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Three Huskies in the running
for 2013 Ben Hogan Award
The University of Washington men’s golf team has three
golfers on the watch list for the 2013 Ben Hogan Award
for top college golfer, including Chris Williams (pictured
right). The others on the list are Cheng-Tsung Pan and
Trevor Simsby. See inside for more on these University
of Washington golfers.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF

The U.S. Open countdown is on

		

Northwest Women’s
Open will make a
return to Twin Lakes

Some of the top women club professionals
from around the country will converge at Twin
Lakes Golf and Country Club in Federal Way
for the Northwest Women’s Open.
The three-day event will be held July 15-17
and will feature top women club professionals
and as well as some of the top women amateurs
from around the Pacific Northwest. The event
is open to both professionals and amateurs.
The purse for the event will be $20,000
with $4,000 going to the winner of the 2013
event.
The tournament will feature the Nike Pro-Am
to kick off the three-day event. The Monday
Nike Pro-Am will include many of the professionals from the tournament playing with a team
of three amateur partners.
The Northwest Women’s Open comes on
the heels of Twin Lakes hosting the Washington
State Golf Association’s Women’s Amateur in
June, and many of the top amateurs in the event
will be invited to take part in the Northwest
Women’s Open as well.
The event will also feature the Cusack Cup,
a competition between U.S. and international
players playing in a Ryder Cup-style format
before the Pro-Am.
For more information on the tournament,
call Twin Lakes a 253.838.0345.

C. Oregon Shootout is
back with April event
Looking for one of the top team events in
the Pacific Northwest? The Central Oregon
Shootout just might be your answer. The 10th
annual Central Oregon Shootout is set for April
27-29 at Aspen Lakes, Eagle Crest Resort and
Black Butte Ranch Resort.
The three-day event will offer six divisions
including two ladies divisions, four net divisions
for men and one open division.
There will be a different format during each
day of play, starting with a two-person scramble,
the first day, a Best-Ball the second day and a
Chapman the final day.
Cost is $580 for the team and includes
greens fees, carts, range balls, tee gift, lunch,
continental breakfast and more,
For more information call 541.549.4653 or
5431.595.1292 or 541.504.3877.

Rules Quiz
A player’s ball mark lies on the putting
green when his fellow competitor asked
him to move it while he putts. The player
obliges him and moves the mark. When it
was the player’s turn to play he forgot to
replace the ball marker in the original spot.
By mistake the ball the player placed in
front of his marker was not the ball he hit
to the green. The player makes his next
putt. Now what? See answer on Page 2 of
this section of Inside Golf Newspaper.
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The countdown for the 2015 United States Open at Chambers Bay near Tacoma
keeps on going. The course, which hosted the U.S. Amateur in 2010, has finished
up all of its planned changes for the 2015 United States Open. Above, the 7th green
complex was modified and lowered to accept more shots. To take a look at what is new
at Chambers Bay and all of its changes, please see the story and photos inside.

USGA plans to
scrap both men’s,
women’s public
links tournaments

The United States Golf Association
(USGA) announced that it will drop both the
USGA Men’s and USGA Women’s Public
Links Championships after the finish of the
2014 golf season.
The USGA also introduced two new championships, the first national championships to
be added to the USGA’s competition roster in
more than 25 years. The addition of the U.S.
Amateur Four-Ball Championship and the
U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball Championship, which will be played annually between
mid-March and late May with the inaugural
events scheduled for 2015.
The last time the USGA added a national
championship for individual golfers was in
1987 with the creation of the U.S. Women’s
Mid-Amateur Championship.
The USGA also announced the retirement
of the U.S. Amateur Public Links (APL) and
U.S. Women’s Amateur Public Links (WAPL)
championships, following the completion of
the 2014 competitions. The decision follows
an internal review which determined that the
APL and WAPL championships no longer
serve their original mission because of the
widespread accessibility public-course golfers
today enjoy in USGA championships.
The U.S. Amateur Public Links was first
played in 1922, and is the fourth-oldest championship conducted by the USGA. The APL
was established to provide public golfers with
access to a national championship because,
at that time, the U.S. Amateur Championship
was restricted to players from USGA Member
Clubs. The U.S. Women’s Amateur Public
Links was established in 1977, for the same
reason as the APL. In 1979, however, the
USGA modified the entry requirements for
the U.S. Amateur and U.S. Women’s Amateur
championships to allow entry to public-course
players.

Jacobsen decides to put the ‘13
Umpqua Bank Challenge on hold

Peter Jacobsen was hoping his Umpqua Bank Challenge would be
the start of bigger and better things. But after what he saw in 2012 at
the Reserve near Portland when he brought the event back, Jacobsen
has decided to put the Umpqua Bank Challenge on hiatus for 2013.
Jacobsen said he will consider various options for 2014, but after
struggling to lure sponsors and fans in 2011 and 2012, he is unsure
what form an event would take.
“We didn’t have as big a turnout as we sought, and our corporate
sales were disappointing,” Jacobsen told The Oregonian. “I’m going
to re-evaluate the event, and take a year off see what event, if any,
we should have in ’14.”
Peter Jacobsen Sports has run a men’s golf event in Oregon every
year since 1986, when he started the Fred Meyer Challenge, a bestball team tournament that routinely drew the biggest names on the
PGA Tour. When Fred Meyer ended its sponsorship after the 2002
staging, Jacobsen brought in the Jeld-Wen Tradition, a Champions
Tour major, which ran four years at The Reserve in Aloha, then four
more in Sunriver.

