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Pronghorn Nicklaus Course is
a big winner on national list
Pronghorn’s Nicklaus Course in Bend is ranked
38th on Golf Magazine’s list of the Best Courses
You Can Play - and it’s the first year the course has
been on the list. The Pronghorn Nicklaus Course is
the highest debuting course on the list. See inside
for more on Pacific Northwest courses.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF
		

‘Mr. Ping’ a.k.a
Jim Bourne passes
away; North Shore
owner will be missed

To those who knew him, Jim Bourne
was not only the original owner of North
Shore Golf Course in Tacoma he was also
known as Mr. Ping. Bourne was the first
golf sales rep for Ping in the Northwest.
He was also the first course owner to
load his shop with Ping equipment and
introduce it to Northwest golfers.
Bourne passed away last month at the
age of 81.
Bourne opened North Shore as a ninehole facility until 1977 when he partnered
with Larry Proctor to build the back nine,
making it an 18-hole course.
Bourne played parts of two years on
the PGA Tour and was inducted into the
PGA Northwest Section Hall of Fame in
1992. He played college golf at the University of Washington. Golf was a part of his
whole life, in fact as a youngster he found
and sold golf balls - money he would later
use to buy his first car.
Bourne is survived by his wife Mollie and children John, Dawn, Leslie and
C.J.
Donations to the North Shore Junior
Golf Program are warmly accepted.

Pro tours come to
Pacific Northwest
The Pacific Northwest was
host to the PGA Champions
Tour and LPGA Tour in late August. Jay Don Blake (near right)
wins two-hole playoff at Boeing
Classic while Mika Miyazato
(far right) won the LPGA Safeway Championship at Pumpkin
Ridge Golf Club. For more, see
inside this section.

Heron Lakes: Portland’s 36-hole golf treat

Billy Casper Golf helps
Wounded Warrior fund
Billy Casper Golf operates courses
around the country. And last month,
the company opened its arms for the
Wounded Warriors Project for a big oneday golf event at its 130 golf courses
which stretch out over 27 states.
Billy Casper Golf operates a pair
of courses in the Pacific Northwest in
Sumner Meadows and Tri Mountain.
The event which drew hundreds of
golfers to its courses, gave $ 5 for every
green fee to the Wounded Warrior Project
- a non profit organization whose missions
is to honor and empower wounded warriors back from military service.
Over 7,000 players took part across
the country and raised more than
$350,000.

Rules Quiz

Golfers have long known that
golf in the Portland area is special, and Heron Lakes has always
stood out as one of the best
venues. The facility, managed by
Kemper Sports, has 36 holes of
challenging golf and is located
only minutes from downtown
Portland. There is the original
Greenback Course (above) and
the newer Great Blue Course
(right). For more on Heron Lakes,
see inside this section of Inside
Golf Newspaper.

A player has a practice of listening to music during
his round on the tees and during play of holes. OK
or not OK? See answer on Page 2 of this section of
Inside Golf Newspaper.
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Bend assistant
pro captures
crown at the
Northwest Open

Brandon Kearney, an assistant professional at Bend G&CC led wire to wire to
win the Northwest Open Invitational at Wine
Valley Golf Club.
Professionals Darren Black of Rainier
G&CC (Seattle) and Derek Barron of Tacoma Firs tied for second three shots back
of Kearney, who finished at 204 for the
tournament.
The tournament was close coming down
the stretch but Kearney birdied the final
two holes to cap off the victory and win
the $7,000 first-place check. Kearney shot
rounds of 63-71-70 to win the tournament.
Kearney’s opening-round 3 gave him a lead
that he never lost en route to finishing 12under-par for the event.
Russell Grove of Avondale Golf Club
was fourth while Scott Erdmann of Oswego
Lake and amateur Dylan Goodwin of Harbour Pointe Golf Club tied for fifth.
The Northwest Open will return to Wine
Valley in 2013.

Two in a row? Amateur
team looks for a repeat

Two in a row for the amateur team?
You never know.
The 64th Hudson Cup Matches will
be Oct. 24-25 at Inglewood Golf Club in
Kenmore, where a team of the top amateur players from the Pacific Northwest
amateurs will try to upset the team of
Pacific Northwest club pros.
Last year, the amateurs beat the pros 10
½ to 9 ½ at Oswego Lake Country Club in
Lake Oswego, Ore. It was the first victory
by the amateur team since 1978.
In the senior division, the senior pros
beat the senior amateurs 10 ½ to 9 ½.
The Hudson Cup Matches are modeled
after the Ryder Cup.
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In this line of business, we are sometimes
given offers of playing some of the best
courses the U.S. has to offer. It’s a good
gig. One that won’t make me join Gates and
Buffet on the wealth list, but one that gets
me to courses I might not normally see.
Case in point: Pelican Hill Golf Resort in
Newport Beach. This Southern California golf
resort is one that has it all. From the moment
you pull into the clubhouse turnaround and
get your car valet parked, to the moment
you walk off the course, you are treated both
visually and aesthetically.
Ok, that’s a mouthful, but it’s all true.
Pelican Hill is a resort that has two
courses, both designed by Tom Fazio and
both with dramatic view of the nearby Pacific
Ocean. There is the Ocean North Course and
the Ocean South Course. Both courses rank
among Golf Digest’s Top 100 courses and
after a tour, it’s easy to see why.
OK let’s get this part out of the way early.
This is an expensive place. You better have
some room on your Visa card or some extra
bucks in your checking account. Golf will cost
you over $200 at Pelican Hill. But if you are
in the mood to treat yourself to a Southern
California golf excursion with two courses
you won’t forget, Pelican Hill is your place.
The resort itself is spread out over 504
acres along the Pacific Ocean Coastline and
has 128 villas and 204 bungalows. And just
so that you know you are going to get spoiled,
there is a world-class spa, and a “Coliseum”
pool, one of the world’s largest circular pools.
And, oh yeah, there are five restaurants to
choose from as well.
The golf is another story. The two courses
have been opened since the early 1990’s and
both have been ranked among the best in the
country for years.
“You won’t get cheated on the golf and the
views at Pelican Hill,” said Steve Friedlander,

