FREE
COPY

JULY
2012 ISSUE

The source for northwest golf news

PRESORT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Port Townsend, WA
Permit 262

Central Washington: Plenty
to like when touring the area
The Central Washington area has plenty to like,
including places like Desert Canyon (right) located
in Orondo, Wash. There is much more to see and
places to play when taking a tour of the area. See
the special section this month inside Inside Golf
Newspaper.
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The challenges of Kayak Point

		

Northwest golf loses
a big junior golf
supporter with the
passing of Joan Teats
Joan Teats, a member of the PNGA
Hall of Fame and considered the “Mother
of Washington Junior Golf,” passed away
peacefully in June of breast cancer, surrounded by her close family. She was 87.
Teats co-founded the Washington
Junior Golf Association (WJGA) in 1977.
She would later become a director in the
PNGA, and a member of the U.S. Girls’ Junior Committee. In 1988, she founded the
Girls’ Junior America’s Cup team matches.
Then, in 1995, she was inducted into the
PNGA Hall of Fame for distinguished
achievement in amateur golf competition
and outstanding contributions in amateur
golf in the Pacific Northwest.
“Joan Teats had a very positive impact on many young lives in the Pacific
Northwest,” said Troy Andrew, executive
director of the PNGA and WSGA.
Said Jerry Fehr, longtime executive
director of the WJGA, “Joan had that
rare determination and courage required to
obtain the help she needed to get WJGA
started – both in the form of volunteers to
help her do the job and financial support
to make it all possible. She saw the need
and made it all happen.”

Still time to sign up for
GolfWorld Pacific Am
The 16th annual GolfWorld Pacific
Amateur is set for Aug. 28-31 at some of
Central Oregon’s best courses.
The tournament, which draws up to
750 players each year, is a three-day
individual event in which players are put
into flights. The top two finishers from
each flight qualify for the championship
round at Sunriver’s Crosswater.
The tournament features a net format
for all players. All players will need a
USGA handicap and will receive over
$200 in entry prizes for signing up.
See www.pacamgolf.com for more
information on the tournament.

Rules Quiz
A player’s ball lies on the course and is believed
to be covered by sand. To the extent it was necessary
to locate and identify their ball in the sand the ball
was inadvertently moved. Now what? See answer
on Page 2.
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Thornton claims
Oregon Open title
with birdie spree
in the final round

Brian Thornton of Meridian Valley Country Club (Kent, Wash.) got hot at the right
time at the Oregon Open Invitational.
Thornton put together a bogey-free,
seven-birdie final round of 65 at Broken Top
Golf Club in Bend to win the championship
by two shots over Corey Prugh of Manito
Golf and Country Club  (Spokane).
Thornton adds the Oregon Open to his
Washington Open and Northwest Open
crowns has already won during his career.
He took home the $7,000 first prize check
with the victory. The purse for the tournament was $70,000.
Chris Van der Velde of Tetherow GC
(Bend) made the cut on the number and fired
a course record 63 in the final round thanks
to nine birdies. Van der Velde passed 61
players to finish tied for eleventh.
Defending Champion Reid Martin took
home low amateur honors at 213, three
under par.
Prugh led the tournament through two
rounds after shooting rounds of 68-69. He
did fire a final-round 69 but couldn’t keep
pace with Thornton finished 12 under par
for the tournament.
Scott Erdmann of Oswego Lake Country
Club was third at 207 while Darren Black of
Rainier Golf and Country Club was fourth
at 208. Jeff Coston of Semiahmoo Resort
finished fifth at 209.
There was a logjam of players tied for
sixth at 213 including David Phay of Whidbey Golf and Country Club, Tim Hval of
Portland Golf Club, Brandon Kearney of
Bend Golf and Country Club, Luke Bennett
of Lake Padden and the amateur Martin.
The next stop on the Pacific Northwest
major championship schedule is the Rosauers Invitational at Spokane’s Indian Canyon
Golf Course. Prugh won last year’s event
by firing a final-round 63. He also won in
2009. Prugh was the Pacific Northwest PGA
Section Player of the Year last year.

With tall Pacific Northwest
trees, rolling fairways, undulating greens and eye-popping
shots, Kayak Point Golf Club is
a golfing and visual treat. The
course, located in Stanwood,
Wash., just north of Seattle,
opened in 1977 and features
a course spread out over 260
acres of tall trees, wetlands
and rolling terrain. For more
on Kayak Point, please see inside this section of Inside Golf
Newspaper.

UW’s Williams wins Washington Am;
Chianello, Simonton win Oregon titles
Chris Williams of Moscow, Idaho was able
to claim the title at the 86th Washington State
Men’s Amateur Championship at Eagles Pride
Golf Course at Joint Base Lewis-McChord.
Beginning the final round with a six-stroke
lead, Williams continued his solid play with
birdies on the 1st, 4th and 6th holes which offset his lone bogey of the round at the difficult
par-4, 465 yard 5th. In true champion form,
Williams closed his title run with a birdie, 4,
at the 621 yard, par-5 18th hole, giving him a
round of 3-under par 68 and a 72-hole total,
13-under par 271.
Williams, a senior next year on the men’s

