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The Tour: Take a look at
what the area has to offer

There are many choices of courses
to play in Central Washington, from the
Tri-Cities to Yakima to Wenatchee. See
inside for the tour.

RV’s are more than welcome
at Central Washington courses

Sage Hills (right) in Warden is just one
of many places that is able to host golfers
who like to travel with RVs. See inside for
more.

Destination: Central Washington
This area has it all from the warm temperatures to the terrific golf courses
In terms of an area that has it all, look
no further than Central Washington. From
Wenatchee to Yakima to the Tri-Cities to Walla
Walla, Central Washington has the right kind
of weather, the sights, the wineries and, of
course, the golf courses.
Places like Desert Canyon in Orondo
(right) as well as Moses Pointe in Moses Lake
(lower left) and Columbia Point in Richland
(lower right) are all treats to play.
There are several other courses that provide a quality golfing experience and continue
to attract players from around the Pacific
Northwest and beyond. All of the courses
share a great golfing climate that is warmer
and dryer than the coastal environment and
is especially appreciated in the spring and
fall seasons.
Join us this month for a tour of Central
Washington.

Black Butte shows
off Glaze Meadow

Umpqua Challenge,
Boeing Classic set
PGA Tour and Champions Tour star Peter
Jacobsen (right) has finalized the field for his
Umpqua Bank Challenge, which will be held
Aug. 26-28 at the Reserve Vineyards and
Golf Club.
The Boeing Classic will again bring in the
top players from the Champions Tour at the
TPC Snoqualmie Ridge in August.
For more on these events, see Page 13-14
of this special section.

Photo by Scott Bisch

There are not many new course openings
around the country these days, so when a
course gets re-opened after a year-old re-model
there is time for excitement.
Black Butte Ranch’s Glaze Meadow Golf
Course is now open after a $3.7 million remodel project by Northwest architect John
Fought (right). The course has plenty to show
off after the project.
For more, see inside.
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Don Barth started small. He bought Alta
Lake Golf Course in Central Washington back
in 1983 when it was a nine-hole layout. But
since then, he has literally become the King
of Central Washington golf.
Barth not only owns Alta Lake, but also
Rock Island, Desert Canyon and Bear Mountain Ranch. Barth
and partners Lyn
and Randy Anderson joined
forces to put the
deals for Desert
Canyon and Bear
Mountain Ranch
together.
Barth now operates four golf
courses in Central Washington
- including two
which are near or
at the top of many
Pacific Northwest’s golfers’ must-play lists
in both Desert Canyon and Bear Mountain
Ranch.
Barth has had a hand in all of the courses.
He designed and added nine holes at Alta
Lake in 1993 giving the course 18 holes.
He designed and added nine at Rock Island,
which opened for play last year giving that
course 18 holes.
At Desert Canyon, he worked with original
owner Jack Frei in the early days of the course
before taking over ownership two years ago.
And at Bear Mountain Ranch, Barth actually
designed the course and had it built but was
bought out four years ago. When his original
partner Jerry Scholfield came back with an
offer last year to get back in, Barth and his
partners jumped at the chance.
Now, he has four golf courses and he
is excited to show them off to people who
want to make the trip east of the Cascade
Mountains.
And to get the golfers to head over and
keep them coming back, Barth is making
changes. At Desert Canyon, plans are underway to make the course more user-friendly
including widening fairways and removing
some of the desert area, replacing it with turf.
Desert Canyon has been highly regarded since
opening, in fact the course is ranked 10th on
GolfWeek’s best in Washington list.

Don Barth (left) got into the golf business by buying Alta Lake Golf Course (above) in 1983.