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Pelican Hill: Southern California golf
destination offers breathtaking sights

the vice president for golf at the resort. “This
is a place that people keep coming back to
after they make their first trip here.”
The Ocean North Course is a little further
from the ocean than the Ocean South Course

but both offer some great ocean views from
the time you tee off on the first hole to the
time you pick your ball up out of the cup on
the 18th hole. Make sure to bring your camera, you don’t get cheated like Friedlander
says on views of the golf course and the
ocean as you make your way around both
courses.
The opening hole on the Ocean South
Course says it all right from the beginning,
A tee shot that looks straight down hill at a
fairway, a green and the Pacific Ocean looming the background.
And it just keeps on going.

Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
Answer: Not OK. The change to Rule 14-3 makes
the practice of listing to music with or without headphones
for prolonged periods of time a breach of the Rule 14-3 and
the player is subject to disqualification. However, the player
would not be in breach for use of the device to get scores or
listen to it briefly to obtain results of another sporting event
or traffic information while walking between the putting green
of one hole and the teeing ground of the next hole.
• Inside Golf would like to thank rules official Paul Lucien
for the rules questions.
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Pronghorn’s Nicklaus Course debuts high on
national list, Bandon courses dominate top 20

Golf courses around the Pacific Northwest were well represented in Golf Magazine’s listing of the Best Courses You Can
Play in the United States.
Perhaps the biggest news in the poll was
the debut of Pronghorn’s Nicklaus Course,
which came in at No. 38 on the listing of the
top 100 courses. Pronghorn Nicklaus is one
of two courses on the site. The Fazio Course
is the other, but it is private.
The Nicklaus Course has been around
since 2004 but not until 2010 was it open
full time for public play.
The Bandon Dunes Resort courses were
at the head of the list among Pacific Northwest Courses.
Pacific Dunes was ranked as the No. 1
Best Course You Can Play by Golf Magazine while Bandon Dunes was eighth, OldMacdonald ninth and Bandon Trails was
15th. Chambers Bay near Tacoma was 14th
on the list while Crosswater at Sunriver was
45th and Pumpkin Ridge’s Ghost Creek
course is 56th on the list.
Pacific Dunes beat out heavyweights
Pebble Beach, Pinehurst No. 2, Whistling
Straits and Kiawah Island’s Ocean Course
for the top spot on the list.

Overlake golfer claims title
at Washington State Women’s

Flora Weeks of Overlake Golf and Country Club in Bellevue won the Washington
State Women’s Golf Association championship beating Leslie Folsom of Rainier Golf
and Country Club 2&1 in the championship
final at Sand Point Country Club.
Weeks is a 2012 graduate of Middlebury

College in Vermont where she played college golf. She was a three-time conference
champion and two-time All-American.
In other flights, Jenny park of Skagit beat
Robin Cole of Yakima 2-up to win the first
flight; Sammie Pless of Glen Acres beat Ann
Johnson of Meridian Valley 4&3 to win the
second flight; Sharon Falkner of Meridian
Valley beat Carrie Simchuk of Sand Point
on the 19th hole to claim the third flight.
Other flight winners included Barbara
Tracy of Bear Creek; Derval Langan of Sand
Point; Doris Rogers of Rainier; Julie Turner
of Sand Point; Porsche Everson of Glen
Acres and Lea Carlson of Sand Point.

Eric Johnson new agronomy
director at Chambers Bay

For nearly a decade, Eric Johnson was as
vital as anybody in getting Bandon Dunes
Golf Resort in world-class shape.
And now it is Johnson who will be getting Chambers Bay Golf Course ready for
the world in 2015 – for the U.S. Open.
The longtime course superintendent at
Bandon Dunes and Old Macdonald – and
before that at Spyglass Hill on California’s Monterey Peninsula – has been hired
by KemperSports as the new director of
agronomy at Chambers Bay. He started his
new job in July as the replacement for Dave
Wienecke, who resigned in May.
Johnson, a 1995 Oregon State graduate,
will oversee the physical shape of not only
the course, but all the surrounding property.
Josh Lewis, named the interim course
superintendent when Wienecke left, will

retain that title on a permanent basis and
will serve under Johnson.

funds with both Evans Cup programs in
Oregon and Washington.

Maine golfers defy the
odds with holes-in-one

University of Washington’s
Williams claims Western Am

Two amateur golfers in Maine have defied 17 million-to-1 odds by scoring holesin-one on the same hole while playing in the
same foursome.
The Portland Country Club in Falmouth
says Matt Parker of Falmouth hit a hole-inone Tuesday on the 140-yard fourth hole.
After the second golfer in the foursome
put his ball within a foot of the cup, Travis
Ferrante of Portland followed with a holein-one of his own.
It was Parker’s first ace, and the second
for Ferrante.
According to the National Hole-in-One
Registry, the odds of two players from the
same foursome acing the same hole are 17
million to 1.

Evans Cup tournaments are
set for Oregon and Washington

The Evans Cup events in Oregon and
Washington are set for September.
The Evans Cup of Oregon will be held
Sept. 17 at Waverly Country Club in Portland while the Evans Cup of Washington is
set for Sept. 24 at Sand Point.
The Evans Cup events raise money for
the caddie scholarship program.
For information call 877.302.0542 or
kacie.bray@thepnga.org.
KeyBank is a big supporter of the Evans
Cup events this year and is a major contributor toward helping with the scholarship

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

Washington All-American Chris Williams capped an impressive week by winning twice in match play to capture the 110th
Western Amateur Championship at Exmoor
Country Club in Highland Park, Ill.
Williams, the 72-hole stroke play qualifying medalist, came from behind to beat
Jordan Russell 1 up in the afternoon match
play final. Williams, who will be a senior for
the Huskies this fall, fell behind on the first
hole and trailed by as much as two through
10 holes. He finally caught Russell, who just
wrapped up his All-America college career
at Texas A&M, on the 12th hole.

