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Southwest Washington:
Plenty of great choices
When traveling around Southwest Washington
(Olympia to Vancouver) there are plenty of great golf
choices to make - including Tumwater Valley Golf
Course. There are also other recreation options in the
area as well. See the special section in Inside Golf
Newspaper for more.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF
		

Bandon Dunes chosen
to host USGA tourney

Bandon Dunes Resort on the Oregon
Coast continues to be a favorite of the
United States Golf Association. The resort
will be a host course for the inaugural
USGA Four-Ball Championship in 2015.
The USGA recently said it was doing
away with the Men’s and Women’s Public
Links Championships. Instead the USGA
will hold men’s and women’s Four-Ball
Championships starting in 2015.
The Olympic Club in San Francisco will
host the Men’s Four-Ball Championship
while Bandon Dunes will play host to the
USGA Women’s Four-Ball Championship.
The new championships, which will be
held annually between mid-March and late
May, are the first to be added to the USGA
championship schedule since 1995, when
the USGA Men’s and Women’s State
Team Championships were created to
mark the Association’s centennial.

Is this really the end of Sumner Meadows
Golf Course? It just might be this month
No one knows for sure, but Sumner Meadows Golf
Course in Sumner, Wash. might be on its last legs. Rumors
have swirled for months about the future of the course
about whether the city has sold the course. An industrial
developer has said that he has worked out a deal to buy
Sumner Meadows and turn the property into an industrial
park. But not so fast say some other groups.
The city built the course 17 years ago but still owes
$5.8 million on the property and has struggled to make
ends meet with the golf course through the years. They
said it does not want to raise water or utility rates to help
keep subsidizing the payments for the course.
The news around the Sumner Meadows pro shop during the summer months was that the course is expected to
be shut down at the end of September. Principal Financial
Group has emerged as the winning bidder for the property
and could build an industrial park on the land. The city
of Sumner will retain 138 of the 292 acres of the sale.

Desert Canyon: Central Washington gem

Central Oregon courses
getting set for Pacific Am
If you are looking to get those competitive juices flowing, then look no further
than the 17th annual Lithia Pacific Amateur
Golf Classic. The event will take place
at some of Central Oregon’s top golf
courses Sept. 21-26, 2013 with the top
finishers of the individual flights meeting
at Sunriver’s Crosswater.
The three-day event, produced by the
Central Oregon Visitors Association, offers divisions for golfers of every skill level
including the open/gross division for golfers looking to play without handicaps.
See www.pacamgolf.com for more.

PGA Professional Shane Prante of Tom’s
Golf Center in Olympia picked the right
time to have a bogey-free round.
Prante fired a final-round 5-under-par 67
without a bogey on the card and went on to
win the Northwest Open at Wine Valley Golf
Club in Walla Walla by six shots.
Prante put together rounds of 68-67-67
for a 202 total and win the $7,000 first-place
check. He finished at 14 under par for the
three rounds of the championship.
Corey Prugh of Manito Golf and Country Club in Spokane tied for second with
amateur Matt Rawitzer of Bellingham Golf
and Country Club at 208 - six shots behind
Prante. Rawitzer made his move in the final
round with a 66.
Brandon Kearney of Bend Golf and
Country Club, who recent won the Pacific
Northwest Assistant Championship, finished
in fourth place at 2090 while Brian Thornton of Meridian Valley, Casey McCoy of
Airport Golf Center, Matt Cowell of Lake
Padden and amateur Jeff Neeley of Harbour
Point tied for fifth at 210.

Northwest assistant pro
wins $10,000 for an ace
Mike Roters of Gateway Golf Discount in
Clarkston, Idaho picked the right time to have a
hole-in-one - and an account at Sterling Bank.
Roters had an ace on the 16th hole
during the Northwest Assistants Championship at Chehalem Glenn Golf Course
in Newberg, Ore.  And because he had
an account with Sterling Bank, the holein-one was worth $10,000.

Rules Quiz
Player A’s ball lies in the desert in an
area of embedded stones and loose small
stones.  Player A makes a practice swing
near his ball.  The clubhead is deflected by
an embedded stone and the club strikes his
ball and moves the ball several feet. Player
A, knowing the general area where the ball
originally lay, places the ball as near as possible to where it originally lay and continues
the hole. See Page 2 for the answer of this
month’s rules question.
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Prante has bogey
free final round,
triumphs at the
Northwest Open