Rock Island, near Wenatchee, opened a new nine for play last year, designed by Don Barth.
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Central Washington is a haven for golfers with RVs
The summer is the perfect time for RVs
and golf to mix. And the Central Washington
area has it all. From Sun Country in Cle Elum to
Othello to, Quincy Valley Golf Course, Central
Washington offers some attractive destinations
for golfers with RVs.
The popularity of Golfers traveling in RVs
is growing and golf courses are catering to
them. Places like Sun Lakes Resort, Sage Hills,
Crescent Bar and Royal City Golf Course have
become popular with RV campers. With full
hookups, golfers are not just parking, but staying for several days at a time. Some courses
offer more than others, but many have other
amenities like, swimming pools, laundry, general
stores and even restaurants. Golf can vary from
9 holes to 18 to executive layouts.
• Sage Hills: The resort is a place where
the golf and RVs mix perfectly. The course
measures 6,591 yards and is a solid test for
all levels of golfer. The RV park has 40 spots
with full hookups and grass yards. There’s also
a dayroom for group functions, a swimming
pool and picnic area. The friendly full service
restaurant overlooks the golf course.
• Sun Lakes Resort: Vic Meyers Golf
Course and Sun Lakes Resort were built in 1949,
all thanks due to one Vic Meyers himself, former

Lieutenant Governor of Washington State. Vic’s
vision was to turn this chain-link string of lakes
40 miles north of Moses Lake into the “Palm
Springs of the Northwest.” After some serious
lobbying on Vic’s part, the 4,000-acre resort was
a reality with a 9-hole golf course included.
The Sun Lakes Resort is now one of the
state’s most popular parks. As for the course
itself, its success remained minimized through
most of its history and was largely considered
an afterthought to park visitors. The past few
years have proved quite the contrary for Vic
Meyers Golf course as much effort and money
has gone into upgrading the course. With new
tees and greens added and a dedicated watering
and mowing program, the course is immensely
playable and enjoyable.
• Sun Country Resort: When Jim and
Cherie Hembree were looking for an investment
a few years ago, they came across Sun Country
Golf and RV 5 miles West of Cle Elum on I90.
They liked what he saw, but knew there could
be more. Now, nearly 7 years after buying Sun
Country, the Hembree’s have added 9 new
golf holes and reconstructed a large part of the
original course. They have made the facility a
user-friendly place for avid golfers with RVs.
There was a lot of work that needed to be

Sage Hills Golf & RV Resort in Warden is a must stop for golfers with an RV.

Sun Country near Cle Elum now has 18 holes to show off plus an RV park as well.

Othello Golf Club has electrical and water hook-ups for some overnight golfers.

done when the Hembree’s took over in 2005, but
their vision of the place helped put the changes
in motion. In addition, 36 lots were developed
which offers great views of the golf course and
the mountains.
The Sun Country is now a beautifully matured
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5,715 yard 18 hole course with some great
views of the nearby Cascade Mountains and
valleys. The RV spots come with full hookups,
new bath facilities and wi-fi connections. The
RV spots are conveniently located close to the
clubhouse and over looking fairways.
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The Tour
If you are looking for challenging,
scenic golf then you will find it
all in the Central Washington area
Looking for a golf outing that will make
you feel like you are miles and miles away
from anything else? Look no further than
Central Washington. With its terrific summer and fall weather and variety of golf
courses, Central Washington is a quick
drive away and will leave you feeling like
you are in another part of the country.
With the Cascade Mountains, snaking
rivers, pristine air, golden vistas and plenty
of delicious apples, you can’t go wrong
when heading to Central Washington. And
the weather is almost always warm and
sunny during the golfing season.

Canyon Lakes: Seeing lots of stars

Rated 4 1/2 Stars by Golf Digest and
one of the top 10 best public courses in
the Pacific Northwest, Canyon Lakes in
Kennewick is not short on accolades. In
addition to the lofty rating, Golf Digest
gives Canyon Lakes a nod as one of the
top 200 value golf courses in the United
States. Not bad for starters.
Then, consider things like the 12th
hole, which ranks as the largest green in
the Pacific Northwest at 12,000 square
feet and the ninth hole, which has been
selected as one of the Northwest’s Dream
18. With five sets of tees measuring from
5,500 to 7,027 yards, Canyon Lakes will

Bear Mountain Ranch (above) is perched above Lake Chelan; Lake Chelan (top photo) offers fun golf with lake-side views.
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The Tour: Bear Mountain offers
up terrific Lake Chelan views
test the mettle of all types of golfers and
a course which is one of the 18 best in
the Pacific Northwest, as selected by
Northwest Travel Magazine.
Canyon Lakes also features a putting
course adjacent to the driving range, yet
another way for golfers to hone their skills.
Canyon Lakes has added a 3,000 square
foot Champions Room that is ideal for golf
outings, weddings, company parties and
special events. And don’t forget about the
GPS on all of the golf carts.
See www.canyonlakesgolfcourse.com
or call 509.582.3736 for more info.

