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Eastern Washington and the Idaho 
Panhandle have always been known for 
great golf - from public to private to resort. 
With courses like Palouse Ridge in Pull-
man (left), Liberty Lake (lower left) and 
Deer Park (lower right) the area boasts a 
variety of great courses to try.

One advantage of Spokane is its 
close proximity to Northern Idaho and 
even a few Montana courses. The drives 
are often as picturesque as the courses 
you’ll play. 

To play all of the courses within driving 
distance of Spokane will take a couple of 
weeks of full-time playing, so if you are 
planning a limited trip for a weekend or so, 
be sure to look into your options.

For more please see inside this special 
section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

Destination: Spokane and Idaho

Wine Valley: Walla Walla
course is a must-play

Wine Valley Golf Club in Walla Walla 
is an award winner and a great choice to 
play when traveling around the Eastern 
Washington area. For more on Wine Val-
ley see inside this section.
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The Tour: A look at what 
Spokane area has to offer

The diversity and the number of 
great courses in the greater Spokane 
area makes it a popular destination 
for golfers. See inside for more on the 
courses of the area.

Boeing Classic brings 
Champions Tour to the
TPC Snoqualmie Ridge

The Champions Tour will make its annual visit to 
the TPC Snoqualmie Ridge Aug, 22-25, 2013 with the 
Boeing Classic. The event brings all of the top players 
from the 50-and-over tour to the Pacific Northwest.

The TPC Snoqualmie Ridge will again play host to 
the tournament and Pacific Northwest favorite Fred 
Couples (right) will again be one of the most popular 
players to follow on the golf course.

See inside for more on the Boeing Classic.
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Take the tour
 • See where to tee it up when you 
hit the Spokane area and the Idaho 
Panhandle. You won’t be disappointed 
with the choices. Page 3.

A trio on the tee
 • Just north of Spokane are three 
more courses to try, including Domin-
ion Meadows in Colville, Deer Park and 
Chewelah (pictured below). For more 
see Page 4.
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Inland Empire: Spokane area is a hot
destination with some terrific prices

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

The Creek at Qualchan was the most recent course to open in Spokane - in 1993.

Circling Raven in Worley, Idaho is located just 30 minutes south of Spokane.

     It's every golfers dream to visit a desti-
nation that allows for a different golf course 
every day. If you are planning to visit the 
Spokane area then you won't be disap-
pointed as the supply of quality courses is 
huge. With a solid reputation gained over 
many years, Spokane is, as most golfers 
know, one of the best regions for golf in the 
entire Northwest – from forested mountain 
setting to gently rolling hills, northeastern 
Washington and the Panhandle of Idaho 
provides the perfect golf landscape.  
     Another popular benefit to a Spokane 
golf trip is the affordable green fees – com-
pared to the coastal courses the rates are 
much lower. But, don't be mislead, there are 
some upscale courses on both sides of the 
state borders that can be a bit pricey but 
well worth the expense if you can afford it.
     A golf trip to Spokane is not complete 
without visiting some of the courses within 
driving distance of Spokane like Chewlelah 
(27 holes), or Dominion Meadows, or Deer 
Park to the north or Palouse Ridge (one of 
the newest and a top-rated course in Wash-
ington) to the south.
     There are also some award winning resort 
courses just across the border in Idaho like 
The Coeur d'Alene Resort or Circling Raven 
Resort, both about 30 minutes from down-
town Spokane.  Other popular courses in 
Idaho are Stoneridge in Blanchard, Twin 
Lakes Village Golf Course in Rathdrum, 
Priest Lake Golf Course in Priest River and 
The Idaho Club (a Jack Nicklaus Signature 
course) in Sandpoint. Some have overnight 
lodging but all are within driving distance to 
downtown Spokane.
     For close-in action, Spokane has some 
of the best choices you will find in a city 
anywhere, like Downriver, Hangman Val-
ley, Qualchan, LIberty Lake (newly remod-
eled) and MeadowWood. These should be 
on your must play when visiting Spokane. 
There are several other courses in the area 
that can be added to your itinerary as well.
     Lodging options are not a problem as 
Spokane and the surrounding communi-
ties offer many hotel/motel choices. If you 
would like to stay in your own RV you will 
find several options in private RV parks or 
courses like Deer Park with five-start rated 
Spokane RV Resort next door or Circling 
Raven that has electrical hook ups next to 

the course. If you have your own plane, 
Chewelah has their own airport with a shut-
tle to the course.
     If you plan a summer or early fall visit to  
Spokane and surrounds, you are advised 
to reserve tee times as the city and county 

courses fill up quickly during the warmer 
months as do the resort courses. If you are 
coming from the coast, you might want to 
incorporate Wine Valley in Walla Walla into 
your return trip and you will see why that 
course is an award winner.
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Hangman Valley Golf Course is one of the most popular courses in Spokane area.

