FREE
COPY

MAY
2011 Issue

The source for northwest golf news

PRESORT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Port Townsend, WA
Permit 262

Kitsap Amateur Memorial
tees it up for the first time
The inaugural Kitsap Amateur Memorial
will be held May 27-29 at Gold Mountain’s
Olympic Course (right), McCormick Woods
and Trophy Lake. Entry fee is $498 per team
with six divisions. There will be prizes galore.
See inside for more information.

WHAT’S NEW
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Deer Park Golf Course
sold to city of Deer Park
After four minutes of spirited bidding,
the city of Deer Park purchased the Deer
Park Golf Course from Warren Development. The city’s winning bid was $850,000
in an auction conducted by Williams and
Williams. In addition to the selling price,
the city also purchased $210,000 in real
property, which includes various buildings
and 65 golf carts.
    Mayor Robert Whisman, who did the
bidding for the city, was surprised when
told he had the winning bid.
    “For that price, it is a real asset for
the city,” said the mayor, who had set
$850,000 as the bid limit.
The city said they will look at bringing in
a management company to take over.

Southern Oregon
Coast is loaded
with award winners
The Southern Oregon Coast is famous
for its stunning coastline, but it is also
known for having an outstanding collection of high quality golf courses. From the
award-winning Bandon Dunes Resort to
Bandon Crossing to Sandpines in Florence
to Salmon Run in Brookings, there are some
of the best courses to be found anywhere
in the Northwest. Inside Golf takes a look
at golf on the Southern Oregon Coast in
this month’s special section.

Meadow Park: Plenty of variety

Pacific Amateur taking
sign-ups for August event
The GolfWorld Pacific Amateur
is now taking sign-ups for its annual
tournament, which will take place
Aug. 29-Sept. 1 at some of the best
courses in Central Oregon.
The tournament is offering an early
entry fee discount through June 1. If
you register for the GolfWorld Pacific
Amateur by June 1 you can save $50
off your entry fee. The tournament will
be held over three rounds with the top
players meeting for the championship
on the fourth day. Over 700 golfers
are expected to play.
See www.pacamgolf.com for
more information.

Looking to improve?
Inside Golf helps out
Inside Golf Newspaper, the leading golf publication of the Northwest,
will help you find the right golf instructor this month with a special section
on golf instructors and lessons. We
have created a list that can help you
find what will work for you, See the
special section for more.

Rules Quiz
A player’s stroke from the tee goes into a
fairway bunker. The player and fellow-competitors search and find a ball buried in the sand
before the five-minute search expires. The
player places the ball on top of the sand where
the ball was found. Player A plays the ball from
the bunker onto the putting green where A
discovers that the ball played from the bunker
was not the ball he played from the tee. What
is the ruling? Answer on Page 4.
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Meadow Park Golf Course in
Tacoma is a full service facility with
an 18-hole championship course,
a 9-hole executive course, a large
practice area and now - a newly
opened restaurant. Meadow Park
has long been one of the most
popular places for golfers in the
south Puget Sound area, and now
with the newly opened restaurant,
there’s one more reason to check
the place out. For more, see inside
this section of Inside Golf.
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Cascadia project
gets new buyer,
but questions still
linger about golf
The huge failed Cascadia master-planned
development project between Orting and
Bonney Lake is in new hands.
Seattle’s HomeStreet Bank, which
foreclosed on the 4,218-acre development
tract in September, announced the sale to
San Diego developer Newland Real Estate
Group. Newland is one of the nation’s
largest planned community developers.
The company is developing 40 large-scale
planned communities in 14 states.
Real estate tax records show the tract sold
to Newland for $49.1 million. HomeStreet
had been the lender to former Cascadia
owner Patrick Kuo.
The development, planned for 6,000
homes, an employment center and various
civic and commercial uses, is the largest
master-planned communities in Western
Washington.
The development had original plans for
two golf courses as part of the project. One
course, designed by Northwest architect
John Harbottle, has been started. However,
the 500 acres the golf course was to be on
was not part of the sale. Instead, the golf
course land is still owned by Kuo and Sumotomo Forestry.
Jim Nyberg who will work with Newland
on the Cascadia development, didn’t know
when and if the golf course will open.
“The development is one parcel of the
development, the golf is on another parcel,”
said Nyberg. “We aren’t sure what they are
going to be doing with the golf. Hopefully
they will get it done and open.”
Newland has been talking with regional
builders for several months about beginning
new home construction in the development.
Wood said he expects new home construction could begin by early fall.
Work on the master-planned community,
20 years in the making, stalled when the
mortgage loan crisis collapsed the new home
market two years ago. Kuo acquired the land
from Weyerhaeuser Co. in 1991.