golf team at the University of Washington, is
the reigning WSGA Men’s Player of the Year
and the 2007 WSGA Junior Boys’ Player of the
Year. Williams is one of the UWs most decorated
players of all-time, earning the first team AllAmerican status in 2011 and 2012.
Oregon State University golfer Nicholas
Chianello of Gresham beat Northwest Christian
College player Tyler Falk of Springfield 4 & 3
to win the Oregon Men’s Amateur crown.
Amy Beth Simonton of Lake Oswego turned
back Kendall Prince, also from Lake Oswego, 8
& 7 to win the Oregon Women’s Amateur title.
Both events were at Waverly Country Club.
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Jeff Coston’s life has always had a hurryscurry kind of life. From playing to teaching
to spending time with his family, sometimes it
just seems as there are not enough hours in
the day for Coston, the director of instruction
at Semiahmoo Resort in Blaine, Wash.
But last month Coston really added to his
frequent flyer account.
In addition to his teaching duties at Semiahmoo Resort and spending time with his
family, he had to head to Benton Harbor,
Mich. twice as well as the Washington State
Open - and in between find time to take care
of his students.
Let’s rewind: Coston qualified for the
Senior PGA Championship a year ago by
finishing among the top club professionals at
the national event. That was a tournament that
was large and in charge on his schedule, in
fact it would be the 15th major championship
he would play.
When he checked the calendar he saw
that the Washington State Open was being
held right around the same time. He knew he
would have to do some juggling.
When things got closer, Coston knew what
he had to do. He left on May 13 for Benton
Harbor, Mich. for some practice rounds for
the Senior PGA Championship. He flew to
Chicago from Bellingham, drove three hours
by himself to the course and met up with a
caddy named Chris Reiway. After two days of
practice, Coston flew back to Bellingham for
four straight days of teaching, trying to make
up the time he missed.
He then headed to the Washington State
Open for four days - playing in the Pro-Am one
day and then the tournament for three days.
He finished tied for second, despite knowing
that he would soon head out to the Midwest
again for one of the Champions Tour’s major
events. “I was able to keep my focus, because the Washington Open is one of my

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Jeff Coston racks up the frequent flyer
miles as he travels the country to play
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favorite tournaments,” said Coston. “I love
the State Open. It’s my home tournament. I
can’t miss it and I always want to play well in
it. I knew it would be tough scheduling but I
just tried to keep my focus.”
On the final day, Coston signed his scorecard and left Glendale Country Club at 4:30
p.m. trying to make a 6:00 p.m. flight to Chicago. Glendale assistant pro Chris Lisk was
the driver and got Coston to the airport, navigating quickly down the I-405 carpool lane.
When they pulled up to the baggage check-in,
Coston saw a familiar face in a woman name
Marta. He asked her to help him get his clubs
to Chicago. He knew if the clubs missed the
flight, he would be in trouble. She gave him a
quick smile, Coston handed her a $20 tip and
the clubs made it with time to spare. “I got
less nervous about the clubs making it when
I saw her smile,” said Coston.
Coston got into Chicago at 12:30 a.m. and
finally got to sleep at 4:30 a.m. He woke up
a few hours later for his first round tee time
and promptly shot 76. “I didn’t feel tired, just
didn’t play like I needed to play,” said Coston.
“But I sure felt it the next day.”
Coston came back with a 71 in the second
round making the cut right on the number. He
had a 77 in the third round and 67 in the final
round to make the cut and earn $4,500.
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Jeff Coston
Great playing considering the travel schedule and going against the best players the
Champions Tour has to offer.
Coston then drove back to Chicago, got
lucky and caught an earlier flight back home
and had time to have dinner with his sons in
Bellevue and then see his wife that night.
He thought he deserved a break the next
day so he spent the day with his grandson
Lleyton Jeffrey, who is 17 months old. “He
will be a golf machine,” said Coston.
And then the next day, it was right back to
the teaching studio and helping people with
their own golf games.

Steve Turcotte is the editor of Inside Golf
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net
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Rules Answer
Answer: Without penalty the player may move or
touch the sand. If the ball is found and identified as
theirs, the player must recreate the lies as nearly as
possible by replacing the sand. If the ball is moved
during the touching or moving of sand while searching
or identifying the ball, there is no penalty; the ball must
be replaced and the lie recreated. In recreating the lie
the player may leave a small part of the ball visible. To
be clear this does include bunkers.
• Inside Golf would like to thank rules official Paul
Lucien for the rules questions.
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Scott Alexander will step down at Gold Mountain;
Robert Black elected as new president of PNGA

Scott Alexander, the longtime director of
golf at Gold Mountain Golf Complex near
Bremerton, Wash., has decided to step down
after 28 years.
Alexander was hired as the head professional 28 years ago at Gold Mountain, which
only had one course at the time. But a second
course, called the Olympic Course, was added
and Gold Mountain has become one of the top
golf complexes in the Pacific Northwest.
And along the way, Alexander has helped
bring in some big-time events to the area.
Gold Mountain has hosted the USGA’s
Junior Championships as well as the USGA
Men’s Public Links. There have also been
NCAA Tournaments and other college events
at the course as well.
When Alexander came on in 1984, he said
Gold Mountain was virtually a secret to the
golfers on the other side of the Puget Sound.
But not any more. Along with the Cascade
and Olympic Courses, there is a fully stocked
pro shop, clubhouse and a restaurant called
Tucker’s.
Alexander will leave the city-owned facility when his contract expires at the end of the
year. He will spend more time working with
his golf cart company, which supplies carts to
events throughout the Pacific Northwest.
Daryl Matheny, the head pro at Gold
Mountain, has worked the past 16 years as
Alexander’s business partner.

Robert Black elected as the new
Pacific NW Golf Assoc. president

The Pacific Northwest Golf Association
(PNGA) elected Robert Black as its new
president at their 113th Annual Meeting.
Traditionally, the PNGA President serves two

consecutive one-year terms.
Black has served on the PNGA Board of
Directors since 2008, and served on its Executive Committee since 2010. Black, a 26-year
member at Meadow Springs Country Club in
Richland, Wash., has been a PNGA Representative since 2004. He retired as a Colonel in
the Marine Corps after serving 30 years.
“My goal is to implement the strategies
the PNGA laid out last year with the strategic
planning sessions that were held,” said Black.
“To find ways to grow the game, to take it to
the golfers and make it more available to them
- these are the initiatives that I want to carry
out. A lot of people have come forward with
good suggestions, and with the help of all of
our volunteers, the PNGA Board, our staff,
we’ll be able to build on the successes we’ve
had in the past. It will take effort, and I feel
fortunate that I now have the time to give to
the PNGA’s future.”
Black is replacing Dr. Jack Lamey of Seattle Golf Club as President. Dr. Lamey served
two years as PNGA President and was instrumental in the creation of the PNGA Cup.