Little Creek Casino and
Salish Cliffs offer packages

Little Creek Casino Resort is offering a
stay-and-play or stay-and-spa package that
provides 25% off at either the brand-new
Seven Inlets Spa or at the award-winning
Salish Cliffs Golf Club.
Guests who book now through Sept.31,
2012, will receive the 25% savings at the
golf club or spa, two $20 Free Play vouchers for use at the casino, and two $25 food
credits redeemable at Creekside Buffet available Sunday through Thursday
Guests will receive vouchers for their
savings at the time of check-in. Call 1-800667-7711 or visit www.little-creek.com or
www.seveninletsspa.com for more information.
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Northwest players struggle
at the PGA Championship
Pacific Northwest professionals have had
better days than the ones they had during
the PGA Championship at Kiawah Island’s
Ocean Course.
With the exception of Robert Garrigus
of Gresham, all the pros from the Pacific
Northwest missed the cut including Ryan
Moore, Jeff Coston, Kyle Stanley and Corey
Prugh. Coston (Semiahmoo Golf Resort in
Blaine, Wash.) and Prugh (Manito Golf and
Country Club in Spokane) both qualified for
the PGA Championship with top-20 finishes
at this year’s PGA Club Professional Championship.
Garrigus tied for 21st at the Ocean
Course, earning $72,000.

Olympic summer Michael Phelps
will be Hank Haney’s new project

Recently crowned the most decorated
Olympian in history with an astonishing
22 career Olympic medals, U.S. Olympic
swimmer Michael Phelps has plans for the
next stage of his career: to play the world’s
greatest golf courses and improve his golf
game under the watchful eye of Golf Channel’s Hank Haney.
The Haney Project will chronicle Phelps’
attempts to improve his game from tee-togreen with the guidance of Tiger Woods’
former swing coach when the hit original
series returns for a fifth season on Golf
Channel – television’s fastest-growing network among those servicing more than 80
million homes – in February 2013.
Production for fifth season of The Haney
Project will begin in September. Phelps,
who received a pegboard featuring the
world’s greatest golf courses as a Christmas
gift last year, will follow other celebrity

students who have starred on The Haney
Project, including NBA Hall-of-Famer
Charles Barkley, Emmy Award-winner
Ray Romano and Grammy Award-winning
Maroon 5 front man and mentor on NBC’s
“The Voice” Adam Levine.

Western Washington golfer goes
low to win Riverbend Amateur

Sandy Vaughan, who plays his college
golf at Western Washington University, fired
a two-round total of 135 to win the 19th annual Riverbend Amateur, one of the largest
amateur events in the Pacific Northwest.
Vaughan opened with a 66 but found
himself trailing first-round leader Ben Bendickson of Riverbend, who opened with a
63. But Vaughan fired a 3-under-par 69 in
the second and final round to win the tournament by one shot over Bendickson, who
had a 73 in the second round,.
Broc Johnson, who plays at Green River
Community College, was third at 138, Kimberly Santiago was fourth at 139, Ira Armad
and Sean McMullen tied for fifth at 142 and
Dave Farnam finished seventh at 142. A total
of 150 players took part in the event.

Highlander Golf Club will be
undergoing some changes soon

Highlander in East Wenatchee will be
undergoing changes to give the course a different look. The back nine will add 32 housing lots and the nine will be re-rerouted and
the course will go from a par-72 to par-70.
in addition, head professional Joe Gordon
says the double green for 3 and 5 will be
split up and a new green for No. 5 will be
built, including a pond and water feature.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
THROUGH EVENTS PLAYED AUG. 26, 2012
PGA Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 176th on the list with $188,378
• Ben Crane • Portland • 40th on the list with $1,648,415
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 32nd on the list with $2,167,683
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 65th on the list with $1,164,944
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • 105th on the list with $777,112
• Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • 153rd on the list with $366,758
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 28th on the list with $2,280,657
Web.com Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • 84rd on the list with $45,092
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 5th on the list with $229,072
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 85th on the list with $44,481
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 61st on the list with $69,314
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 55th on the list with $74,217
Champions Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 5th on the list with $1,071,067
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 52nd on the list with $196,840
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 66th on the list with $142,432
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 18th on the list with $659,899
LPGA Tour
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • 61st on the list with $126,312
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • 86th on the list with $64,467
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • 107th on the list with $34,118

Did you know….
• As the regional representative of the
USGA, the WSGA
conducts the USGA
qualifiers in the state.
For these and other
events, the WSGA
helps train and provide Rules Officials,
who volunteer their
time and expertise
for the good of the game and work all the
events in their spare time.
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• Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club just west of
Portland turns 20 years old this year. Both the
public Ghost Creek and private Witch Hollow
courses won awards immediately. Ghost Creek
was named the
top new public
course to open
in 1992 while
Witch Hollow
was voted as the second-best private course
to open in that same year. The club has hosted
the U.S. Amateur, U.S. Junior Boys and Girls
and the U.S. Women’s Open as well during its
20 years.
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Reserve Vineyards golfer wins NW Assistants title;
Coston claims Senior Oregon Open for fourth time
Brad Faller of the Reserve Vineyards GC
(Aloha, OR) won the National Car Rental
Assistant Championship presented by Cobra
Puma Golf at Fairwood G&CC. He won after firing rounds of 71-68-139 to win by five
strokes over Mike Roters of Gateway Golf
(Clarkston, WA), Russell Grove of Avondale GC (Hayden Lake, ID), Brian Nosler
of Vanco Driving Range (Vancouver, WA),
Colin Inglis of Springfield CC (Springfield,
OR) and Tim Feenstra of Broadmoor GC
(Seattle, WA).
In addition to Brad Faller, both Mike
Roters and Tim Feenstra earned spots to the
2012 National Car Rental PGA Assistant
National Championship presented by Cobra
Puma Golf at the PGA Golf Club in Port St.
Lucie, Florida – November 1-4, 2012.