Bear Mountain: Lake Chelan views

Bear Mountain Ranch Golf Course
is truly a beautiful sight for golfer’s eyes
and will surely leave visitors in awe of its
lush grounds. There may not be a more
aesthetically pleasing course in the Pacific
Northwest.
Set among an incredible natural setting
with golf course views that are equally
as stunning as the course itself, Bear
Mountain Ranch has been a wonderful
addition to the Lake Chelan area since
the golf course opened in 2005.
At over 7,230 yards from the back
tees, Bear Mountain Ranch is a test for
the low handicapper, but it also makes sure
each and every golfer can find a proper
teeing ground with four additional sets of
tees. The course uses the natural terrain
of carved plateaus and each hole features
lake and mountain views. Located three
hours from Seattle, Bear Mountain Ranch
also features real estate opportunities for

those looking to get away from the city.

Highlander: Columbia River views

At 800 feet above the Columbia River
is a breathtaking piece of property that
boasts a golf course designed by John
Steidel. This one is called Highlander
and it lives up to the name. Laced with
incredible views of the Columbia River,
Highlander plays to over 6,500 from the
back tees.
The most talked about hole is the par-3
ninth, a 185-yard bear that requires a tee
shot over a canyon – and you’d better be
able to land your ball softly. The green
slopes dramatically making a two-putt no
easy feat. And after you make the turn
you can enjoy the gorgeous back nine that
has sweeping views of the river.
Highlander made several improvements two years ago, including the reshaping of all the bunkers on the front
nine. Two new lakes and a waterfall were
also built, and 500 trees were planted on
the front nine. The bunkers are all bigger,
flatter and all are filled with white sand.
A newly remodeled clubhouse gives
a new look to the pro shop.

Canyon Lakes in Kennewick is one of the most popular courses in the Pacific Northwest.

Wine Valley: Award winning course

Walla Walla is no stranger to new vintages.
The once-sleepy hamlet in the southeastern
corner of the state has become one of the
premier wine destinations in the United
States. But if you were looking to pair fine
public-access golf with wine touring and
tasting, the pickings were slim. The uncorking of Wine Valley Golf Club three years ago

Wine Valley has been an award winning course since it opened for play three years ago.
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Columbia Point Golf Course in Richland offers a course with plenty of hazards and mounds to keep your shots away from.

changed all that - for the area and for the
Pacific Northwest.
Ranked the No. 2 course in Washington
by Golfweek, Wine Valley has been added to
the must-play list for golf enthusiasts. It is also
84th on the list of top Modern Courses.
Wine Valley Golf Club, designed by Oregon native Dan Hixson, blends immense
scale, inspiring scenery and strategic challenges into a full-bodied championship golf
experience. The course is getting some
big events already. This year Wine Valley
will host the Northwest Open for the third
straight year and in July the biggest amateur
event of the year the PNGA Men’s Amateur
will take place.

Desert Canyon: Long par-5 hole

Desert Canyon has undergone plenty
of changes in the last two years from
being sold to on-course improvements.
Despite the changes, the course continues to be one of the top layouts in the
Pacific Northwest.
This 18-hole public facility delivers an
experience unmatched in Central Washington. Spectacular desert terrain creates
a course with desert style target golf.
The course has received numerous
accolades including being named the #1
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Take The Tour: Horn Rapids
offers a desert experience
resort course in the State of Washington,
and being ranked as the second best
conditioned course in America by Golf
Digest. The course is also home to the
famous #6 canyon hole, which has been
ranked as the 7th best par five in America
by Golf Digest.
Each hole is memorable and the greens
are fast and firm. If you need to work on
your putting there is also an 18-hole putting course to practice on.

