open will be held July 17-20
at Hillcrest Country Club in Boise while a new
event, the WinCo Food Portland Open will take
place Aug. 21-24 at Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club
near Portland.

Pacific Northwest PGA Tour and Web.com
professional Andres Gonzales of Olympic will
host his third annual charity golf tournament
Aug. 18, 2014 at Tacoma Country and Golf
Club. in Tacoma.
The third annual Andres Gonzales Charity Golf Tournament will help raise funds for
Pancreatic Cancer and The First Tee of South
Puget Sound.
Gonzales started the charity tournament in
2011 and brought in several PGA Tour friends
for the one-day event. His PGA Tour friends
team up with local amateurs and raise money for
Pancreatic Cancer and The First Tee of South
Puget Sound.
For more information on the tournament and
how to play see the web site www.andresgonzalesgolf.com

Pepsi Women’s Open
is set for Twin Lakes
The Pepsi Northwest Women’s Open
will return to Twin Lakes Golf and Country
Club in Federal Way July 21-23 with a
three-day event featuring some of the top
women professionals and amateurs from
the Pacific Northwest - and beyond.
Lindsay Aho, a Washington native,
won last year’s tournament. She also
is part of the Golf Channel’s Big Break
Florida show which is airing episodes this
spring. The Pepsi Northwest Women’s
Open will feature a one-day Pro-Am followed by two days of stroke play.
For more information on the Pepsi
Northwest Women’s Open, call Twin
Lakes at 253.838.0432.

Rules Quiz
A player ball lies closely behind a mushroom growing in the turf on his line of play.
Prior to playing the ball, the player makes a
practice swing destroying the mushroom.
What is your ruling? See answer on Page
2 of this section.

Professional events
on the way to the
Northwest in 2014

Eastern Washington has an
award-winning golf course in
Palouse Ridge, which sits on the
campus of Washington State University (above). Northwest native,
the late John Harbottle (left) designed the course and will have
a tournament played in his honor
June 1 at Palouse Ridge (see inside
for more). Palouse Ridge has won
numerous awards and is one of the
top college campus golf courses in
the country. For more on Palouse
Ridge, see inside this section of
Inside Golf Newspaper.
TPC Snoqualmie Ridge will host Boeing Classic.
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Jeff Coston flips through the calendar pages
and can’t believe what he sees. Has it really been
20 years since he started his golf academy at
Semiahmoo Resort in Blaine, Wash.? Was it really all those years ago he took a bag of teaching
aids and planted himself at the end of the driving
range hoping to help people improve their golf
games? 20 years? Really?
Back in 1994, Coston ended his career on
the PGA and Ben Hogan Tours when he realized
that it was time to put family first. But he didn’t
want to give up his golf and sit behind a desk five
days a week from 9 to 5. He wanted to stay in
the golf business. He just needed to figure out
which direction to take.
That direction took him to Northwest Washington and Semiahmoo Resort. Since his wife
was a Seattle native and Coston himself graduated from Seattle University, he figured why not
set some golf roots in the area and see what
would happen. So he took his wife Diane and his
three kids and moved north from Florida back to
the Pacific Northwest.
Now, 20 years later, Coston is one of the
top teachers in the Pacific Northwest - and the
country for that matter. His Jeff Coston Golf
Academy has grown from a bag of teaching aids
to an indoor facility - complete with all the tricks
from teaching aids, to video to guest appearance
by some of the biggest names in golf teaching
like Mike Adams, Mike Bender, Mike Bennett,
Brian Mogg and Andy Plummer. He even has his
own web site www.jeffcoston.com.
“I played for two months in 1994 but felt like
the family was on critical care because I was
gone so much,” said Coston. “It was time to
make a decision. I wanted a thriving family and
the only way for that was to quit the tour and
get away from it all.”
Now don’t think that the 58-year-old Coston
has given up playing. Not a chance. This is a guy
who is a 20-time Pacific Northwest Player of the