Hale brothers claim 2-man title;
Riverbend Am set for Aug. 11-12

The team of brothers Andy and Tom Hale
shot a two-round total of 135 to win the TwoMan at the Bend, a best-ball tournament at
Riverbend Golf Course in Kent, Wash.
The Hale brothers won the tournament by
three shots over the teams of Britten Barker
and Dan Sargent and Mike Kerns and Bryan
Saxwold. Ryan McClintock and Brian Boyle
tied for fourth with the teams of Ted Calico
and Oakley Murphy and Stan DeNova and
Ron Robydek.

A total of 56 teams took part in the annual
event.
• The Rivebend Amateur is set for Aug. 1112 at Riverbend Golf Course. The tournament
typically features one of the strongest amateur
fields in the Pacific Northwest.
The two-day tournament is individual
stroke play and features a skins game on Aug.
10. For information call Riverbend at 253.8543673.

Whispering Firs will host
charity Tee Off for a Cure

Whispering Firs at Joint Base Lewis McChord will be the host for Tee Off For A Cure
Tournament, set for Aug. 18.
The four-player tournament will have its
proceeds benefit the Northwest Chapter of
Huntington’s Disease Society of America.
Entry fee is $100 per player and includes a
gate pass, golf cart and range balls, tee prizes,
dinner and drinks.
For information call Cindy at 253.678.8608.
Deadline is Aug. 6.

Salish Cliffs becomes the first
‘Salmon Safe’ course in world

Salish Cliffs Golf Club in Shelton, Wash.,
has become the first “Salmon-Safe”-certified
golf course in the world. The certification
came after the course successfully passed an
exhaustive assessment verifying the Squaxin
Island Tribe’s commitment to protecting native
habitat, managing water runoff, reducing pesticides, and advancing environmental practices
throughout the region.
The Salmon-Safe Golf Course Certification
Program is an offshoot of the popular North-

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

west eco-label for agricultural and vineyard
practices, administered in Washington by the
Seattle-based non-profit Stewardship Partners.
The program looks at site-development practices to protect water quality, fish and wildlife
habitat, and overall watershed health based on
a detailed set of peer-reviewed guidelines.
A highly technical and efficient water treatment system that generates Class A reuse water
from Little Creek Casino Resort is typical of
the detail and effort the Squaxin Island Tribe
employed to earn Salmon-Safe certification at
Salish Cliffs.

Snoqualmie Valley Golf Academy
will host pair of junior tournaments

The Snoqualmie Valley Golf Academy
will be hosting a pair of junior tournaments
in August.
Snoqualmie Valley Golf Academy, which  
is an golf academy for juniors, was founded by
Brandon Proudfoot. Tournaments for juniors
are available for 18 and 36 holes.
The 36-hole tournaments are scheduled
from Aug. 4-5 at Tumwater Valley Golf Course
and The Home Course and Aug. 18-19 at Legion Memorial and Walter Hall in Everett.
For more information see the web site
www.svgolfacademy.com

Jefferson County Amateur set
for Discovery Bay Golf Course

The Jefferson County Amateur is set for
Aug, 18-19 at Discovery Bay Golf Course
in Port Townsend. The event is open to all
amateurs. Entry fee is $125 and includes two
rounds of golf, a practice round and continental breakfasts and tee prizes. For info call
360.385.0704.
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Oregon falls in NCAA semis
to eventual champion Texas;
Washington loses in quarters

Oregon's bid to upset top-ranked Texas came up one hole short, as the Longhorns
survived 3-2 in the NCAA Men's Golf national semifinals at Riviera Country Club. In the
other national semifinal, Alabama held off a late rally by California to win 3-2.
Texas went on to beat Alabama for the national championship. It was Texas’ first national
golf championship since 1972.
The seventh-ranked Ducks gave the top-ranked Longhorns all they could handle in an
entertaining match.
"We played incredibly good golf today and even the guys who lost played really well,"
said Oregon head coach Casey Martin. "Texas was just a stroke or two better than us today
and I give them all the credit in the world because I think we made them earn it."
After Texas posted the first two points of the day, the final three matches all came down
to the 18th hole before a large gallery on a sunny day at Riviera.
And once again, it was Oregon's three seniors who nearly pulled out the victory.
Daniel Miernicki went back-and forth between all square and one down with Texas'
Dylan Frittelli, but never took the lead until a brilliant eagle on the 17th hole. Following a
monstrous drive, Miernicki smoked an iron on to the green and then made a 25-foot putt
to go ahead for the first time in his match. The senior from Santee, Calif., then struck a
10-foot birdie on 18 to defeat Frittelli 2-up.
Eugene Wong got off to a hot start and never trailed Jordan Spieth in winning 1-up. He
birdied the first hole to go ahead by one, and then doubled up when Spieth bogeyed No.
2. The senior from North Vancouver, B.C. extended his lead to three holes with a birdie
on six. The 2010 Jack Nicklaus college player of the year saw Spieth get to within one on
the back nine, but then went up by two with a birdie on 16 for a comfortable lead.

