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Central Oregon: A place with
the weather and golf courses
Is there any doubt why Central Oregon is always
considered one of the top golf destinations in the Pacific
Northwest - with its warm summer and fall weather and
some of the top courses in the Northwest to play, including places like Black Butte (right). For more on Central
Oregon, see inside this section of Inside Golf.
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Kah-Nee-Ta: Central Oregon gem

		

UW golfer Chris Williams
Ben Hogan Award winner
Chris Williams was named recipient of
the 2013 Ben Hogan Award in a ceremony at
Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, Texas.
Williams became the second Husky, joining
Nick Taylor in 2010, to be honored with college
golf’s most prestigious award.
The Ben Hogan Award is presented annually
to the top men’s NCAA Division I, II or III, NAIA
or NJCAA college golfer taking into account
all collegiate and amateur competitions during
the 12-month period dating from the previous
award’s banquet.
“This is pretty surreal for me,” Williams
said. “I grew up in Moscow, Idaho. I never
thought I’d be here today. Our golf season is
about three weeks long. We don’t get a lot of
time to play, but I took advantage of it.”
See Page 6 for more on Williams.

Ryan Moore will host a
AJGA national tourney
American Junior Golf Association alumnus
and PGA Tour player and Northwest native
Ryan Moore will partner with the AJGA in 2013
to host a national junior golf event, July 1-4. The
Ryan Moore Junior Championship will be held
at RMG Club at Oakbrook in Lakewood, Wash.
The 54-hole, stroke play event will feature 96 of
the nation’s top male and female junior golfers
ages 12-18.
This is the first time since 2010 the AJGA
has conducted an event in Washington. It will
be the first AJGA event for RMG Club, Moore’s
golf course management company founded in
2012.
See Page 4 for more information.

Web.com Tour will hit
Pumpkin Ridge in 2014
The Web.com Tour will be making a return
to the state of Oregon in 2014.
The WinCo Foods Portland Open will be
held Aug. 18-24, 2014 at Pumpkin Ridge Golf
Club, just outside of Portland.
The Web.com Tour returns to Oregon after
a few years. The tour had hit Shadow Hills in
Jiunction City just outside of Eugene before the
tournament went away.
See Page 9 for more information.

Rules Quiz
From the make sure you have
the right number of clubs in your bag
file: Player A and Payer B are playing
fourball stroke play. It is discovered
on the fourth hole that player B has
15 clubs in his bag. You are called
to make the ruling. Now what do
you do to get the ruling right? See
answer on Page 2.
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Kah-Nee-Ta Resort in the
Central Oregon town of Warm
Springs offers the kind of setting that makes it perfect for a
vacation getaway. The resort
offers everything a family
would enjoy from swimming
to hiking, horseback riding,
tennis, kayaking and of course
golf. The resort has been a
family tradition since the early
60s and the dry desert air allows golf to be played year
round, most years. For more,
see inside this section.

Griffin uses big
final round, wins
Washington Open
PGA Professional Chris Griffin of Tacoma C&GC (Lakewood, Wash.) used some
clutch play in the third and final round and
went on to win the Sterling Bank Washington Open Invitational at Meridian Valley
Country Club in Kent.
Griffin put together a final round of
4-under-par 68 to come from behind and
win the $6,000 first-place check. Griffin had
rounds of 67-73-68 for a 208 total.
Griffin won by two shots over amateur
and former Major League baseball pitcher
Erik Hanson of Sahalee Country Club who
finished at 210.
Matt Cowell of Lake Padden in Bellingham led through two rounds after rounds of
68-68 but faded with a third round 74 and
finished tied for third with Mike Roters of
Gateway Golf Discount.
PGA Professional Tim Feenstra of Broadmoor GC (Seattle) finished in fifth while
Jeff Coston of Semiahmoo Resort (Blaine,
Wash.) tied for sixth with Todd Erwin of
Tacoma Firs and Casey McCoy of Airport
Golf Center (Tumwater) at 213.

Putnam wins Mexico
event on Web.com Tour

Michael Putnam of University Place,
Wash. won on the Web.com Tour in Leon,
Mexico - a win which pushed him to the top
of the Web.com money standings.
Putnam fired a final-round 66 to come
from behind and win the tournament at El
Bosque Country Club. Putnam waited until
the final hole to make sure the victory was
his. On the 18th hole of the final round,
Putnam knocked a 4-iron 220 yards into a
greenside bunker on the par-5. He got up
and down for birdie to win the tournament
by two shots over Alex Prugh of Spokane,
who led the event through three rounds,.
Putnam’s brother Andrew had a good
tournament, finishing in ninth place.

Retired Seattle Times
sports columnist now
has more time for golf
You might not know the face, but you
must know the name. Former Seattle Times
columnist Steve Kelley has retired after 30
years. Kelley’s writing always stirred up
Seattle sports fans through the years with
his wit and pointed opinions.
But Kelley, at age 64, has decided to call
it a career as a sport writer. Instead, he will
look to fill his sports void with other things,
like golf. Inside Golf spent some time with
the former Seattle Times sports columnist
at Twin LakesGolf and Country Club in
Federal Way. See inside for more.
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The Central Oregon Shootout is the type
of golf event that spoils you. I’m a competitive
person and want to win anything I enter, but
this year the Central Oregon Shootout left me
not feeling too bad with a middle-of-the-pack
finish. Why’s that.
The Central Oregon Shootout, a threeday event for two-player teams, givs you a
little bit of everything. How about a breakfast
every day when you head to the course. A
little hungry after the round? Then there’s the
lunch after each round. Tee prize? The tournament has that covered too with an Antigua
pullover.
And if you happen to play well, something
I almost never do in tournament golf, the
payoffs aren’t too bad. My buddy Joe won
his flight last year (with a different partner
of course) and he had trouble spending his
first-place gift certificate.
The tournament started as an effort with
Aspen Lakes, Black Butte Ranch and Eagle
Crest Resort trying to get golfers to their
courses late in April, a time that is still somewhat slow in Central Oregon.
The tournament offers a different format
and different golf course all three days. One
day is a scramble. The next is a best-ball. The
final day is a chapman. The first two formats
are fun, the third day is torture if your partner
doesn’t have any game on the third day. It’s
easy to be what I call a “PK” as in partner
killer. Which is what I am.
Two years ago, I missed three putts inside
of a foot in the chapman format. I was known
as PK for the final four holes. This year, I
missed a three-footer on the last hole. PK
strikes again. “You can really screw your
partner in the chapman format, said one of
our playing partners from Portland. “And I
should know, I am screwing my guy.”
This year’s tournament drew 344 golfers,