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

20 years later at Semiahmoo, Coston
is still living out his own golfing dream
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Year for both the regular and senior divisions. He
has won 19 major championships in the Pacific
Northwest. He has won every senior tournament
he could since he turned the magic age of 50. He
has played in the U.S. Open, U.S. Senior Open,
PGA Championship and Senior PGA Championship. He nearly earned a fully exempt spot on the
Champions Tour this year, but still finished in the
top 10 and earned a Monday qualifying spot to
every tournament.
“I never wanted to put the golf career on
hold, I just wanted to take another direction,”
said Coston. “I’ve been able to do both - teach
and play. And I put family first and that was the
most important thing to me.”
Coston also was elected to the Pacific Northwest Golf Hall of Fame last year. “That was a
big honor,” he said.
Coston might look at his birth certificate
and see that he is 58. But he doesn’t feel like
it. In fact, at a recent doctor’s appointment, the
doc told Coston he has the body of someone
in their 30’s. Not bad for a guy who has three
kids, been married for over 37 years and has
four grandchildren.
As much as Coston loves playing, it is teaching which gives him plenty of satisfaction. He
works with everyone. Kids. Adults. Professionals. Amateurs. Hackers (OK, he worked with me
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Jeff Coston
a couple of times). Anyone is fair game when it
comes to working with Coston.
“I pursue teaching with as much passion as
my own game,” said Coston.
One day a while back, Coston got a call from
a woman in Canada saying she was 30 and had
played some college golf but wanted to play
on the LPGA Tour. She worked with Coston
diligently. In a year and a half Jennifer Greggain
made it to the LPGA Tour.
“I’ve got the best of all worlds,” said Coston.
“I wouldn’t give it up for anything. Teaching, golfing and family. This is the best.”

Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@
comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
The player incurs the general penalty for a
breach of Rule 13-2. You may not break anything
growing or fixed if it improves the lie, area of
intended stance or swing, or line of play. Considering the location of the mushroom relative to the
location of the ball, The player clearly improved
his area of intended swing and line of play. ( Rule
13-2 & Decision 13-2/0.5.)

Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien
for his insight on the rules and the questions and
answers.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Bandon Dunes set to open new putting course in May;
Boeing Classic looks for volunteers for 2014 tourney
Bandon Dunes continues to open up new golf.
Situated next to the first tee at Pacific Dunes, The
Punchbowl is a 150,000-square-foot, 18-hole
putting course designed by Tom Doak with Jim
Urbina.
Here they’ve built a stand-alone course that’s
fun to play with friends either between rounds or
to celebrate the end of your day. The Punchbowl
is complimentary for resort guests and will be
open for play beginning May 20.
Make The Punchbowl part of your next trip
to Bandon Dunes. Call 1.800.742.0172 to make
a reservation.

Boeing Classic looks for volunteers

The Boeing Classic is excited to announce that
the event has officially opened 2014 Volunteer
Registration. As a tournament volunteer you will
be a part of one of the most unique experiences
in sports. You’ll play an integral role in staging
the region’s premier golf event, experience the
camaraderie of working alongside a terrific team,
and showcase the passion and generosity of this
community.
We are especially excited to ring in 2014 as
we look forward to celebrating the tournament’s
10th Year. What started in 2005 as the newest
sporting event in Seattle and on the Champions
Tour has grown in to one of the most anticipated
events of the year. As an ambassador of the Boeing Classic, tournament volunteers are critical
to our success, helping to support 81 legendary
Pros, more than 80,000 spectators, new and returning sponsors and the tournament operations
effort with unparalleled dedication and positive
attitude.
In just nine years, the Boeing Classic has become a week that the TOUR players look forward
to each year while also raising nearly $5 million
for local charities, including the Benaroya Research Institute at Virginia Mason, The First Tee
and more. It would be impossible to sustain and
improve upon such high expectations without the
hard work and ‘can do’ attitude exhibited by our
volunteer base.
The 2014 Boeing Classic will take place August 18-24 at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge. All new
tournament volunteers will receive a package
valued at $300, which includes two golf shirts, a
jacket, headwear, tournament admission passes,
meal vouchers and more. Specific details of the
volunteer package and committee descriptions
are listed on BoeingClassic.com.

Hickory event at Meadow Park

ExploreOregon Passport offers discounts

From the Oregon Coast, to the high desert
of Central Oregon and across the Cascades to
the Willamette Valley and greater Portland area,
great golf gems are available everywhere across
the state of Oregon. Now, you can experience a
variety of courses across the region and save on
greens fees with the 2014 ExploreOregonGolf
Passport.
By purchasing the ExploreOregonGolf Passport, you can play up to 57 different courses in
Oregon & SW Washington at discounted rates.
For $30 or less, Passport holders will be able to
play 18 holes (every deal includes a cart!) at these
different courses. Some stipulations do apply.
For OGA members, it’s $129. If you aren’t a
member of the OGA, it’s $179 for the Passport,
which includes an OGA membership and its benefits. You can purchase your 2014 Passport and
check out the Passport FAQ at shop.exploreoregongolf.com. You can also email the OGA at
passport@oga.org or call the main office at (503)
981-4653 for questions.

because it’s based on your best 10 scores and it’s
a reflection of your potential, not your average
score or strokes over par. Some golf courses, especially in Europe, require proof of golf handicap
before letting you on the course.
For more information on the WSGA membership, see www.thewsga.org.