Columbia Point: Bunkers and mounds

Located in Richland, Columbia Point
Golf Course is an upscale and daily fee
facility built and owned by the city of
Richland. Located on the eastern side of
the Cascade Mountains and adjacent to
the Columbia River, the course measures
6,571 yards from the back tees.
Nothing too complicated greets the
average golfer but the course does have
water hazards and numerous bunkers that
will need to be avoided. The most recognizable features are the mounds, rolling
fairways and large undulating greens.
Many of the greens are surrounded by
mounds, which makes errant approach shots
that much more penal. If your short game is
MIA, you might want to put in some practice
time on the range before you hit the course.
Columbia Point has a fully-stocked golf
shop, cafe, covered patio and a driving range
and all of the amenities you could want.

Horn Rapids: Desert golf in the NW

Horn Rapids Golf Club, located outside

of Richland opened in 1994 and plays true to
Central Washington desert-style golf. With
multi part fairways that wind through sand and
sage, Horn Rapids provides a brilliant contrast
of color between desert and greens. Set
against high desert mountains, the sloping,
slick greens provide plenty of character and
demand on your short game.
This par 72 layout is as long as it is challenging. The course plays 6,954 yards from
the back tees and boasts a 73.6 rating with a
slope of 130. There are also options for less
experienced players as well as the forward
tees represent just over 5,000 yards with a
slope of 111.
If you have an RV, Horn Rapids has four
full hookup spots and there is Horn Rapids
RV Resort, a five-star RV resort, just across
the highway with 225 parking pads.

Lake Chelan: Above the lake

Ever since it was built in 1970, Lake Chelan
Golf Course has always been a popular spot
for golfers visiting the area. Located on the
lake’s north side, Lake Chelan is a solid par72 golf course that sits on a bluff looking at
the 55-mile long lake. The course has three
sets of tees to choose from, giving golfers of
different skill levels a chance to put a good
number on the scorecard.
There are good holes on this course that
provide a nice test for visiting golfers. You
can now book tee times online by clicking on
www.lakechelangolf.com.

Moses Pointe: Sunny and long

Moses Pointe has been a favorite course
for golfers throughout the Pacific Northwest

Horn Rapids (top) is a desert-style layout; Moses Pointe offers days and days of sun.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• July Issue 2012 - Inside Golf •

• CENTRAL WASHINGTON •

• Page 9 •

The Tour: Apple Tree’s apple
green is a gem; Kahler Glen
is like playing wilderness golf
since opening in the summer of 1999.
Stretching out to a robust 7,549 yards
from the tips, Moses Pointe has the teeth to
give the championship player a true test as it
did hosting the 2005 and 2008 Washington
State Amateur Championships. Most players
will be comfortable with the 6,323 yardage
from the white tees, which actually play a
little shorter due to the firm fast conditions
that desert golf provides.
A 2006-2007 bunker renovation and addition project put some nice final touches on
an already terrific golf course, according to
director of golf Bill Porter.
There are a lot of reasons why golfers love
Moses Pointe: 300-plus days of sunshine, a
spectacular golf course that’s challenging and
enjoyable for golfers of all abilities

Suncadia: A NW golf trifecta

Located in Roslyn, just about an hour drive
east of Seattle, Suncadia Resort is a more
recent addition to the ever-expanding Central
Washington golf destination landscape.
With three courses open, Prospector the
private Tumble Creek and the new Rope
Rider, Suncadia offers up a trifecta of golf.
Prospector meanders through tall pines, with
lakes and creeks dotting the landscape of the
18-hole layout while Tumble Creek offers a
private golf experience. Rope Rider gets its
name from the men who rode the roped coal
cars in the nearby mines.