Tacoma’s Highlands will
host Washington State
Par-3 Championship
Highlands Golf Course in Tacoma has
been awarded the Washington State Par 3
Championship Tournament to be played on
the weekend of June 25-26.
The field will be limited to 72 players
who will play 18 holes on Saturday (June
25) to advance to the “Sweet Sixteen” on
Sunday for 18 more and a chance to claim
the title. Applications are available now
on the internet at the Highlands website,
highlandsgolf.net. The deadline for entries is
June 20. For additional information, contact
Highlands at 253.759.3622.
©All Rights Reserved
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For the Pacific Northwest ladies who
play on the LPGA Tour, the 2011 schedule
has too many gaps. And not enough tournaments in the United States.
For those who play golf for a living like
Paige Mackenzie of Yakima, Wendy Ward
of Edwall (just outside of Spokane), Jimin
Kang (who attended King’s High School in
Spokane) it’s been tough to carve out a
living on the LPGA Tour.
More events are needed. More tournaments in the United States are a must.
There was a time in its heyday that the
LPGA seemingly had a tournament virtually every weekend, and most were in the
United States,.
But now, tournaments are world-wide
- which is a good thing considering the
LPGA has such a terrific mix of players from
around the world.
In recent years, sponsorships have dried
up, tournaments have either pulled back or
gone away and now the LPGA is left with
a tournament schedule for 2011 which includes just 13 events in the United States
and another handful that take place over the
season in Asia and Europe.
In the Pacific Northwest, only the Portland area has an LPGA event with the
Safeway Classic Presented by Coca-Cola,
which will take place Aug, 19-21 at Pumpkin
Ridge.
The Seattle area used to have an LPGA
stop with the Safeco Classic, a tournament
which ran from 1982 to 1999 before sponsorship funds went dry. The event, which
was held at Meridian Valley Country Club in
Kent, had been voted one of the top LPGA
stops by the players for years but nothing
has been done to try and get the tournament
back.
In fact, the LPGA has become such a

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

2011 LPGA schedule looks a little
scarce, but tour hopes to add more
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global tournament that the Safeway Classic
is sandwiched between a pair of events outside the United States with a tournament in
Hong Kong and then another in Canada.
Mike Whan, the LPGA Commissioner
who took over a year and a half ago, has
some good vision and good future plans but
those will take time. He would like to add
more events in the United States, but that
takes money and money takes sponsors.
And those take time.
The LPGA is a great tour. The ladies
are terrific to watch with their slow games
and terrific personalities and the players
are always friendly, quick with a smile and
even quicker with an autograph. There are
plenty of big names like Michelle Wie, Paula
Creamer and Morgan Pressel to draw the
fans.
Now, they just need some more tournaments. Did I hear someone say the Seattle
area? Hey, why not. The Safeco Classic
worked for years, and it can work again. Seattle has proven it is a solid golf community
and will support any kind of golf event.
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Rules Answer
Answer: The player A substituted a ball for his
original ball and made a stroke. Since Player A did
not know the location of the original ball, he was
required to proceed under Rule 27-1. Player A played
from a wrong place, a serious breach which must be
corrected prior to play from the next tee. Player A
incurs a one-stroke penalty under Rule 27-1 and an
additional two-stroke penalty.
• Editor’s note: Thanks to Paul Lucien for his
rules insights.
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Bend golf courses team up for Best of Bend event;
UW’s Chris Williams named to Palmer Cup team

Tetherow Golf Club, Pronghorn, and
Brasada Ranch, the three participants of the
Best of Bend Stay and Play package, have
partnered again to offer a three-day Best
Ball amateur golf event June 17-19, 2011
in Bend, Oregon.   
Entry for the first annual, two-man event
is $550 per person and includes a round of
golf at each of the three courses, cocktail
reception, lunch, awards ceremony,
welcome gift and prize fund.
There will be gross and net scoring for
both the open and senior divisions.  Net and
gross prizes will be awarded to 30% of the
field. Space is limited to 60 teams. For more
information and to print an entry form visit
www.bestofbendbestball.com.