Sign up now for Golf Fore Red

The time is now for women golfers to register
for the 2014 Golf Fore Red™ tournament. Another sellout is expected for this year’s “event
for a cause,” according to Jane Simmons, Golf
Fore Red president and tournament director. See
the web site www.golfforeed.com to sign up.
This year’s tournament, scheduled for Saturday, July 26 at The Golf Club at Redmond
Ridge.
Women of all golfing abilities are invited to
participate and may register for the scrambleformat tournament as individuals or in groups.
The $150 player fee includes a continental
breakfast, range balls, green fee, cart, awards
luncheon, prizes and a goody bag of gifts from
various donors and supporters.

WSGA offers introductory membership

If you have never had a handicap before, the
Washington State Golf Association is offering
a deal you might want to look into. For $39.95
you can become a WSGA member and get all the
benefits that come with it.
The big thing is you will get a USGA handicap
index. Plus there are other offers you can get as
well, including Pacific Northwest Golfer Magazine, the chance to play private courses, play in
WSGA championships and other benefits
It’s a great incentive to improve your game:

Meadow Park Golf Course in Tacoma will be
the site for the second annual Vintage Hickory
Invitational golf tournament set for Saturday May
31, 2014 with a 8:30 a.m. shotgun.
This is an event which celebrates old school
golf with the players wearing old-time outfits and
swinging hickory shafted golf clubs. There will
be two divisions, a hickory division and a Bobby
Jones Division for Pre-1975 irons/persimmon
woods. All participants must dress in the late
1800’s to early 1900’s attire.
Cost for the tournament is $60 walking or $75
if you would like a cart.
For more information contact Durel Billy
at 253.830.4496 or email at durelbilly@yahoo.
com.
The event is a fundraiser for youth golf programs at Meadow Park Golf Course.

Cascade Golfer Players Card has deals

Cascade Golfer Magazine has announced that
its 2014 Players Card will be available starting
this month. The best place is to buy one on line
at www.cascadegolfer.com/players.
The card retails for $452 but will be sold for
$199 online. The rounds on the card include
Salish Cliffs, Apple Tree, Port Ludlow, The
Cedars at Dungeness, Highlander, Mount Si and
Leavenworth. The card also includes a bucket of
balls at Puetz Golf Range.
The card expires Dec. 31, 2014 and there are
some restrictions associated with the rounds.
InsideGolfNewspaper.com

West Seattle Golf Course correction

Inside Golf had some wrong numbers for West
Seattle in our recent NW Golf Guide issue. The
course is 6,805 yards, with a slope of 131 and
rating of 71.7. Web site is www.premiergc.com
for West Seattle Golf Course.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Emerald Valley team wins
Northwest Pro-Assistants
The team from Emerald Valley GC with Head
PGA Professional Todd O’Neal and Assistant
Professional Colin Inglis won the Pro-Assistant
Championship at Royal Oaks Country Club in
Vancouver, Wash. after a one-hole playoff.
They won against the team from Semiahmoo
G&CC with Head PGA Professional Brett Eaton
and Assistant Professional Trevin Williams. The
two teams had a two day total of 133, 11 under
par for the Four-Ball competition.
 	 There was a four way tied for third place.
They were the teams from Astoria G&CC (John
Kawasoe and Mark Keating), Linden G&CC,
(Will Styler and Ben Nelson), Meriwether National GC (Tom Carey and Mark Keating) and
Tacoma Firs Golf Center (Todd Erwin and Derek
Barron).
 	 The Pro-Assistant Championship is a twoman team competition with one head golf professional and their assistant golf professional
playing a four-ball competition. A field of 61
teams took part in the tournament.