U.S. Open at Chambers
will have new TV deal
Desert Canyon has gone through some tough times since opening
in 1993, but now the Central Washington resort located in Orondo,
Wash is flying high. Under new ownership of Lyn and Randy Anderson and Don Barth, the course has made some terrific changes
and play is up. For more, see inside this section.
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The 2015 United States Open at Chambers Bay will have a new television partner,
the USGA announced. Fox Sports has signed
on to be the new home for the USGA starting
in 2015 - the same year the Chambers Bay
will host the U.S. Open. The Fox Sports deal
means that NBC is out as the partner of the
USGA. See inside for more on this deal.
©All Rights Reserved
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Stuart Rolfe was as disappointed as anyone when the Semiahmoo Resort shut the
doors on its hotel in December 2012. After
all, he had been in on the beginning of the
entire resort growth back in 1980 working as
attorney with the group who was getting the
project off the ground.
Now, year’s later  Rolfe is out of the attorney world and in the real estate developing
world. And that’s a word which has helped him
come full circle.
When the hotel closed, a new buyer was
desperately wanted by the Skagit Indian Tribe
and Trillium  which co-owned the resort hotel,
spa and two golf courses. Rolfe knew what
he had to do.
“I always loved the property and when it
came on for sale, I wasn’t about to let it go”
said Rolfe. “I was in on the project from the
beginning. I know how good the place is.”
Rolfe’s Wright Hotels group formed Resort
Semiahmoo LLC to buy the resort for $19.5
million and promised to make the resort better
than what it was.
The hotel re-opened last month under a
soft opening. The grand re-opening won’t
happen for a few months - and that makes
sense since the new owners are pumping
more then $6 million into upgrading the hotel.
When the hotel re-opened in August, guests
were treated to some new paint schemes,
some roof work but nothing fancy. That will
come down the road in the next six months.
The new upgrades call for major renovations to the rooms and the interior of the hotel,
a reconfiguration of the food and beverage
venues. The spa will continue to be an important part of the resort as well as the other
amenities that go along with it, including the
three indoor tennis courts, two swimming
pools, handball court and fitness facility.
“We want to bring everything back - and

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Semiahmoo Resort on the comeback
trail as hotel re-opens after shutdown

then go beyond what people remember,” said
Rolfe. “This is a great resort and a great part
of the Pacific Northwest. People remember
how good it was. We want them to come back
and see how much better it is.”
Semiahmoo Resort also features two of
the Pacific Northwest’s best courses in Se-

miahmoo Resort and Loomis Trail. Rolfe said
that rounds are up, maintenance practices
have been spot-on and there is no need to
change anything at the courses.
“The golf is in great shape at Semiahmoo,”
said Rolfe. “Rounds are increasing and we
have a great team running the golf side. We
will make some capital improvements down
the road, but nothing we will announce right
now.”
If you have ever stayed at Semiahmoo
Resort, you know how good it was. And now
with new ownership and planned upgrades it
sounds like it will be even better. What’s the
phone number for the resort? I might need to
memorize it.

Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
Answer:   Player A has moved his ball in play and incurred
a penalty of one stroke – Rule 18-2a and Decision 18-2a/20.  
Player A has not made a stroke at the ball –  Definition of
“stroke”.  The ball must be replaced.  Since Player A did not
know the exact spot where the ball originally lay, the ball must
be dropped – Rule 20-3c and Decision 18-2a/21.5.  Since
the ball was not replaced as prescribed, Player A loses the
hole in match play or incurs a two-stroke penalty in stroke
play.

•  Inside Golf would like to thank rules official
Paul Lucien for the rules questions.
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Bend’s Kearney wins NW Assistants Championship;
NW juniors qualify for national golf event at Augusta
Brandon Kearney of Bend G&CC (Bend,
OR) and Scott Erdmann of Oswego Lake CC
(Lake Oswego, OR) broke the Chehalem Glenn
GC course record after posting a 7-under par 65.
Kearney ended up the champion of the National
Car Rental Assistant Championship presented by
Cobra Puma Golf while Erdmann ended up one
stroke back.
 	 Josh Immordino of Riverbend GC (Kent, WA)
finished in third place.
 	 Kearney, Erdmann and Immordino all advanced to the 2013 National Car Rental PGA
Assistant National Championship presented by
Cobra Puma Golf on the Wanamaker Course at
the PGA Golf Club in Port St. Lucie, Florida –
October 31 – November 3, 2013.
 	 Mike Roters of Gateway Golf Discount
(Clarkston, ID) scored a hole-in-one on the 16th
hole in the morning round. He did have a Sterling
Bank account...it was worth $10,000 at the time.

One Duck falters, another wins
at Oregon Men’s Stroke Play event

Second-round leader Sulman Raza of Eugene,
Ore. just couldn’t catch a break during the final
round of the 61st Oregon Men’s Stroke Play
Championship.
 	 Following a quadruple bogey eight that included a two-stroke penalty on the par-4 9th hole,
the UO golfer carded five bogeys on his way to
salvaging a runner-up finish by draining a long
birdie putt on the 18th.
 	 When it all settled down and the totals were
tallied, UO golfer Zachary Foushee of West Linn,
Ore. finished a top the leaderboard following
his final-round score of 75 (total 218). Oregon
State transfer Trey Pflug of Portland, Ore., who
also played in the final group, finished tied for
third with Kevin Murphy of Rogue River, Ore.

at three-over-par 219.
 	 Randy Mahar of Portland, Ore. held onto his
lead in the Senior Division to win in wire-to-wire
fashion finishing with a total score 2-over-par
218.