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Central Oregon Shootout: Full field
might cause tournament to expand

a record number for the 11-year-old tournament. The numbers were so good that tournament organizers will think about adding a
course for next year’s tournament.
“It’s a good problem to have,” said Josh
McKinley, the head professional at Aspen
Lakes. “We’ve kind of discussed it and we’re
going to include it on a survey.”
What makes the Central Oregon Shootout
tick is in the name - the fact that the event is
in Central Oregon. Golfers love Central Oregon. What’s not to love. The golf is terrific.
There are plenty of outdoor activities. And the
weather .... well, for this year’s tournament it
was over 70 degrees for the first two days
and not a single frost delay. In fact, McKinley
brought that nugget up when he was giving
instructions to the first two flights at Aspen
Lakes on the final day of the tournament. A big
round of applause went up from the players.
The tournament field of 344 players comes
at a great time in Central Oregon when the
weather is iffy and golfers only show up if
the weather is guaranteed to be sunny. This
tournaments brings in golfers from all over the
Pacific Northwest. I have played in every one
except one. And the weather is usually good,
but sometimes you get some wind, some cold
and some frost delays. But that’s just the way

it goes. This is a tournament that is first class
on and off the golf course. And it could get
bigger.
“We’ll see what happens, but it’s great to
see people really turn out for this event,” said
McKinley. “We try and provide a first-class
event. We want people coming back.”
• It might not be right on the heels of the
Central Oregon Shootout, but the Kia Pacific Amateur Golf Classic is another popular
Central Oregon event. This tournament is
individual play and broken up into flights. If you
finish high enough in your flight, you qualify
for the final round at Sunriver’s Crosswater.
The 17-year-old Pacific Amateur is a
Central Oregon staple and draws up to 800
golfers every year for its three-day run. But
what makes this tournament big for the area
too is that many golfers bring their families
and the local economic impact is big.
The dates for this year’s tournament have
moved back to the original time slot of the
middle of September. Again, the weather is
not what it is in the middle of the summer,
but Central Oregon in September is still an
outstanding place.
See www.pacamgolf.com for more information on the tournament.
• And one more Central Oregon event to
keep on the schedule planner is the Central
Oregon Patriot Challenge, set for Oct. 4-6 at
Aspen Lakes, Bend Golf and Country Club
and Widgi Creek. The third annual event will
have proceeds going toward the PGA’s Patriot Golf Day program. The event will feature
two-player teams and is another way to visit
Central Oregon during the shoulder season.
Call Aspen Lakes 541.549.4653 for more.

Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.

• Inside Golf - June Issue 2013 •

Bob Marlatt
Publisher
Steve Turcotte
Editor-Advertising
Kathy Marlatt
Operations Manager
Contributing Writers
Jeff Coston,
Kathy DeNeui, Mike Peluso,
Brett Wilkinson
Cartoonist: Harold Bluestein

Subscription rates:
$17-one year and $30-two
years (U.S. funds).
Unsolicited articles and photos are welcome, however we will accept no liability
for their loss or damage, and will only
return them if prior arrangements have
been made with the publisher.

Courier Address

460 Dennis Blvd
Port Townsend, WA 98368

Mailing Address

P.O. Box 1890
Port Townsend, WA 98368

Phone

(360) 379-4080

E-mail Address

InsideGolf@cablespeed.com

www.insidegolfonline.com

Inside Golf Newspaper
is a trademark of
Northwest Publications, Inc. and is published on the first of each month.

Rules Answer
Answer: In fourball stroke play as covered
by Rule 31-6 a “side” penalized for a breach
of Rule 4 covering clubs. In this situation the
penalty is two strokes per hole with a maximum
of four strokes per round. HOWEVER the
penalty is applied to both partners. OUCH!!

• Inside Golf would like to thank rules official
Paul Lucien for the rules questions.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Ryan Moore will host AJGA national event at Oakbrook;
Pacific Amateur is set for Central Oregon in September

American Junior Golf Association alumnus and PGA Tour player and Northwest
native Ryan Moore will partner with the
AJGA in 2013 to host a national junior golf
event, July 1-4. The Ryan Moore Junior
Championship will be held at RMG Club
at Oakbrook in Lakewood, Wash. The 54hole, stroke play event will feature 96 of the
nation’s top male and female junior golfers
ages 12-18.
This is the first time since 2010 the AJGA
has conducted an event in Washington. It
will be the first AJGA event for RMG Club,
Moore’s golf course management company
founded in 2012.
A two-time Rolex Junior All-American,
Moore recorded five top-10 finishes and
three AJGA victories, including the 1999
AJGA Boise Junior Classic at Warm Springs
and the 2001 HP Junior Championship at
Trophy Lake.

Central Oregon courses getting
set for Lithia Pacific Amateur

If you are looking to get those competitive juices flowing, then look no further than
the 17th annual Lithia Pacific Amateur
Golf Classic. The event will take place at
some of Central Oregon’s top golf courses
Sept. 21-26, 2013 with the top finishers of
the individual flights meeting at Sunriver’s
Crosswater course for the tournament championship.
The three-day event, produced by the
Central Oregon Visitors Association, offers
divisions for golfers of every skill level including the open/gross division for golfers
looking to play without handicaps. There
are several competitive divisions for men,

women and seniors. And top finishers from
each flight will earn a spot in the final round
at Crosswater.
There is no shortage of gifts when you
sign up for the Lithia Pacific Amateur, including the three rounds of golf, a Pac Am
gift bag valued at more than $200, lunch and
golf cart all days of the tournament, daily
closes-to-the-pin competitions, a demo days
and more.
Players come from around the country and the world for the tournament. More than
700 players are expected to take part in the
17th annual event.
Early registration fee is $505 before June
15 and $530 after that. See www.pacamgolf.
com for more information.

Big hitters get ready, long
drive contests set for you

If you are a long ball hitter then you
might want to tee it up at the local long
drive qualifications, which are taking place
on June 23rd, July 6th, July 20th and July
26th (last chance qualifier).  
Local long drive contests will be held at
High Cedars Golf Course in Orting, Wash.
Kevin Osborne is the Regional Director for
the Northwest and Alaska events. All local
and regional events will be held at High
Cedars. Qualifiers for the local event will
participate in the Regional Qualifier, which
will be held on July 27 (Open Regional) and
July 28 (Senior Regional).
The next step from Regionals will be the
Re/Max World Long Drive Championship
Open, held in Mesquite, Nevada on September 23rd through 27. Final competition will
be held Oct. 30 at Las Vegas Motor Speed-

way. The title sponsor for the final event is
The Golf Channel, which will broadcast the
event on tv. There are two divisions to contend in: The Open Division and the Senior
Division. For information contact Kevin
Osborne at osbornegolf@comcast.net.