NW home to U.S. Open qualifying

Representing the start of an exciting and
dramatic process in which thousands of golfers
from around the world will pursue the title of
America’s national champion, the United States
Golf Association announced local qualifying
sites for the 2014 U.S. Open Championship. The
U.S. Open will be contested at Pinehurst Resort
& Country Club’s Course No. 2 June 12-15.
Local qualifying, conducted over 18 holes
at 111 sites in 42 states, will take place between
May 2-19. In the Pacific Northwest, Royal Oaks
Country Club in Vancouver will be on site for
qualifying on May 5 while Tumble Creek at
Sunacadia Resort in Cle Elum will host another
on May 14. The top finishers from the local qualifiers will advance to sectional qualifying with the
top finishers advancing to the U.S. Open.

Those players who advance out of local qualifying will compete in sectional qualifying, which
will be conducted over 36 holes at 10 U.S. sites
on June 2. For the 10th consecutive year, Japan
and England will host international sectional
qualifying, both scheduled for May 26.

Rounds in 2013 drop in U.S.

The rounds played at golf courses in the
United States for 2013 dropped by 4.9 percent
compared to the rounds for 2012, according to
the National Golf Foundation.
Rounds played had slipped slightly for five
consecutive years before the 5.7 spike in golf
rounds for the 2012 season, which officials
largely attributed to mild weather.

Kevin Rini wins Evans Scholarship

Kevin Rini, a senior at Seattle’s Nathan Hale
High School, has been selected as one of four
students in the Pacific Northwest to be awarded
a Chick Evans Caddie Scholarship. He first enrolled in a First Tee program at age 9, and is the
first participant from The First Tee of Greater
Seattle to be designated an Evans Scholar.

Kemper honors Chambers Bay

Chambers Bay Golf Course announced today
that they have been honored by KemperSports as
the Facility of the Year. General Manager Matt
Allen accepted the honor during KemperSports’
annual awards dinner at Royal Melbourne Country Club in Long Grove, Ill.
 	 The Facility of the Year honor is given annually to the golf course that strongly demonstrates
the team’s commitment to KemperSports’ values
and commitment to providing “Best in Class”
experiences for their guests. The golf course is
also recognized for innovation and creativity and
its impact in the community.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties

PGA Tour
• Ben Crane • Portland • 116th on the list with $262,197
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 61st on the list with $600,173
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • No cuts made
• Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • 90th on the list with $381,739
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 6th on the list with $2,086,504
• Alex Prugh• Spokane • No cuts made
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 140th on the list with $189,166
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 159th on the list with $147,293
Web.com Tour
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 27th on the list with $27,555
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 69th on the list with $10,346
` • Andrew Putnam •Tacoma • 5th on the list with $134,375
• Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 30th on the list with $26,834
Champions Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 2nd on the list with $497,500
• Rick Fehr • Seattle • 77th on the list with $14,355
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 86th on the list with $9,825
• Brian Henninger • Eugene • 63rd on the list with $19,985
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 104th on the list with $3,152
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 5th on the list with $323,190
LPGA Tour
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • No events
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • No events
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • No cuts made
LPGA Symetra Tour
• Lindsay Aho • Brush Prairie • No events
• Amy Eneroth • Spokane • No events
• Jessi Gebhardt • Bellingham • No events
• Sadena Parks • Spanaway • 12th on the list with $5,276
• Renee Skidmore • Everett • No events
• Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • 64th on the list with $1,364
• Christy Yun • Tacoma • No events

Did you know….
• You can establish your handicap with the WSGA
with just five scores. And once you have established
your handicap, you can post
your scores on the GHIN
app, a free app for your
smartphone or tablet (just
search “GHIN” in the app
store or Android market).

• On sale now at the Oregon Golf Association website,
the ExploreOregonGolf Passport is the
area’s best value for
golf in the region. With
more than 50
participating golf
courses, the Explore
Oregon Passport gets
you golf and a cart at more than 50 participating courses
(including public, private & resort courses) for no more than
$30. For more information see the web site www.oga.org.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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2015 U.S. Open right on course;
Chambers Bay might get changes