Riverside golfer uses home course
edge to win Lewis County Amateur

Jason Boettner of Riverside Golf Club in
Chehalis put together rounds of 71-69 to win the
Lewis Country Amateur on his home course.
Boettner won the tournament by one shot over
Matt Hartley who finished with rounds of 68-73.
Hartley led the tournament with his 3-under-par
68 after the opening round.
Casey Adams and Ryan Earl tied for third at
143 while Patrick Nugent and John Jordan tied
for fifth at 144. John McCaslin was seventh at
145 while Aaron Randall was eighth at 147, Tom
Lewis was ninth at 150 and David Talcott was
10th at 151.

Harbour Pointe golfers take top
two spots at Riverbend Amateur

Mark Strickland of Harbour Point took the
first round lead with a 65 and then held on in the
second round to win the 20th annual Riverbend
Amateur at Riverbend Golf Course. Strickland
shot a two-round total of 138 to win the tournament over fellow Harbour Pointe player Dylan
Goodwin who finished 68-71. Strickland had a
one-shot lead after one round but shot a 1-over
73 in the second round which still proved to be
good enough to win by one shot.
Ryan Kelly of Madrona Links tied for third
with Sean McMullen of Fairwood Country Club
at 140 while Brandon Brown of Riverbend was
fifth at 141. Tom Lewis of Riverbend was sixth
at 142 while Casey Adams and Sandy Vaughan

tied for seventh at 143.

Pacific NW juniors qualify
for national event at Augusta

Several junior golfers from the Pacific Northwest qualified for the inaugural National Drive
Chip and Putt Championship which will be held
at Augusta National next April right around the
time of the Masters Golf Tournament.
A total of eight divisions were held at the Golf
Club at Hawk’s Prairie to determine the winners
for boys and girls between the ages of 7 and 15
and who will be heading to Augusta National.
The girls winners: Kasey Maralack of Snoqualmie, Wash. in girls 7-9; Alexa Moormeier
of Normandy Park, Wash in girls 10-11; Natalie
Petromonoco of Auburn, Calif. in the girls 12-13
and Maddy Kokich of University Place, Wash,
in the girls 14-15.
The boys winners: Logan Metcalf of Lynden,
Wash. in the boys 7-9; Ethan Tseng of Portland in
the boys 10-11; Jack McMullin of Seattle in the
boys 12-13; Devin Andrews of Kirkland, Wash.
in the boys 14-15.

Kirkland golfer wins title
at PNGA Junior Boys event

In what was termed a dream match-up between the medalist and the defending champion,
Frank Garber outlasted Kevin Vigna in the Final
match to win the 59th Pacific Northwest Junior
Boys’ Amateur Championship. Garber won the
last hole in the 36-hole match, two-putted for
birdie to defeat Vigna, 1-up.
Frank Garber, was the winner of the 59th
Pacific Northwest Junior Boys’ Amateur.
The championship, conducted by the Pacific
Northwest Golf Association (PNGA), was contested on the Valley course at the Westin Bear
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Mountain Golf Resort & Spa in Victoria, B.C.
Garber, of Kirkland, Wash., had easily won
medalist honors in the championship’s two
rounds of stroke-play qualifying earlier in the
week, shooting a combined score of 5-under par,
four strokes clear of the second-place finisher,
to set himself up as the No. 1 seed entering the
match play bracket.

Federal Way’s Gray rolls to
victory at PNGA Junior Girls

Kendall Gray of Federal Way, Wash. defeated
Bree Wanderscheid of Goldendale, Wash. 2
and 1 in the Final match to win the 58th Pacific
Northwest Junior Girls’ Amateur Championship,
which was held at The Links Golf Club in Post
Falls, Idaho.
 	 Although the match was close throughout
the day, Gray’s consistent play never allowed
Wanderscheid to quite catch her. With a birdie
on the par-4 16th hole, Wanderscheid was able to
get to just 1-down, but on the par-3 17th hole she
put her tee shot into a tough lie inside a greenside
bunker and was not able to save par. Gray twoputted for par to lock up the title. Gray played
the 17 holes of the match at even par.

California golfer wins title
at Pacific Coast Amateur

Tyler Raber of El Macero, California was
crowned the 47th Pacific Coast Amateur champion in wire-to-wire fashion at the storied Capilano Golf and Country Club in West Vancouver,
British Columbia. After opening with rounds of
63-67-70, the University of California Davis
Aggies Men’s Golf team alum was able to stave
off his back-seat competitors with a respectable
two-over-par 72 final round.
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Royal Oaks golfer, Mother Nature
triumph at Senior Oregon Open;
a new look for 2014 NCAA men

Mother Nature and amateur Tim O’Neal of Royal Oaks CC in Vancouver, Wash were the winners
at the Senior Oregon Open at Wildhorse Resort and Casino in Pendleton.
O’Neal fired a second round 68 for an 11 under par two round which was one ahead of Jeff Coston
of Semiahmoo Resort in Blaine. That number held up when the third and final round was cancelled
because of severe weather in the area.
With his two round total scores, this earned O’Neal his first Senior Oregon Open Invitational title.
Coston posted a 6 under par 66 to finish one stroke back of the champion. PGA Professional Tom
Sovay of The Golf Club at Redmond Ridge (Redmond, WA) and amateur Keith Crimp of Suntides
GC (Yakima, WA) closed to within two shots thanks also to posting six under par 66’s for a tie for
third place.
PGA Professional Don Bies of Seattle GC (Seattle, WA) and PGA Professional Jerry Mowlds of
Pumpkin Ridge GC (North Plains, OR) tied for first in the Super Senior Division (60 years of age
of more). They scored rounds of 72-74-146 for the two rounds.