Coston claims Senior Oregon
Open crown for the fourth time

PGA Professional Jeff Coston of Semiahmoo G&CC (Blaine, WA) won the Senior
Oregon Open at Wildhorse Resort. He shot
a final round 64 to slide by PGA Professional
Lon Hinkle of Eagle Bend GC (Bigfork,
MT). Coston knocked his second shot on
the par 4, 18th hole within inches of the cup
where he tapped it in for birdie and the win.
Coston has also won this event in 2007,
2009 and 2011.
In third place was PGA Professional
Rob Gibbons of Arrowhead GC (Molalla,
OR) and PGA Professional Joe Carranza of
Aldarra Golf Club (Falls City, WA).
Jim Holt of The Creek at Qualchan (Spokane, WA) was low amateur.
PGA Professional Jerry Mowlds of
Pumpkin Ridge GC (North Plains, OR) was

low net while PGA Professional Don Waller
of Kalispell, MT won the Super Senior Division (60 years of age and up).
The team from Tri-City CC (Kennewick,
WA) consisting of PGA Professional Chris
Isaacson, Ed Ochoa, Bill McClendon and
Larry Dokie won the team 36-hole competition of one gross-one net team competition
at 123-129-252 by one stroke over the team
from Broadmoor GC (Portland, OR) consisting of PGA Professional Scott Krieger,
Byron Patton, Pat O’Donnell, and Kelvin
Wolther.

Oregon State golfer wins playoff
to claim Pacific Coast Amateur title

David Fink of Honolulu, Hawaii sank a
10-foot birdie putt on the 4th hole in a fiveperson, sudden-death playoff to win the
46th Pacific Coast Amateur Championship
at Bandon Dunes Golf Course. It was the
largest playoff in the tournament’s history.
Michael Putnam won a three-way playoff to
capture the title in 2004 at Eugene Country
Club in Eugene, Ore.
Fink, who plays for the Oregon State
Beavers, defeated Anton Arboleda of La
Canada, Calif. (UCLA), Michael Anderson
of Phoenix, Ariz. (Washington State), Matt
Rawitzer of Bellingham, Wash. (Oregon
State) and Taeksoo (T.K.) Kim of Maui,
Hawaii (Boise State). All five finished the
72-holes of regulation play at 7-over par,
291. Two rounds were played at Bandon
Trails GC and two at Bandon Dunes GC.
Three golfers finished 1-shot out of the
playoff, including Carl Jonson of Bainbridge Island, Wash. (UNLV), first round
co-leader Lorens Chan of Honolulu, Hawaii

(incoming UCLA freshman) and Maxwell
Marisco of Las Vegas, Nev. (Penn). Jonson
rebounded from an opening round of 80
at Bandon Trails to shoot under par in the
final three rounds, including a 2-under-par
70. Third-round leader Jarred Bossio of
Olympia, Wash. (Idaho) struggled to an 82
and finished tied for 12th.

Canadian golfer outlasts field
to win PNGA Junior Boys crown

After an impressive week of championship caliber golf, No. 20 seed Kevin Vigna
of Coquitlam, B.C. outlasted No. 15 seed
Lucas Gatto of Burnaby, B.C., 4&2 to win the
58th Pacific Northwest Junior Boys’Amateur
Championship, conducted by the Pacific
Northwest Golf Association (PNGA).
Playing against his friend and fellowVancouver Golf Club member, Gatto struck
first in the championship match and, after a
birdie on the par-4 second hole, found himself
2-up. The lead slipped back to 1-up through
six holes as the pair navigated the front nine,
the tension building along the way. A par on
the par-3 eighth hole by Gatto extended the
lead back to 2-up before Vigna went on a
run, winning the ninth and 10th holes to pull
all square. The match remained all square
until the par-5 13th hole, when Vigna took
his first lead of the day.
• Jordan Ferreira of University Place,
Wash. defeated Marianne Li of Bellevue,
Wash. 2 and 1 in the final match to take home
the trophy as Champion of the 57th Pacific
Northwest Junior Girls’ held last month at
Sunland Golf and Country Club.
Ferreira, the championship’s Co-Medalist

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

and No. 1 seed, fell behind early in the
match. On the first hole, a par-5, the two
long hitters were both on in two. Ferreira,
putting first, cozied her 60-foot eagle try
to tap-in range for her birdie, but Li then
dropped her 55-foot putt for an eagle three
to win the hole. Ferreira had a 1-up lead
standing on the ninth tee, when she hit a
3-metal off the tee into the pond on the right
side of the fairway.

Bellingham golfers team up to
win WSGA Parent-Child event

Thunderstorms could not spoil the day for
Craig and Cody Roth of Bellingham, Wash.
as they claimed the title at the 4th Annual
Washington State Parent-Child Championship conducted by the Washington State
Golf Association (WSGA) at Twin Lakes
Golf and Country Club.
The father and son Roth team got off to
a slow start, making the turn at 2-over par
38, but lit the fire on the back nine making
birdies on holes 10, 11, 13, 15 and 18 to
offset a bogey at 14 to clinch the title in
true champion form with a 2-under par 70.
Runners-up are the team of Rachel and
Michael Lewis of Gig Harbor, Wash. with
a round of 1-under par 71. Rachel, an incoming freshman on the Washington State
University women’s golf team, just returned
from the Ryder Cup Junior Academy in
Florida, to play in this championship with
her father who taught her how to play.
Low net honors went to Kayla Monroe
of Tumwater, Wash. and Ray Monroe of
Union, Wash., who finished with a 9-under
par round of 63.
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Heron Lakes: Two of the
region’s top golf courses