The 2015 United States Open at Chambers Bay is rolling right along with all of its plans. Volunteer signup is selling out, tickets sales are up and running, corporate sponsorship are well ahead of
the expected pace and parking and shuttle plans are coming together. In fact, the 2015 United States
Open is expected to be so popular that the USGA is expected to set up the most grandstands it ever
has for a U.S. Open and corporate sales might be sold out in record time.
In fact, plans are so good that rail service to Chambers Bay is expected to help get spectators to
the course and volunteer sign-ups could near 8,000 when it’s all said and done. The event will only
need around 4,500 for the tournament.
And that’s not all that is happening at Chambers Bay. A Southern California developer named
Sonnenblick Development has told Pierce County that it would like to build a 220-room hotel and
add a second golf course to the Chambers Bay site. Pierce County gave the company until mid June
to finalize plans and show it has money in place to make it happen. Any of that development would
not start until after the 2015 U.S. Open.
The developer Bob Sonnenblick said another part of the plan is for some retail shops and restaurant
pavilion to be located near the waterfront. Robert Trent Jones Jr., who designed Chambers Bay, has
been hired to design the proposed second course. Sonnenblick said he estimates the project would
cost about $120 million for the hotel and the new golf course.
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Photo by Scott Bisch
There could be plenty of changes soon at Chambers Bay including a new hotel and golf course.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Award-winning course on campus at WSU
is the site for some big-time tournaments

There is plenty to like about Palouse Ridge,
the John Harbottle III-designed course that took
the place of the old nine-hole campus course at
Washington State University.
When the course opened in 2008, the awards
rolled in quickly. Palouse Ridge was named
among the top new courses to open that year as
well as becoming a fixture on the top courses list
in the state of Washington.
And as a result, the course is a place where
big tournaments go. Palouse Ridge has hosted the
Washington State Men’s Amateur, U.S. Public
Links and U.S. Amateur qualifying, the Pac-12
Women’s Championship and the NCAA Men’s
Division 1 Regional.
In 2014 the course will host the PNGA Men’s
Amateur and in 2015,will be the site of the Pac12 Men’s Championship.
Palouse Ridge is sprawled throughout the
rolling hills and offers some of the best views
you will see. The course plays to 7,308 yards
from the tips but there are tees for every level
of golfer. The elevated tee boxes from virtually
every hole presents great views of the fairways
as well as the surrounding Palouse scenery.
There are straight holes, doglegs and fairways
with slopes. There are greens with speed and
slope. And don’t forget about the water, sand and
wetlands which all come into play.
Green fees are $99 for non-residents and $50
for golfers who live within 40 miles of the course.
Annual passes are also available for $2,000 or a
couple or family for $2,600.
With a variety of prices and an even more
variety of golf holes, Palouse Ridge has it all.
For more, see www.palouseridge.com.

Palouse Ridge dedicates
event, hole to Harbottle

Pacific Northwest native and golf course
designer John Harbottle III created a masterpiece when he did his work at Palouse Ridge.
And when he passed away in 2012, the course
decided to make sure that golfers knew who
was responsible for the course.
Palouse Ridge has created a Tournament
called the John Harbottle III Pro-Am in his
honor as well as dedicating the 15th hole at
the course in his memory.
The John Harbottle III Pro-Am is set for
June 1 at Palouse Ridge and features Pro-Am
teams with a format of one gross and two net
balls per team. There will be practice rounds
available, a hosted cocktail party, putting contest and hole-in-one prizes. The total purse is
$25,000 with $4,000 going to the first-place
professional. Entry fee is $150 for professionals and $250 for amateurs. For information call
Palouse Ridge at 509.335.4342.
Palouse Ridge also dedicated the par-4 15th
hole on the course to Harbottle. The 15th hole
has just about everything Palouse Ridge is
known for and was one of Harbottle’s prized
holes on the course. There are 360-degree visuals from countless vantage points on the course
and Harbottle himself said that it could be his
favorite short par-4 in all of golf. Harbottle died
in May of 2012 while working on a project in
California but his memory remains at Palouse
Ridge. Website: Palouseridge.com

Palouse Ridge has been named among the top college campus golf courses in the United States.

Hole #11 at Palouse Ridge offers panoramic views of the surrounding rolling hills.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Evans Scholar Foundation picks
Oregon for new scholarship house;
Pacific Amateur has deal for you
The Evans Scholars Foundation has selected
the University of Oregon as the site for a Scholarship House, the first of its kind in the Pacific
Northwest.
“We are delighted to welcome these promising
scholars into our campus community, and we are
deeply appreciative of the Western Golf Association’s recognition of the transformative power
of higher education,” said University of Oregon
President Michael Gottfredson. “Expanding access to the highest-quality educational experience
is central to our academic mission.” Scholarship
House to be established by the Western Golf
Association in 27 years. The University of Oregon was selected to join 14 other universities
nationwide.
Evans Scholars must have worked as caddies
for at least two years and are selected based on a
combination of need and merit. The scholarship
will provide tuition and housing for up to 50.
The university has been an Evans Scholars site
since David Gault became the first Evans Scholar
at the UO in the class of 1960. The university currently has 12 Evans Scholars. In 2015, the Evans
Scholars Program at the University of Oregon
will begin expanding to an eventual 50 scholars
and will provide housing in Eugene for all UO
Evans Scholars. Each Evans Scholars award is
valued at $70,000 over four years and the total
scholarship commitment for a four-year cohort
of UO Evans Scholars will be approximately
$3.5 million. Scholarship recipients who will
live together as they pursue their degrees.
Each year, the Washington State Golf Association (WSGA), Oregon Golf Association (OGA),
Pacific Northwest Golf Association (PNGA) and