Central Oregon courses get
together for Patriot Challenge

Aspen Lakes, Widgi Creek and Bend
Golf and Country Club will be the host
courses for the 2013 Central Oregon Patriot
Challenge Oct. 4-6, 2013.
The tournament is run in conjunction
with the PGA’s Patriot Golf Day and will
support the Patriot Golf Day and the Folds
of Honor Foundation.
The third annual event will feature twoplayer teams playing on three different formats over three days on the three different
courses.
Josh McKinley, the head professional at
Aspen Lakes, is a veteran and told himself
that if he ever became a head professional he
would set up an event to honor veterans. He
has done just that with the Central Oregon
Patriot Golf Challenge.			
Entry fee is $565 per team and includes
an opening reception, golf, carts, range balls,
lunch, tee prizes and more.
For more information, call Aspen Lakes
at 541.549-4653.

Twin Lakes will play host to
Northwest Wonen’s Open event

Some of the top women club professionals from around the country will converge
at Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club in

Federal Way for the Northwest Women’s
Open.
The three-day event will be held July
15-17 and will feature top women club
professionals and as well as some of the
top women amateurs from around the Pacific Northwest. The event is open to both
professionals and amateurs. The purse for
the event will be $20,000.
The tournament will feature the Nike
Pro-Am to kick off the three-day event. The
Monday Nike Pro-Am will include many of
the professionals from the tournament playing with a team of three amateur partners.
Entries are available for $200 per player.
For more information on the tournament,
call Twin Lakes at 253.838.0345 or get an
entry at twinlakesgolf.net.

GolfTEC will be sponsor of
Glen Acres GABBI tournament

Glen Acres Golf and Country Club in Seattle is excited to announce this year’s Glen
Acres Better Ball Invitational (GABBI) will
be sponsored by GolfTEC. “I’m looking
forward to working with GolfTEC and its
Franchise owner Brett Allen, to bring you
one of the premier two man Best balls in the
state! The title sponsorship will help raise
the pay-out along with bringing in some new
players, “ said Glen Acres head professional
Joe Langer.
The tournament will be held July 13th
and 14th with a skins game and practice
round on Friday the 12th.
Call the Pro Shop for details 206.244.3786
or go to the website to register at www.
glenacresgolf.com for more information on
the tournament.
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UW golfer Chris Williams
honored with Ben Hogan
Award as top college player

Chris Williams was named recipient of
the 2013 Ben Hogan Award in a ceremony at
Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, Texas.
Williams became the second Husky, joining
Nick Taylor in 2010, to be honored with college golf's most prestigious award.
The Ben Hogan Award is presented annually to the top men's NCAA Division I, II or
III, NAIA or NJCAA college golfer taking
into account all collegiate and amateur competitions during the 12-month period dating
from the previous award's banquet. The Ben
Hogan Award selection committee is made up
of 23 leaders and experts in amateur, college
and professional golf.
As the 2013 The Ben Hogan Award recipient, Williams will receive an exemption into
the PGA TOUR's 2014 Crowne Plaza Invitational at Colonial, as well as earn a $50,000
grant for the UW men's golf scholarship
program, $25,000 of which will be donated
under his name.
Williams beat out California's Michael
Kim and TCU's Julien Brun in winning the
award. Kim was the 2013 Pac-12 Player of the
Year and had four wins, but on the strength
of Williams' outstanding summer play and
solid senior season, he took home the prize.
Williams is the world's No.1-ranked amateur
in both the World Amateur Golf Rankings
and the Scratch Players World Rankings.
He was the 2012 recipient of the Mark H.
McMormack Medal as the world's top-ranked
amateur to clinch berths into the 2013 U.S.
Open and the Open Championship. A product
of Moscow, Idaho, he swept the 2012 Western
Amateur match play and stroke play titles.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 164th on the list with $163,205
• Ben Crane • Portland • 68th on the list with $701,298
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 48th on the list with $943,680
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • No cuts made
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 211th on the list with $7,700
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 66th on the list with $751,983
• Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • 74th on the list with $653,967
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 51st on the list with $891,940
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • 200th on the list with $32,350
Web.com Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • No cuts made
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 30th on the list with $60,115
• Andrew Putnam •Tacoma • 44th on the list with $48,839
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 1st on the list with $246,234
Champions Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 15th on the list with $352,492
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 71st on the list with $53,722
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 67th on the list with $68,832
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 22nd on the list with $267,442
LPGA Tour
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • 95th on the list with $22,146
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • 103rd on the list with $18,144
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • 137th on the list with 6,676
• Kim Welch • Washington State • 149th on the list with 2,445

UW men’s golfer Chris Williams.
On the college circuit this season, Williams,
who was named first team All-Pac-12, has a
70.97 scoring average per round, which is
fourth-best in UW single-season history. He
has seven top-10 finishes and has shot in the
60's 11 times during the season. His seven
top-10s this year are tied for eighth.

Current, former UW golfers set for Open

Former University of Washington golfer
Karinn Dickinson and current Husky Kelli
Bowers qualified for the U.S. Women’s
Open at Waverley Country Club in Portland.
The U.S. Open will be held June 27-30 in
Southhampton, New York. Portland’s Allison Haana is an alternate.

Did you know….
• The WSGA helps fund the Washington Junior
Golf Association, which
introduces young players to the game of golf
and provides competition for all levels of
ability. The WSGA is
also a major supporter
of First Green, which
brings high school students to golf courses as part of their “Links as Labs”
program.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• The Oregon Golf Association runs ExploreOregonGolf.com as your one-stop directory for all clubs
& courses in Oregon & Southwest Washington? The
site also features an
event directory listing everything from
Amateur Championships, Club Events, Junior Tournaments, OGA Tour
events, Clinics & Camps, Fundraisers and more. If you’re
looking for a way to Explore Oregon Golf, check out
ExploreOregonGolf.com.

Make sure you get the right fit for your clubs
With the weather heating up, most golfers
are beginning to day dream about that hot
new driver, fairway wood, or iron set. This will
lead most amateurs to the nearest golf shop
and buy the same clubs their buddies just
bought.
Next time you head to the driving range or
golf course, take a minute to observe just how
different golfers are in their size, strength, fitness level, and most importantly, their swings.
Then, imagine how the majority of these golfers purchased their equipment. They walked
into their local golf shop, were mesmerized
by the enormous selection of shiny new clubs
built to one or two pre-determined lengths, lie
angles, grip sizes, and shaft flexes hanging on
the wall, waiting to be purchased. Come on,
people. Imagine walking into a clothing store or
shoe store that only stocked one size for men
and one size for women. Would you continue
shopping there?  