Indian Canyon Golf Course in Spokane is a hilly course that plays longer than listed.

Spokane Area
Golfers from around the Northwest have long known about the high quality of 

golf in and around Spokane. Not only are the courses superb but the prices are also 
below any of the other metropolitan areas in the northwest region of the country. 

With the addition of courses like Circling Raven, StoneRidge and Priest Lake, the 
reputation is growing in national awareness in the Spokane area. 

The City of Spokane owns four popular courses in Indian Canyon, The Creek at 
Qualchan, Downriver and Esmeralda. They are all popular and for less than $35, all 
are affordable. Any place else, those courses would be over $50 or even higher in 
some cases.

Spokane County, the other municipal course owner, has Hangman Valley, Meadow-
Wood and Liberty Lake, that are excellent courses that can be played for under $35.  
Liberty Lake underwent a year and a half re-model and looks new with a re-designed 
front nine and new tees, greens bunkers and a new irrigation system.

Here’s a quick look at the Spokane courses and what you face when you tee it 
up in the Inland Empire:

 
• Indian Canyon: At 6,255 yards might appear, on paper at least, to be an easy 

course, but with tight fairways, major elevation changes and bunker-guarded greens, 
it’s anything but easy. Indian Canyon continues to be one of the top courses in the 
Northwest. The course also hosts the annual Rosauers Invitational.

 
• The Creek at Qualchan: This course gets your attention right out of the 

gate with it’s elevation changes, tight dog-legs and greens that can be protected by 
water. Numerous bunkers are sculpted into the sides of steep hills. 

• Esmeralda: A popular course for the locals, it plays to 6,250 yards. Over 
65,000 rounds are played each year at the course they call “Essie.”

 
• Downriver: One of the most popular in-town courses. Downriver’s fairways 

are dwarfed by century-old pine trees that makes playing amongst them seem al-
most surreal.

• Hangman Valley: Course got its name from the infamous 1858 Battle of 
Steptoe when U.S. Soldiers captured Native Americans and hanged 13 chiefs. The 
course opened in 1969 and features some great par-5 holes. Like so many of the 
other courses in the area, elevation changes and tall trees play a significant part in 
this challenging course.

Inland Empire has plenty of golfing variety
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Liberty Lake Golf Course in Spokane has taken on a new look after a re-model which added bunkers, ponds, tees and more.
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Deer Park, Dominion Meadows and Chewelah great choices
 If you have played all the courses you 
want in the Spokane area, take a look to 
the north and you will see a trio to try.
 Chewelah Golf Course, Deer Park 
Golf Course and Dominion Meadows in 
Colville are all located north of Spokane 
and all are good alternatives when you 
are heading north of Spokane in search 
of even more golf to play. Here’s a look 
at all of the courses:
  • Chewelah sits an hour north of 
Spokane and opened a third nine holes in 
2004. Spokane architect Keith Hellstrom 
designed the first 18 holes while the 
new nine was penned by Jim Kraus. A 
new clubhouse was built and opened in 
2002. Not bad for a town which has just 
2,000 residents and needed volunteer 
labor and materials to get the original 
nine holes opened more than 25 years 
ago. The course was owned by the U.S. 

Department of Natural Resources before 
being sold to club members in 1995. 
 There are plenty of challenges with the 
tree-lined fairways, the elevation changes 
and the deceptively tough greens. The 
course has made some changes in the 
past few years that have proven to be 
popular with golfers. The right side of the 
10th hole, a par-4, has been cleared out 
of trees and brush allowing the fairway to 
be widened from 20 yards to 60 yards. 
Some tee boxes have been leveled, es-
pecially some ladies tee boxes.
 • Deer Park is one of the newest 
courses in the area, having opened in 
1996. Located less than a half-hour 
north of Spokane, Deer Park features a 
first-class RV park next the golf course. 
The course plays to nearly 6,700 yards 
and with the relatively flat terrain, golfers 
enjoy the option to walk. The course was 

designed by Hellstrom, who made sure 
that sand and water came into play. The 
RV resort has been upgraded and direc-
tor of golf Craig Schuh says that many 
people enjoy the chance to park their RV 
and enjoy the golf course and restaurant. 
After the city bought the course at an auc-
tion in 2004, Schuh was able to secure 
the management contract and is now in 
charge of the facility.
 • Dominion Meadows used to be 
called the Colville Elks Golf Course and 
opened in 1950. It became an 18-hole 
layout in July of 2002. 
 The old nine plays through trees while 
the new nine offers a more links-style 
setting. The course plays to 6,743 yards 
from the back tees and offers plenty of 
forced carries over wetlands and ponds. 
The course is owned and operated by the 
Elks Club.Chewelah Golf Course