Western Golf Association (WGA) Directors conduct two first-class fundraising events consisting
of a day filled with golf during which current
Evans Scholars caddie for participants, gourmet
dinner, and upscale silent and live auction items.

Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club in Federal
Way, Wash. and Kitsap Golf and Country Club
in Bremerton have joined up to give their owner
members some added value and services within
their clubs.
New for 2014, both clubs have added a “Members Plus” package in which owner members
at Kitsap and Twin Lakes can play unlimited
golf with no extra fees while playing golf at the
partnering club. In addition, owner members of
both clubs will enjoy the services, discounts and
charging privileges offered at their respective
Clubs. It’s like being a member at two clubs for
the price of one.
“We are always looking for added value in
our memberships - and this is a great way to
thank our owners for hanging in there during
the tough times,” said Dave Plumb, General
Manager at Twin Lakes. “Both clubs are really

looking to give back to their memberships with
this concept.”
“The clubs wanted to give their members
additional options when it comes to playing
golf - and we have done this,” said Plumb. “Both
clubs are close enough (less than an hour’s drive)
so it really makes the program worth it. It also
allows us to blend our event calendars to give
each owner more of what they want.”
“Here at Kitsap, like Twin Lakes, we are
always trying to add value to our stock membership. Kitsap partnering with Twin Lakes allows
us to do that. Often during our marketing and
membership recruiting efforts we are told by
prospective members “I like to play different
clubs” and this is the answer these golfers are
looking for,” said Sean Muldoon, Trustee of
Kitsap Golf and Country Club.
For information, call (253) 838-0432

Central Oregon Shootout set April 25-27

The 12th annual Central Oregon Shootout is
set for April 25-27 at Aspen Lakes, Eagle Crest
Resort and Black Butte Ranch. The three-day
tournament features two-player teams playing in
three different formats which include best-ball,
scramble and chapman.
Team entry fee is $580 and includes green
fees, carts, rangeballs, continental breakfast,
lunch and a merchandise payout.
Six different divisions will take part in the
tournament including a gross, four net and a
ladies division. For more information, contact
Rob Malone at Aspen Lakes Golf Course at
541.549.4653.

Pacific Amateur has deals for event

The 2014 Lithia Pacific Amateur Golf Classic will be held Sept. 20-25 at some of the top
courses in Central Oregon. The 18th annual tournament is the largest running amateur tournament
in the West.
Limited $999 packages are available through
April 30 which include tournament entry fee,
lodging and a complimentary practice round at
Sunriver’s Meadows or Woodlands courses and
a discounted round at Crosswarer.
For information, call 888.425.3976 or visit
www.pacamgolf.com.

Club news: Twin Lakes, Kitsap
find way to add to memberships
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City of Kent not sure what to do
with Riverbend’s Par-3 course

For years, Riverbend Golf Complex in Kent has been made up of an 18-hole championship,
course, driving range, merchandise center and a par-3 golf course. The nine-hole par-3 course has
been an affordable and popular short course for a variety of golfers through the years.
But with rounds of golf not what they used to be, the City of Kent is looking for ways to save
some money at Riverbend - and they have talked about selling the par-3 golf course. It’s a difficult
decision and the city knows the bottom line is you never like to lose a golf course. In fact, the city
of Sumner shut down its Sumner Meadows Golf Course last fall and sold the property.
The players who have played the Riverbend par-3 course for years are looking for ways to work
with the city and save the course. Kent’s par-3 course has experienced a decrease of a little more
than 20 percent in annual number of rounds played. A group has been formed called the Committee
To Save The Par-3 and they would like to see the course included into its more sustainable parks
system. They welcome the possibility of a vendor perhaps operating the city-owned course.
No timetable has been set on the future of the Riverbend par-3 course. The city is looking at a
variety of options. Stay tuned.