Photo by Scott Bisch
Peter Jacobsen will put the 2013 Umpqua Bank Challenge on hiatus.
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Dan Tachell has been involved with Carnation Golf Course, just east of Seattle, in one
way shape or another since 1977. The course
has always been a popular place for golfers
in suburban Seattle with its playable layout,
affordable green fees and good playing conditions.
But a couple of years ago, the course
suffered through the pains of an economic
downturn in the golf business and was forced
to shut down. The course was put on the
market but there were no takers.
Carnation Golf Course sat .... and sat ....
and sat some more. But finally, Redmond businessman Reza Yasseri rescued the course.
He bought the course and vowed to bring it
back to health. One of the first things he did
was bring back Dan Tachell to help get things
going again.
When Tachell saw the course last July for
the first time in a while, he couldn’t believe
his eyes. The grass was as tall as he was.
Everything was overgrown. And Carnation
had become a literally a wildlife preserve with
coyotes, deer, elk and even bear roaming
the area that once was home to fairways and
greens. He didn’t know where to start.
“It didn’t look like a golf course any more,”
said Tachell. “It was a disaster.”
But day by day, Tachell and his crew made a
difference. First the grass was whacked down
to size, giving mowers a chance to leave their
mark. Trees were pruned. Bushes were cut
back. The animals decided to make their own
preserve somewhere else.
It took a few months, but in the fall, Carnation actually started to look like a golf course
once again.
“The irrigation system needed plenty of
work and the grass didn’t really get cut down
to where we could mow it until early fall,”
said Tachell. “But once we started to mow

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Carnation Golf Course gets reprieve,
new owner is making a big difference

things, and get the bushes cut back, Carnation started to look like its old self.”
Years ago, the course applied for and
received a $260,000 flood grant from the
federal government. The plans were to raise
the clubhouse 10 feet and keep it out of any
potential flood waters. Those changes are
finally being made under the new ownership
- plus other changes.

A new gravel cart path has been put along
all 18 holes, the tee on the 17th has been
re-done and Yasseri has spent money buying
new maintenance equipment and putting in
new maintenance procedures.
The course re-opened for play in January
and no one has looked back.
• The Seattle Golf Show, held in February
at the Century Link Events Center, proved
that Pacific Northwest golfers were hungry
for the 2013 golf season to get here.
The show featured over 200 booths and
exhibitors and had an increase in the number
of golfers who came through the doors.
Golfers were also treated to what is new
for golf equipment in the Demo Zone, with
golfers taking swings with new drivers, irons
and hybrids.

Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
Answer: The player has breached two different rules. He has played from a wrong place
(not a serious breach) Rule 20-7c ii) and Rule
15-2 for improperly substituting a ball during
the play of a hole. Under the revised Rules
effective January 1, 2012 the total penalty
applied for both infractions is two.
• Inside Golf would like to thank rules official
Paul Lucien for the rules questions.
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PNGA champion, volunteer Liz Culver passes
away; Boeing Classic looking for volunteers
Longtime champion and PNGA volunteer Liz Culver passed away in January at
the age of 79. The mark she leaves on the
Northwest golf community is large, larger
than you would imagine from this gentle,
gracious and broadminded woman.
As a dedicated PNGA Women’s Advisory Committee Chairwoman, serving in
that volunteer position from 1968-83, Liz
was instrumental in establishing the PNGA
Women’s Division in 1984. She also served
on many championship committees for the
USGA and various Northwest golf associations. A testament to Liz’s dedication to the
PNGA and her longevity as a fine player is
her participation in every PNGA Women’s
Amateur Championship from 1960 through
1998, with the exception of one year (1984)
due to illness. (In late 1983 she suffered
kidney failure, eventually having to have a
kidney transplant.) She won the championship in 1978, and also the PNGA Senior
Women’s Amateur in 1989. She won the
WSWGA championship in 1970 and ‘72.
Liz was a legend at Overlake Golf
& Country Club in Medina, Wash. and
throughout the Northwest for decades. In
2003, she was awarded Overlake’s prestigious “Keeper of the Game” award, which
is given “in recognition of a commitment to
the game of golf and its classic virtues, and
the belief that the essence of the game must
not be lost in a world where change outpaces perspective.” She won the Overlake
Women’s Club Championship an astounding
23 times, and was runner-up five times.
Liz was inducted into the Pacific Northwest Golf Hall of Fame in 1989, being
introduced at the ceremony by great friend

Judy Thompson, who would go on to serve
as Chair of the PNGA Hall of Fame Committee.