Heron Lakes is a place where twice is nice. As in two golf courses on one piece of property.
It’s little wonder why Heron Lakes and its original Greenback Course and the newer Great
Blue Course are among the most popular in the Pacific Northwest for public golfers.
Heron Lakes first opened back in 1971 with its West Delta Park Golf Course. But in
1988, things started to change for Heron Lakes, which is located just off Interstate-5 and
just south of the Interstate Bridge. The West Delta Park name became Greenback and the
first nine of the Great Blue Course designed by Robert Trent Jones opened for play. The
second nine opened in 1992 and Heron Lakes had one of the best 36-hole operations in the
Pacific Northwest operated by the Portland Parks and Recreation Department. KemperSports
manages the facility.
The original Greenback Course might seem a bit more user-friendly with its 6,616 yards
from the tips and not as many hazards as its sister course. But the Greenback Course does
have some teeth, from the opening 536-yard dogleg right par-5 to its closing stretch of holes
which feature some watery hazards, including a short par-4 with water all the way down the
left side of the fairway.
The Great Blue Course is considered a bit tougher, playing 6,902 yards from the back
tees. There is no shortage of water and sand traps to get your attention, including a series of
fairway bunkers on the left side of the fairway on the 413-yard par-4 18th hole.
The facility always seems to have something going on for golfers, from tournaments to
fun-filled events. In fact on Oct. 20 the Great Blue Oktoberfest is set for Heron Lakes. It is
called a Par for Life Series Event and features an 18-hole, two-person Shamble along with
beer and sausage tasting. This is a perfect fit for the beer loving golfers as Cascade Lakes,
Widmer, Bridgeport, McTarnahan’s and Full Sail are all scheduled to have beer tastings as
part of the event. There will be eight local micro-brew tastings and four sausage tastings.
For more check out heronlakesgolf.com/Oktoberfest.
Heron Lakes and the other City of Portland courses are involved in a high school caddy
program called EAGLE - Early Adventures in Golf for a Lifetime of Enjoyment. Seven
high school kids have been selected to work as caddies this summer and next summer.
They must caddy at least 80- rounds during that time. Two of the seven will win a college
scholarship.
For more information call 503.292.8570 or see heronlakesgolf.com
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Plenty of water and sand make for some challenges on Heron Lakes’ Great Blue Course.

Heron Lakes Golf Club at a glance

• Where: Portland, Oregon.
• Golf: Heron Lakes is made up of two courses, the Greenback Course and the Great Blue Course. The
Greenback was the first course, having opened as West Delta Park in 1971. The course was later changed
to Greenback in 1988 to reflect the type of birds that nest in the area.
• Phone: 503.292.8570.

A Heron makes itself home at the Great Blue Course (left); caddy Carlo rakes a bunker

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• IN THE NEWS •

• September Issue 2012 - Inside Golf •

Pacific Northwest plays host
to pair of professional events
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Jay Don Blake defeats Mark O’Meara in second playoff hole at the
Boeing Classic at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge
Jay Don Blake and Mark O’Meara battled it out in the final round of the Boeing Classic.
Blake moved to the top of the leaderboard when he birdied 15, but O’Meara tied the lead
when he birdied the last three holes, which led to a playoff. After both players narrowly
missed birdie putts on the first playoff hole, they went back to 18 again. Blake chipped his
third down to within a foot for a birdie, while O’Meara’s third shot settled 16 feet away.
After he missed his putt, Blake tapped in for the win. It was an exhilarating finish in front
of great crowds at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge as 28,000 fans cheered for the 2012 Boeing
Classic Champion.

Mika Miyazato captures first win at Safeway Classic

Mika Miyazato finished with a 2-under 70 to beat Brittany Lincicome and Inbee Park
by two strokes at the Safeco Classic. The 22-year-old Miyazato finished at 13-under 203
in her wire-to-wire victory on Pumpkin Ridge’s Ghost Creek Course. She shared the
first-round lead and had a two-shot advantage after the second. Michelle Wie had her first
top-10 finish of the season, shooting a 69 to finish eighth at 8 under.

Couples, in pain, is carted off the course after his opening drive at the Boeing Classic.

There was plenty of Pacific Northwest flavor at the LPGA Safeway Championship: Yakima’s Paige Mackenzie (left), Portland’s Allison Hanna (center) and Wendy Ward of Edwall along with her caddy.
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I qualified for the PGA Championship at
The Ocean Course at Kiawah Island in South
Carolina. This is the fifth PGA I have qualified
for and The Ocean Course is a super place. I
played the Professional National Championship there in 2005 and The Senior PGA in
2007. Good stuff. It is sure a long way from
Semiahmoo for sure. Terrific things happened
this year at Kiawah. I've been asked to journal
my week at the 2012 PGA Championship.
Here goes!
I arrived Sunday night. I left my house to
drive to Sea-Tac at 3:30 am to catch the first
flight to Atlanta. Tough to get up after teaching all week and leaving the course at 6:45
pm. But I'm young and my car is fast so off I
went.
I stayed at a mutual friends home on the
Island. The accommodations on Kiawah,
especially during a major are high, high dollar.
Let's call it many golf lessons per day so this
is good. Nice people! Zach Shriver, a long
time student of mine is caddying all week. I've
been coaching Zach for many years. Zach has
played the Canadian Tour and knows golf. It's
a fun opportunity for him to rub elbows with
the best players in the world.
Monday is check in and registration. Getting badges, parking passes, identification.
Zach is able to get a family pass to eat with
the players in the players dining room. Good
food, good friends.
I get organized and step on the putting
green and I shake hands with Tiger. I first
met Tiger in 2004 at the PGA at Whistling
Straights. The only time I made the cut at the
PGA. I had Tiger sign a picture for me there.
Tiger thinks I shot 59 in a tournament. I did
not shoot 59, I shot 60 but I'm just going to