NCAA Men’s Championship will have new look for 2014

The NCAA men’s Championship won’t look the same when it rolls around in 2014. No, the
championship committee hasn’t done away with match play. That will still determine the team
champion, as it has with great drama since it was implemented in 2009.
Instead, the committee has approved a change to the individual championship, returning the
competition to 72 holes. The recommendations were originally reported here late last month. Since
2009, there has been a 54-hole stroke-play qualifier that determined both the individual champion
and top eight teams that advanced to match play. The tournament ran Tuesday-Sunday. Now, the
stroke-play qualifier will run Friday through Sunday, then cut to the low eight teams for match play.
On Monday, however, the low 40 individuals and ties will now compete in the fourth and final round
of stroke play to determine the individual champion.

Central Oregon courses team up for Patriot Challenge

Aspen Lakes, Widgi Creek and Bend Golf and Country Club will be the host courses for the 2013
Central Oregon Patriot Challenge Oct. 4-6, 2013. The tournament is run in conjunction with the PGA’s
Patriot Golf Day and will support the Patriot Golf Day and the Folds of Honor Foundation. The third
annual event will feature two-player teams playing on three different formats over three days on the
three different courses. Entry fee is $565 per team and includes an opening reception, golf, carts,
range balls, lunch, tee prizes and more. For more information, call Aspen Lakes at 541.549-4653.

Port Orchard, Seattle golfers win WSGA Mid-Amateur crowns

Bjorn Bjorke of Port Orchard, Wash. came from four strokes behind in the final round to capture
the 4th Washington State Men’s Mid-Amateur Championship, and Seattle’s Leslie Folsom successfully defended her title in the 4th Washington State Women’s Mid-Amateur Championship. The two
stroke-play championships were conducted by the Washington State Golf Association, and were held
concurrently on the Rope Rider course at Suncadia Resort in Cle Elum, Wash.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 178th on the list with $218,398
• Ben Crane • Portland • 104th on the list with $796,947
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 73rd on the list with $1,132,355
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 188th on the list with $179,387
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 215th on the list with $53,401
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • 225th on the list with $32,350
• Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • 66th on the list with $905,396
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 66th on the list with $1,299,065
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 56th on the list with $1,462,943
• Chris Williams • Moscow/UW •
Web.com Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • 108th on the list with $37,096
• Alex Prugh• Spokane • 11th on the list with $208,467
• Andrew Putnam •Tacoma • 50th on the list with $95,062
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma •  1st on the list with $450,184
Champions Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 5th on the list with $1,130,521
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 84th on the list with $77,787
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 65th on the list with $123,422
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 21st on the list with $606,892
• Rick Fehr • 104th on the list with $29,779
LPGA Tour
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • 121st on the list with $22,146
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • 99th on the list with $42,414
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • 143rd on the list with $9,450
• Kim Welch • Washington State • 158th on the list with $2,746

Did you know….

• The LPGA Tour will return to Portland for the
2013
golf season but this time at a different host
• By carrying a GHIN handicap through your
course.
Well, kind of different. After four years at
men’s or women’s club
–
Pumpkin
Ridge the Safeway Classic is heading to
at any golf facility
Columbia
Edgewhether public, private,
water
Country
or at a driving range or
Club in Portland.
other kind of facility
Columbia
Edge– you are a member
water
had
hosted
of the WSGA, and by
the tournament for 26 years before it left in 2009
extension a member of
for a four-year run at Pumpkin Ridge. The dates
the Pacific Northwest
of the tournament are set for Aug. 29-Sept. 1 - a
Golf Association. Call
four-round
event for the first time.
the PNGA at 206.526.1238 if you have any questions.
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New ownership group has given new life
to Central Washington resort and play is up

When Desert Canyon Golf Resort opened
for play in 1993, the reviews were fast and
widespread. The course was a big hit with its
challenging layout and terrific views of the
Columbia River.
Since then, the course has changed hands
a couple of times and Desert Canyon found
itself falling off the golf radar in the Pacific
Northwest. Not any more. After a sale to Lyn
and Randy Anderson and Don Barth in 2011
Desert Canyon is back and thriving. Director of Golf Mark Rhodes has been with the
course for five years has seen the highs and
lows of Desert Canyon. After the sale from
Homestead to the Anderson-Barth group, he
sees a course on the rise.
“This is a great place to be right now,”
said Rhodes. “The new ownership group is
making all the right changes. And as a result,
play is up.”
One of the biggest changes has been
the improvements made to the course. The
maintenance crew has added staff as well as
additional equipment to make sure golfers get
a first-class experience when they play. Even
the little touches have gone a long way, like
adding flowers to the entrance.
And there are more changes to come. The
ponds, which are a great asset to the first and
10th holes, will be re-done and new water
features added and some of the desert areas
are going to be taken away and grass will be
put in its place to make the course more user
friendly, said Rhodes.
Not only does Desert Canyon offer one of