Central Oregon Golf Trail
has 2013 Players Card ready

Now available for purchase at the Central Oregon Visitors Association, the 2013
Central Oregon Golf Trail Players Card is
back at an even more amazing value with
four additional courses. Due to expected
high demand and limited supply, customers
are urged to act quickly.
Player’s Card holders get one (1) 50%
green fee discount at each of the 19 participating courses. The discount is based on the
published green fee at the time of play. Use
of the Player’s Card is permitted seven (7)
days a week including holidays, but limited
to tee times after 12:00 p.m. The card provides potential savings of over $600.
Here are the card details: The cost is $139
if purchased by March 31, 2013. The cards
can be purchased at the Central Oregon
Visitors Association office at 705 SW Bonnett Way, Suite 1000. Or they be purchased
online at wwww.centraloregongolftrail.
com.

Cascade Golfer Cup back
for fourth year of events

The Cascade Golfer Cup is back for its
fourth year with a series of tournaments and
plenty of prizes on the line.
The series will feature team-scoring formats and over $100,000 in prizes awarded
to the top 15 net and top five gross scoring
teams at each event.

In addition to winning golf clubs, rounds
of golf and stay and plays to places like Bandon Dunes, Whistler, Las Vegas and other
destinations, teams will earn points toward
the overall championship and the grand
prize - the 2014 Summer Golf Package
including 20 twosomes at the top courses
in the Pacific Northwest.
The series kicks off with an event April
27 at Chambers Bay. The rest of the schedule
includes events on May 18 at Washington
National, June 15 at McCormick Woods,
July 20 at Druids Glen, Aug. 17 at Salish
Cliffs, Sept. 7 at Mill Creek Country Club,
Sept. 28 at Oakbrook, Oct. 5 a Muckleshoot
Casino awards party and finishes off with
the Cascade Golfer Cup Appreciation Day
at the Classic on Oct. 12.
For more information, see www.
cascadegolfercup.com/cup or call
425.412.7070.

Boeing Classic looking for
volunteers for 2013 tourney

How many volunteer opportunities
provide you the chance to keep score for a
golf legend, drive a Major Champion to the
airport, or walk 18 holes inside the ropes
with the likes of Fred Couples, Bernhard
Langer and Mark O’Meara?
Volunteer for the Boeing Classic and be a
part of one of the most unique experiences in
sports. You’ll play an integral role in staging
the region’s premier golf event, experience
the camaraderie of working alongside a terrific team.
See boeingclassic.com for more information on committees and a full description of
the volunteer package.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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JBLM Golf Pass
gives chance to
play two courses

New this golf season, Joint Base Lewis
McChord Golf is offering the JBLM Golf
Pass. The JBLM Golf Pass replaces the
popular 5 day a week (Mon-Fri) "Special"
of the last few seasons with a 7 day a week,
peak season option that is full of value for
the avid golfer.
Pass-holders are entitled to their initial
round of golf for free and play all subsequent
rounds for half price green fees. The pass is
available for the purchase price of $99. It's
as simple as that-- no fine print, no day or
time restrictions. The pass if valid from nowOctober, 7 days a week, and includes Twilight
Rates. Non-Military rates are $35 MonThurs, and $40 on Fri-Sat-Sun-Holidays
Eagles Pride and Whispering Firs debuted
the JBLM Golf Pass at the Seattle Golf Show,
Feb 8-11. Twice the Golf, Half the Price is
the slogan. JBLM Golf Pass-holders have 2
golf courses to play, and will pay half price.
Eagles Pride has also recently received Audubon Society Certification—only the second
Army Golf Course to do so. Our Restaurant
will re-open and be under new management
beginning the middle of April. The restaurant
will once again be managed by Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR), the same entity
that manages the golf course for JBLM.
Improvements on the course continue with
renovation of the driving range tee, an aggressive fairway aerification plan to improve
turf quality and drainage, and plans are to
continue renovation/leveling of additional
tees on the course.
This year will mark the 55th Annual Fort
Lewis Amateur—May 4-5, one of the top
amateur events in the Pacific Northwest.
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Washington golf team has
three players on Ben Hogan
Award watch list for 2013
The Washington men's golf trio of Chris
Williams, Cheng-Tsung Pan and Trevor
Simsby were among 27 collegiate golfers
named to the 2013 Ben Hogan Award Watch
list.
The most prestigious award in men's
college golf, The Ben Hogan Award is
presented annually to the top men's NCAA
Division I, II or III, NAIA or NJCAA college golfer taking into account all collegiate
and amateur competitions during the past
12-month period. The Ben Hogan Award
Selection Committee represents leaders in
amateur and collegiate golf and is sponsored
by Crowne Plaza Hotels & Resorts, in conjunction with Colonial Country Club, The
Friends of Golf (FOG) and the Golf Coaches
Association of America.
The UW trio joins the Cal threesome of
Brandon Hagy, Michael Kim and Michael
Weaver to make up six of the nine Pac-12
golfers on golfers on the list.
Williams and Pan were among 10 semifinalist for the 2012 Hogan Award. This is
the first time Simsby has been named to the
watch list.
Williams has spent 25-straight weeks
perched atop the World Amateur Golf Rankings, while Pan is on his heels in sixth and
Simsby checks in at No. 51.
The last 12 months have been a whirlwind for Williams. He has won the Mark H.
McCormack Award, won the 2012 Western
Amateur Championship, finished 7th at the
U.S. Amateur and advanced to the quarterfinals of match play.
In those same Golfweek men's collegiate

Chris Williams
individual rankings, Pan is No. 1 after going
271-4-10 in head-to-head action during the
fall season and finishing no worse than third
in four collegiate events.