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: Looking back on some terrific
memories from the PGA at the Ocean Course

let him think it was 59. Someone told him that
in 2004 so it's all good. Hello Tiger! He has
always been kind to me. My host family saw
this pic on the Kiawah home page. Weird, that
shake was very quick. I guess I was being
followed....haha.
Played the front nine and worked out. The
tour has a huge workout trailer and another
trailer with physical therapist and chiropractors. When I leave there I feel 25 years
younger. Did that daily.
Tuesday: Zach Johnson and Jonathon
Byrd are friends. They both are coached by
Mike Bender, my friend and partner at my golf
schools. We went to the back side to play
nine about 9 am with Gary Woodland. Never
met Gary. He is a nice guy and bombs it. Easy
going guy. Talented. One of my fun things of
the week was Jon, Gary and Zach the slot.
I was up on #10 and overheard Zach say to
Gary, "Watch this." I hit a nice shot and Zack
said, "Told you!" I felt really good! We played
a few holes and a storm came in quick. Play
suspended. Pouring, lightening, serious stuff.
We all headed back to the clubhouse. I was
in the locker room drying off and overheard
Phil Mickelson telling a story to a group of

Jeff Coston greets Tiger Woods on the putting green at the PGA Championship.
guys. I've know Phil since 1985, my first year
on the PGA Tour. The San DIego Open, Phil
was 14 years old and my standard bearer on
Saturday of the tournament. We have kind
of kept in touch. I walked around the corner
to say hi and he's talking to Dustin Johnson,
Davis Love and Ricky Fowler. Sweet. Phil
says to me, "I'm not carrying your sign this
year, OK?" We had a good laugh and I sat
with those guys for over an hour. Listening
this is a different world. It was nice. Good
memory.
Went back out later with Zach to pick up on
#13 with Hunter Mahan and Aaron Baddeley.
Aaron and I hit it off. Much in common, a truly

nice day. These guys hit it long. I went back
to the get young quick trailer that afternoon.
Wednesday: I played the back side again,
met Marcel for the first time. It started to rain
about hole 14 and everyone but Marcel and I
ran off the golf course. He is from Germany
and plays the European Tour and I live in the
Pacific Northwest. We played on and had the
golf course to ourselves. Anytime one gets
ready for a tournament–pitching, chipping,
bunker play–speed on the greens and putting
5 feet and in saves shots. Many golfers say
that, but few see enough value in those areas
to commit to practice very much around and
See Coston, Page 15

Black Butte Ranch sets schedule for
couples event called Grapes and Golf

Black Butte Ranch in Central Oregon will be holding its inaugural couples golf event
called Grapes and Golf, which is set for Sept. 21-23 at the resort.
The weekend festivities include a wine, cheese and hors d'oeuvres reception, two
tournament rounds of golf (one day at the new Glaze Meadow course and the next at Big
Meadow), a four course wine dinner, two breakfasts, a western BBQ awards luncheon and
prizes & gifts. Entry fee is $590 per couple, and all participants can enjoy accommodations at Black Butte Ranch for 15% off standard lodging rates, along with an optional
practice round for $55/per person with cart and range balls.
Accommodations range from hotel style lodge rooms and 2 - 3 bedroom condos to six
bedroom custom homes that can accommodate multiple couples.

Former University of Washington golfer will be on the Big Break Greenbrier

James Lepp, who played golf at the University of Washington, will appear on the Golf
Channel’s Big Break program starting in October. Lepp, from British Columbia, gave up
competitive golf to start his own shoe company called Kikkor Golf. He decided to get back
into golf and signed up to play in the Big Break Greenbrier. He won the NCAA championship in 2005 and turned professional in 2006.
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As the fall and winter weather approaches, I am sure most of hoping we
have another month or two of decent golf
weather. During this past season, most of
you probably had mixed results, and some
had better results than others. Each winter,
I challenge my students whom have big
swing flaws to dedicate some time to work
on reducing, or hopefully, eliminating the
flaws in their swing promoting inconsistencies.
It’s important to note that almost all of
them reap the benefits, come the following
spring and summer, with improved swinging
and scoring results. Another bonus to “off
season” swing work: Your frustration level
during the golf season will be a fraction of
what it normally is, and your “in-season”
lessons will be less stressful and more focused on swing maintenance and scoring.

Brett
Wilkinson

Spend some extra time and re-tool your golf swing

Keep in mind, bigger swing flaws take
time to rid, which is why you see the top
players in the world use their “off-season”
to re-tool their golf swings.
Better golfers want to concentrate on
scoring during the golf season, and the
smart players know they will need to spend
significant time in the winter getting their

swing mechanics more repeatable.
If you’re tired of being frustrated with
the same, inconsistent swing and scoring
results year after year, then get fired up and
do something about it - now . Ask yourself
these questions and see if your answers
align with the following:
• How much time can I dedicate during
the winter months to really improve?
• I have a lot of time to dedicate whether
I take instruction indoors or out. Yes, the
weather may not be ideal, but I really want
to get better.
• How do I find an instructor willing to
help me?
• I know a lot of very good golfers who
work with several different golf instructors,
so I can start making calls and interview
who may be best for my golf game.
• Can I really reduce my frustration level

by working on improving my golf swing in
the wintertime?
• I can see if I invest some considerable
time this winter, I will not have to re-learn or
be faced with the same swing flaws I have
every year when I start up in the spring.
Here’s what you should be doing to start
your process to becoming a better golfer:
-Ignore unsolicited golf swing advice.
Find a patient, highly certified golf instructor, and start working on making your
golf swing more dependable. You, too, be
patient and enjoy the luxury of a more repeatable and dependable golf swing come
springtime.