University of Washington makes final eight, loses to Texas in quarterfinals

Washington dropped three matches and trailed in two others to fall 5-0 to Texas in the
quarterfinals of match play at the NCAA Men’s Golf Championships. The loss ends the
season for the Huskies who failed to make it out of the first round of match play for the
third time in three attempts.
“I’m disappointed, but I’ve had losses that hurt a lot worse,” was how Husky Coach
Matt Thurmond assessed the day. “That team just played awesome”.
“I thought we played pretty well today. We did what we wanted to do, we didn’t give
them a lot of holes and make many mistakes. They just played amazing. I don’t know even
if we played our best today if we could have beat them.”
Texas entered the NCAA Championships as the top-ranked team and definitely played
like it. Washington led for a total of just two holes in all five matches during the day. Texas
led in every match by the 11th hole and never looked back.
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Tour Players With Northwest ties
THROUGH EVENTS PLAYED JUNE 24, 2012
PGA Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 160th on the list with $188,378
• Ben Crane • Portland • 32nd on the list with $1,508,555
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 38th on the list with $1,329,838
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 56th on the list with $948,294
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • 199th on the list with $81,644
• Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • 165th on the list with $175,153
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 17th on the list with $2,035,353
Nationwide Tour
• Jason Allred • Ashland • 65th on the list with $36,592
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 4th on the list with $201,702
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 118th on the list with $15,751
• Alex Prugh• Spokane • 46th on the list with $50,329
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 103rd on the list with $18,806
Champions Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 9th on the list with $557,554
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 50th on the list with $114,624
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 61st on the list with $84,105
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 30th on the list with $240,150
LPGA Tour
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • 55th on the list with $83,734
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • 97th on the list with $19,477
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • 93rd on the list with $24,918

Did you know….
• In the Casual Golf Days events organized and administered by the WSGA,
100 percent of the
event’s proceeds go
to the host course,
as a way of helping
to bring people, revenue and rounds of
golf to area courses.
Casual Golf Days are another member benefit
of the WSGA.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• Eugene native Casey Martin has had a
busy late spring and early summer. As head
coach of the University of Oregon men’s golf
team, Martin led the Ducks to the NCAA
Championships
at Riveria Country Club in Los
Angeles where
they made the
semifinals of the team match-play format. Two
days after the NCAA Championships, Martin
was at Emerald Valley where he won a spot
in this year’s United States Open at Olympic
Golf Club in San Francisco. He would miss
the cut by one shot.
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A look at Stanwood’s
Kayak Point Golf Club
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Course north of Seattle offers up a visual golf treat

Even as you pull into the parking lot at Kayak
Point Golf Club, located in Stanwood, Wash., just
north of Seattle, you realize that you are in for a
golfing treat.
While driving up to the clubhouse you will
notice the tall trees lining the holes. You can see
the ninth hole that is a dogleg par-5 with a lot of
elevation changes. You can see the ninth green
that slopes from back to front.
Get the idea, this is what you get from Kayak
Point. No shots are the same, no holes are the
same. It’s a course that makes you pull every
club from the bag and a course that makes you
think about each shot.
“Our guests have been coming in all spring
saying that Kayak Point is in better condition than
they have ever seen it,” said General Manager
Steve Stensland.
It might not be the longest course in the Pacific
Northwest, measuring 6,719 from the tips, but
Kayak Point is a course that demands you keep
the ball in the fairway, or you will be re-loading
and then searching for your ball in the tall stands
of alders, Douglas firs and cedars. Although that
search is a bit easier, since the brush on both sides
of the fairways has been cleared out. Instead of
losing a ball, chances are you can find it and hit
it back to the fairway.
One of the things that makes the course stand
out is the elevation changes. You are faced with
it right out of the gate, on the first tee you are
looking at a downhill tee shot. The seventh is a
straight downhill par-4 and the 10th hole offers
up the same look.
Interestingly, Kayak Point almost never be-

came a golf course.
The land was originally intended to be a
refinery, surrounded with houses by Arco. But
the subdivision, which was to sit next to an Arco
oil facility on the shores of the Puget Sound,
never materialized after the voter’s of Snohomish
County voted thumbs down on the idea. The 640
acres were sold back to Snohomish County by
Arco which then turned the property into a park
development, including a golf course.
Ron Fream created the course in 1977 and
it has continually been one of the most popular
courses in the Northwest. Access Golf Management took over the course and has made some
solid changes, including thinning out the tree
lines, allowing golfers to go into the trees and
find there balls and hit it back to the fairway.
And along the way, you run into some interesting shots. The 14th hole features two ways to
play the par-4. There is a fairway to the left and
another to the right. The hole plays 420 yards
from the tips and gives you a couple of options
to try. The 8th hole has a big rock to the right of
the green and the par-5 holes on the back nine
favor those who hit the ball right to left.
Access Golf has created ways to get people
on the golf course, including its Kayak Card. The
membership is $60 and allows a variety of benefits on and off the golf course, said Stensland.
This year the course has introduced a Champions Rate, for those over 50 years old. Champions
get a $10 discount Monday through Friday.
For more information on Kayak Point, check
out www.golfkayak.com.

There are plenty of downhill shots at Kayak Point, including this shot on the 7th hole.

The 14th hole at Kayak Point features two fairways to choose from to play the hole.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Oregon news: Black Butte superintendent wins award

Phil Lagao, head golf course superintendent at Black Butte Ranch in Central
Oregon, has been named “Superintendent of
the Year” for 2012 by the Oregon Chapter
of the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA).
A native of Pendleton, Ore., Lagao joined
Black Butte Ranch in 2007 from Langdon
Farms Golf Club in Aurora, Ore., where
he served as head superintendent for seven
years.
Lagao graduated in 1997 from Oregon
State University with a degree in turf and
landscape management, and was soon hired
as assistant superintendent by Pendleton
Country Club. In 2004, he became a GCSAA-certified superintendent, the highest
level of recognition for a golf superintendent.
“This is a very deserving honor for Phil,”

said Scott Huntsman, president and chief
executive officer of Black Butte Ranch,
a 1,800-acre family resort community located 30 miles northwest of Bend. “With
our exciting renovation of Glaze Meadow
Golf Course and the additional play that Big
Meadow Golf Course received during that
period, Phil and his staff have stepped up to
enhance Black Butte Ranch’s reputation as
a premier golf destination.”

annual reader’s choice survey that had more
than 25,000 voters.
The Best Resort Spa category reflects
on ratings on three criteria: Spa facilities,
spa staff and spa treatments and compared
the responses with those of competitors
worldwide. The 2012 survey is the fourth
consecutive year that the Sage Springs Club
and Spa has been ranked among the top
100.