Siesser captures Washington
State Assistants Championship

Derek Siesser of the Creek at Qualchan in
Spokane fired a 71 and beat Chris Lisk of Glendale and Corey Prugh of Manito in a playoff to
win the title at the Washington State Assistants
Championship, held at Aldarra Golf Club.
Siesser won the first playoff hole against Lisk
and Prugh to win the event and the $1,200 firstplace check.
Josh Immordino of Riverbend tied for fourth
with Douglas Kauffman of Overlake and Derek
Barron of Tacoma Firs at 72.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 198th on the list with $18,295
• Ben Crane • Portland • 96th on the list with $136,400
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 21st on the list with $759,310
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • No cuts made
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • No cuts made
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 32nd on the list with $452,470
• Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • 48th on the list with $268,964
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 132nd on the list with $64,216
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • 211th on the list with $13,715
Web.com Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • No events
• Alex Prugh• Spokane • No cuts made
• Andrew Putnam •Tacoma • 39th on the list with $2,760
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • No cuts made
Champions Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 13th on the list with $111,500
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 59th on the list with $16,660
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • No events
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 12th on the list with $118,000
LPGA Tour
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • No events
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • No events
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • No events
• Kim Welch • Washington State • No events

Did you know….
• The WSGA provides free of charge the GHIN
Handicap computer,
monitor and technical
support that you see in
public and private golf
facilities throughout
Washington and Northern Idaho. These are
provided to the men’s
and women’s clubs as
a member benefit. The WSGA also provides GHIN’s
Tournament Pairing Program at no cost.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• The Oregon Golf Association is adding a 14th
championship this year: the Oregon Senior Men’s
Team Championship. The format for
this new championship will be a 36hole, two person
4-ball competition for men aged 50 and older. This
year’s Championship will be held at the OGA Golf
Course May 4 & 5. For more information regarding
this or any of the other 13 Championships the OGA
administers, visit www.oga.org

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Chambers Bay gets its changes
finished up as 2015 U.S. Open
clock ticks away and closes in

Pierce County and KemperSports, in collaboration with the USGA and Robert Trent
Jones II, have completed the following golf course improvements to prepare for the best
players in the world. Here’s a quick look:
• Hole #1: The green complex and approach was modified so that well-played shots
finish on the putting surface. This was accomplished by slightly softening the right to left
slope short and right of the green. Fill material was added to slightly raise the center of
the backside of the catch basin to the left of the putting green.
• Hole #3: Modifications were made to the back teeing ground in order to gain more
tee space and improve spectator circulation patterns. As a result, the Soundview Trail was
relocated behind the #3 tee, and the dunes behind the existing back tee were leveled in order
to create a grass walkway for spectators between holes #3 and #11. The player walkway to
the 4th tee will be to the right of the green, and the dunes between the 3rd green and 11th
green will be softened to facilitate player movement, coinciding with a proposed player
bridge located left of the 11th green.
• Hole #4/6: The dunes to the right of the #4 forward tee were removed and/or reshaped
and tied in with the new #6 tee. The pathway behind #6 tee will be re-routed along with the
existing maintenance road to the right of the tee, closer to the 11th green. In conjunction
with this work, the entire north-end pathway, which runs to the left of the 15th hole to the
#16 tee, was widened to facilitate spectator circulation.
• Hole #7: The green complex has been modified so that more shots finish on the green
surface, rather than going long. The approach area has been modified so that shots short
of the green stay within 50 yards of green and do not filter into concentrated collection
areas.
• Hole #8: Softening of left side fairway and approach to green combined with slight
widening of right fairway edge to allow properly played shots to finish on or near the
green.
• Hole #13: The green complex was modified so that there is more pinnable space and
more second shots finish on the putting surface. The green was enlarged and re-designed
so that bounce-in shots can be played.
• Hole #18: The cross bunker in the par 4 drive zone was expanded roughly 7 paces
further to the player's left, and an additional bunker was constructed in the par 5 second
shot landing zone.
Chambers Bay remains open to the public and now takes on a new look as the changes
are all now complete. The first round of the 2015 United States Open is set for June 28,
2015 but between now and then, the course welcomes the public to see the new changes
and challenge a course that will host the world’s best players.

The 18th hole at Chambers Bay might be used as both a par-5 and par-4 during the Open.

The par-3 ninth green will give golfers a terrific view of the course and the Puget Sound.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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WSGA provides way for golfers to get introductory handicap

In its continuing efforts to grow the game
in our region, the Washington State Golf Association is offering for the third consecutive
year an introductory handicap.
“This is for those golfers who have not
carried a GHIN handicap over the past two
years,” said John Saegner, the Senior Director of Membership Services at the WSGA.
“Golf facilities are asking us to help them
attract more golfers, and this is a good way
to do it.”
Designed for those who have either never
had a GHIN handicap, or who at one time
had one but do so no longer, the introductory offer is a simple way to get more people
playing more golf.
The introductory rate is $34.95. Golfers
can sign up online at www.thewsga.org, or
call 800-643-6410 for more information.