• MeadowWood: Designed by 
the legendary golf architect Robert Muir 
Graves, who made his mark in golf course 
design by producing difficult, but fair, 
courses. This is one of the top challenges 
in the area and was awarded four stars by 
Golf Digest magazine. It sits across the 
street from Liberty Lake Golf Course.

• Liberty Lake: The course received 
a face-lift a few years ago but recently un-
derwent a major rebuild. The course was 
closed for more than a year and a major 
redesign produced a different look for the 
course, including new ponds, bunkers, 
tees and more.

A new set of tees was added to virtual-
ly every hole and new trees were brought 
in. Fescue was planted on the front side. 
A new irrigation system was also added 
and will keep the course in terrific shape 
year round.

• Wandermere: The course opened 
the first 9 holes in 1931 and boasts one 
of the largest memberships in the region. 
While the overall design is dated some 
holes have been updated.

 
• Sundance: Located away from the 

downtown Spokane area, Sundance is a 
perfect place for beginners. It measures 
5,900 yards and presents a flat terrain.

 
• fairways at West Terrace: 

Located in Cheney, winds are usually the 
biggest challenge at this course, which 
measures 6,390 yards. A goal post is 
located in the middle of the driving range, 
providing an interesting target when prac-

ticing your shots at the driving range.
 
• Trail Head at Liberty Lake: 

Executive-length golf course near Mead-
owWood and Liberty Lake golf course. A 
relatively flat course, it measures just over 
2,500 yards with multiple tees.

 
• Painted Hills: Bought by the McEl-

hinny family in 2006, the Painted Hills Golf 
Course was built in 1989 originally as a 

nine-hole championship golf course. Since 
then Chester Creek Par 3 has been added 
to the property.

 
• Pineacres: One of the most popu-

lar places for golfers in the Spokane area 
to practice. The course is short, at 970 
yards and is a par 27.

• Manito Country Club: Manito 
is one of the oldest courses in the Pa-

cific Northwest, having opened for play 
in 1917. The course has hosted some of 
the biggest events in the Northwest and 
hosted the 1945 PGA Championship.

• Spokane Country Club: Opened 
in 1911, the course is the third oldest in 
the Pacific Northwest after Tacoma Coun-
try and Golf Club and Waverly Country 
Club. Course hosted the first-ever U.S. 
Women’s Open in 1946.

Spokane: County and city courses are all popular stops
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	 Idaho’s Panhandle is becoming home to more than just great scenery and outdoor experiences 
– the area is also the home to some of the state’s best golf courses.
 Just a short drive east of Spokane, sits a variety of golf courses that will test your golf game 
and provide you with several different styles of courses.
 From the semiprivate Avondale Golf Club to the public Coeur d’Alene Golf Club, you have 
choices to make. 
  
 • Avondale: The course opened in 1968 with nine holes. It is semiprivate and still open for 
public play. The course underwent a $2 million remodel project a few years ago and was actually 
closed for nearly a year to make all the improvements. 

 • Circling Raven: The newest course in the area opened in 2003 in Worley, Idaho – about a 
half-hour south of Coeur d’Alene or east of Spokane. The course is owned by the Coeur d’Alene 
Indian Tribe and was part of a $30 million expansion project recently by the tribe that includes new 
hotel rooms and more. The course plays to 7,189 yards from the tips and is spread out over 400 
acres. Adjacent to the course is the Coeur d’Alene Casino Resort Hotel.  

 • Coeur d’Alene Golf Club: Long before the resort came along, the Coeur d’Alene Golf 
Club was a fixture on the landscape. The course opened in 1957 and is popular with the locals. 
Not a bad place for the visitors, too.
 
 • Coeur d’Alene Resort: World-famous resort opened for play in 1991 and has been ranked 
among the top resorts in the world. Course is known for many things, but two things continually 
stand out: The condition of the course and the Floating Green. The condition of the course is con-
sidered among the best in the country, and the Floating Green is always an attraction. 
 The par-3 green can be floated anywhere from 100 to 185 yards from land and golfers ride a 
boat to the green. A major re-modeling project added length to the course a few years ago. While 
the Floating Green gets most of the attention, there are several other outstanding holes at this 
resort course.
 