Apple Tree: The apple green is a treat

Apple Tree in Yakima is a big and beautiful

part of the Central Washington golf scene.
The course features a signature hole that has
been highly regarded as one of the state’s
best. Having been featured in almost every
golf publication, the 17th hole is only one of
many great holes at this 4-Star rated Golf
Digest course. Playing to over 6,900 yards
from the tips, Apple Tree is a tough golf test
with challenging holes that will not only keep
you interested and focused, it will make golfers
use most of the clubs in their bag. Perhaps
the most difficult test comes early on the 461yard, par-4 fourth that plays through a chute of
orchards and over an expansive gully.
As if the tee shot wasn’t enough to bruise
your Fuji or Granny Smith, the green is elevated
and not particularly deep, making a long
second shot just as difficult. The 18th hole
provides a classic decision making opportunity.
Measuring just over 500 yards from the tips,
the tee shot offers a “finger” of fairway for
daring players or a larger safe landing area
to the right with a pond separating the two.
The approach shot, or lay-up for those less
inclined, has to negotiate four small ponds
and a giant red apple sand trap.

You don’t want your tee shot to miss Apple Tree’s apple-shaped island green.

Kahler Glen: Wilderness experience

The resort was created in the late 1980s by
a couple of logging families, trying to get the
best use out of their logging lands in Central
Washington.
Most holes are surrounded by tall trees,
giving you the perfect feel for Pacific Northwest
golf. Before your round try the unique Aqua
driving range, complete with floating greens.

Sun Willows Golf Course in Pasco is a popular stop for Tri Cities golfers.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• Page 10 •

• CENTRAL WASHINGTON •

• Inside Golf - July Issue 2012 •

The Tour: Central Washington
Kahler Glen has over 20 condos,
townhomes and a private home. Kahler
Creek Grill & Lounge offers a new menu
with daily specials.

Othello: A complete golf package

Othello Golf Club is open to the public
and has everything you could want in a
9-hole course. It’s been called the oasis
of the Columbia basin. The course is no
pushover and provides championshipstyle golf that can be enjoyed by all levels
of golfers.
This walkable tree-lined course provides ample shade to keep you cool in
the summer heat.
There are two PGA pros on staff, a
driving range, cart rental, bar and lounge.
It has wonderful banquet facilities, and
is always a great surprise to those who
have not played it, truly a bring me back
course.

Sun Willows: A hit with the locals

Sun Willows Golf Course, in Pasco,
is a Robert Muir Graves designed public
18-hole, par-72 course. It opened in 1963
and was redesigned in 1980 by local golf
course architect John Steidel. The club
features a pro-shop, driving range and
restaurant.
A favorite of Tri-City golfers, it is a traditional and challenging Northwest style
course with mature trees that line rolling
fairways and large undulating greens. You
can play the course from 6,715 yards at
the tips or as short as 5,695 yards from the
forward tees. There are 32 bunkers and
five lakes that will keep you focused.
Sun Willows is also managed by the
same group that runs Columbia Point
Golf Course.

Leavenworth: Playing through trees

The town of Leavenworth is known for
its Bavarian festivals and quaint shops.
But this Apls-like setting also has a terrific
golf course.
The course, with the tall tree-lined
fairways and small firm greens, seems
like it plays much longer that its 5,711
yards.
The course got its start in 1927 with
nine holes and sand greens. It has come
a long ways since then. A second nine
was added in 1969.
Visitors from the coast side of the
mountains would be wise to emulate the
locals who hit short on approach shots
and run the ball onto the green.
The close proximity of the wilderness
also can produce some unexpected visitors. In 1996 Washington State Wildlife
officials shot a young black bear with a
tranquilizer gun and captured that bear, its
mother and another and moved them.

West Richland: Getting newer

Things are getting newer at West
Richland, as it opened up a new clubhouse
last year. The course is a daily-fee 18-hole
regulation par-71 links-style course that is
playable and fair - and especially popular
with beginners because of the relatively
tame layout.
The course is also host to one of the
largest Pro-Am’s in the Pacific Northwest
every year which attracts the professionals from around the NW to play for
a big purse.

Alta Lake, Rock Island: Good fun

Owner Don Barth got his start with Alta
Lake and then took over the operations at
Rock Island Golf Course near Wenatchee.