One of the most common statements that
we hear during or after a club fitting from our
clients is “I don’t know why I did that. The
guy at my golf shop said it’s what I needed.”
Obviously, there’s a disconnection between
the amateur golfer and his or her equipment.
The other comment we usually hear is
how involved we get our clients in our fitting

process. We ask dozens of questions, and the
depth of those questions is dictated by the caliber of the player. Even those seasoned golfers
who have previously been “fit” elsewhere,
are amazed when we measure their hand to
determine proper grip size. Then, we ask them
about previous injuries or current body restrictions. We ask what regions of the Northwest
or country they frequently play. We even ask
small personal details such as whether or not
they want their grip logo visible.
The two most common misconceptions
that all of our Certified Club Fitters run into
is that custom fit golf equipment will be more
expensive, or that a player isn’t good enough
to benefit from custom fit golf equipment. In
regards to cost, not only do we price match
all competitors, it can actually save you money
over the long term because you are buying
a custom set that will prevent the need to
continuously buy new equipment more often.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

Additionally, when determining proper club
gapping, many players learn that they don’t
always need to buy a full “traditional” set,
saving them more money by cutting down on
extraneous clubs.
The other misconception, that a player isn’t
good enough to benefit from properly fit clubs
is completely false. Tom Wishon, an industry
renowned expert on custom clubs, has done
numerous studies that have found that the
higher a golfer’s handicap, the more they benefit from clubs that best suit their body and
swing characteristics.
Think about it, Tiger Woods could likely
shoot a 72 playing with your clubs, whereas
you would most likely struggle greatly trying
to play his.

Eric Hambleton is a certified personal coach
and club fitter with GolfTEC in Bellevue. He can
be reached at 425.454.7956.
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Oregon’s Kah-Nee-Ta Resort:
Modern-day luxury, families
and golf are all rolled into one

By Brad Faller • Special to Inside Golf Newspaper
For the foreseeable future, golf facilities are needing to find ways to adapt to the economic
twists and turns, all of which are doing it in their own unique ways. A year after bringing longtime
Head Professional Joe Rauschenberg out of retirement and back to the front line, Kah-Nee-Ta
Resort and Spa is ready to face the changing times and build towards that future. “I had been
out of the golf business for four years, when I came back, the golf market had changed,” says
Joe of his return. “What I’ve learned since coming back is that the old stuff we used to do is
what we need to do now.” For the longtime professional from Hawaii, it starts with family.
The resort has made several changes to bring back the family-first concept that helped in
their early successes, which includes moving the casino away from the lodge to a 40,000 square
foot building off Highway 26. The hopes are that the new location will keep the lodge focused
on hospitality, while bringing more traffic to the conveniently located casino.  
As for the golf course, it is still the same as when Joe left: quiet, lush, and nearly untouched
even since its early beginnings in the 1970’s.  Kah-Nee-Ta's setting is what makes it stand
alone, and for that matter, it’s what sells it. Stretched through a tight east-west valley below
the lodge, the golf course itself meanders along the Deschutes River. The original William
Bell front nine is dotted with a handful of elevated tees and flat landing areas, just overlooking
the river. Bunny Mason’s back nine is more of a gentle sidehill affair, with the river playing
a more influential role, especially on the closing holes.  Though the layout winds through the
crest of the valley hills, the river can be heard from every hole, something that is often the
keynote luxury for those that return time and time again.
With the golf course unchanged, the golf operations at Kah-Nee-Ta are in fact changing
since Rauschenberg’s return. “Golf is still growing, but our community is small,” says Joe of
the Warm Springs Reservation. For Kah-Nee-Ta, the kids are the biggest part of the potential
growth. “The goal is simple with our kids: get them exposed to golf,” he says.
With the help from Desert Peaks Golf Course in Madras, Joe has been able to bring his local contingent of juniors to the neighboring 9-hole course, as well as bring kids from Madras
to Kah-Nee-Ta. “Kids are playing more golf in nearby towns such as Bend and Redmond, so
the goal is to get them out here to play, too.” This goes for players of all ages, including their
regulars. “We’re bringing in players to visit that haven’t been here in years, and sending ours
out to play neighboring courses,” says Joe of the other Central Oregon communities. “We’re
taking care of those that make the effort to come out and see us by showing them a good time
at a reasonable price.” The latest offering is “Senior Mondays,” where seniors play for $30
including a golf cart.
The golf market has indeed changed at Kah-Nee-Ta, but the experience that is provided—
and has provided for over 40 years—will not change. Central Oregon’s resort and destination
appeal has evolved into a blend of modern-day remote luxury and functional, peaceful comfort.
Kah-Nee-Ta is no exception, and will continue to provide the timeless original Central Oregon
resort experience for years to come.
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Kah-Nee-Ta Resort’s golf course offers a true Central Oregon desert experience.

If you want to take a break from golf, Kah-Nee-Ta Resort offers a variety of activities.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Jeff Sanders Promotions will bring back Web.com Tour
to Oregon for 2014 season at Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club

The Web.com Tour will return to the state
of Oregon in 2014 with the WinCo Foods
Portland Open. The event will be held Aug.
18-24, 2014 at Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club,
just outside of Portland.
The event is being put on by Jeff Sanders
Promotions.
The Web.com Tour had been held in
Oregon at Shadow Hills Country Club in
Junction City, just outside of Eugene. The
only Web.com Tour event in the Pacific
Northwest is the one held in Boise, Idaho.
Jeff Sanders Promotions also runs that Web.
com Tour event in Boise called the Albertson’s Boise Open.
Jeff Sanders Promotions is recognized as
a national leader in the golf event management industry. With 24 years of experience
and having produced over 250 successful
golf events, including 26 events on the
PGA Tour’s Web.com Tour and business
and charity events, Jeff Sanders Promotions
knows what it takes to get a tournament
organized.

Tam O’Shanter golfer claims title
at 55th annual Fort Lewis Amateur

Andrew Kennedy of Tam O’Shanter Golf
Club came from behind the win the 55th
annual Fort Lewis Amateur.
Kennedy opened with a 74 and found
himself trailing by three shots. But he came
up with a 68 in the second round for a 142
total and win the tournament by two shots
over John McCaslin of Capital City, who
was at 144.
John Mahler of Riverbend was third at
145 while Ryan Early of Capital City was
fourth at 146, Tom Lewis of Riverbend tied

for fifth with Vinnie Murphy of Sumner
Meadows at 148.
A total of 115 players took part in the
tournament.