Changes taking place at Discovery Bay
In 2004, golf course architect Michael Asmundson and Nicolas Hurtado purchased Chevy
Chase Golf Course, the 18-hole course at Port
Townsend, Wash., from the Bailey family of Port
Townsend. The name was changed to Discovery
Bay and Asmundson, who earlier had designed
the second nine holes for the Baileys, set out to
improve the original nine that was built in the
1920s. He tweaked the layout with a new second
hole and some new greens and tees. The course,
however, was without the necessary funds to fix
some of the drainage problems that persisted
around the course.
That all changed in August of last year when
Nicolas Hurtado bought out Asmundson's share
and now owns the course completely with his
two sons, Tomas and Nicolas Jr.
Nicolas Hurtado, who lives in the South
American country of Chile, is no stranger to the
golf business as he has built some championship
golf resorts near Chile's capital of Santiago,
including the country's first public course.
Since taking full control of Discovery Bay the

Hurtado family has invested more than $300,000
in the course, most by purchasing new equipment
such as a new Toro fairway mower, aerator, a
greens mower and a new John Deere ProGator
with a Turfco top-dresser attachment.
Course General Manager, Randy White, flew
to Chile in November to meet with the Hurtados
and present a detailed proposal to improve the
course's playability. Improvements were started
immediately and the most problematic drainage
areas on the seventh and 13th holes have already
been addressed. The course's maintenance shop is
being remodeled and the greens have been fertilized, fairways and rough have been top-dressed,
new tees are under construction on holes two
and nine while the eighth tee is being doubled
in size.
While the improvements will be ongoing, the
2014 golf season will see a new look for the Port
Townsend course that will make visitors want to
come back. The 18-hole course plays to 6,641
yards from the back tees with a slope of 124 and
an index of 71.0.
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Seattle Golf Show
shows what’s new
for ‘14 golf season

It was like one big golf, travel and outdoor
party at the CenturyLink Events Center when
the Seattle Golf and Travel Show opened its
doors for its three-day show.
Thousands and thousands of golfers as
well as travel and outdoor enthusiasts strolled
through the walkways of the center to see what
is new for 2014.
For golfers, it was a goldmine. There was
a chance to see the new equipment the top
manufacturers had to order for the upcoming
season and also the chance to see what the
courses are up to - including the newest one,
Gamble Sands, which will open in August in
Brewster, Wash. There was also a travel element and outdoor part of the show as well over
the three days.

• IN THE NEWS •
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Happy Spring all you amazing golfers. I wish
everyone a wonderful year of golf success and
improvement in 2014. I know I am planning on
making this year very memorable on the golf
course.
I have spent much time with world-class
teachers over my golf career and much has
rubbed off on me. I'd like to share a "myth
buster" I have learned from some amazing
instructors.
Most golfers have been told to "shift" their
weight. Even their lower body weight. (photo
1) This may work for some players but definitely not for all. This lower body work would
be for a "two post" golfer. It could be called a
"right" and "left post" player.
Players lower body can be a "center post"
player. (photo 2) I am a "center post" player.
This is how my body naturally works. I remember being told early on to shift my weight
and get behind the ball. I worked very hard at
doing this, but it wasn't my "bio swing."
Some players are "one post" golfers. They
have great success pivoting their left leg and
tilting more left throughout the swing. I have
found if more players would stay more centered as they turned or pivoted they would
hit the golf ball more solid and compress their
irons better.
Take a look at Tiger Woods. (photo 3)
See if you can something like that work. Test
yourself with a shaft on your thighs. Stay
somewhat centered with your head and turn
the lower body; see what happens. Ten degrees of foot flare would help most golfers.
Take the test and give me a call.

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: You don’t necessarily
have to shift, you can be ‘center post’

Jeff Coston is a 20 time Pacific Northwest
Player of the Year. He is a former PGA Tour
Player and a member of the PGA Hall of Fame.
Jeff can be reached for appointment by calling
Semiahmoo at 360 201 4590. See jeffcoston.
com for more on instruction and lessons.