You can sign up for PNGA
events online for 2013 season

You can sign up for 2013 championships
through the various golf associations online
this year, saving yourself the time and an
envelope and stamp.
The Pacific Northwest Golf Association,
Washington State Golf Association, Oregon
Golf Association and Idaho Golf Association will all be accepting entries into their
championships on line this year.

All entries for all organizations will be up
by March 1 for you to sign up. For more information on the entries call 800.643.6410.

If it’s March, it must be
time to start posting scores

After a few months away from the score
posting computers, it’s time for Pacific
Northwest golfers to begin posting those
scores. Starting March 1, golfers are allowed
to post scores when they play at courses
around the Pacific Northwest.
Scores from Pacific Northwest courses
are to be posted from March 1, 2013 to Nov.
30, 2013. However, scores shot in places like
Arizona and Hawaii can be posted from the
winter months.

Oregon Golf Association has
Passport deals for 2013 golf

Looking for discount golf in Oregon.
The Oregon Golf Association’s program
for 2013 gives Passport holders one 18-hole
round of golf and cart to 56 participating
courses (NOTE: some courses now allow
multiple redemptions) in Oregon & SW
Washington for just a cart fee of $30 or
less.
The Passport cost is only $125 for OGA
Members & $200 for non-Members. A

portion of the proceeds will go to support
allied associations and the game of golf in
the region.
The ExploreOregonGolf Passport is a
great way to experience more courses, try
out new courses and save money, too!
Not an OGA member? Then add a membership in one of our participating Join
Online OGA Member Clubs along with the
ExploreOregonGolf Passport for only $175
-- a $25 savings off the non-member price.
To order your passport click on the applicable button below if you have questions
call the OGA at (503) 981-4653 ext. 3.

Registration now available for the
annual Golf Summit of Washington

The Annual Golf Summit of Washington
is set for Tuesday, March 26, at Chambers
Bay, the site of the 2015 U.S. Open. The
summit is conducted by the Golf Alliance of Washington, which consists of the
Washington State Golf Association, Pacific
Northwest Section PGA, Western Washington Golf Course Superintendents Association, and the Evergreen Chapter of the Club
Managers Association of America.
Part of the program will include a walking tour of Chambers Bay with course architects Robert Trent Jones, Jr., and Bruce

Charlton, during which they will discuss
the course’s recent renovations. In keeping
with the U.S. Open theme, Danny Sink, the
USGA’s Championship Director for the
2015 U.S. Open, will be a featured speaker
at the summit.
Registration is $55 and includes lunch. If
you register after March 22, the registration
fee is $60. Call the Pacific Northwest Golf
Association office at 206.526.1238 for more
information.

Oregon’s Resort at the Mountain
hires John Erickson as the new GM

The Resort at The Mountain in Welches,
Ore., announces the hiring of John Erickson
as general manager of the 243-acre golf, ski
and meetings destination.
At The Resort at The Mountain, Erickson
will be responsible for overseeing and managing all facets of service, operations, facilities, staffing and revenue management.
Erickson brings a wealth of hospitality
experience in multiple management capacities at golf resorts, hotels and tourism
organizations. He comes to The Resort from
KemperSports in Northbrook, Ill., where
he worked in a variety of positions including general manager, director of corporate
special projects and director of regional
operations.
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If you are reading this instructional article
this time of year you either want to be or you
are a serious golfer! You definitely have goals,
dreams and desires to play the golf of your
dreams. To that I say “Go for it!”
People come to me and the common cry
is “ I want to be more consistent!” If a player
wants to consistently be in the hunt to win
tournaments on a high level; he or she must
be aware of, control, understand, practice
and master an on plane consistent path of
the swing. This proper path of the golf swing
starts from the top of the backswing. Have
the butt of the grip pointed at the target line
behind the golf ball. (photo 1) From there the
proper path of the hands is a straight line to
the inside 1/4 of the golf ball. Fire the butt of
the golf club with the hands or even the back
of the left hand to the golf ball. This angle of
the path of the hands will shallow the shaft
on the downswing.
This will bring the club on the proper plane.
(from the inside) This is imperative to consistent ball striking and controlling your golf
ball. The more you can shallow out the shaft
from the top with your hand path then you
can rotate hard and need not manipulate the
face. Thus the swing becomes easier and
repeatable. I would say this is one key to my
consistency over the years and an opportunity
to succeed often. This is my understanding
and control of the proper plane and path of
the shaft and hands from the top through the
hitting area. (photo 1).
When a golfer is just swinging unaware of
proper path and even clubface through the
hitting and it is almost impossible to control
your golf ball. It is very difficult to start your