Leavenworth Golf Course (top) and Othello Golf Club are two great stops in Central Washington.
Alta Lake is located in Pateros and now
has 18 holes and a hotel allowing golfers
to stay on site.
Every room in the lodge has a view of
the golf course and there is a swimming
pool and an area for picnics or to just
stretch out in the Eastern Washington

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

sunshine.
Rock Island became an 18-hole course
last year with the opening of a new nine,
designed by Barth. Nothing wrong here
either, especially with the 13th hole, a
dogleg that runs along a large water
hazard.
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Traveling in Central Washington?
Take a quick side trip to Wildhorse
Nestled in the foothills of the Blue Mountains, you’ll find 18 holes of spectacular
golf, featuring beautiful lakes, long fairways and deep bunkers. Designed by legendary golf architect, John Steidel, the Wildhorse Resort course can play long or short
with four sets of tees ranging from 5,718 yards at the front to 7,128 yards from
the championship tees. There is also a full-service Pro Shop, driving range, practice
green and clubhouse Grill.
The 100-space RV Park is a great way to enjoy everything Wildhorse has to offer. 24-hour gaming, golf, live entertainment, dining, shopping and our Tamástslikt
Cultural Institute are all just minutes away. The park features hook-ups for sewer,
water and electrical and provides shuttle transportation to and from the casino and
a free continental breakfast.
More than just a visitor attraction, Tamástslikt Cultural Institute helps document
and preserve the past, present and future traditions and practices of the Cayuse,
Umatilla and Walla Walla Tribes. Inside the 45,000 square foot facility, you’ll discover
world-class exhibits, a Museum Store, the Kinship Café, state-of-the art meeting facilities and 10,000 years of living history. For info see www.wildhorseresort.com.

Wildhorse Resort in Pendleton is an excellent option close to Central Washington.
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Golf Map of Central Washington
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Golf courses in Central Washington
1.

Sun Country Golf Course
18 holes, 5,715 yards
Cle Elum, Public

11. Lower Valley Golf Club
18 holes, 6,664 yards
Sunnyside, Public

21. Horn Rapids Golf Club
18 holes, 6,925 yards
Richland, Public

2.

Suncadia Resort
Two courses
Roslyn, Public

12. Moses Pointe Golf Resort
18 holes, 7,428 yards
Moses Lake, Public

22. Buckskin Golf Course
9 holes, 2,600 yards
Richland, Public

3.

Ellensburg Golf Club
9 holes, 2,946 yards
Ellensburg, Public

13. Potholes Golf Course
9 holes, 2,269 yards
Othello, Public

23. Desert Canyon Golf Resort
18 holes, 6,923 yards
Orondo, Public

4.