Photo #2

Photo #1

Photo #3
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Oki Golf has programs
for golfers of all abilities

The 2014 golf season is here and Oki Golf is
committed to making it easy to play more golf
this year. What kind of golfer are you going to be
in 2014? From golf addict to weekend warrior,
Oki Golf has a program or plan to fit all golfers.
All products on the Players Card platform are
suited to accommodate your golf needs at a great
value; designed to fit even the tightest of golf
budgets. The Oki Golf Spring 3-packs will help
get your season started and if your plans include
joining a golf club to maximize your golf without
a lot of travel, Oki has courses from Olympia to
Mukilteo, all with a variety of membership options. Check out Okigolf.com for all the details
and while you are there, set up a profile, make
a tee time and invite your buddies to join your
foursome.
If you find yourself like the rest of us and you
get to play golf when your honey-do list is done,
Oki Golf has you covered there as well. Just call
any of the 7 Oki Golf public courses and if they
can’t accommodate you at the course of your
choosing they can make a reservation for you
on the spot at one of their other courses. If you
are a last minute golfer and looking to play by
yourself, all Oki Golf courses use standby lists
each day to make sure to get walk up golfers on
the course. Visit the Oki Golf website at okigolf.
com for course locations, directions and phone
numbers.
Lastly did you draw the short straw and find
yourself the organizer of your weekend golf
group or league? Are you looking to get together
with a group of friends to play some golf or wanting to raise some money for your children’s sports
teams, Oki Golf suggests trying out Tournament
Solutions. The software package includes a website, online payment and registration and most
importantly, all at no risk or cost to the organizer.
For groups from 16 to 144, give Oki Golf a
call at 1-877-GOLF-OKI or via email at tournaments@okigolf.com and let Oki take care of the
details.
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Question: My ball has ended up in a
place where it’s impossible for me to play
it. Now what?
You have a situation that is called Ball
Unplayable in The Rules of Golf. It’s Rule
28. First, a little background is in order
about the basics of a ball that’s unplayable.
First of all, you can declare a ball unplayable anywhere on the course, except in a
water hazard. Secondly, only you the player
can declare a ball unplayable. In fact, if you
suggest to another player on the course
that he should take an unplayable, you get
a two-stroke penalty under Rule 8-1 for
giving advice!
So, what are my options if it is unplayable
in a water hazard?
“Unplayable” doesn’t even apply in a
water hazard. You merely must proceed
under the water hazard Rule, taking the
appropriate one-stroke penalty for getting
out.
And if my ball is unplayable other than in
a water hazard, what are my options?
Take a look at the picture. The player has
teed off, and he declares the ball unplayable
at the base of the tree. You see that he has
three options. Option A is to take a ball and
replay from where he made his previous
stroke – stroke and distance – which, in
this case, is the teeing ground. Option B
is to drop a ball along a line extending from
the hole through the spot where his ball is
unplayable, and go back as far as he wants.
He can drop a ball anywhere along that line
behind the ball. Option C allows him to drop
a ball within two club-lengths of the spot
where his ball is unplayable, no nearer the
hole. All three options entail a one-stroke
penalty.

Mike
Peluso

Rules of the Game: There are always
options when it comes to an unplayable

What if my ball is unplayable in a bunker?
All three options are still available to you,
except that if you proceed under Option B
or C, your ball must remain in the bunker
after taking relief. If you want to get your
ball out of that bunker, your only option is
Option A – stroke-and-distance.

A few other things to remember: You
don’t have to drop your original ball when
taking an unplayable, even if it’s readily
recoverable. Also, sometimes your unplayable ball might be in such deep junk
that Option C might keep you in the junk.
Sometimes both Option B and Option C
won’t get you out of an unplayable situation,
and your only option is Option A. You need
to be careful about deciding to try and be a
hero and play the shot from a very difficult
lie. You just need to remember that, if you
whiff the ball or barely move it, your spot
now for Option A is where you tried to play
that stroke from, which might effectively
wipe out all three options. Not good!

Mike Peluso is a rules official with the
USGA, PNGA and other organizations. He
can be reached at mikepeluso@comcasrt.
net
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Husky junior
Pan qualifies for
‘14 British Open

Washington junior Cheng-Tsung Pan has
qualified for the British Open by tying for
second at the Open Qualifying Series – Thailand Event at the Amata Spring Country Club.
Pan finished the 36-hole event at 4-under par
to join three others in advancing to Royal
Liverpool. The British Open will be played
July 17-20, 2014.
Pan will advance to his second major
championship, a year after finishing tied for
45th at the U.S. Open at Merion. This year
the British Open will be played for the 143rd
time, the of the oldest championship in golf.
Pan shot two rounds of 2-under-par 70 to earn
the spot at the British Open.
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