 • The Idaho Club: The resort, located in Sandpoint, underwent some dramatic changes a few 
years ago and is now a Jack Nicklaus Signature course. Three new holes were introduced. New 
holes replaced existing holes on the first, 17th and 18th hole. In addition, the 10th hole became a 
dogleg par-4 with water near the green. There is lodging available on site and plenty of other outdoor 
activities, which makes sense since Lake Pend Oreille is nearby with a variety of opportunities for 
boating, fishing and more. The original rustic clubhouse burned down in December of 2008.

 • Highlands: Course opened in 1991 and features some terrific scenic views. The 16th hole 
is a standout and is memorable. The hole is a 322-yard par-4 and is considered the signature hole 
of the course. The fairway is lined with trees and rises to a ridge. At the top of the ridge you can 
see all kinds of trouble on the way to the green, things like bunkers, water, mounds and trees. The 
course removed the country club part of its name to avoid confusion a few years ago. 

 • StoneRidge: When the owners of StoneRidge Golf Course, located about a half-hour from 
Coeur d’Alene in the town of Blanchard, decided to make some changes to the golf course. Not 
satisfied with a quick fix, they shut down the golf course for more than a year to come up with 
the kind of changes they envisioned. Nine re-opened in 2002 and the second nine shortly after. 
There are new tee boxes, new greens, new sand traps, new ponds, new cart paths . . . just about 
everything is new. The $3 million project gave the course the kind of face-lift the owners, Bridge 
Partners, hoped for. And the golfers in the NW have liked what they have seen.

• Priest Lake: Course located on the upper Idaho Panhandle has a new look after opening 
a new nine in 2002 and re-doing the original nine in 2004. The entire course is now re-opened. 
Outdoor enthusiasts will like the place even more since it sits near Priest Lake, complete with all 
of the water sports you would expect.

 
• Twin Lakes: Course is located in a residential community in Rathdrum, Idaho, about an 

hour’s drive from Spokane. It plays to 6,277 yards with is a completely different look on the front 
and back nines. The club is semiprivate as homeowners own the course. It is open to the public 
and green fees are $30 weekdays and weekends.  

The Idaho Panhandle
There is no shortage of public, private and
resort golf when you visit Idaho’s Panhandle

The Coeur d’Alene Resort offers a Floating Green for golfers to try and hit.

When the Deer Park Golf Course went up 
for auction in 2010, head professional Craig 
Schuh wasn’t sure about his job security. But 
when the city of Deer Park bought the course 
with the only bid, Schuh did the only thing he 
could think of to do: He offered to run the 
course with a lease through the city. 

The 53-year-old Schuh, who was hired on as 
the PGA head professional at Deer Park Golf 
Club when it first opened in 1996, remains in 
that position after agreeing to a 10-year lease 
of the course. 

When Deer Park Golf Club’s former owner-
ship group, Warren Development, announced it 
was putting the golf course, adjoining RV park 
and housing development up for auction, Schuh 
figured his life might change. But he was hoping 
to stay on as the head professional under the 
new owner or owners so he wouldn’t have to 
uproot his family.

It turned out he got the chance to do just 
that. The RV park and housing development 
were both grabbed up by local investors, and 
the golf course was purchased by the city of 
Deer Park, which then went to work arranging 
a suitable lease with Schuh, who ended up 
buying all of the course’s existing maintenance 
equipment and golf carts.

Deer Park Golf Course rolling right along with 
head professional Craig Schuh running the show

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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SPOKANE AREA
1.  Chewelah Golf Club
 18 holes, 6,486 yards
 Chewelah, Public