relaxed under your shoulders so the handle
of the golf club will be about hip high and no
more than five inches from you left leg.
Our body can execute it's most efficient
swing when we have good posture, allowing
for good core strength. A golfer should bend
at the waist-not the hips, not slouching from
the shoulders. Bending forward too much
puts strain on the lower back that supports
the spine during the swing. If your hands
are too far away from your body, not directly
under your shoulders, you will fall forward on
your down swing losing your balance. The
setup requires a good athletic posture. There
should be an arch in the lower backing keeping a natural curve in your spine that supports
your back. The chin should be up allowing for a

powerful shoulder turn. The hands are relaxed
and under the shoulders.
A good friend of mine once said, “Kathy,
I can't play golf, my boobs get in the way.”
Many women try to set up reaching out over
their breasts, which gets their hands too far
from their body. I told my friend, Linda, you
turn they turn, keep your arms along your
breasts, and as you turn your body correctly
they won't be in the way!
Practice setting up with an athletic posture
in front of a mirror with a club, and you'll be
surprised how much easier it is to make a
powerful swing.

Brett Wilkinson is the PGA Director of
Instruction at GolfTEC in Bellevue. He can
be reached for questions or comments at
425.454.7956.

Dear Kathy:
I'm a relatively new golfer-three years and
I'm still struggling making good contact with
the ball. People say I have a good swing, but
it seems like I'm always off balance when I
finish my swing. Sometimes I hit thin shots,
sometimes fat shots and occasionally great
shots. I usually score about 100 on most
of my local courses. I think if I were making
better contact I could score better.
				
Susan
Dear Susan:
We always go back to fundamentals before
we start looking at swing problems and one
of the first things I would check is posture, if
you're off balance at your finish. A good pos-

Kathy
DeNeui

Women’s golf: Balanced posture = powerful swing

ture is bending slightly forward at the hips so
your head is at about a one O'clock position.
Keep your back nice and straight and your
shoulder blades close so you're not slouching at the shoulders. Your arms should hang
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Kathy DeNeui is an LPGA teaching professional at Battle Creek Golf Course.
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Our march through The Rules of Golf takes us
to Rule 16: The Putting Green. (As a sidelight,
you might be interested to know that The Rules
of Golf refers to the green as the putting green.
Typically, we think of the putting green as the
practice putting green.)
Rule 16-1 contains all of the dos and don’ts
that a player needs to be aware of once his ball
is on the putting green. Rule 16-1a tells us that
player may not touch the line of putt except
under certain circumstances. The “line” of putt
isn’t necessarily a straight line. It’s the line a
player wishes his ball to take after a stroke from
the putting green. So, on a putt with a break, the
“line” would be curved. We all know you can fix
ball marks and old hole plugs on your line, but
you can’t fix any other damage or irregularities.
Of course, you can touch your line of putt
when you’re removing loose impediments or
immovable obstructions, when you’re measuring, when you’re marking or replacing your ball,
when you’re pressing down your ball marker, or
when you place your club in front of the ball at
address.
Rule 16-1b allows you to lift and mark your
ball on the putting green. But be careful: You
can’t mark and lift your ball after another player
has made a stroke and their ball in motion might
strike your ball.
As mentioned above, Rule 16-1c allows you
to repair ball marks and old hole plugs on your
line of putt, or anywhere else on the putting
green. Sometimes as Rules Officials we are
asked if it’s OK to repair a ball mark on the putting green if the ball is off the putting green, and
the answer is yes.
Rule 16-1d says that you can’t test the putting green. You can’t roll a ball to test the speed
or break and you can’t roughen or scrape the

Mike
Peluso

Rules of the Game: Remember these
do’s and don’t’s when on putting green

surface to check the direction of the grain or the
texture of the grass.
Rule 16-1e is the Rule that prohibits standing astride the line of putt or an extension of
that line behind the ball. The origin of this Rule
is obscure. It is generally thought that the Rule
came into effect due to the tremendous success
that Sam Snead had with it after he had become
a senior player. There is also another interesting story – perhaps an urban legend – that says
that Hord Hardin, the former chairman of the
Masters who was at the time president of the
USGA, had a regular money game with a friend
who consistently beat him using the straddling
stroke for putting. It is said that Hardin convinced
the Rules of Golf Committee to institute the Rule
prohibiting the practice. 		
In recent years, some players have been
penalized for standing astride the line of putt or
with their foot touching an extension of the line
when holing out a short putt. In 2008, the Rule
was modified to exempt a player from penalty
when they are holing out in order to avoid standing on another player’s line.
Rule 16-1f is an interesting Rule with which
the average player is unfamiliar. Let’s say that
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Joe is 30 feet away and Jim is 20 feet away.
Therefore, Joe is entitled to play first because
he is away. If Jim putts after Joe makes his
stroke and Joe’s ball is still in motion, Jim incurs
a two-stroke penalty. However, if Jim putts first
and Joe makes his stroke while Jim’s ball is still
in motion, there is no penalty because it was
Joe’s turn to putt anyway.
Rule 16-2 has been the source of confusion
for many players for years. It’s entitled Ball Overhanging Hole. What is meant by “overhanging?”
It means that if you were to look down on the
ball from directly above it and any part of the
ball breaks the plane of the circumference of the
hole, it’s deemed to be “overhanging.” Players
often think that if a ball is overhanging the hole
and it’s moving microscopically, you can wait as
long as you want because the ball is still moving.
They say that if you putt it, you’re making a
stroke at a moving ball. Rule 16-2 settles that
argument once and for all. Very simply, if you’re
ball is overhanging the hole, you have a reasonable time to get to the hole, and then you have
10 seconds to allow the ball to fall in the hole.
If it doesn’t fall into the hole, the ball is
deemed to be at rest – even if it’s still barely
moving! At that point you need to tap the ball
into the hole for your next stroke. If you don’t,
and it falls into the hole after the 10 seconds,
you still have to add an extra stroke, just as if
you had putted the ball in.
Next month, we’ll look at another aspect of
the putting green – the flagstick.