Bae-Larson capture title at
WSGA Men’s Best Ball event

ons, Mike Haack of Bellevue, Wash. won
the title for the men’s, Karinn Dickinson
of Mukilteo for the women’s; and Keith
Crimp of Ellensburg for the Senior Men’s,
and Janet Kelleher of Blaine for the Senior
Women’s both won their titles in two-hole
playoffs. The two-day stroke play championship was held at The Home Course in
DuPont, Wash. and is the traditional kickoff
to the region’s championship season.
The field for the annual WSGA Champion
of Champions consists of champions of last
year’s WSGA championships, club champions at WSGA member clubs throughout the
state, and other exemptions (for a complete
list, visit www.thewsga.org).

Chris Bae of Issaquah, Wash. and Craig
Larson of Tacoma, Wash. won the 57th
WSGA Men’s Best-Ball by two strokes with
a two-day total of 14-under par 130. They
maintained their lead going into the final
round after sharing the round one lead at
7-under par with Gino Bonnalie and Brian
King, both of Lewiston, Idaho. The two
teams were paired together in the featured
foursome.
 	 Bae and Larson carded consistent backto-back rounds of 7-under par 65. Finishing two strokes back was Tom Brandes of
Bellevue, Wash. and Alex Stamey of Mill
Creek, Wash. who made a huge charge carding the low round of the championship with
an impressive 10-under par 62 to finish the
two-day championship at 12-under par.
 	 Chris DeGrazia of Lynnwood, Wash.
and Mike Hickok of Kirkland, Wash. won
the 20th WSGA Senior Men’s Best-Ball by
three strokes with a two-day total of 8-under
par 136. They maintained their lead going
into today’s final round. DeGrazia and
Hickok shared the lead at 4-under par with
Jeff Howell and Dan Thacker after the first
round of play.

Bill Winter of Beaverton. Ore. wins
the men’s title after a final round 3-under
par on the 6681 par 71 Langdon Farms
Golf Course. The former University of
Portland Men’s Golf Coach finished with a
5-under par total 69-68-137, beating out Ty
Chambers of Brush Prairie, Wash. by three
strokes.
Two-time Oregon Amateur Champion, Amy Beth Simanton, also bested the
women’s field by three strokes to claim the
women’s title. Simanton won with a 7-over
par 73-76-149 total beating defending champion, Brie Stone of Veneta, Ore. and Haleigh
Krause of Eugene, Ore.

Haack, Dicksinson capture titles
at WSGA Champion of Champions

Burkey, Smego team up to win
WSGA Women’s Best-Ball event

In the 4th WSGA Champion of Champi-

Winter, Simanton win at OGA’s
Champion of Champions tourney

Ginny Burkey and Lisa Smego, who both
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play out of The Home Course in DuPont,
Wash. withstood the charge of three-time
defending champions Jane Harris and Leslie
Folsom, both of Rainier G&CC, to win the
14th Washington State Women’s Best-Ball
Championship, held at Fircrest (Wash.) Golf
Club. The team of Burkey and Smego finished the two-day championship at 4-under
par, while Harris and Folsom finished one
shot back at 3-under par.
Finishing in first place in the net division,
with a two day total of 132, 16-under par on
the par 74 layout, was the team of Lavonne
Klinefelter of Overlook GC and Sue Sapp
of Gallery GC.

Sunriver’s Crosswater will host
Ghost Tree Invational Aug. 23

The Ghost Tree Invitational Golf Tournament at Crosswater Club in Sunriver,
Oregon is a four-person scramble tournament that is open to the public. Doubleshotgun tournament begins at 7:30 a.m. and
1:00 p.m.  Proceeds benefit the Assistance
League of Bend and Ronald McDonald
House Charities. For more information or
to sign up, visit http://www.ghosttreeinvitational.com.
The event will also feature a dinner on
Aug. 24 from 4:00-10:45 p.m. Join 1,500
guests for a culinary delight as 16 of the
finest chefs prepare over 22 dishes for you
to sample, from lobster to Kobe beef. Plan
to support the Ronald McDonald House of
Central Oregon and The Assistance League
by purchasing products from the silent
auction tent. For more information or to
purchase tickets, visit http://www.ghosttreeinvitational.com.
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In an effort to promote interest and participation in the game of golf, the Masters
Tournament Foundation, United States
Golf Association and The PGA of America
announced the creation of the Drive, Chip
and Putt Championship, a free, nationwide
junior skills competition that will conclude
at Augusta National Golf Club in 2014.
The state of Washington will be one of
the states used for regional qualifying for
this new event.
Participants in the inaugural Drive,
Chip and Putt Championship will advance
through local and regional qualifiers
conducted throughout the United States.
Competitors will be comprised of boys and
girls ages 7-15, and they will compete in
separate divisions in four age categories.
The regional champions in each of the
boys and girls divisions from the four age
categories will advance to the finals to be
held at Augusta National the Sunday before
the Masters Tournament, April 6, 2014. The
Championship finals will be produced and
broadcast by Golf Channel.
Local qualifying events will take place at
courses in 19 states and Washington, D.C.
In total, local qualifiers will provide more
than 17,000 opportunities to compete. An

extensive network of PGA Professionals and
USGA professional staff and volunteers will
conduct these competitions.
For more information see www.
DriveChipandPutt.com.

Inaugural Second Chance Ranch
Tournament benefits lives of horses

Auburn Golf Course will be the host for the
inaugural Second Chance Ranch Golf Tournament, which will help the lives of horses and
their owners.
The event will be June 15 at Auburn Golf
Course with a 7:30 a.m. shotgun start. Cost is
$125 per player and includes golf,  cart, lunch,
gift bag and more. For information see www.
secondchanceranch.org or call 253.288.2007.

Federal Way Chamber will
host tournament at Twin Lakes

The Federal Way Chamber Comcast Golf
Classic tournament will be held at Twin Lakes
Golf & Country Club on Friday, July 12, 2013
with a 12:00 p.m. shotgun start. The cost is $150
per golfer and includes golf, cart and dinner.
Please contact the Federal Way Chamber of Commerce - Deborah Davidek at (253) 838-2605 ext
103 to register.

• Hey Chuck: My putt got a little off
line a while back and missed the hole and
then hit the flag stick. What is the penalty
and what should I have done.
Jim, Seattle
• Hey Jim: I guess I will start with what
you should have done.........or could have
done. In the last major revision of the
rules, a previous rule was changed which
now allows a player to move a flagstick
laying on the ground without penalty. So
you could have and, if possible, should
have grabbed the flagstick as the ball
rolled toward it. In addition, any player
in your group could have moved the
flagstick if they had been close enough to
get it before the ball struck it. But, since
the ball did hit the flagstick that had been
removed you are penalized two strokes
and ball must be played as it lies. Tough
lesson to learn.
• Hey Chuck: I left my bag on a walk
back to the tee box during a round and
then I hit my tee shot so badly it hit my
bag that was sitting 150 yards down
the fairway. Is there a penalty and what
should I have done. Thanks.
George, Renton.