2. Deer Park Golf Club
 18 holes, 6,690 yards
 Deer Park, Public

3. Dominion Meadows
 18 holes, 6,743 yards
 Colville, Public

4. Creek at Qualchan
 18 holes, 6,596 yards
 Spokane, Public

5. Downriver Golf Course
 18 holes, 6,130 yards
 Spokane, Public

6. Esmeralda Golf Course
 18 holes, 6,249 yards
 Spokane, Public

7. Hangman Valley 
 18 holes, 6,901 yards
 Spokane, Public

8. Indian Canyon 
 18 holes, 6,255 yards
 Spokane, Public

9. Liberty Lake Golf Course
 18 holes, 6,398 yards
 Liberty Lake, Public

10. Manito Country Club
 18 holes, 6,378 yards
 Spokane, Private

11. MeadowWood Golf Course
 18 holes, 6,874 yards
 Spokane, Public   

12. Painted Hills Golf Club
 9 holes, 3,239 yards
 Spokane, Public

13. Spokane Country Club
 18 holes, 6,679 yards
 Spokane, Private

14. Sundance Golf Course
 18 holes, 5,960 yards
 Spokane, Public

15. Trail Head at Liberty Lake
 9 holes, 2,072 yards
 Liberty Lake, Public

16.  Wandermere Golf Course
 18 holes, 6,108 yards
 Spokane, Public

17. fairways at West Terrace
 18 holes, 6,398 yards
 Cheney, Public

18. Palouse Ridge
 18 holes, 7,300 yards
 Pullman, Public

IDAHO PANHANDLE
19. The Idaho Club
 18 holes, 6,655 yards
 Sandpoint, Resort

20. StoneRidge Golf Club 
 18 holes, 6,522 yards
 Blanchard, Public

21. Twin Lakes Golf Club
 18 holes, 6,277 yards
 Rathdrum, Public

22. Prairie falls Golf Course
 9 holes, 3,500 yards
 Post Falls, Public

23. The Highlands Golf Club
 18 holes, 6,369 yards
 Post Falls, Public

24. Avondale Golf Club
 18 holes, 6,573 yards
 Hayden Lake, Public

25. Coeur d’Alene Golf Club
 18 holes, 6,295 yards
 Coeur d’Alene, Public

26. Coeur d’Alene Resort
 18 holes, 6,804 yards
 Coeur d’Alene, Resort

27. Club at Black Rock
 18 holes, 7,130 yards
 Coeur d’Alene, Private

28. Gozzer Ranch
 18 holes, 7,143 yards
 Harrison, Private

29. Kellogg Country Club
 9 holes, 3,042 yards
 Pinehurst, Public

30. Galena Ridge   
 9 holes, 3617 yards (will be 18)
 Kellogg, Public

31. Circling Raven
 18 holes, 7,189 yards
 Worley, Resort

32. Priest Lake
 18 holes, 5,697 yards
 Priest Lake, Public

33. Whitetail Club & Resort
 18 holes, 7,140 yards
 McCall, Public

34, Osprey Meadows
 18 holes, 7,319 yards
 Donnelly, Resort

Courses in Spokane and Idaho’s Panhandle
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Courses in or close to 
Spokane City limits

Creek at Qualchan
Downriver
Esmeralda

Hangman Valley
Indian Canyon

Liberty Lake
Manito CC

MeadowWood
Painted Hills
Spokane CC

Sundance
Trail Head 

Washington
State

Idaho
State

Courses in and around Spokane

Palouse Ridge is on the campus of WSU.

34

Palouse Ridge:
Course on WSU
campus is treat
					Nobody likes to talk about Palouse Ridge 
more than Todd Lupkes, the general man-
ager and superintendent. Here’s a quick chat 
with Todd about what makes Palouse Ridge 
tick:
• What makes Palouse Ridge GC Unique?
     Location, location, location. There is noth-
ing in the USA like the Palouse hills. In the 
fall, the course appears to be carved out of 
“amber waves of grain”. This course is a 
feast for your eyes. The whisker-edged bun-
kers, green mounds mimicking the distant 
mountains.  Wetlands, wildlife, infinity-edged 
greens.  100 mile views to the Blue Moun-
tains in Oregon are all breath taking. 
• How does the University tie in Education?
     Palouse Ridge is a classroom, labora-
tory and a golf course. It fits academic needs 
to a tee. Real-world hands on experience in 
Turfgrass Management, Agricultural Tech-
nology, Soil Science, Sport Management 
and Hospitality Business management. All of 
these academic majors benefit from Wash-
ington State University’s Palouse Ridge.   
We host numerous classes every year and 
most of the Turfgrass majors intern on the 
golf course.
• What does the rate structure look like?
     We offer a fantastic $40 greens fee for 
students, faculty and staff, plus it is only $30 
for students Monday through Thursday.  Our 
local residents within 40 miles pay $50.  Our 
fee structure is very welcoming to all golf-
ers and is available to view on our website, 
Palouseridge.com.  Also, don’t forget to look 
for stay and play packages with the local ho-
tels and Destination Palouse ads in various 
magazines.
• What major events have you hosted?
     Our most recent success was the 2013 
NCAA Division 1Men’s Golf Regional Cham-
pionships this past April. In 2015 we will host 
the Men’s Pac-12 Championship. Our events 
calendar has many Amateur and  State Golf 
Association tournaments. In 2009 the Wash-
ington State Men’s Amateur was here and  in 
2010 the US Amateur Qualifications were at 
PRGC.  The Women’s 2012 Pac-12 Champi-
onships were also hosted at Palouse Ridge. 
We would be proud to be to host the NCAA 
finals in the near future!
• Who was the vision behind PRGC?
     John Harbottle III had the vision to create 
this course among the Palouse hills. We had 
a 9-hole course here, and then John came 
in and created this incredible layout for 18 
championship holes. Unfortunately, we lost 
John last year. His unexpected death leaves 
us all saddened. In his honor, we will have 
the inaugural John Harbottle Pro Am in May 
2014.
• What are some perks at Palouse Ridge?
     A great practice facility!  Including a driv-
ing range, putting green and an 80-yard prac-
tice hole --- which is open daily.  Expand on 
the construction for the golf team?  
                          See Palouse Ridge, Page 9
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Wine Valley is a stop that golfers should make
when traveling around Eastern Washington area