Quincy Golf Course
18 holes, 5,979 yards
Quincy, Public

14. Sage Hills Golf Course
18 holes, 6,591 yards
Warden, Public

24. Lake Chelan Golf Course
18 holes, 6,440 yards
Chelan, Public

Crescent Bar Resort
9 holes, 3,034 yards
Quincy, Public

15. Othello Golf Course
9 holes, 3,066 yards
Othello, Public

25. Bear Mountain Ranch
18 holes, 7,000 yards
Chelan, Public

Desert Aire Golf Course
18 holes, 6,501 yards
Mattawa, Public

16. Royal City Golf Course
9 holes, 3,106 yards
Royal City, Public

26. Kahler Glen Golf Course
18 holes, 6,105 yards
Leavenworth, Public

Suntides Golf Course
18 holes, 6,232 yards
Yakima, Public

17. West Richland Golf Course
18 holes, 6,103 yards
West Richland, Public

27. Leavenworth Golf Course
18 holes, 5,711 yards
Leavenworth, Public

Westwood West
9 holes, 2,691 yards
Yakima, Public

18. Columbia Point Golf Course
18 holes, 6,555 yards
Richland, Public

28. Three Lakes Golf Course
18 holes, 5,327 yards
Wenatchee, Public

Apple Tree Golf Club
18 holes, 6,892 yards
Yakima, Public

19. Sun Willows Golf Course
18 holes, 6,715 yards
Pasco, Public

29. Highlander
18 holes, 6,650 yards
East Wenatchee, Public

20. Canyon Lakes Golf Course
18 holes, 6,973 yards
Kennewick, Public

30. Rock Island Golf Course
18 holes, 7,153 yards
Rock Island, Public

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10. Mount Adams Golf Course
18 holes, 6,524 yards
Toppenish, Public
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31. Vic Meyers Golf Course
(Sun Lakes Resort)
9 holes, 3,123 yards
Coulee City, Public
32. Alta Lake Golf Course
18 holes, 6,659 yards
Pateros, Public
COUNTRY CLUBS
33. Yakima Country Club
18 holes, 6,494 yards
Yakima
34. Yakima Elks Club
18 holes, 6,640 yards
Yakima
35. Wenatchee Country Club
18 holes, 6,405 yards
Wenatchee
36. Moses Lake Country Club
18 holes, 5,341 yards
Moses Lake
37. Meadow Springs Club
18 holes, 6,957 yards
Kennewick
38. Wine Valley Golf Club
18 holes, 7,360 yards
Walla Walla
39. Tri City Country Club
18 holes, 4,900 yards
Kennewick, Public
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Boeing Classic will showcase
Champions Tour at the TPC
Snoqualmie Ridge in August
There is plenty to like about the Boeing
Classic, the Champions Tour event which
is entering its eighth year at the TPC Snoqualmie Ridge just east of Seattle.
From the talented and deep field that
annually plays in the tournament to the
terrific landscape of the golf course to the
millions of dollars the tournament puts into
the hands of local charities, the tournament
is a win-win for everyone.
This year’s event is Aug. 20-26.
But one of the things that always sticks
out is the view from the 14th hole at the TPC
Snoqualmie Ridge, a hole known as Bear’s
Canyon. The hole is a par-4 with a green
sitting on the other side of a canyon, named
for course designer Jack Nicklaus. Some
players go for the green with the drive, others lay up. The hole has become so exciting
that tournament officials have built special
skyboxes around the tee and green.
“The Canyon Club is definitely the place
to be at the Boeing Classic,” said tournament director Michelle DeLancy. “Not only
do you have the chance to see up close the
biggest risk-reward hole of the tournament,
but the sun deck on the back of the skybox
provides the perfect view of the players
teeing off at 18.”
Mark Calcavecchia won last year’s Boeing Classic in a playoff but the list of winners
has been like a who’s who of golf. Other
winners include Bernhard Langer, Tom Kite,
Loren Roberts, Denis Watson and David
Eger. In fact, in 2007 Watson survived a

Photo by Scott Bisch

Photo by Scott Bisch

Tom Kite
seven-man playoff to win the tournament,
the largest playoff in PGA Tour history.
There is a Pacific Northwest connection
with the tournament as well. Seattle native
and PGA Tour star Fred Couples is looking
to win in his hometown for the first time.
And with all of the excitement the tournament has provided over the years, local
charities have been truly the big winner. The
tournament has donated nearly $3.7 million
to charity in just seven years.
For more information about the event
see www.boeingclassic.com.
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TPC Snoqualmie Ridge (top) is the host; Fred Couples is a Pacific Northwest fan favorite.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• Page 14 •