the top courses in the state of Washington, the
resort has plenty to keep the families happy.
There is an 18-hole putting course near the
clubhouse and the course now owns its own
15-space RV park. The Columbia River is
nearby with its water sports, fishing and more.
There is also a first-class hotel next door
called the Lodge at Desert Canyon, complete
with 37 rooms and rooms that overlook
the golf course. Number for the hotel is
509.784.1234.
Desert Canyon is a course with nines
called the Lakes and Desert Nines. The course
plays to 7,285 yards from the tips and 5,200
yards from the gold tees. The original layout
designed by Jack Frei has never changed
but Rhodes said some tweaks will make the
course even better,.
“This is a big golf course, said Rhodes.
“We want to do what we can to make it user
friendly and speed up play.”
Desert Canyon also offers an events center,
a building which can host tournaments, meetings and weddings. The building next to the
events center houses the Oasis Restaurant,
the pro shop and a coffee house.
“People don’t get cheated when they head
to Desert Canyon - we have just about everything they need for a great golf weekend,”
said Rhodes. “And with the new owners, we
are trying to make it better all the time. And
it’s showing too.”
For more information call Desert Canyon
at 800.258.4173 or visit their website at www.
desertcanyonresort.com

Desert Canyon head pro Mark Rhodes (left) stands with owners Lyn Anderson, Randy Anderson and
Don Barth (top photo); The Columbia River makes for a scenic backdrop at Desert Canyon (lower).
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Highlander Golf Club has
new changes to show off

Get ready to get carried away at Highlander’s newly redesigned, cliff-side course open to the
public in Wenatchee, Wash. Ten years after its inception, Highlander Golf Course, a premier destination hideaway nestled high above the Columbia River, has been redesigned with new challenges in
store for players up to the test.
Highlander owner Brad Selland set course in 2011 on an extreme makeover for his jewel of a
course with the goal of providing his guests something truly new. This spring, Selland pressed forward with a second phase of major renovations, reopening in May with a completely transformed
back nine showcasing three new feature holes. Holes 17 and 18 are now breathtaking canyon-carry
holes ingeniously carved into the sheer cliff-side above the Columbia River. Then Selland artfully
re-mastered 16 with the addition of a challenging new water feature and stonework bridge, creating
yet another feature hole. The makeover was completed with the addition of hundreds of new trees,
many of them gigantic and fully mature, lining the closely cut fairways.
Thousands of man hours went into transforming the course to take better advantage of the breathtaking cliff-side vista, all while increasing both the challenge and the playability of this par-70 course
which currently plays 5,960 yards from the black championship tees.
For information or tee times call Highlander at 509.884.4653. Greens fees range from $39 to
$59 for 18 holes and all greens fees include a cart. Also see www.highlandergc.com for more.
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Highlander Golf Club in East Wenatchee has plenty of new changes to show off.

Desert Aire: Fall golf along
the Columbia River a treat

Once the calendar rolls around to the fall
months, don’t think that Central Washington
is out of the golf pictures. In fact, there might
not be a better opportunity to play golf around
Central Washington than early fall.
You might want to check out Desert Aire
Golf Course in Mattawa near the Columbia
River.
Desert Aire Golf Course is rated three stars
by Golf Digest and is one of the highest rated
public courses in Central Washington. In fact,
the course offers one of the longest playing
seasons in the area due to its location along the
river.
Desert Aire's beautifully-groomed course
winds through the sand and sage of the natural
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desert. The course is framed by stunning vistas
of the Umtanum Ridge and the Columbia River.
“It’s a great place for a fall getaway,” said
Don Tracy of Desert Aire. “We are a year-round
place to play but the fall is a great time to see the
area and play the course. The course is always
in great shape and the fall colors are out.”
Golfers with RV’s are more than welcome
at Desert Aire Golf Course. In fact, the course
has an $89 special for staying and playing Sunday–Thursday. It includes full hook ups for the
RV plus a round of golf for two and cart. Many
golfers with RV’s decide to make a weekend of
their trips to Desert Aire.
For more information about the course call
Desert Aire at 509.932.4439.
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Former PNGA head Bodenhamer will
help lead U.S. golf teams at ‘16 Olympics
Former head of the Pacific Northwest
Golf Association John Bodehamer is continuing his climb up the USGA ladder.
Bodenhamer left the PNGA for the USGA
in 2011 to take the job as senior managing
director of rules, competitions and equipment standards and now has added another
title to his job.
Bodenhamer has been named a co-chair
of USA Golf which is the national governing
body that will select and manage the men’s
and women’s golf teams for the 2016 Summer Olympics in Brazil.
“All of us at USA Golf are excited to
launch the organization that will select
and support the men and women who will
comprises Team USA as golf returns to the
2016 Olympic Games,” said Bodenhamer.
“It is an exciting time for our sport and we
look forward to its presence on the Olympic
stage.”