UW’s Chris Williams named
to Palmer Cup college golf team

Washington sophomore Chris Williams
(Moscow, Idaho) was one of eight American
collegiate golfers selected to represent Team
USA in the Palmer Cup it was announced
last month by the Golf Coaches Association
of America. The annual Ryder Cup-style
competition that pits eight collegians from
the USA and Europe will be played June
9-11 at The Stanwich Club outside of Greenwich, Conn.
The Husky golf program has previous experience in the Palmer Cup with UW Coach
Matt Thurmond leading the USA squad in
2009 and Brock Mackenzie playing for the
USA in 2002.
Williams is having an outstanding 201011 season at Washington, a year after winning the 2010 Phil Mickelson Award handed
out annually to the nation’s top collegiate

freshman.
Williams joins a USA squad that includes
Blayne Barber of Auburn, UCLA’s Patrick
Cantlay, Abilene Christian’s Alex Carpenter,
Russell Henley of Georgia, Oregon’s Daniel
Miernicki, Bank Vongvanij of Florida and
Stanford’s Andrew Yun. Representing Europe will be Arkansas’ Sebastian Cappelen,
Ignacio Elvira of Texas A&M, Texas Tech’s
Nils Floren, Jeff Karlsson of Kennesaw
State, Liberty’s Robert Karlsson, Nick
MacAndrew of Aberdeen, Augusta State’s
Henrik Norland¬er and UCLA’s Pontus
Widegren.

Oregon women seventh, UW
eighth in Pac-10 Championships

The Husky women’s golf team ended up
eighth and junior Sedena Parks was the top
UW individual ending up tied for 19th at
the Pac-10 Championships which concluded
last month at Arizona State’s Karsten Golf
Course.
USC won the team title after shooting
even-par golf for the 54-hole conference
championship to win by five strokes over
Arizona. Oregon finished seventh in the
tournament while Washington was eighth,
Oregon State was ninth and Washington
State finished 10th.

Paul Ramsdell selected as new
head of Northwest Turfgrass

Gig Harbor’s Paul Ramsdell, a former
News Tribune sports desk chief and golf
editor, was recently hired as the executive
director of the Northwest Turfgrass Association. At the NTA’s meeting, the hiring of

Ramsdell, 53, was approved.
According to its Web site, the NTA has
distributed more than $900,000 in research
grants in nearly a decade and a half.
Besides working at the News Tribune,
Ramsdell has been the executive director
of the Western Washington Golf Course
Superintendents Association (WWGCSA),
and has served in various capacities for the
Pacific Northwest Golf Association.

Idaho’s Huntsman Springs named
among top new modern courses

Huntsman Springs in Driggs, Idaho has
recently been honored with another award/accolade from a national publication. GolfWeek
Magazine in the March 11, 2011 issue named
Huntsman Springs their #30 rated golf course
on their “2011 Top 100 Best Modern Courses”
list. The “modern” designation encompasses
all courses that were built and opened after
1960. For Huntsman Springs, after our inaugural year, to be the 30th rated course of all
courses built in the United States in the last
50 years is an incredible achievement.

Boeing Classic tickets available
for event at Snoqualmie Ridge

Tickets to the 2011 Boeing Classic at TPC
Snoqualmie Ridge are on sale. A grounds
pass ranges from $20-$100. Canyon Club
Party passes can be purchased in addition
to a grounds pass for only $15.
The Canyon Club is a skybox located
on No. 14 hole at the base of the infamous
Bear’s Canyon. This is a great spot to watch
the pros, receive a free beer or wine coupon
and access to upgraded food and beverage
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options. A sun deck on the back of the
Canyon Club looks over No. 18 tee box
and allows spectators to watch their favorite
pros twice.  See www.boeingclassic.com for
more.