• THE PROS HIT THE NORTHWEST •

• July Issue 2012 - Inside Golf •

Umpqua Bank Challenge field
finalized with some big names
The Umpqua Bank Challenge announced that PGA Tour professionals Robert Garrigus
and Boo Weekley are joining the main field of the upcoming event, set for August 26-28
at The Reserve Vineyards & Golf Club in Aloha. But that’s not all. Rounding out the field
for this year’s event are Lee Trevino, Oregon men’s golf coach Casey Martin and two-time
world long driving champion Jamie Sadlowski.
Garrigus, a former resident of Gresham, Ore., turned professional in 1997, and joined
the PGA Tour in 2006 after playing several seasons on the Nationwide Tour. Garrigus
picked up his first Tour win at the 2010 Children’s Miracle Network Classic, earning him full
exemption on the PGA Tour through 2012. So far this year Garrigus has had two second
place finishes and earned more than $1.2 million in official money and, with an average of
309 yards, is currently the second longest in driving distance on Tour.
Weekley, who also turned professional in 1997, played the PGA Tour during the 2002
season, and then rejoined in 2007 after a four-year stint on the Nationwide Tour. A true
fan-favorite, Weekley is known for his easy-going attitude and love of camouflage/outdoor
apparel. He has earned more than $8 million in official career money and is a two-time
winner of the Verizon Heritage (now the RBC Heritage).
“As much as Boo is loved for being the “every man’s” hero on Tour, he really does
possess one of the best swings in golf,” said Jacobsen. “He’s long, accurate and has
a great touch. His relaxed demeanor draws people to him, but deep down he is a real
competitor.”
Garrigus and Weekley join Jacobsen, 2011 FedExCup champion Bill Haas, 36-year PGA
Tour veteran Jay Haas, 2012 Waste Management Phoenix Open winner Kyle Stanley, 2011
co-champions Steve Elkington and Scott McCarron and Oregon-born PGA Tour star Ben
Crane as members of the 2012 Umpqua Bank Challenge main field. The remaining players
will be announced throughout the spring and summer.
Registration for the 2012 Umpqua Bank Challenge volunteer program opened March
1. The 2011 volunteer program sold out early, and several committees are already full
for 2012. For the most up-to-date tournament information and news, including details on
volunteering, ticket sales and sponsorship opportunities, visit www.umpquabankchallenge.
com or call (866) 503-2003.

Casey Martin

Robert Garrigus

Umpqua Bank Challenge
• When: August 26-28, 2012
• Where: The Reserve Vineyards and Golf Club near Portland
• Format: PGA Tour stars will be paired in two-player teams
• Players: Host Peter Jacobsen has invited Ben Crane, Bill Haas, Jay Haas, Kyle
Stanley, Robert Garrigus, Boo Weekley, Steve Elkington, Scott McCarron, Lee Trevino,
Casey Martin, Jamie Sadlowski,.
• Information: 866.503.2003.

The Reserve Vineyards and Golf Club will be the new host for the Umpqua Bank Challenge.
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Black Butte Resort shows off
new look at Glaze Meadow
after year-long re-modeling
As you stand on the first tee of Black
Butte’s Glaze Meadow, you have to do
a doubletake. It sure doesn’t look like
the same course that originally opened
back in 1980.
What you see is the course after the
Black Butte Ranch homeowners voted to
spend $3.7 million to hire Pacific Northwest architect John Fought to re-model
and course. After a year-long shutdown,
the course has re-opened and Glaze
Meadow looks nothing like it did.
There are new tees, new greens, new
bunkers and the first three holes looking
nothing like they did before. The opening
hole is now a gentle dogleg par-4 instead
of a twisting par-5, the second hole is a
fair par-5 instead of a tight par-4 and the
third hole is a short par-4 with a new green
pushed toward a water hazard.
The course is a visual and challenging treat.
“We got the holes back to where they
were when it first opened,” said Fought.
“Things had grown up and was making
the course tight.”
So the re-model project included removing 1,500 trees, opening up fairways
and adding bunkers along the way.
“We were losing the better players
because we were taking driver out of
their hands,” said director of golf Jeff
Fought, John’s brother. “But now we’ve
lengthened the course 500 yards and we
hope to get the better players back.”
In fact, Fought hopes the re-model

The par-3 third hole has a new green and dramatic views of some water and other holes.

The 7th hole has new fairway bunkers.
will help Glaze Meadow get such tournaments as the Oregon Open back on the
schedule. The course now plays 7,007
yards from the back tees.
The re-model also added tee boxes.
There are five sets of tees on each hole,
including a new family set of tees built
forward to encourage kids and families
to play together.

Trees behind the first hole have been removed for a panoramic view of nearby lakes.
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