However, he said, there is no new activity on
a previously discussed concept to build a zip-line
park on Makah lands.

Makah Indian Tribe looks
to build 9-hole golf course

Allison Murdoch received a royal welcome
into the Canadian Golf Hall of Fame as many of
her family, friends and Canadian golf elite were
on hand at her home course, the iconic Victoria
Golf Club, for Hall of Fame induction ceremonies staged by Golf Canada.
Murdoch’s career as an amateur actually began in Quebec, where she won the 1961 Quebec
Junior Girls Championship in addition to numerous regional titles.
Her success on the national circuit didn’t
actually bloom until 2002, after she won her first
of four Canadian Senior Women’s Championships.
Since then Allison has won numerous international events, including the British and Irish
Senior titles as well as two Pacific Northwest
Golf Association (PNGA) Senior and Mid Amateur championships.

The Makah tribe continues to add economic
development in Neah Bay and is working on a
nine-hole golf course to increase tourism and
recreational opportunities.
New activities and more accommodations for
visitors is a large part of the tribe’s current focus,
Mike Rainey, enterprise business manager for
the Makah tribal government, told an audience
of about 40 at a Port Angeles Regional Chamber
of Commerce luncheon Monday at the Red Lion
Hotel.
A parcel has been set aside on the Makah
reservation to build a nine-hole recreational golf
course in Neah Bay for the use of residents and
for visiting fishermen who would welcome an
alternate activity, Rainey said.

Sumner Rotary plans charity
golf tournament this month

The Sumner Rotary Golf Tournament and
Evening Gala is set for Friday, Sept. 13 at High
Cedars Golf Course in Orting.
The event will raise funds for Sumner Rotary
youth projects around the area. The event will
feature both the golf tournament an evening
gala.
The golf tournament begins at 10 a.m. with
a shotgun start and scramble format. There are
plenty of prizes and lunch is included as well.
Cost is $125 for the evening gala and golf or
just $45 for the evening gala.
For more information see the web site www.
sumnerrotarygolf.org.

Allison Murdoch welcomed into
Canadian Golf Hall of Fame
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Provincially, she’s won British Columbia, Alberta and Washington State senior titles.

Las Vegas Amateur sets
date for 2014 tournament

What will soon become one of the world’s largest and most successful amateur golf tournaments
tees off in 2014 in Las Vegas, the Entertainment
Capital of the World. Combining everything
that defines Las Vegas—entertainment, dining,
parties, resorts, golf, and more—The Las Vegas
World Amateur, to be played February 10-14,
2014, is quickly becoming the place to be for
amateur golfers looking for a challenge and a
good time on and off the golf course. Complete
tournament details and reservation information
is available at www.LVWorldAm.com.
On the course, the experience will be magnificent because of where golfers will be playing, and
off the course the accommodations, parties, tee
prizes, and everything else will be something that
participants talk about and remember for years.
Golf courses that have committed to the 2014
Las Vegas World Amateur include Royal Links,
Desert Pines, DragonRidge Country Club and
Spanish Trail Country Club. Bali Hai will be the
host site for the championship round.

Washington State student
wins NW Media scholarship

Christopher Shaw, a senior-to-be at Washington State University, has been selected as
the recipient of the 2013 NWGMA Scholarship,
which is given annually by the Northwest Golf
Media Association.
Shaw, a 20-year old Journalism and Media
Production major interested in a career as a
TV sports announcer, is receiving $2,500 from
the NWGMA. Shaw will be formally given the
scholarship at the 14th Annual NWGMA Banquet, to be held this year at Inglewood Golf Club
in Kenmore, Wash. on October 21.
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USGA television
deal will give
Chambers Bay
new look in ‘15

When the United States Open hits Chamber Bay in 2015, the television production
might look a little different. NBC is out and
Fox Sports is in.
The USGA has signed a deal with Fox
Sports to become the organization’s television partner for all of its event - including
the 2015 U.S. Open at Chambers Bay.
The old deal with NBC runs through the
2014 season with the USGA.
In a surprising announcement the USGA
said it has signed a 12-year multimedia deal
with Fox network and Fox Sports 1 to be
the domestic broadcast partner for the U.S.
Open and other USGA championships.
Though financial terms weren't disclosed, a person with knowledge of the
negotiations said the Fox bid was in the
neighborhood of $100 million a year, more
than double the previous contract. The
person wasn't authorized to release details
and spoke on condition of anonymity.
NBC Sports had been televising the U.S.
Open since 1995 at Shinnecock Hills, with
Johnny Miller as its shoot-from-the-hip
analyst who became as much of the show
as the golf itself.
"It was a big bummer," Miller said. "For
some reason, I told Dan Hicks at the U.S.
Open this year, 'I don't think we're going to
keep the U.S. Open.' I just had a hunch it
would be ESPN or Fox that stepped in and
made a high bid. I know we tried.”
The deal runs through 2026.
NBC's last U.S. Open will be next year at
Pinehurst No. 2 -- the U.S. Women's Open
will be played on the same course the following week.