Cascade Golfer Cup sets its
lineup for 2011 tournaments

After a successful debut in 2010 the
Cascade Golfer Cup returns to the Puget
Sound region with three new courses and
a seventh event! Over $100,000 in prizes
are up for grabs including rounds of golf at
some of the West Coast’s premier venues,
travel packages; gift certificates and more.
The 2011 Line-up is: May 21st - Washington National; June 11th - McCormick
Woods; July 23rd - Rope Rider at Suncadia
Resort; August 13th - White Horse; September 10th - Gold Mountain - Olympic
Course; October 1st - Druids Glen
Each tournament in the series will be
limited to 64 two-person teams  See www.
cascadegolfer.com for more information.

Chris Johnson is the new head
golf professional at Twin Lakes

Chris Johnson has been named as the new
head golf professional at Twin Lakes Golf
and Country Club in Federal Way.
Johnson returns to his hometown by
taking the job. He graduated from nearby
Decatur High School and played his junior
golf at Twin Lakes while growing up.
Johnson graduated from the San Diego
Golf Academy and served as head professional at both Fairwood Golf and Country
Club and Tacoma Firs Golf Center.
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Kitsap Peninsula courses
get together to play host to
Kitsap Amateur Memorial

The inaugural Kitsap Amateur Memorial
will be held May 27-29 at Gold Mountain’s
Olympic Course, McCormick Woods and
Trophy Lake. Entry fee is $498 per team
with six divisions.
The event will take place over three of
the top courses on the Kitsap Peninsula and
registration can take place at the course or  
online. See www.kitsappeninsulagolf for
more information or to sign up.
Prizes for the event include tickets from
Alaska Airlines or Horizon Airlines and lodging at Sheraton Hacienda del Mar plus golf
at the Palmilla Golf Club in Los Cabos.
Call any of the three courses for more
information as well on how to sign up for
the inaugural event.

WSGA offers a way to get
an introductory handicap

In its continuing efforts to grow the game
in our region, the Washington State Golf
Association is offering for the second consecutive year an introductory handicap.
“This is for those golfers who have not
carried a GHIN handicap over the past two
years,” said John Saegner, the Senior Director of Membership Services at the WSGA.
“Golf facilities are asking us to help them
attract more golfers, and this is a good way
to do it.” Designed for those who have either
never had a GHIN handicap, or who at one
time had one but do so no longer, the introductory offer is a simple way to get more
people playing more golf.  
The introductory rate is $34.95. Golfers

can sign up online at www.thewsga.org, or
call 800-643-6410 for more information.

University of Washington golfer
named Pac-10 Golfer of the Week

Chris Williams, a sophomore from Moscow, Idaho, was named the Pac-10 Men’s
Golfer of the Month for March. The award
was announced by the Pac-10. Williams
tallied a win and second-place finish during
the month for the Husky men’s golf team.
At the Oregon Duck Invitational, Williams birdied the final two holes to break a
deadlock at the top of the leaderboard and
win the tournament by two strokes over a
pair of golfers. The win was the third of
his UW career. The Huskies finished third,
trailing only top-ranked Oklahoma State and
host Oregon on the leaderboard.
In the Bandon Dunes Championship,
Williams was second among individuals and
helped lead the Huskies to their first team
win of the season. Williams was even-par
216 for the tournament finishing only behind
teammate Charlie Hughes, who won by six
strokes.
Williams is the first Husky to earn the
award since Darren Wallace was honored
in April 2009 by the conference.
• Darren Wallace, who graduated from
UW in 2010, and Joel Panzeri, a two-year
UW letter winner, have earned their Canadian Tour cards after finishing fifth and
second, respectively, at the Tour’s Florida
Qualifying School. Each claimed one of six
fully exempt spots for the 2011 season.
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Tour players with Northwest ties
PGA Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 84th on list with $371,081
• Ben Crane • Portland • 54th on list with $636,490
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 46th on list with $699,889
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 222nd on the list with $15,805
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 40th on list with $787,673
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 123rd on list with $189,116
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 155th on list with $135,532
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 96th on list with $315,071
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 236th on the list with $8,855
Nationwide Tour
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • 92nd on the list with $3,720
• Richard Lee • Bellevue • No events
• Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • No cuts made
Champions Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 38th on list with $98,267
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 79th on list with $25,948
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 85th on list with $20,922
LPGA Tour
• Louise Friberg • Univ. of Washington • No cuts made
• Allison Hanna-Williams • Portland • No cuts made
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • 34th on list with $49,288
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • 49th on the list with $37,280
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • 56th on list with $32,075