Chuck
west

Drive, Chip and Putt: Washington Hey Chuck: Uh oh, what happens
will host regional event, junior when your putt hits the flag stick?
winners off to Augusta National

• Hey George: Although you could
blame it on dumb luck when a player's
shot is deflected off of his own equipment he is penalized one stroke and
the ball must be played as it lies. If it,
by chance, lodges in the bag then the
player would drop the ball directly under
the place where it was stuck in the bag.
Like our question above this rule was
also changed with the Major Rules Revisions of 2012 where it used to be a two
stroke penalty and now is just a one shot
penalty.

Chuck West is a rules official with many
organizations. You can fire him off your
question at chuckwestpga@gmail.com

Developer misses deadline, Tacoma’s USGA and R&A: Putting anchoring
ban will take effect for all in 2016
North Shore Golf Course will stand
A few years ago it looked like North Shore Golf Course in Northeast Tacoma was going
under the bulldozer. A developer came in with money and big plans to turn the course into
a housing development. But residents around the golf course had other ideas. They hired
attorneys and fought the developers plans, saying they were promised a golf course to live
on when they bought property around North Shore Golf Course. And the battle began.
It was a battle that raged for years, until recently when a state court of appeals issued a
ruling that the developer of the Pointe at Northshore missed a notification deadline by two
days an error that means the entire case should be dismissed.
The group that brought the lawsuit against the developer can claim victory. Northshore
Investors LLC’s had plans to build 366 houses and 494 town houses on the 116-acre North
Shore Golf Course since 2007. But now, with the ruling by the appeals court, the developer
will surely go away and the golf course will stay, handing a victory to the citizens group.
Three years ago, the city denied the rezoning request that would have allowed the development. The developer has 30 days to decide whether to ask the state Supreme Court
to review the decision, something it rarely does.
In 2006, the golf course’s owners agreed to sell the property to developers. Both contend
that the 1981 open-space requirement should be disregarded and the Pointe development
allowed due to a “change in circumstances” in the owner’s ability to maintain the property
as a golf course. In January 2010, a hearing examiner recommended the city deny the
rezoning that would allow the developers to build on the course.
On April 13, 2010, the City Council voted in an open meeting to deny the rezone. Citing
state law, the appeals court said the developer had 21 days from that time – May 4, 2010
– to let the city know it planned to appeal.

The Royal & Ancient Golf Club and U.S.
Golf Association said Rule 14-1b would
take effect in 2016.
"We recognize this has been a divisive
issue, but after thorough consideration, we
remain convinced that this is the right decision for golf," R&A chief executive Peter
Dawson said.
The new rule does not ban the long putters, only the way they commonly are used.
Golfers no longer will be able to anchor the
club against their bodies to create the effect
of a hinge. Masters champion Adam Scott
used a long putter he pressed against his
chest. British Open champion Ernie Els and
U.S. Open champion Webb Simpson used
a belly putter, as did Keegan Bradley in the
2011 PGA Championship.
"We strongly believe that this rule is for
the betterment of the game," USGA president Glen Nager said. "Rule 14-1b protects
one of the important challenges in the game
-- the free swing of the entire club."
The announcement followed six months
of contentious debate, and it might not be
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over. The next step is for the PGA Tour to
follow along with the new rule or decide to
establish its own condition of competition
that would allow players to anchor the long
putters.
"We will now begin our process to
ascertain whether the various provisions
of Rule 14-1b will be implemented in our
competitions and, if so, examine the process
for implementation," the PGA Tour said in
a statement. "In this regard, over the next
month we will engage in discussions with
our Player Advisory Council and Policy
Board members. We will announce our
position regarding the application of Rule
14-1b to our competitions upon conclusion
of our process and we will have no further
comment on the matter until that time. "
Some forms of anchoring have been
around at least 40 years, and old photographs suggest it has been used even longer.
It wasn't until after Bradley became the first
major champion to use a belly putter than
the USGA and R&A said it would take a
new look at the putting style.
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Everyone wants to score lower. I know
I do. The quickest way to improve scoring is around the greens. This month lets
take a thumbnail look at a few aspects of
putting.
I always express at my clinics and
lessons that people focus 80% on line
and only 20% on speed. I feel it should
be the opposite. Speed, speed, speed.
People three putt because of poor speed
not poor line. When I putt best I have
proper speed control.
If I have great speed I have more trust.
I also have great speed when I have target
focus rather than mechanical focus. Ben
Crenshaw has stressed this concept to
me on many occasions. He told me he
has never putted well thinking about his
stroke. Hit many putts 30-50 feet focused
on speed. Use an intuitive look at the line
and a focused feel on speed, 80% speed
and only 20% on line.
A second key to putting growth is “hit
the ball solid.” Hit the ball on the sweet
spot of the putter. Practice this skill. Yes,
it is a skill. Yes, it can be practiced. A
helpful drill is to place a quarter on the
green. Stroke the quarter and make it
move. It’s tougher than it looks.
Thirdly, a solid set up is important for
consistent putting. When a player has
their forearms on the same plane as the
putter shaft and each other many stroke
flaws will disappear. Bending forward with
the upper torso to where the shoulders
are close to parallel to the ground will
create a straighter back stroke. This
occurs because the arms swing down
the shoulder line.

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: If you are trying to get
more putts into the hole, work on speed

Personally, I have found success setting up a bit underneath or to the right at
address. This way I can see the line better.
Again putting with your eyes focused on
the target is very big.
My hands are over the ball at address
rather than behind. Ben Crenshaw and
Morris Hatalsky turned me on to this years
ago.		
To work on the mechanics of my putting stroke I often use a 2 x 4 turned up
on it’s side. I stroke the putter with the
toe rubbing on the board. I also do the
same with the heel of the putter rubbing
and following the board. You can also hit
putts doing this drill.
• Speed
• Solid hit
• Solid set up
• Use the 2 x 4

Jeff Coston is an 14-time Pacific Northwest PGA Player of the Year. He can be
reached for appointment at 360.201.4590
or see www.jeffcostom.com for more
information.
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For 26 years, the mass majority of my students have mentioned to me, at some point
and time that they have lower back pain. If
you have lower back pain, before…during…
or after a round of golf or driving range session…..read on.
Medical studies have proven low back
pain is the number one injury in amateur, and
professional golfer. Any ache or pain should
always be assessed by a medical professional
as stretching and strengthening are not necessarily the quick fix
My fellow staff member, Erin Menath, who
is a LPGA Professional and a TPI Certified
Golf Fitness Instructor, and I both have had
serious lower back injuries, so we understand
the levity of what the amateur golfer, who has
lower back pain, has to deal with in regard
to. Our students range from the weekend
warrior to the top amateur players in the Pacific Northwest, and we understand how to
prevent lower back injuries, and also how to