Thorsnes develops
training aid to help 
stop chipping woes

Wine Valley in Walla Walla is ranked as the second best course in Washington.

There’s plenty to like about the Walla 
Walla area. The wineries are all first class, the 
scenery is terrific, and now, the golf completes 
the package for a great trip.

The uncorking of Wine Valley Golf Club 
four years ago was significant for the area 
and for the Pacific Northwest.  

Ranked the No. 2 course in Washington 
by GolfWeek, Wine Valley has been added 
to the must-play list for golf enthusiasts. It is 
also 85th on the list of top Modern Courses.

Wine Valley Golf Club, designed by Or-
egon native Dan Hixson, blends immense 
scale, inspiring scenery and strategic chal-
lenges into a full-bodied championship golf 
experience. The course is getting some big 
events already. This year Wine Valley will  host 
the Northwest Open for the third straight year. 
And last month the course hosted the PNGA 
Men’s Amateur.

The course is a nifty piece of work by 
Hixson, who didn’t know what to think when 
he first saw the property. He was dealing 
with a vast area and said “the hardest part 
was finding the best 18 holes because I see 
as many as 150 holes.” The course doesn’t 
have any trees and Hixson said he let the land 
dictate his design.

Not only is the design first class, the 
weather conditions sometimes throw a 
curveball into the mix. The winds of Eastern 
Washington sometimes make the rounds 
even more of a challenge.

Off the course, there is plenty to do with 
over 120 wineries in the area including seven 
which are within five minutes of Wine Valley 
Golf Club. Stay and Play packages are avail-
able throughout the area. The course has 

     “PureChip is a fast and simple way 
to become a great chipper,” says John 
Thorsnes, PGA Director of Golf at 
Wine Valley 
Golf Club.
     It is the 
great new 
training aid 
for chipping 
that will 
cure your 
s c u l l i n g 
and chunk-
ing quick-
ly. When 
pract ic ing 
with Pure-
Chip, you’ll 
get instant 
f e e d b a c k 
on the cor-
rect chipping method.
     PureChip was invented by the three-
time Northwest PGA Section Teacher 
of the Year, John Thorsnes. 
     “I invented PureChip to help my 
students with their most common mis-
takes with chipping. Because of the in-
stant feedback from PureChip, golfers 
see fast improvements in their chip-
ping. I know PureChip can help all golf-
ers lower their scores.”
     To order PureChip or for more in-
formation, visit PureChip.com to see 
more about improving your chipping 
game on the golf course. 

relationship with the Holiday Inn Express as 
well as the Basel Cellars Estate Winery. The 
historic Marcus Whitman hotel also works 
closely with the course. A number of other 
wineries are also available for tastings and 
tours while your are in Walla Walla.

The owners, John Thorsness and Jim 

Pliska, know they have a winner with their golf 
course and the fact that they can package it 
all in with the local wine industry.

“We’re a great destination for a golf trip 
and a wine visit,” said Thorsness. “Once 
people get here to see what we have, they 
keep coming back for more.”
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Emerging from a field of 21 entries, John Fought Design’s dramatic transformation of the 
Glaze Meadow Golf Course at Black Butte Ranch in Sisters, Ore., earned first place honors 
in Golf Inc. Magazine’s Renovation of the Year competition for public courses. The course 
has been featured in the summer edition of the magazine.

Golf Inc.’s annual Renovation of the Year competition recognizes the best renovation 
projects of the past year from around the world. Nominees are judged on how effectively the 
renovation improved the course, based on four primary criteria: routing, playability, maintain-
ability and aesthetics.