Did you know….
• There are 72 golf associations that utilize the
USGA GHIN services
throughout the country and the world. Of
these associations,
the WSGA is the
9th largest, providing
services to golfers
at public and private
golf facilities throughout Washington and
Northern Idaho.
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• The first known reference to Handicapping
came from a student at the University of Edinburgh
in Scotland in 1687. The British Ladies Golf
Union initiated
Course Rating
procedures to
evaluate yardage and other
measures of difficulty in 1893.
The USGA created its Handicap System in 1911,
and course rating procedures in 1925. Slope
was first adopted in 1983

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Tacoma course is a great facility to play and
practice - and now has a new restaurant

Meadow Park Golf Course in Tacoma is one
of those places that just seems to have it all
when it comes to golf.
An 18-hole championship course? Check.
A nine-hole Executive practice course? Check.
Covered practice area with large putting and
chipping greens? Bingo. New restaurant now
open for business? Yes. Fully stocked pro
shop? Yep. You get the idea. In fact, the folks
who run the golf course consider Meadow
Park Tacoma’s finest 27-hole golf, practice and
social destination.
“A newly reopened restaurant now completes the total golf and family experience
package at Meadow Park” said head professional Dan Harrington. “Our new food and
beverage operator, Lancer Catering, provides
outstanding service and offers creative and fun
food choices.”
Meadow Park has been around since 1915,
making it one of the oldest courses in the Puget
Sound area. And through the years, the course
has undergone some major changes. Although
the 18-hole championship course tips out at
just under 6,200 yards there are plenty of solid
holes, including the signature par-3 thirteenth
and risk/reward par-5 sixteenth. The executive
Williams Nine course plays to 1,275 yards but
is an outstanding beginners and practice loop.
What makes Meadow Park unique is its wide
variety of activities and programs offered to
golfers. Whether it is monthly junior instruction and golf opportunities, senior and military
greens fee specials, women’s instruction and

Meadow Park At a Glance

Here are some facts and figures about
Meadow Park Golf Course.
• Location: Tacoma, Wash.
• Phone: 253.473.3033.		
• Facilities: 18-hole championship
course (6,145 yards); 9-hole Williams Nine
(short nine); practice facility with covered
range.
• Restaurant: New restaurant opening this month.
• Rates: $31 on weekdays and $36
weekends for 18. Special rates for juniors
and seniors.

Wednesday league offerings, or everyday family oriented outings, Meadow Park delivers. The
course also hosts a Wine and Nine Friday night
couples social once a month from June through
September.
And the course also takes care of local
high schools - as four local high schools call
Meadow Park their home course. Even for the
newest junior golfers the course has several
programs. There is a Little Linkers program
for kids ages 4-6 and weekly group clinics for
kids ages 7-17.  Professional instructors such as
Molly Miller and Charles Waggoner take care
of many of the programs at Meadow Park.
“If you haven’t come by to see us lately, give
it a try” adds Harrington. “We have the golf,
practice, and social schedule that everyone can
enjoy.”

Photo by Rob Perry

Meadow Park in Tacoma offers two golf courses, big practice area and new restaurant.
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Banks Lake: Eastern Washington course survives
despite rough financial times, looks ahead to 2011