Sunriver’s Sage Springs Spa
claims national award honor

GolfWorld Pacific Amateur set
for August 28-31 in C. Oregon

Sunriver Resort’s Sage Springs Club and
Spa has been named a 2012 Best Resort Spa
in the prestigious Conde Nast Traveler’s Top
100 Resort Spa poll.
As part of Sunriver Resort, the Sage
Springs Club and Spa ranked 33rd in the

The 16th annual GolfWorld Pacific Amateur is set for Aug. 28-31 at some of Central
Oregon’s best courses.
The tournament, which draws up to 750
players each year, is a three-day individual
event in which players are put into flights.

The top two finishers from each flight qualify for the championship round at Sunriver’s
Crosswater.
The tournament features a net format for
all players. All players will need a USGA
handicap and will receive over $200 in entry
prizes for signing up.
See www.pacamgolf.com for more information on the tournament.

Black Butte’s Glaze Meadow
re-opens with a new look

Black Butte Ranch re-opened its Glaze
Meadow course in June with a new look,
from architect John Fought. The course was
shut down for a year and now is open with
new tees, greens and some new routing for
holes. For information, check out www.
blackbutteranch.com.

Revolutionary SCOR4161 wedge offers versatility and performance

Terry Koehler has 30 years experience, mostly centered on the short game
equipment. He was Director of Marketing
for Ben Hogan Company, founder and
president of Reid Lockhart/Ray Cook,
and has designed almost 100 wedges,
irons and putters. His latest venture
is SCOR Golf, maker of the innovative
line of wedges and short irons called
SCOR4161. These are quite a departure
from what Koehler calls “the most uninspiring category in golf technology.’’
Apparently others are agreeing. Each
year Golf Digest puts out its “best of the
best” list of golf equipment, a year-long
evaluation of almost 300 golf clubs for
the annual “Hot List” issue. SCOR4161

received a silver ranking, unheard of for a
brand that hardly anyone had ever heard
of before.
According to Koehler there were three
areas that they set out to address: distance control, lie versatility and feel.
• Distance control: SOR4161wedges
are available in 21 lofts, from 41 degrees
to 61 degrees (hence SCOR4161),
to ensure the right club to fit all of the
gap needs. Each club is progressively
weighted to ensure the best trajectory
for that particular loft, something that no
other club maker addresses.
• Versatility: The patented V-SOLE is
designed with both a high and low bounce
angle in each club’s sole so that each

SCOR4161 wedge will perform equally
well from all kinds of lies. The V-SOLE
provides more versatility when facing the
wide variety of situations encountered on
the golf course from round to round, and
even hole to hole.
• Feel: Each of SCOR’s four proprietary GENIUS® shafts were designed to
be a bit stiffer near the tip to accommodate the full swing while the upper shaft
allows a little movement necessary for the
touch shots around the green.
All of this has technology has been
complemented with a tour-van-like custom-build process that ensures each club
is made exactly for the golfer who’s going
to play them.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

We don’t give stars to equipment reviews but if we did the SCOR4161 would
get 5-stars. For more on SCOR4161
wedges and short irons, you can visit their
website at: www.scorgolf.com.
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NW results: Coston wins Washington Senior Open

After losing to Rainier G&CC amateur Tom
Brandes in 2011, Jeff Coston of Semiahmoo
G&CC got back to his familiar winning ways
with a convincing five-stroke victory in the 2012
7 Cedars Senior Washington Open at the Cedars
at Dungeness.
Brandes claimed the low amateur crown for
the third straight year with his 14-under par
202.
Coston entered the final round with a onestroke lead over professional Mark Gardner of
The Creek at Qualchan, who had fired a tournament best round of 63 on the second day, but
took charge of the tournament with five straight
birdies on holes 3-7.
His rounds of 65-66-66 enabled him to tie his
own tournament record for 54 holes of 197 set in
2007. Coston has now won the overall title in all
but one of his seven years since turning age 50.

Pacific Northwest junior golfers
advance to national tournament

Frank Garber of Kirkland, Wash. and Caroline Inglis of Eugene, Ore. won the 2012 Pacific
Northwest Junior PGA Championship presented
by Under Armour and Heritage Food Service
Group at Tumwater Valley GC in Tumwater,
Wash. By winning the boys’ and girls’ divisions
respectively, Garber and Inglis qualified for the
37th Junior PGA Championship, Presented by
Under Armour and Heritage Food Service Group,
July 31- Aug. 3, 2012, at Sycamore Hills Golf
Club in Fort Wayne, Ind. Garber, 16, posted a
final-round 65 for a two-day total of 140 and a

1-stroke victory over Christopher Petefish of
Wauna, Wash. Inglis, 18, had a final-round 70
for a two-day total of 146 and a 1-stroke victory
over Megan Haase of Spokane, Wash.

Mount Si golfer captures title
at the Bremerton City Amateur

Michael Crow of Mount Si Golf Club in
Snoqualmie fired a two-round total of 139 to
win the 28th annual Bremerton City Amateur
held at Gold Mountain’s Cascade and Olympic
Courses.
Crow opened with a 66 in the first round and
then followed it up with a 73 to win by five shots
over Ed Jonson of Wing Point Country Club and
by six shots over Carl Jonson of Wing Point, Jeff
Williams and Scott Fenske.
Mike Force finished sixth at 147 while Brandon Moore, Erik Dunkel and Tanner Kovacevich
tied for seventh at 148.