Brett
Wilkinson

There are ways to prevent lower back pain
Medical studies have proven low back pain is the number one injury
in amateur, and professional golfer. Any ache or pain should always
be assessed by a medical professional as stretching and strengthening
are not necessarily the quick fix

teach those golfers who have sustained such
injuries. 		
As two of the elite Swing Coaches on the
west coast, Erin and I buy into the phase when
it comes to what the body does in the golf
swing: The butt is the king and the abs are the
queen. When it comes to the lower back and
the golf swing, improving pain and strength is
not as simple as targeting one specific area.
The lower back is just one piece of a com-

plex puzzle many medical and fitness professionals refer to as ‘the core.’ Ultimately, the
play between all these ‘core’ muscles helps
to lessen back pain, improve posture and
assist in hitting the golf ball farther and with
better accuracy. Of all these ‘core’ muscles,
the ‘glutes’ are vital to lessening back pain.
Here are two basic exercises to help prevent back injuries:
• The pelvis plays a major role in your golf
posture. The ideal position of have your pelvis
in a neutral position. Exercises such as pelvic
tilts and cats & dogs will help encourage a
neutral pelvis position.

• A weakness in these ‘core’ muscles will
play a huge factor in low back pain and some
major swing faults. Exercises to strengthen
the ‘glutes’ are clam shells while lying on your
side and bridges while lying on your back.
If you do not have Titleist Performance
Institute-trained professionals in your area,
please consult with the team we have in place
at GolfTEC Bellevue to answer any of your
questions.

she could walk with you as you play nine holes.
Choose a time and game where you won't be
too distracted, and you can keep up a dialog
with her on how the game is played.
If she's still interested, it's time to turn her
over to a professional to teach her how to swing.
Many women think it's more fun to learn with a
group, others need more one on one, see what
she's most comfortable with. You can stay in the
loop and set up practice times, for hitting balls,
putting and chipping. Sharing your experience of
how you started playing, and how many buckets
of balls you hit before you made your way onto
the course is a good way to help her with the
reality of getting into the game. Talk with her pro
about setting goals of when she'll be ready to

go on the course to play so she'll have a clear
idea how to get to that step.
When the big day comes, pick an easy course
without a lot of water or sand, and explain to her
how to either play a scramble with you, or just hit
four times on every fairway after her tee shot,
then pick up her ball and drop it on the green to
putt. Please let her know the first time on the
course, is not about how well she can hit the
ball, it's about learning how to get around the
course, and picking up your ball is not a sign of
failure! Laugh, play silly games, and make if fun,
and you will soon have another golfing friend!

Brett Wilkinson is the PGA Director of
Instruction at GolfTEC in Bellevue. He can
be reached at 425.454.7956.

Dear Kathy
A good friend of mine has started talking
about playing golf when she retires. She's not
very athletic and she wants me to take her golfing. I don't want to discourage her, but I think it
would be a disaster! I don't know where to start
and I think she thinks she can just go out and
play. What would be a gentle way to tell her I
can't do this?
					
Bonnie

Hi Bonnie:
You've obviously made golf sound fun to her,
as she's looking to you to get her started. It all
goes back to the “how do you eat an elephant”
riddle, “one bite at a time”! Perhaps you could

Kathy
DeNeui

Women’s golf: Bringing new players into the game

extend an invitation to watch golf on tv, and explain some of the lingo to her, and some of the
etiquette in a non nagging enviroment. The next
step would be to ask the pro at your course if
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Kathy DeNeui is an LPGA teaching professional at Battle Creek Golf Course.
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Rules of the Game: Important to know how to handle
water, out of bounds, lost balls and unplayable lies
Let’s start then with Rule 26 (Water Hazards and Lateral Water Hazards). We’ve
all been there, haven’t we? There are a couple things to remember about water
hazards: 1) they don’t necessarily have to contain water and, 2) there’s nothing
that says you must take relief from a water hazard. You can always play out of
a water hazard. You just can’t ground your club. But if you decide to take relief
from a water hazard, you’ll need to determine a few things first...

Mike
Peluso

Last month, we reviewed Rules 24 and 25,
which deal with free relief from obstructions,
ground under repair, casual water, wrong
putting greens, burrowing animal holes and
embedded balls. This month we’ll look at
three more Rules – Rules 26, 27 and 28.
Unfortunately, these Rules don’t include free
relief from the conditions which they cover:
water hazards, lost ball, ball out of bounds and
unplayable balls. You’re going to pay a price
to get out of those situations.
Let’s start then with Rule 26 (Water Hazards and Lateral Water Hazards). We’ve all
been there, haven’t we? There are a couple
things to remember about water hazards: 1)
they don’t necessarily have to contain water
and, 2) there’s nothing that says you must
take relief from a water hazard. You can
always play out of a water hazard. You just
can’t ground your club. But if you decide to
take relief from a water hazard, you’ll need to
determine a few things first...
Water hazards come in two types: water
hazards, which are marked in yellow, and lateral water hazards, which are marked in red.
You need to know this because your options
and procedures can be different depending on
which type of hazard you’re in. And the other
thing that you need to know before taking a
drop from a water hazard is the point where
the ball last crossed the margin of the hazard.
The “margin” is the red or yellow line on the
ground, or, if the hazard is only marked by
stakes, the “margin” is a straight line between
the two stakes on each side of where the ball
last entered the hazard.
If your ball is in a water hazard (yellow) you
have two options, in addition to playing the ball

out of the hazard. They both involve a onestroke penalty. One option is to proceed under
stroke-and-distance, and play from where you
made your last stroke. The other option is to
drop a ball on a line extending from the hole
through the spot where the ball last crossed
the margin of the water hazard, with no limit
to how far back you can go to drop that ball.
In this situation, you must keep the hazard
between the spot where you drop a ball and
the hole.
If your ball is in a lateral water hazard (red)
you have four options, in addition to playing
the ball out of the hazard. Again, all four of
those options incur a one-stroke penalty. The
two options that apply to yellow water hazards
also apply to lateral water hazards. However,
there are two more options. One of them is
very common, but the other is little-known.
The most common option in taking a drop
from a lateral water hazard is to drop a ball
no more than two club-lengths from the spot
where the ball last crossed the margin of the
hazard, no nearer the hole. But a lesser-known
option for lateral water hazards if to drop a ball