Built in 1978, the Glaze Meadow golf course was overrun by dense forest growth, creating 
a claustrophobic playing environment and a frustrating golfing experience. An aging irrigation 
system triggered the renovation, but instead of focusing on a single component, Black Butte 
management decided that the tremendous potential of the course could only be realized 
through a comprehensive renovation.

The makeover was entrusted to acclaimed architect John Fought, well known for his res-
toration work at Pine Needles Golf Club in North Carolina, among others. Fought’s significant 
experience with Golden Age golf courses, of the type designed by golfers such as the late 
Donald Ross, was deemed a perfect match for Glaze Meadow. Though only 30 years old, 
Glaze Meadow had the foundation for a classic course design because of its fundamentally 
sound design, respecting the lay of the land and the spectacular natural beauty.

Every aspect of the Glaze Meadow course was reviewed and refined, with new tees, 
greens, bunkers, grasses and irrigation, and the removal of trees created better views while 
improving play. Even though the renovation was extensive, “nothing was forced,” Fought said 
The result, a 3.75 million dollar makeover that is “a home run for everyone,” Fought said.

The opening hole at Glaze Meadow before (top) and then after a remodel (bottom).

Black Butte’s Glaze Meadow course 
wins Renovation of the Year Award

Central Oregon courses get together for Patriot Challenge
Aspen Lakes, Widgi Creek and Bend Golf and Country Club will be the host courses for the 

2013 Central Oregon Patriot Challenge Oct. 4-6, 2013. The tournament is run in conjunction 
with the PGA’s Patriot Golf Day and will support the Patriot Golf Day and the Folds of Honor 
Foundation. The third annual event will feature two-player teams playing on three different 
formats over three days on the three different courses.

Entry fee is $565 per team and includes  an opening reception, golf, carts, range balls, 
lunch, tee prizes and more. For more information, call Aspen Lakes at 541.549-4653.

Pacific Amateur set for September at Central Oregon’s top courses

The 17th annual Lithia Pacific Amateur Golf Classic will be held Sept. 23-26 at some of 
Central Oregon’s top golf courses. The event is open to men, women and seniors. Golfers 
are flighted according to handicap with three days of stroke play. The top golfers form each 
flight then take part on the final day for the championship at Sunriver’s Crosswater golf course. 
For more information see www.pacamgolf.com.
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While most of the country has been mired in a housing slump for years, Apple Tree Resort 
has found a winning formula with Cameo Court.  

Just north of Apple Tree's 10th green, Cameo Court is a gated community of right-sized 
homes starting at $299,000.  According to General Manager, Jon Kinloch, the key to success 
has been showing buyers looking to downsize how to do so without making unnecessary 
compromises.  "Putting the space where it is truly needed is critical.  It's not just building a 
smaller home, it's building a smarter, more efficient home."  

Features that set Cameo Court homes apart include large open concept kitchens, great 
rooms with volume ceilings, master suites with an abundance of walk-in closet space, and 
thoughtfully-planned storage throughout the home.  Kinloch explains.  "With our first model 
home, we didn't reference square footage in our marketing materials.  When asked, we had 
buyers walk through the home and venture a guess at the size.  

With our first 3 bedroom model, the guesses ranged from 2,000-2,300 square feet, when 
the home was actually just 1,732 square feet.  The point was to redefine people's perception 
of square footage, and so far, building a smaller home that lives big has been a tremendous 
success." 

For information, call Apple Tree Resort at 509.966.5877. Apple Tree Resort has found a winning real estate formula for its Cameo Court project.

Cameo Court: Apple Tree Resort finds
a winning real estate deal in Yakima

Continued from Page 6
Banyans on  the Ridge Restaurant.  This 
great place is located within the 7,000 sf 
clubhouse overlooking the 18th green with 
smashing panoramic views of the Palouse. 
They also have a private banquet facility that 
is adjacent to the clubhouse.
• How does PRGC rank?
     We have been open for play for five 
years. Our course is in incredible shape. 
We’ve been ranked as one of the top 3 col-
lege courses in the US for 3 years in a row. 
Golf Digest, GOLF and Golfweek maga-
zines have bestowed numerous awards to 
Palouse Ridge. 
• Anything new this year?
     The golf teams have a new indoor hit-
ting station that has large roll up doors so 
they can stay inside while hitting golf balls 
out onto the driving range.   A new Marriott 
hotel is being built across the street from the 
golf course.  It should be open in May 2014.