Dan, Ryan Whitaker capture win
at Washington Men’s Best-Ball

On a day when players battled a tough course
layout and brutal winds, Dan and Ryan Whitaker
of Ellensburg seemed unfazed as they cruised
to victory in the 56th Washington State Men’s
Best-Ball Championship at Palouse Ridge Golf
Club. Only eight teams managed to shoot under
par in the final round, as the scoring average was
three strokes higher than the first round.
David Nuhn of Moscow and Drew Reinland
of College Place finished alone in second after
shooting 5-under 67 in the final round for a two-

day total of 9-under 135. Finishing eleven shots
off the lead, and in a tie for third, were Craig
Larson of Tacoma and Chris Bae of Issaquah,
and Christian Wilson and Carson Rasmussen
of Seattle, each finishing at 7-under 137 for the
championship. Defending champion Rob Matson
of Wenatchee, playing with new partner Andrew
Whalen of Ephrata, finished in a tie for fifth after
posting a 5-under 67 in the final round to jump
up the leaderboard.

Rainier Country Club golfers win
Washington Women’s Best-Ball title

Leslie Folsom and Jane Harris, both of Seattle
and members at Rainier Golf and Country Club,
survived the elements and a strong field to capture the 13th Washington State Women’s BestBall Championship at Skagit Golf and Country
Club in Burlington, Wash. The pair has now won
an astonishing 8 out of the 13 championships
since the event started in 2000.
Folsom and Harris started the final round tied
with Denise Kieffer of University Place and LoriAnne Johns of Tacoma, and the two teams traded
punches for most of the day. Folsom’s birdie on
the par-4 4th hole provided the first lead change
in the final round but Kieffer responded with a
birdie on the par-3 5th hole to draw even with
Folsom and Harris at 1-under.

TPC Snoqualmie Ridge teams
win Member Club Team tourney

For the fourth year in a row, men’s and
women’s teams from TPC at Snoqualmie Ridge
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stole the show at the Washington State Men’s and
Women’s Member Club Team Championships,
held this year at White Horse Golf Club.
In the Men’s Championship, Chris Bae of Issaquah, Vince Caluori of North Bend, and Charles
Schmidt and Fred Johnson of Snoqualmie, shot
a 217 in the final for a two-day total of 417 and
a 10-stroke victory over Semiahmoo Golf and
Country Club.
In the Women’s Championship, Molly Grossi
of Sammamish, Diana Chow of Redmond, and
Kim Ponti and Roberta Smith of Issaquah, the
three-time defending champions from TPC at
Snoqualmie Ridge, made a huge charge in the
final round to win their fourth consecutive title.

Tom Brandes wins championship
at PNGA Senior Men’s Amateur

Tom Brandes of Bellevue, Wash. made a final
round charge at Rope Rider to overtake defending
champion Larry Daniels of Seattle, Wash. and
outlast Kent Brown of Colville, Wash. to claim
the 48th Pacific Northwest Senior Men’s Amateur
Championship.
Gay Davis of Portland, Ore. cruised to victory
in the 3rd Pacific Northwest Super Senior Men’s
Amateur Championship, held at Rope Rider and
Tumble Creek Club.
Brandes started the final round three shots back
of Daniels, but started strong and immediately
shifted the momentum in his favor with a birdie
on the par-5 1st hole. The birdie was the first of
five on the day for Brandes, who found himself
alone in first place after a flawless 3-under 33 on
the front nine.
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I have had the great fortune of playing with golf’s
great players over the years while participating in
most every tour under the sun. Obviously this has
influenced my game and coaching.
Perhaps most importantly, I have been coached
by and taught side by side with guys that have
paved the way for my coaching: David Leadbetter,
Brian Mogg, Mike Adams and Mike Bender. These
gentlemen have opened their treasure chest of
knowledge and allowed me to share in their techniques and information. I am forever grateful.
This month Mike Bender, 2009 PGA National
Teacher of the Year and coach to former Master’s Champion Zach Johnson and budding star
Jonathon Byrd is with me at Semiahmoo doing
golf schools for our 15th year. I think he is going
to make a teacher of me yet.
Mike Bender is an amazing golf mind. He is an
inventor. He comes up with practical ways to give
golfers a feel for what they need to do and change
in their swing technique to strike the golf ball more
consistently. He was the influence in my coaching
to implement the swing station. This has revolutionized my striking and that of my students. This
station varies according to the golfers needs but it
gives us the feel and feedback needed to make a
change. Change feels weird but unless something
changes we get the same results we always have
had.
My station (photo 1 down the line view) has two
driver shafts connected together just above and
just to the right of my right shoulder. This keeps
my arms from lifting and gives me some depth in
my backswing. These anti-lift shafts are a key to
the proper plane of my backswing, no lifting of my
arms which allows for a better turn so I can come
from the inside path and not too steep! I see many,
many clients raise their arms and get too high and
thus are very steep coming down. (over the top of

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: When you begin to
forget the basics, head to the station

the proper plane) The shaft in the ground with the
pink swimming noodle sets just outside my shaft
at address. This piece to my station forces me to
shallow the shaft/club on the downswing. Again, a
feel, a monitor and a change for improved technique
on my swing or any swing too steep.
This felt terrible when I first swung out of this
station. To hit balls out of it was difficult at first. I
had to look on a video to make sure all was well
because it felt so foreign. Even ugly. I liked what I
saw and fought through the new feeling. I am glad
I did.
While hitting balls, I said its time to revisit my
swing station or to my students, “the dungeon.”
The great thing about a proper swing station is we
can hit shots and make rehearsal swings! This has
been key for me. I’ve taken my “dungeon” to golf
tournaments for practice after rounds. I should use
it more and after a practice session I will be in “the
dungeon” when I can after coaching.