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: To unlock the right golf
swing you need to find the proper path

ball on the desired line and control the amount
of curve of the golf ball.
If I can start my ball down the left side of
the fairway and drop in to the right or the
converse; I get to use the whole fairway. That
is twice as much as most folks playing the
tournament.
I believe we need also curve our golf ball
one way or the other. Jack Nicklaus said
straight is an accident. Guys on tour curve
their golf ball. Believe it or not very few work
the ball both ways unless they must. They
master one curve and make that curve large
or small depending on how well they are playing. Playing well in good control and their ball
curves less. Not so much control and that ball
curves more. Most often the ball does begin
on their start line.
Most players just hit balls and if they have
passion they hit more balls and have some
local success. To have success on a bigger
stage not only work on your swing technique
but where your ball starts and its curve. Master a consistent path and squaring of the club
face
I have tall poles at my academy to curve

the ball around and see if we start our golf ball
on our intended line. It is very eye opening at
times for players to see if they can achieve
start lines and desired curve. We work on
this path, face, impact and proper sequence
of body, arms and hands. You would not
believe the misconceptions regarding these
elements and skills within the proper effective
golf swing.

Jeff Coston is a former PGA Tour Player.
Jeff is a 19-time Pacific Northwest PGA
Player of the Year. He can be reached for
appointment by calling Semiahmoo at 360.
201.4590 or visit the web site at jeffcoston.
com.
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For years, I have been helping students
rid the hooks (ball flying fairly straight out of
the gate and then moving sharply to the left)
or blocks (ball flying straight right of their
intended target) or even shanks (ball flying
right laterally). For you left-handers, think of
the exact opposite directions since you’re
swinging from the other side of the ball.
What I have always told them is this: Your
lower body is crashing into the space where
your arms need to be. So, the net result can
be a hook or a block because your hands and
arms are trying as hard as they can to deliver
the club to the ball. Titleist Performance Institute (TPI) studies indicate 65% of amateur
golfers have early extension or a loss of
posture during their downswings.
What is early extension? It is where the
hips and spine of a golfer go into extension or
straighten up too early on the downswing. In
layman’s terms: It’s where the hips and pelvis

Brett
Wilkinson

Early extension can be eliminated with work

move closer to the golf ball on the downswing;
therefore, it promotes the upper body to lift up
helping the golfer to maintain their balance.
One of the diagnostic lines I use when
shooting video of my students, is a vertical
line on the rear end at the address position.
When I take a student’s swing to the top of
their swing, I want to see their rear end on or
a little deeper into this line. Then, when I take

the student’s swing to the impact position, I
want to see their rear end on or extremely
close to this line. If I see daylight between
their rear end and the line, I know the student
has early extended…..thus their lower body
has moved closer to the golf ball.
Early extension can be reduced, and
hopefully, eliminated when students learn
to achieve a stable neutral pelvic posture
which will help prevent their lower body from
thrusting or crashing toward the golf ball during their downswing. Plus, it is best stabilize
their lower body by gaining strength in their
glutes and abdominal section. And, if you’re
like 99% of the amateur golfers who cannot
perform a full deep overhead squat, you need
to seek guidance now.
It’s also important to note the early extension swing flaw can be caused by several
other reasons as well: Clubs that are too long
for the player, player is standing too far from

the golf ball or has too much weight in their
heels at address, player has a poor swing path
from start to finish, or the player has other
posture issues which are numerous.
The mass majority of my students have
restrictions or limitations in their bodies, and
as a result, over the years, they have had to
learn, on their own, to make concessions to
swing as well as possible.
The usual problem is that they just make
matters worse, so when I start working with
them it is a challenge to rid the issues they
present. At our improvement center, I am
very fortunate to have Dr. Harry Sese, a TPI
Medical Doctor, and Shawn Farmer, a TPI Golf
Conditioning Specialist, on our staff to help
guide students strengthen the weaknesses
in their bodies.

Brett Wilkinson is a PGA teaching professional at GolfTEC in Bellevue.

Dear Kathy:
I am a woman in my 60’s, I’ve been playing
golf for about five years on a weekly basis, my
handicap is 25, and I’m wondering why all of my
clubs go about the same distance? Do I need a
full set? Shouldn’t the different clubs go different
distances?
				
- Margie

Hi Margie:
Your questions are common for women
beginning the game later in life. The distance
you get with your clubs has a direct relationship
to the speed of the club through impact. If a
golfer is swinging at a club speed greater than
70 mph, they will see a difference of about 10
yards between clubs with well struck shots in the

Kathy
DeNeui

Women’s golf: Clubhead speed is your swing friend

center of the clubface. Below 70 mph you will
see significantly less distance between clubs.
My suggestions to you are:
1. First to consider getting some lessons
to help you build club speed-which is not really
about swinging harder but more importantly

If you’re happy with your swing and don’t want to change it consider
gapping your irons, just carry the odd or even irons, so you’ll see some
difference in distance.
swinging more efficiently. Have your club speed
checked before the lesson and then about a
week after the lesson when you’ve assimilated
the changes into your swing with appropriate
practice.
2. Second, if you’re happy with your swing
and don’t want to change it consider gapping
your irons, just carry the odd or even irons, so
you’ll see some difference in distance.
3. Third, make sure you have some good
lofted fairway woods, specifically a nine wood

and a seven wood. These will help you get more
distance on the fairways. The fairway woods are
longer than hybrid irons, so I tend to favor them
for shorter hitters.
In closing, don’t be afraid of club head speed!
Women, for centuries-at least is seems like-have
been told by well meaning friends, don’t swing
so fast. Speed is your friend!