Mike Peluso is a rules official with the USGA,
PNGA, WSGA and other organizations. He can
be reached for rules questions at mikepeluso@
comcast.net.
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Langdon Farms
again is the host
site for amateurs
to take a shot at
a Safeway invite

The organizers of the LPGA Safeway
Classic have made sure that an amateur is
always in the field for their tournament,
which is the oldest non-major championship
on the LPGA tour.
The event, which was held in August
featured all of the top guns on the LPGA - as
well as one player who qualified by way of
a qualifying event at Langdon Farms Golf
Club and only open to amateur players.
“The Safeway Classic has been dedicated
to growing women’s golf in the Northwest
over our 41-year history,” said Tom Maletis, the President of the Tournament Golf
Foundation, which runs the LPGA Safeway
Classic. “With this event we have established
a tradition of offering amateurs a chance to
play with the world’s best pros.
“It’s traditionally an exciting day as the
amateurs play with great intensity for a shot
at competing with the top pros.”
This year, Lee Lopez, who will be a senior
at UCLA, won the qualifier with a 2-under
69. A year ago, a high school player Ashlee
Pickerall of West Salem won the qualifier.
Langdon Farms has been the host site
for the event and has been a great host, offering one of the top public courses in the
Portland area. The course has a farm motif
with a clubhouse that looks like a barn and
other farm themed buildings on the property
as well, including a small building you can
drive your golf cart through.
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University of Washington golfers
fall in U.S. Amateur quarterfinals

University of Washington golfers Chris Williams and Cheng-Tsung Pan both lost in the
quarterfinals of match play ending their impressive runs at the U.S. Amateur Championship
in Cherry Hills, Colo. The Husky duo had a chance to play each other in the semifinals at
the par-71 Cherry Hills Country Club if they won, but instead they both were sent home
by their opponents. Neither Pan, nor Williams had trailed in any of their previous three
matches before the quarterfinals.

Brandes, Folsom win WSGA Mid-Amateur championships

Tom Brandes of Bellevue, Wash. tamed the demanding layout at Moses Lake Golf Club to win
the 3nd Washington State Men’s Mid-Amateur Championship, and Leslie Folsom of Seattle, Wash.
survived a stiff test from Sandra Turbide of Maple Ridge, B.C. before pulling away to win the 3rd
Washington State Women’s Mid-Amateur Championship.
 	 The win is Brandes’ third victory of the year, having won the Washington State Champion of
Champions in May and the Pacific Northwest Senior Men’s Amateur Championship in June.

Coston: Some PGA memories
on Continued from Page 12
the greens. Making an up and down or two
putts from 25 to 40 feet is kind of like making a birdie. It takes shots off your score. I
spent time around the greens on Wednesday
afternoon.
Thursday: I teed off at 9:10 off #10. Played
with Robert Rock who beat Tiger head to
head in Dubai and Bud Carley who played
his way on the PGA Tour last year. Good
group. I played solid at even par coming into
my final hole of the day, #9. My tee shot felt
good. I looked up and it was headed to the
right. I must of been aimed there. I hit it in
the hazard and made double. That did not feel
good. Shot a 74.
Friday: My time was 2:20 off #1. There
was a 20 minute delay. I birdied #5 with a 3
iron to get to +1 for the tourney. I was just
playing normal golf, no biggie. The wind was
moving hard but I was dealing with it. From
there on I made some mistakes and the
wind howled. The back nine was tough and

I finished in the dark. 79. Not happy. Early
exit. Missed by 3. The wind made scores
go way up. I'd sure like to play those last 13
holes again. I guess I'm still learning. That's
golf and life. Next year Oak Hill. I plan to see
Tiger and Phil there again.

Jeff Coston is an 18-time Pacific Northwest PGA Player of the Year. He can be
reached for appointment at Semiahmoo by
calling 360.201.4590 or see www.jeffcoston.
com for more.
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Wonder why golf courses aerify
their greens? Here’s the reason

Have you ever wondered why golf courses aerify their greens, or why they topdress their
greens with sand on occasion? Typically golf courses in our area aerify their greens twice a year,
once in the Spring and again in the Fall. Believe it or not there are several benefits to the greens
that come as a result of aerification and topdressing which promote healthier greens and better
putting surfaces.
Aerification provides three primary benefits to the health of putting greens. During the aerification process a coring machine or aerifier removes cores or plugs from the green. By removing
the cores or plugs, aerification provides a means for removing thatch from the putting surface,
which allows for better infiltration of water and nutrients.
Secondly, by removing cores or plugs the surrounding soil is disrupted, alleviating soil
compaction which improves absorption of water and nutrients into the root zone and allows for
additional root growth. Lastly aerification helps to provide additional oxygen to the root zone
which also helps to promote growth and healthier roots. Topdressing or sanding provides two
additional benefits to putting greens in addition to aerifying. Topdressing or sanding is done to
fill in the holes as a result of aerification and provide additional material to the top of the root
zone. Topdressing is also done to improve the quality or smoothness of the putting surface by
filling in voids or low areas on the greens.
While aerification and topdressing tend to be bad in the eyes of many golfers because of the
short term affects on putting and their game, the long term affects on the overall health of the
greens are very beneficial. So the next time you show up at the course and hear that the greens
have been aerified or topdressed remember the benefits and the positive affects it has on the
greens. In fact, you may even want to thank the maintenance staff for their efforts to promote
healthier and better quality greens for your enjoyment.
R.D. Pete Petersen is the Superintendent of Golf Operations at Riverbend Golf Complex in
Kent, Wash. He can be reached for questions at 253.854.3673.
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