Palouse Ridge

Las Vegas Amateur will be played at Royal Links.

Road trip alert: Las Vegas will host 
big-time amateur tournament in 2014

What will soon become one of the world’s largest and most successful amateur golf 
tournaments tees off in 2014 in Las Vegas, the Entertainment Capital of the World. Com-
bining everything that defines Las Vegas—entertainment, dining, parties, resorts, golf, and 
more—The Las Vegas World Amateur, to be played February 10-14, 2014, is quickly be-
coming the place to be for amateur golfers looking for a challenge and a good time on and 
off the golf course. Complete tournament details and reservation information is available at 
www.LVWorldAm.com.

On the course, the experience will be magnificent because of where golfers will be play-
ing, and off the course the accommodations, parties, tee prizes, and everything else will be 
something that participants talk about and remember for years. The level of excitement is 
building, and golfers are already clamoring to be a part of a magical golf week in Las Vegas. 

Golf courses that have committed to the 2014 Las Vegas World Amateur include Royal 
Links, Desert Pines, DragonRidge Country Club and Spanish Trail Country Club.  Bali Hai 
will be the host site for the championship round.  Participants will compete over many area 
golf courses in a 54-hole, individual net stroke play competition. Pre-assigned flights include 
Men (49 and under, 50-59, 60-69, 70 and above) and Women. The top four participants 
from each flight will be awarded prize.
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Boeing Classic
Champions Tour will bring the stars to 
TPC Snoqualmie Ridge for tournament

The Boeing Classic is a spectator friendly  event at the TPC Snoqualmie Ridge.

     Just how good and popular has the Boeing Classic become? Check out the awards that keep 
coming in for the Champions Tour event, which will be held Aug. 23-25 at the TPC Snoqualmie Ridge, 
just east of Seattle.
     The Boeing Classic is honored to have received the 2012 Tournament Business Affairs Award, 
which specifically acknowledges the incredible relationship the tournament has built with our spon-
sors, partners and volunteers. It marks the third consecutive year and fourth time overall that the 
Boeing Classic has received one of the coveted annual Champions Tour awards. In 2010 the event 
earned the prestigious Presidents Awards, in 2011 was awarded the Players Award and in 2007 
earned the Outstanding Achievement Award. 
     And here’s more to look for at the Boeing Classic:
     • Canyon Club Party Pass: The Canyon Club hospitality suite is located on the 448-yard par-4 
14th signature hole. With 80 vertical feet in elevation drop from tee to green, the horseshoe shape 
fairway can be dramatically shortened with a risky tee shot over Bear's Canyon. Watch your favorite 
Champions Tour pro take the risk, or lay it up from the Canyon Club on 14 green, and then watch 
them again from the back sun deck of the Canyon Club, as they tee off on 18. For only $15 fans 
will have access to this tremendous skybox location, plus will receive a free beverage (beer, wine or 
soda) and upgraded food and beverage options for purchase. 
     • Pick a Spot, Any Spot, for Unparalleled Views at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge: 
TPC Snoqualmie Ridge was awarded "The Best View from the Clubhouse" on the Champions Tour. 
Panoramic views of Mt. Si, the Snoqualmie Valley, the Cascade Mountains and a sneak peak at Sno-
qualmie Falls is unlike anything spectators have ever seen.  Fans are in for a treat as TPC Snoqualmie 
Ridge is spread out over 22 acres with room to venture out and watch the Pros.
     • The Legends are Coming! The Legends are Coming: The Boeing Classic continues 
to draw one of the best fields on the Champions Tour. We're excited to welcome Rocco Mediate to 
the Champions Tour, who is already making his mark this season with a win in his first-ever event at 
the Allianz Championship. Like so many of the legendary players on the Tour, he brings more than 
golf to the course. He brings a big personality and the ability to always put the people around him at 
ease with his comfortable demeanor. He will definitely fit nicely into the Champions Tour philosophy of 
good fun in a highly competitive environment.  In addition to Rocco, we look forward to seeing again 
our hometown hero and new World Golf Hall of Fame inductee Fred Couples. He's obviously a fan 
favorite and will draw a crowd wherever he's at on the course. Mark O'Meara has always played well 
at the Boeing Classic and so he'll be back to see if he can avenge his playoff loss last year to Jay 
Don Blake. Then there's the legends - two-time Champion Tom Kite, Bernhard Langer, Price, Hale 
Irwin. the list goes on and on.
     For more information on the tournament or how to get your tickets check out the web site www.
boeingclassic.com.
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