Kathy DeNeui is an LPGA teaching professional at Battle Creek Golf Course.
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Rules of the Game: Make sure you know how to
correctly get the ball back into play during a round
A player commits a serious breach if he negotiates a significant distance or gains a significant advantage by playing from a wrong place. An example would be a player who drops a
ball at the spot where it went out of bounds and plays it instead of going back and proceeding
under stroke and distance. In this case, the player not only receives a two-stroke penalty, but
he must also cancel the rest of his strokes and go back and proceed correctly from where
he should have. If he doesn’t do this and tees off on the next hole, he is disqualified.

Mike
Peluso

Before we look into Rules 20-5, 20-6 and
20-7, I need to make a clarification from my
January article. I received a few e-mails from
readers who questioned the following statement that I made in that article: “...Also,
contrary to popular belief, there is no Rule that
says what you have to use to mark your ball.
You can use anything as long as you’re able
to get your ball back to its original spot. And
another myth-buster is that you don’t have to
place that mark behind the ball. Again, just
place it anywhere next to the ball so you’ll be
sure to know exactly where the ball was when
you put it back....”
One reader correctly pointed out that Rule
20-1 states: “...the position of the ball should
be marked by placing...a coin...or other small
object immediately behind the ball...” The word
“should” in The Rules of Golf means that it’s
not mandatory, but it’s good practice. What is
mandatory is that the coin or small object must
be placed immediately adjacent to the ball so
that the player knows exactly where the ball
was. The reader pointed out that I should have
qualified my statement by also inserting that
recommendation from the The Rules of Golf,
with which I wholeheartedly agree.
So now, to finish Rule 20. Rule 20-5 (Making Next Stroke from Where Previous Stroke
Made) tells us how we must get a ball back into
play when we have to proceed under strokeand-distance or another situation requiring
us to play from where we make our previous
stroke. The most common situations are when
a ball has gone out of bounds or has been lost.
Other less common possibilities for playing
from where you made your previous stroke are
one of the options when your ball is unplayable

or when it has gone into a water hazard. There
are even less common situations, which we
won’t go into now. (If you’re curious, please
e-mail me.) When you need to replay your
stroke from the teeing ground, the ball may be
played from anywhere in the teeing ground and
it may be teed. When you need to play your
stroke from anywhere else except the putting
green of the hole you’re playing, the ball must
be dropped as closely as possible to the spot
from where it was previously played, no nearer
the hole. And if it needs to be replayed from the
putting green, it must be placed as nearly as
possible to the spot from where it was played,
no nearer the hole.
Rule 20-6 (Lifting Ball Incorrectly Substituted, Dropped or Placed). This is a little
known but potentially valuable Rule. It has
been nicknamed “The Eraser Rule.” The text
of the Rule is short and sweet but can have
huge implications for a Rules-savvy player. It
states: “A ball incorrectly substituted, dropped
or placed in a wrong place or otherwise not in
accordance with the Rules but not played may
be lifted, without penalty, and the player must

then proceed correctly.” So, in a nutshell, if you
illegally substitute a ball, if you drop or place
it in a wrong place or drop it in an improper
manner or allow someone else to drop it, or
if you proceed improperly in implementing a
Rule, you can pick it up and proceed correctly
with no penalty. But before you get too excited
about this Rule getting you off the hook, there
are three little words in that Rule that nullify any
chance of exonerating you from penalty: BUT
NOT PLAYED. If you mess up but then also
play the ball, Rule 20-6 is no longer operative
and you’re going to be penalized.
And finally, we end this long Rule with Rule
20-7 (Playing From Wrong Place). Playing
from a wrong place is just what it says: if you
make a stroke at your ball from a place other
that from where it should have been played,
you’ve played from a wrong place and you
receive a two-stroke penalty. Playing from a
wrong place is one of the most common procedural penalties that golfers incur. The Rule
also differentiates between a serious breach
and a non-serious breach. When a player
has committed a non-serious breach and has
played the ball from a wrong place, he receives
a two-stroke penalty and the ball remains in
play. A breach is non-serious when the player
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plays from a wrong place, but doesn’t gain a
significant advantage. An example is if a player
plays a stroke after taking a drop from a cart
path and has dropped it two club-lengths from
where he should have dropped it instead of one
club-length, as required by the Rule.
A player commits a serious breach if he
negotiates a significant distance or gains a
significant advantage by playing from a wrong
place. An example would be a player who drops
a ball at the spot where it went out of bounds
and plays it instead of going back and proceeding under stroke and distance. In this case, the
player not only receives a two-stroke penalty,
but he must also cancel the rest of his strokes
and go back and proceed correctly from where
he should have. If he doesn’t do this and tees
off on the next hole, he is disqualified.
Next month we’ll move on and look at
cleaning the ball, lifting it when it interferes with
another ball other than on the putting green,
and loose impediments. Spring is almost here!
Time to dust off the clubs.