By Brad Faller, PGA
Special to Inside Golf Newspaper
The first time Bob Burquist saw Banks
Lake Golf Club in Electric City, Washington,
he was taken in.  “I was hooked!  It really is
a beautiful place.”  
Unfortunately, not enough other golfers
passing through the central Washington
town felt that way.  As Bob would be the
first to admit, most golfers would not even
know it existed.  “Most people would ask
in surprise, ‘There’s a golf course in Banks
Lake?’”  When Bob was asked to come to
Banks Lake two years ago and try to save the
financially troubled 18-hole golf course, he
was all in for the good of the game.  “I’m a
hack golfer!  I was brought in for my business
experience, but I love to play.”  But would
it help?
For 50 years area golfers in the communities surrounding Banks Lake tried to build a
golf course.  On the fifth try it worked.  In
1984 nearly 100 “forward thinking” founders
put up $2,600 each to get the construction
started, volunteering their own time and energy to build the Keith Hellstrom-designed,
nine-hole layout.   In 2000, thanks to the
efforts of Glen Anderson and Dan Thomas,
they had a second nine.   Ten nondescript
years later the golf course was feeling the
ever-present crunch of a struggling golf
economy.  In early 2010, the Port District
7 that leases the golf course sent a letter to
the Banks Lake Board of Directors, ordering
them to pay their remaining debts or vacate
the property.  Crescent Bar Golf Course in
nearby Quincy, Washington experienced a
similar battle in 2010 before being saved by
local golfers this past January.   However,

would Banks Lake be so lucky?  The future
was not too bright for Banks Lake Golf Club
and its 100 or so shareholders.
Bob Burquist describes the turn of events
quite simply.  “It wasn’t the friendliest place
to play golf,” he recalls.  “This is a good ole’
boys type of golf course with good people, but
instead they were being alienated.  When you
raise green fees on top of that, you aren’t going to succeed.”  New life was brought to the
table when Bob and several others stepped in
to see what they could do to turn it around.  
With the new Board of Directors being
mostly business oriented—which includes
Phil Horn, current Vice President of Sales for
the NBA’s Sacramento Kings—changes are
being made for the betterment of the club’s
facility, including its finances.  Positions that
were no longer needed have been eliminated,
additional shares have been sold to increase
capital, and some creative financing with its
vendors has not hurt.  “We needed to make
better relationships with our vendors to make
this work,” says Bob.  Future ideas for the
facility include potential housing and an RV
park on site.     
This 2011 season will prove to be a big
year for Banks Lake Golf Club.  With event
outings and tourism a primary focus on tap
for the year, Bob is hoping the word will
get out quickly about the positive change
in direction.  “The goal is more ‘bang for
the buck’, now we just need to get the word
out.  The folks that come play our course
really like it.  We rely on those golfers to
tell others.”  Golf facilities are looking for
alternative and creative ways to save and
spend money.   “We’ve already reached
out to Electric City and area communities,

Banks Lake Golf in Electric City, Wash. is surviving the tough financial times.
building packages with hotels, doing more
advertising, just creating a better relationship
between club and city.”
With the economy on the apparent upswing—even if golf is still a few holes behind—how optimistic is the Board for business beyond 2011?  “I believe the economy
is in fact getting better, and we will keep
putting our efforts in,” says Bob of the many
people involved in Banks Lake’s future, both
paid and volunteer.  “The members of the
Board aren’t making any money out of this
for themselves.  It’s for the good of the golf

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

course, that’s why we’re putting our time
in here.”  As for the shareholders, they are
the players with the most to lose in the deal
if things go poorly.  Every golf course has
a core group of golfers that prove vital to a
course’s success.  The 100 plus shareholders
at Banks Lake are no exception.  “We want
the shareholders to win on this one,” Bob
assures.  “From the biggest shareholder to
those with just a few, they are what keep us
going during a majority of the year.  2011
is really going to show us what we can do
with this golf course.”   
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Whistling Straits owner Herb Kohler takes a look
at the Oregon Coast for potential golf development

According to Golf Digest’s Matt Ginella,
Herb Kohler and company have been to Oregon twice in the past month and a half, but
not to play golf at one of the most popular
golf destinations in the country.  Kohler’s
hopes to find a piece of property for another
U.S.-based golf destination. Kohler is trying
to capitalize on property value and to expand
his golf empire, which includes Blackwolf
Run and Whistling Straits in Wisconsin and
the Old Course Hotel, Hamilton Hall and the
Duke’s golf course in Scotland.
He couldn’t make it work on his recent
bid for property near the resorts at Sea Island, so now Kohler is focusing his efforts
roughly 60 miles south of Bandon Dunes.
According to several sources close to
the situation, Kohler and some of his team
were in town in Feb. to look at property in
the area and they “poked around” at the
Bandon Dunes Resort but didn’t play golf.
Then the Kohler plane was back on March
11, this time shuttling Pete Dye for a quick
look at two potential course sites. Dye and
plane were gone only hours later. No one
from the Kohler Company was available
for comment.
Keiser, the owner of Bandon Dunes,
which will unveil its fifth course in 2012 (a
par-3 Crenshaw/Coore design adjacent to
Bandon Trails), was not aware that Kohler