two club-lengths from the opposite margin
of the lateral water hazard equidistant from
the hole. In some cases, this might give you
a better angle to the hole or a better lie, and
it’s perfectly legitimate.
Rule 27 (Ball Lost or Out of Bounds; Provisional Ball) is quite a bit more restrictive
than the Water Hazard Rule. When your ball
is lost or out of bounds, you have exactly one
option: stroke-and-distance. There is no other
way within the Rules of Golf that allows any
other option. You’d be surprised at how many
people think the penalty for a lost ball or a ball
out of bounds is two strokes. The penalty is
only one stroke. It just feels like two strokes
when you have to go all the way back to where
you played your original stroke in addition to
adding the one stroke penalty.
Provisional balls are interesting. If you’re
going to play a provisional ball, there are a
few restrictions. First of all, if you’re going to
play a provisional ball, you have to do it before
you go forward to search for your ball. And
you must use the word “provisional.” If you
don’t do either of those things, you’re deemed
to have put a ball in play under stroke-anddistance and your original ball is lost. You can
continue to play your provisional ball up until
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the point that you reach the spot where your
original ball is likely to be. If you continue to
play it after that, your original ball is lost, even
if you or someone finds it.
Rule 28 (Ball Unplayable) gives you three
options when you declare your ball unplayable. You are the only person who can declare
your ball unplayable, and you can declare
your ball unplayable anywhere on the course
except in a water hazard.
If you declare it unplayable, you can,
under penalty of one stroke, do any of the
following: 1) put another ball into play under
stroke-and-distance, 2) drop a ball anywhere
on a line extending from the hole through the
spot where the original ball lay, with no limit
to how far back you can go to drop that ball,
and 3) drop a ball within two club-lengths of
the spot where the original ball lay, no nearer
the hole.
With summer upon us and golfing season in
full swing, let’s hope you don’t have to invoke
any of the above three Rules. Good luck.

Mike Peluso is a rules official with the
USGA, PNGA and other organizations. He
can be reached at mikepeluso@comcast.
net.
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Long-time sports columnist for the
Seattle Times looks for new challenges

By Steve Turcotte • Inside Golf Editor
Steve Kelley grabbed his driver and was already apologizing, even before his first
practice swing at Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club in Federal Way. “I haven’t played
since last August,” he said. “Who knows where this thing is going.”
Kelley proved right on the first tee that not only is he one of the country’s best sports
columnists, but also a complete sandbagger with his golf game. He belted his drive down
the right side of the fairway. OK, so it took him another five shots to get down from 135
yards on the first hole. I told him we just wouldn’t talk about that part.
Kelley may not have had much time to play golf, but he does now. He retired from The
Seattle Times in February, having been one of the best sports columnists for more than 30
years. He tried to keep his clubs close, even in the trunk of his car most of the time. But
covering sports, writing four times a week and trying to think of the next column, Kelley
just didn’t have the time he would have liked to play golf.
He does now. But he had a strange way of showing it. He did mention that when he found

Former Seattle Times sports columnist Steve Kelley takes a swing from a bunker.
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Steve Kelley looks to play
more golf now he’s retired
out he was hitting the golf course for a story
about the life and times of Steve Kelley, he
couldn’t find his clubs. They weren’t in the
trunk of his car. Not in a hall closet. Not in
the garage. He had to call his wife Carole the
morning of the round to find out where they
were. “Turns out they were at the back of a
closet - she put them there,” Kelley said.
That won’t be a problem any more. Kelley plans to play golf in his retirement. Lots
of golf. In fact, when we played many years
ago, Kelley still had old-school equipment.
Wood woods. Old-school irons. And even
older-school putter. Now he carries new
Callaway irons, Titleist woods and even a
hybrid “but I can’t hit it yet,” he said.
Kelley has always loved golf. He has
covered the Masters four times and a PGA
Championship. He went to the U.S. Open at
Merion Country Club (the site of this year’s
tournament) in 1971 and fell in love with the
game when he saw Lee Trevino beat Jack
Nicklaus in a playoff.
Kelley has covered all the big-time
events. Super Bowls. NBA Finals. All-Star
games. He even covered nine Olympic
Games, four summer and five winter. His
personal highlights: Usain Bolt and Michael
Johnson, the Jamaican and U.S. sprinters
who won Gold Medals.
Kelley worked at the Seattle Times for
30 years. His former boss sports editor
Don Shelton had a cool spin on Kelley’s
retirement by the numbers. Kelley wrote
3,446 columns for the Seattle Times, had
5,882 total bylines and was named national
sports writer of the year five times. Kelley
also had some interesting alter egos in his
time, writing under the name of Jim Ratt (a
Sonics fan), Ducky Ponds (a Mariners fan)

and Red Dogg (a Seahawks fan). If you’ve
ready Kelley through the years, you no
doubt know those guys too.
Kelley has written about virtually everything dealing with sports. And that goes all
the way back to his days when he worked for
the Centralia Daily Chronicle in 1973. And
just for some interesting job bio stuff, Kelley
worked as a repairman for Sears at one time
and also a forklift driver in Chelan.
But it was the newspaper business where
he made his mark. If you are a sports fan
you know who Steve Kelley is. You might
not agree with him, but you read him. Kelley finally convinced himself it was time
to hang up the pencil and notepad when
social media began to rear its ugly head.
When his columns appeared on the Seattle
Times website, Kelley didn’t always like the
comments he read underneath. Sure, he has
thick skin. But some of the comments were
downright nasty and mean.
“The last six months before I left, I didn’t
really like Seattle because it seemed Seattle
didn’t like me,” he said. “I jus got tired of it.
Everything was so mean spirited and negative. I just didn’t want to deal with it.”
But since retiring? “When I said I was
retiring, people couldn’t have been nicer, it
was amazing.”
And now, he has time for more golf. He
said he would like to get back to the time
when he was shooting in the high 80’s when
he worked at the Daily Olympian 35 years
ago. When he was working full time and
writing four columns a week, he would
have had no chance. Now, with retirement
life here, he has a chance.
During this round at Twin Lakes, Kelley
proved there are some shots in his bag that
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Steve Kelley finds a way to get out of the tree at Twin Lakes Golf and Country Club.
he can pull out. He one-putted a few greens,
hit some fairways off the tee and got up and
down twice. Not bad.
But he also topped a couple of shots,
sculled a few, fired some drives into the trees
and had some three-putts. OK, bad.
Kelley wrote a series of stories last
year, taking some lessons from TPC Snoqualmie’s Luke Borsterhous and called it his
“Senior Project.” He found himself getting
better. But lessons came at a bad time, just
when football was getting into high gear.
The clubs got put away, and the notepad,
pencil and laptop came back out.
“I just need a regular place to play and
set aside some time to practice,” said Kelley. “But wait, I’m retired now. I can find
the time. I like this game too much to be bad
all the time.”
He might not be the best on the course
right now, but as a sports columnist, Kelley
was always one of the best.
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Kelley watches his approach shot.