• THE LESSON TEE •
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I’m sure most of you watched the PGA
Championship last month at Oak Hill.   I
watched almost every shot.  I’m thankful for
the invention of the DVR.  This is the first year
in a few I was not in the tournament.  It was
tough to be a spectator rather than playing.
A friend of mine watched the tournament
with me on the weekend and he thought it was
weird when I frame-by-frame stop actioned
each swing.  I am still a student of the game.  
Most players have several positions in common in their golf swing.  
Let’s take a look at two of them.
One: Most successful ball strikers achieve
the element of depth in their golf swing.  The
element of depth on the back swing helps a
player come from the inside and not over the
top of the plane. (Photo 1 – backswing photo
on the right).
A great check point for proper depth is
halfway back or when your left arm is parallel
to the ground (photo 1); your hands cover the
right bicep; the wrists are fully hinged; and the
butt of the club is pointed on the target line.  
The golfer achieves this depth and position
by turning their pivot (torso and hips), not by
lifting arms only.  This check point and position is very important.  Very, very important.  
Without this depth, most golfers are over the
top of the plane.
And with this depth it is so much easier
to shallow the shaft on the down swing and
come from the inside (photo 2).  As a note,
I have the shaft stuck in the ground at this
45-degree angle to assure the feeling of
shallowing the shaft coming down.   Also a
tip, start the downswing with your hands and
arms moving to the inside quarter of the ball.  
Do not start the downswing with shoulders

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: To have successful swing
it’s important to have an element of depth

One: Most successful ball
strikers achieve the element of
depth in their golf swing.   The
element of depth on the back
swing helps a player come from
the inside and not over the top
of the plane.
• (Photo 1 – backswing photo
on the right).

Photo 1

and hips.  Drive those hips after you shallow
the shaft in the transition from the top (after
you get to photo 2).  Then rip those legs and
hips.

Jeff Coston is a former PGA Tour Player.  
He has played in 16 Major Championships
on the PGA Tour.  He can be reached for an
appointment by calling 360-201-4590.  www.
Photo 2
jeffcoston.com.
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Heading to WSU for Cougar game?
Don’t forget about Palouse Ridge
and the chance to mix in some golf
If you are planning on taking in a Washington State Cougar football game this fall
in Pullman, remember to bring the clubs.
Football weekends on the Palouse are
an exciting time of the year. Tailgaters and
golfers converge on Pullman beginning on
the Thursday before each home game. Tee
times fill up fast for both Thursday’s and
Friday’s at Palouse Ridge Golf Course.
Golfers can hear the Washington State
University band practicing on the rugby
field in the center of campus, as they make
their way around Palouse Ridge.
The game day shotgun on Saturday
morning is always a full field. Sunday’s

at Palouse Ridge Golf Club begin with tee
times that fill up for that one last round
before heading home. It’s best to call the
pro shop or go to www.palouseridge.com
to make your tee time well in advance of
the next game. Call 509.35.4312 for information or see the web site www.footballweekends.wsu.edu.
Here’s a look at the Cougar home football
schedule in Pullman:
Sept. 14 vs. Southern Utah
Sept. 21 vs. Idaho
Oct. 12 vs. Oregon State
Oct. 31 vs. Arizona State
Nov. 23 vs. Utah
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It’s important to make an advanced tee time at Palouse Ridge on Cougar football weekends.
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Rules of the Game: Plenty of variations when it comes
to when rules penalties can and cannot be assessed

Probably the most classic example of getting a second opinion was Ernie
Els in the 2004 Masters when his ball was in the woods and he wanted relief
from a pile of branches that covered his ball. The referee said “no,” and so
Els asked for another opinion. That referee also said “no.” Undaunted, Els
asked for a third opinion, and was granted relief. Although the first referee,
under Rule 34-2, didn’t have to grant the second opinion, he did.

Mike
Peluso

Well, here it is. The final Rule in our trip
through The Rules of Golf.  It’s Rule 34 (Disputes and Decisions). What an appropriate
way to end the book with a Rule that says, in
essence, “Okay, we’ve gone through all 33
Rules and have covered every possible situation a golfer might encounter on the course.
But what if there’s STILL a disagreement,
conflict or dispute? Or what if a Rules Official
or referee makes a mistake?”
Like Rule 33 that we saw last month, Rule
34 doesn’t deal with the processes, procedures and do’s and don’t’s that a player is
bound by. It deals with how the Committee,
the Rules Officials, and other tournament
personnel handle mistakes, disputes and
problems.
Rule 34-1 (Claims and Penalties) deals
with time limits for assessing penalties. For
example, in match play, if an player makes a
claim against his opponent, the Committee is
obliged to render a ruling as soon as possible
and not leave the players in limbo about the
state of their match. However, if it’s discovered that the two opponents had agreed to
waive a Rule during their match, there is no
time limit in applying the penalty of disqualification for both of them – even days, weeks or
months later.
I get a lot of phone calls where people tell
me that a Rules violation has been discovered
after the competition has been closed, and
they want to know what to do. Rule 34-1
offers guidelines for such situations. In a
nutshell, once the competition is closed, you
can’t apply a penalty that happened during
the competition. However, as always in the
Rules, there are exceptions:

1) As in match play, if it is discovered that
a competitor had agreed to waive a Rule or
Rules, he may be disqualified after the competition is closed,
2) A competitor can be disqualified after
the competition is closed if he recorded a
higher handicap that he was entitled to, and
it favorably affected his score. However, it
needs to be proven that the player knew that
he had recorded the higher handicap.
3) A competitor can also be disqualified
after the competition is closed if he returned
a score for a hole that is actually lower than he
actually took, even if it was an honest mistake.
But, there’s an exception to this exception: If
a competitor’s score on a hole was less than
he actually took because he failed to include a
penalty that he did not know he had incurred,
the score stands.
4) Finally, if a competitor had breached a
Rule for which the penalty was disqualification,
but didn’t know it, he cannot be disqualified
after the competition is closed. But, if it can
be proven that he knew that he had committed
such a violation before the competition had

closed, he can still be disqualified after the
closure of the competition.
Rule 34-2 (Referee’s Decision) merely
states that a referee’s decision is final. There
is a saying that “a referee is always right, even
if he’s wrong.” This really isn’t much different
than in other sports, where bad calls happen
all the time. However, unlike in other sports,
the referee in golf has the luxury of taking his
time in making a ruling, and therefore there
are much fewer “bad calls” in golf. If a referee
makes a ruling, and the player doesn’t like it,
he can ask for a second opinion. Virtually any
referee will grant that second opinion (and
the second opinion stands), but if the referee
denies a second opinion, his ruling is final.
Probably the most classic example of
getting a second opinion was Ernie Els in the
2004 Masters when his ball was in the woods
and he wanted relief from a pile of branches
that covered his ball. The referee said “no,”
and so Els asked for another opinion. That
referee also said “no.” Undaunted, Els asked
for a third opinion, and was granted relief.
Although the first referee, under Rule 34-2,
didn’t have to grant the second opinion, he
did.
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Rule 34-3 (Committee’s Decision) is analogous to Rule 34-2, but Committee decision
is invoked when there is no referee with the
group. This Rule also states that the Committee’s decision is final. However, there’s also
a recourse to this: A player may write to the
United States Golf Association and ask for an
opinion. However, the USGA will not render
an opinion if the competition in question was
not played according to The Rules of Golf.
Several decisions in Decisions on the Rules
of Golf are the result of such questions submitted to the USGA.
You will notice in October that the content
and the format of my column will change. It
will be shorter and will deal exclusively with
unusual or controversial situations that have
happened over the years in interpreting the
Rules of Golf. Feel free to e-mail me if you
have any questions or comments on this
format change. As always, your general questions are always welcome.

Mike Peluso is a rules official with the
USGA, PNGA and other golf organizations.
He can be reached for rules questions at
mikepeluso@comcast.net.
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Boeing Classic: First-time
champ and record crowds
There was plenty of excitement at the 2013
Boeing Classic, held at the TPC Snoqualmie
Ridge, just east of Seattle.
Not only did John Riegger win the tournament, his first victory on the Champions Tour,
the event set an attendance mark, including a
large crowd for Sunday’s final round of the
tournament.
The 50-year-old Riegger finished at
15-under-par for the tournament, winning by
two shots over John Cook.
Seattle native Fred Couples provided the
crowds some excitement of his own with a
final-round 66 and finished third four shots
behind Riegger,
The 2013 Boeing Classic set an all-time
attendance record, with 86,000 spectators who
came out for the tournament. A total of 30,000
fans witnessed an exciting final round in which
John Riegger held off Cook and Couples to
earn his first Champions Tour title.
Riegger won his first Champions Tour event
in his fifth official start and becomes the fifth
rookie and fifth first-time winner on the circuit
this year, equaling the Champions Tour record
for most rookies to triumph in a season (five
in 1989, 1999, 2007). He becomes the first
player to make the Boeing Classic his first
career victory on the Champions Tour.
For Couples, the third-place finish was his
best performance in the Boeing Classic. It
marked the fifth time he’s finished among the
top-three in an event this year in 10 starts on
the Champions Tour.
Other Pacific Northwest players included
Kirk Triplett of Pullman who tied for 12th,
Eugene’s Brian Heninger who was 14th, Portland native Peter Jacobsen who tied for 28th,
Bob Gilder of Corvallis who tied for 45th and
Seattle’s Rick Fehr who was 79th.
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Photo by Scott Bisch
John Riegger won his first Champions Tour event by claiming the Boeing Classic,.
Photo by Scott Bisch
Seattle native Fred Couples swings.

Photo by Scott Bisch

Photo by Scott Bisch
Portland’s Peter Jacobsen waves.

The Boeing Classic set an attendance record of 86,000 at the TPC Snoqualmie Ridge.
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