had been to Bandon Dunes, or that the
Prince of Porcelain was interested in property nearby. “This would be a good thing,”
Keiser says.
Keiser assumes the property Kohler is
looking at is Crook Point south of Pistol
River, which is a six-mile stretch of coastal
land that Keiser once considered for his
dream destination. “It’s drop-dead gorgeous,” he says. But it’s also even more
remote than Bandon Dunes.
Bill Crook and family have been working
on the planned development of 440 acres,
27 holes of golf, a lodge with 175 overnight
units, spa and an equestrian center for a few
years. At the end of last year they had made
progress with local government, meeting
and tweaking various conditions to their
plans. Perry Dye, Pete’s son, was thought
to be the architect of the golf courses, but
if Kohler were to buy this property, or potentially another one in the area, it’s clear he
prefers working with Pete, who built all four
of Kohler’s courses at Whistling Straits.

Els for Autism event planned
for TPC Snoqualmie Ridge

The ‘Els for Autism Golf Challenge,’ the
largest charity-driven national golf series in
the United States, will stage one of its 30

Super Regional events June 6 at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge in the Seattle area.  Amateur
golfers in the area are invited to take up the
‘Challenge’ by registering two-person teams
for the event and in doing so raise funds for
the Els for Autism Foundation.
Spearheaded by professional golfer and
2011 World of Golf Hall of Fame inductee
Ernie Els, the Super Regional events will
take place across the country from MaySeptember at TPC and handpicked private
and public golf courses. Teams will compete
for the chance to qualify for the Grand
Finale October 23-24 in Las Vegas and the
opportunity to win major prizes, including
a 10-day luxury trip to South Africa.
   All proceeds from the golf series will go
to the Els for Autism Foundation to fund
an autism Center of Excellence. The $30
million project, the first of its kind in the
world, will include a physical hub based
in Palm Beach County, Fla., and a global
digital learning platform that will reach out
to the autism community across the U.S. and
the world.
Two-person amateur teams can register
online and start competing now at www.
E4Agolf.com. Each team will choose its
own child on the spectrum that they play for;
their “Honorary Captain.” After registration,
each team is allocated a dedicated team page
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to support their fundraising efforts and keep
track of online donations from their friends,
families and colleagues.
The recommended minimum fund raising
target is $2,500 per team (including entry
fee) and those who meet the target will
qualify for entry into a Fund-raisers’ Prize
Draw for the chance to win a luxury sevenday golf trip to Ireland, courtesy of IRISH
LINKS.
To register a team, view a full list of events
or to sponsor a team visit www.E4Agolf.
com.

Peter Jacobsen brings back
his annual party to the NW

Portland native and PGA Tour player Peter
Jacobsen will bring back his Peter’s Party,
this time the event will be called the Umpqua
Bank Challenge.
The event will feature teams of two players, including some of the top names on the
PGA and Champions Tour. The event will be
held Aug. 28-30 at the Portland Golf Club
and feature a one-day Pro-Am and two days
of tournament golf.
The event had been previously called the
Fred Meyer Challenge. The event was last
held in 2002 at the Reserve near Portland.
For info, see www.umpquabankchallenge.
com.
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With golfers coming out of the wood
work this time of the year, due to lack
of off-season reps, winter rust creeps
into their swings. In the spring, one of
the biggest swing flaws I see in amateur
golf swings is when they start their downswings by casting or throwing their hands
and arms. What casting means in golf
speak is thus:
Maximum degree of lag angle is lost
early in the downswing. Some amateurs
do not know any different because they
never had much lag, if any, during their
golfing careers. Other amateurs have lost
the feeling of creating lag simply because
they haven’t touched a club for weeks….
or months.
The mass majority of amateur golfers
cannot maintain their maximum amount