Jeff Coston is a former PGA Tour Player and a
12-time Pacific Northwest PGA Player of the Year.
He can be reached for appointment at Semiahmoo
by calling 360.201.4590. Check out jeffcoston.com
for more information.
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Oregon’s Resort
at the Mountain
sets plans for 2012

Swing by The Resort at The Mountain and
learn to play or perfect the game of golf with
new packages from the premier Oregon golf,
spa and year-round ski destination. Located
along the western slope of Mt. Hood, less than
an hour from Portland, Ore., The Resort offers a
variety of specialty golf programs and packages
for travelers of all ages and abilities, including:
• The Family That Golfs Together … available
now through October 31st, this package provides
families the perfect opportunity to golf together.
This kid-friendly package is available every
Sunday through Friday, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.,
and includes nine-holes of golf with cart for the
whole family on one of The Resort’s specially
designed courses with modified yardages.
• Parents Play, Kids Learn Golf – For a great
family golf experience, The Resort has created
a package allowing parents to enjoy their own
nine-hole round with cart while kids receive a
30-minute golf lesson with one of The Courses’
golf professionals.
• Ladies Golf Getaway – Who said golf getaways were just for guys? This package includes
a $50 dining credit good for Altitude, mallards
café & pub or room service, a guided 30-minute
pre-golf head-to-toe warm-up at the Fitness Center, a 40-minute putting lesson with the TOMI™
PRO putting analysis system, and 18-hole round
of golf with cart.
Ideal for a day trip, weekend escape or extended vacation, The Resort offers many onsite
activities for all travelers, including golf at its
historic 27-hole club, The Courses, wellnessfocused treatments at The Spa, and outdoor
recreation including hiking, bike rentals, lawn
games, year-round heated and seasonally covered
outdoor swimming and more.
For more information about The Resort at The
Mountain, including package details, upcoming
events or reservations, visit http://www.TheResort.com.
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As the 10-year anniversary of Luke Johnson’s
death quickly approaches, July 29th, it is important for all of us Northwest golfers to remember
this absolute treasure of a person. When Luke
was 12 years old, I started working with him
on bettering his golf game. He was a big kid,
with soft hands, extraordinary power, and most
importantly…..a huge heart.
He blossomed quickly and back in those
days, 1996-2002, the South Sound junior
scene was littered with promising junior golfers,
and they pushed him to become the complete
golfer he so desperately wanted to be. I know,
firsthand, how deep that talent pool because I
taught the mass majority of the boys and girls
who dominated the junior golf events during this
timeframe. Kids like Kyle and Ashley Forbes,
Eric Ahn, Sean Packer, Chris and Shawn Tonkin,
Ryan and Jason Moore, Aaron Sumii, Erik Olson,
Ian Clark, Eric Hinrichs, Dane Bagnell, Brendan

Brett
Wilkinson

Remembering a memorable Northwest junior player

and Emily von Doehren, Jill and Lauren Phillips,
Katie Street, and Cailin Magruder all pushed
Luke to become the stick who was always cool,
calm, and respectful to everyone.
This was a kid who could hit the 325 yard
drives; listened, learned, and ultimately created
the best imagination, of any student I have ever
worked with, when thinking over the break on

the greens, and then committing to his read;
and he bought into having the conviction to get
it 3 under par, not panic, and immediately think
about getting to 4 under, then 5, and so on! His
mark on Washington state junior golf history was
cemented when he posted a 61 at the WJGA
Championship, a few days before his passing.
When Luke was seriously injured in the car
accident that would take his life a few hours
later, Katie Street, called me as I was driving
home from work. She was tight with Luke, as
were most south sound golfers in the 12-20 age
bracket, and she told me a vigil was being held,
that evening, at Federal Way’s Celebration Park.
I turned my car around and headed that direction.
Several hours late, Luke passed.
As I spoke at his sold-out funeral ceremony,
I was amazed at the impact he had on the golfing community! Actually, I knew it all along, for
years, as I was able to witness his willingness

to become friends with anyone, young and old,
at countless high school and tournaments. At
the facility I operate, GolfTEC Bellevue, right
next to the front desk, are pictures of four kids:
My 3 daughters, Gabby, Lizzy, and Alivia; and
Luke Johnson. The kid’s passing really made
me re-think how I live my life to the fullest, to be
there for my family, friends, staff members and
students; and to be willing to take on any new
friendship. Sure, like you, I’m not perfect. I’ve
had my stumbles, and I’m not afraid to admit any
of them. I love the fact that when I open the
Bellevue Improvement center, each morning, I
get to look at his face and thank him for making
me a better person. And, he made every other
junior who has come along since his passing, to
become a better person, too.

mon response is they need to “get under
it,” to make it go up in the air. This common
misconception is responsible for a majority
of bad shots. In an attempt to “get under”
the ball golfers will hit behind the ball trying
to scoop it up, causing them to leave their
weight on their back foot at impact instead
of following through to a balanced finish.
The truth and reality is that only the loft of
the club is needed to get the ball airborne.
If you swing through to a balanced finish,
making contact with the grass as you swing
through, the loft of the club will get the ball
in the air. The hard part is the legends of
golf have helpful playing partners telling you
to get under the ball and keep your head
down every time you miss hit the ball. The

best solution I’ve found it to change the
objective. Take your practice swing with
the objective of hitting the grass as you
follow through to a balanced finish. When
you step up to address the ball, keep the
same objective, and add one other task,
and that’s to keep your eye on the back of
the ball as you swing. Never make hitting
the ball your objective-or you will slide back
into old habits as your brain short circuits
your swing in an attempt to help the ball
into the air.

Brett Wilkinson is a PGA Director of Instruction at GolfTEC in Bellevue.

Dear Kathy:
I’ve been playing golf for five years, I’ve
taken many lessons, and everyone keeps
telling me the same thing. I make a great
practice swing, but when I step up to hit the
ball, it’s plain ugly!!! I top the ball, or I hit
behind the ball, and my real swing bears NO
resemblance to my practice swing-or so I’m
continually told. On a good day I’ll break
100, but I typically shoot about 110. I know
I have the capability of playing well, and I
do practice every week, but how do I turn
my practice swing into my real swing?
				