Mike Peluso is a rules official with the
USGA, PNGA, WSGA and other organizations. He can be reached at mikepeluso@
comcast.net.
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Hey Chuck:
When I got to the green during a recent round,
I marked and picked up my ball and noticed it
had a gouge in it after hitting the cart path. The
gouge wasn’t bad enough to replace the ball during the course of play, but, am I allowed to snip
the excess cover piece off the ball so it will roll
smooth on my putt? Or am I allowed to replace
the ball before I putt?
				
• Joe, Burien

Hey Joe:
A great question. You are right in that the
condition of your ball wouldn’t qualify as “unfit
for play” under Rule 5-3 which reads, “A ball is
unfit for play if it is visibly cut, cracked or out of
shape. A ball is not unfit for play solely because
mud or other materials adhere to it, its surface is
scratched or scraped, or its paint is damaged or
discolored.” Thus, you would not be allowed to
replace the ball without incurring a penalty under
Rule 15-2 (Substituted Ball).
However, because your ball was on the putting green, you are allowed to mark and clean
the ball. Removing the excess flakes from the
ball would be deemed to be part of the cleaning
process and would be allowed under the Rules.
You could also remove the excess if you were
lifting your ball under a Rule that allows it to be
cleaned, such as Rule 24, which involve obstructions such as a cart path. Otherwise, you would
have to wait until you reach the putting green to
remove the flaking.
Hey Chuck:
I was playing Desert Canyon last summer
and hit a tee shot on the par 5 Lakes #7. It
looked like the ball caught a limb in the pine
tree located about 250 yards down on the left.
After a brief search, I figured I had lost my ball
for certain until I looked up and noticed a ball in
a branch about 15 feet up. I could not tell if it

Chuck
West

Hey Chuck: Rules official takes on your questions

was mine, so I began to shake the tree and sure
enough, it came down and was indeed my ball.
My partner said “Well done, but tough luck”,
as I was not allowed to shake it down without
penalty. I believe I have seen this situation
several times on the PGA Tour without penalty.
However, I believe the shaking was done by
spectators and not the actual player. Does it
matter? If so, what’s the ruling?
			
• Shawn, Des Moines
Hey Shawn:
This question brings up multiple items and
situations to examine. A player has five minutes
to search for and identify his golf ball. When you
saw a ball in the tree but couldn’t tell if it was
YOUR ball, you have failed to meet the requirements of identifying your ball. By shaking the
tree and causing what turned out to be your ball
(in play) move, you were subject to penalty under
Rule 18-2. The way for a player to avoid this
penalty would be to declare, BEFORE shaking
the tree, that if your ball is in the tree, you wish
to declare it unplayable. This situation is covered
in Decision 18-2a/27.
So, if you have seen a player on TV shaking
a tree, it is highly likely that he has declared
his ball unplayable in advance. Regarding the
spectators shaking a tree, it would depend on

Sometimes you might run into bad luck on the course and your ball has been stuck in a tree.
the situation: if the spectators shook the tree
without the player’s authority and the ball were to
fall out, the player would be required to replace
the ball with no penalty, or, declare it unplayable
and proceed with his point of reference being
a spot estimated on the ground directly below
where the ball was in the tree. If the player
directed a spectator to shake the tree on his
behalf to avoid the penalty, in equity the player
would still be penalized one stroke and would be
required to replace the ball or proceed under the
Unplayable Ball rule (Rule 28). He would incur
an additional penalty stroke under that Rule.
• Chuck West has been a PGA member
since 1993 and has served on the PGA National
Rules Committee since 1997. He has officiated
events at all levels including the 2010 Masters
and multiple PGA Championships. He is currently on the staff at Harbour Pointe Golf Club
in Mukilteo, Washington.
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Book Review: The Now Golfer says
it’s important to stay in the present
Dr. Waddington describes the golf swing
as a “Single movement in time”– being in
the present time. Golfers tend to get into
trouble when they “time travel into the
future,” thinking of results or anticipating
the results. “Expectations Are Killers of a
Good Golf Swing.”
He says golfers must stay in the present
to be successful.
“A golfer’s mind cannot be in the future.
A golfer’s Mind cannot be in the past.
The golfer’s mind and body must harmoniously coexist in the Present.
The golfer must be in the Now and in the

Little Picture. The golfer must be Present
to win.”
He explains the left-brain right-brain
functions and how they affect the golf
swing. Essentially, golfers must go unconscious during the golf swing, no swingthoughts nor visualization.
We must rely on what psychoanalysts call
Implicit Procedural Memory System–like
we do when we walk, drive or ride a bicycle;
automatic unconscious memory.
He also reveals methods to self- r e g u late our emotions on the course when our
blood is running hot or we get down on
ourselves. The Now Golfer is available at

He explains the left-brain rightbrain functions and how they affect
the golf swing. Essentially, golfers
must go unconscious during the
golf swing, no swing-thoughts nor
visualization.
Amazon.com or at NowGolfer.com. Retail
price is $19.95 for the book.
If you like this book, I would recommend
you also read a book called The Unstoppable
Golfer by Dr. Bob Rotella.
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