Georgia
Dear Georgia:
Your problem is very common, and has

Kathy
DeNeui

Women’s golf: How to make a practice swing work

challenged all instructors for decades. How
do we help you turn your awesome swing
into great ball striking? When I ask my
students what they need to do to make
good contact with the ball, the most com-
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Kathy DeNeui an LPGA teaching professional at Battle Creek Golf Course. She can
be reached for questions or comments at
425.330-0620.
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One of the hallmarks of human nature is
that we are always looking for an opportunity
to get a leg up on our competition, whether
it be in the business world or in sports. It’s
no different in golf. And it’s Rule 14 (Striking
the Ball) that addresses all of the gadgets,
devices and shortcuts that players, manufacturers and armchair inventors have tried to
introduce in an effort to make this game either
easier or to give somebody an advantage.
	Rule 14 has six sub-Rules that make sure
that the game is played fairly, that nobody gets
an unfair advantage over another by using an
unusual device, and that the player makes the
stroke by himself with no help from anybody
else.
	Rule 14-1 (Ball To Be Fairly Struck At) is
a short, direct Rule. It merely states: “The
ball must be fairly struck at with the head of
the club and must not be pushed, scraped or
spooned.” What this means is that you have
to make a stroke at the ball, which is defined
as the “forward movement of the club with
the intent of striking at and moving the ball.”
Pushing, scraping or spooning a ball often
happens when a player’s ball is directly against
an object, such as a tree, and he places the
club directly behind the ball and then scoops
it or pushes it out from the tree. You always
have to make a backswing in order to make a
legitimate stroke at the ball. That backswing
might be short – even a few inches – but you
still have to make a backswing.
	Rule 14-2 (Assistance) tells us two things:
1) a player can’t accept physical assistance
or protection from the elements while making
a stroke, and 2) a player can’t position his
caddie, partner or partner’s caddie directly
behind him on an extension of his line of play
while he’s making a stroke. So, for example,

Mike
Peluso

Rules of the Game: Lots of things to
keep in mind when it comes to Rule 14

you can’t have someone hold an umbrella over
your head while you’re making your stroke.
(You can hold it yourself, though.) You might
notice how a caddie will stand right behind a
player while he’s lining up his putt, but then
will step aside before he actually makes his
stroke. If the caddie were to stay directly
behind the player while he made his putt, the
player would get a two-stroke penalty.
	Rule 14-3 (Artificial Devices, Unusual
Equipment and Unusual Use of Equipment) is
a very interesting Rule. The USGA receives
some of the weirdest things that are submitted in hopes that they might be legal devices
to help a player in his game. The Rule states
that you can’t use anything to help you make
your stroke, to gauge distance or other physical conditions, or that might help you grip the
club, except for plain gloves, resin or drying
agents. The list of illegal artificial devices or
unusual use of equipment goes on forever,
but here are some examples: a compass, an
atomizer to gauge wind direction, a half-filled
Coke bottle set on the green to gauge slope,
a grip molded for the correct grip, gloves
with ribbing to secure your grip, leaning on a
club to steady yourself while putting, practice

swinging with a “doughnut” on your club, and
listening to soothing music to calm you down.
(Note that these things are illegal during your
actual round of golf, but not for practice prior
to your round.)
	Rule 14-4 (Striking Ball More Than Once)
merely states that if you “double-hit” your
ball – or triple- or quadruple-hit it – during a
single stroke, you must add an extra penalty
stroke. This often happens in fluffy rough.
Many of you senior citizens like myself may
remember the unfortunate incident with T.C.
Chen in the 1985 U.S. Open when he played
a stroke out of deep greenside rough. The ball
popped straight up and he hit it again with his
follow-though. He was in the lead, but it so
unnerved him that he took and 8 on the hole
and finished second.
	Rule 14-5 (Playing Moving Ball). It merely
says that a player must not make a stroke at
his ball while it is moving. The most common
example of this would be if a player missed a
short putt and then stroked it into the hole before it stopped moving. This is a fairly uncommonly-violated Rule. Typically, if a player hits
his moving ball it’s out of instinctive anger or
frustration, or it’s accidental. There are other
Rules that cover those situations. Rule 14-5
covers a situation where the player actually
makes a stroke at the ball while it is moving.
(Look again at the 3rd paragraph above to see
what it means to make a stroke.)
And finally, Rule 14-6 (Ball Moving in Water) states that the one time you can make
a stroke at a moving ball is when it’s being
carried by the current in a water hazard. However, the player must do so immediately; he
is not allowed to wait until the wind or current
moves the ball to a more favorable position in
the water hazard.
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Gregg Rogers Performance Golf
Center opens up at Willows Run

At age 13, Gregg Rogers found himself a job
in the golf business, working on the maintenance
crew at a nearby golf course to his home.
Now, 36 years later he still finds himself in
the golf business, this time being a golf instructor
and one of the top club fitters. And he keeps on
growing his business as well.
Rogers, who has had a teaching facility in
Seattle since 2007, has opened up a new Gregg
Rogers Golf Performance Center at Willows
Run Golf Course in Redmond. The new facility includes two teaching bays at the end of the
Willows Run driving range and includes a Taylor
Made Performance Lab.
Rogers got his start in the Puget Sound area
in 1996 when he took a job at Overlake Country Club becoming the director of instruction.
In 2007, he decided to open his own teaching
facility in the Bellevue area. The 3,300 square
foot facility has four teaching bays, three launch
monitors and two flight scopes.
A staff that includes professionals Joe Sievers, Chace Fraser, Davie Hendrix, Erich Bribbel,
Ryan Brown and Mike Richmond help run the
Bellevue and new Willows Run facilities. In addition, the facility is also a Golf Digest top clubfitter
outfit with club fitters like Rogers, Richmond and
Chris Mullane on the scene to help get the perfect
clubs in golfer’s hands.
Rogers did try to give the professional route a
try years ago, but in his words “failed miserably.”
But along the way he found out that he could
actually tell people how to swing and improve
their games.
“Most guys asked for help and I was able to
help,” said Rogers. “I just kind of kept that going
and its turned into a good business.”
For more information, see the web site www.
grgolfperformance.com.

Gregg Rogers
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Master club fitter Chris Mullane fits Kendall Main at the new Willows Run Golf Center.
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