Brett
Wilkinson

Golf instruction: It’s that time to get your lag on

of wrist lag in the early and mid phases
of their downswings, and they loose the
steam built up in the shaft too soon.
Thus, they cannot max out their club
head speed, down through the strike,
and hit golf balls much weaker than they

should. Maximizing wrist lag is where
a golfer tries to maintain the maximum
amount of wrist lag in the early and mid
phases of their downswing. This LAG
sensation is created basically by starting
the downswing in unison: left arm and
right arm move as one unit so your arms
move in a diagonal straight line direction
by reacting to the movement of the hips
and lower torso.
By maximizing wrist lag, you can max
out your club head speed at the moment
of truth: IMPACT!
Good and great golfers create a
ton of lag angle, when starting their
downswings, and then they maintain a
fair amount of it by keeping their hands
leading the shaft down through the strike
when they release the steam out of the
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shaft. Just this Spring, I have had clients
create or re-create maximum lag, and
most have already gained 5-20 miles an
hour of club head speed.
That’s power folks, and lot of it! These
players are hitting balls 10-50 yards
longer - with less effort and less wasted
energy.
Morale of this article: Golf balls are
designed to be hit hard, so no matter how
young or old you may be, GET YOUR
LAG ON and start striking golf balls with
more force, compression, and power and
you should see some results soon!

Brett Wlkinson is a PGA Director of
Instruction with GolfTEC in Bellevue. Call
him at 425.460.1095 with questions of to
set up an appointment.
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The Lesson Tee: When you play, you
are always learning and re-learning
more can and should be answered. The truth
is, you, the golfer, need to ask these questions of someone with the proper experience
and expertise to give the correct answer.
Research! It is your golf game; you will be
much better for getting the answers to these
questions. Do not stay the same year after
year. Take action for your golf game. Make
a plan and carry it out. The time is now!

Jeff
Coston

As a player and a teacher/coach I am
constantly learning. Many times, fortunately
or unfortunately, re-learning. Whether it is
something in the pilgrimage of my own golf
game or the game I so passionately coach, I
am a student learner. This is one thing that
keeps me growing and effective. I am continually desiring to get better in all areas of my
life. That is just how I am wired!
There are so many facets to this game of
golf. Let’s investigate a few.....
Mentally: How do I decide and commit to
this shot? How do I connect my mind and
focus to the target? How do I curve this ball?
How do I master being physically relaxed and
mentally free of the consequence and score?
Why am I more effective on the range than the
golf course? Can I respond well to adversity?
How do I play with and trust my eyes? There
are many more.....
There is strategy on the golf course and
each hole: Attacking par 5’s with wedges;
hitting the green in two shots on the approach;
green side bunker shots from the approach;
speed on long putts if you knock the ball on
in two shots; 10’ and in when you hit a good
wedge approach; freedom of mind on par 5’s
to take advantage of an opportunity.
Strategy for longer par 4’s and par 3’s: Hit
the ball solid in the center of the green; do not
cross your line or short-side yourself to leave
an accessible pitch if necessary.
Strategy of curving your golf ball to use
more of the fairway or green. Jack Nicklaus
told me straight is an accident! Too many
people try to hit the ball straight!
Technique and shot making: How do I
curve the ball? What are the swing essentials
I must master in my swing to be consistent
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and effective? How can I read my ball flight
to correct myself during a round? What is
proper impact? Does impact just happen or
can I practice and master a constant proper
clubface, shaft and hand-path through the hitting area for better striking? How do I hit the
ball crisp and solid consistently? And many
more.......
Short game: Do I pitch with one club or
many? How do I know where to land the ball
on the green? What is, or how do I hit, a flop
shot? I can’t hit my 60 degree club, why?
How do I properly hit a bunker shot?
Putting: Hit a majority of long putts 30
to 50 feet to develop speed, touch and feel.
Speed on the greens is huge. People 3-putt
because of poor speed not poor line but they
give 90% focus on line and it should be the
opposite. Trust your intuitive eyes. Try trying
less; less is more. Target focus. Commit to
your read on 5’ and in with a reactive routine.
Roll the ball and let the hole get in the way. It
goes on and on........proper practice, wedge
play, fairway metals, driving the golf ball, the
proper equipment.......
The good news is these questions and

Jeff Coston is a 12-time PGA Player of the
Year and a former PGA Tour Player. He can
be reached for appointment by calling 360
201 4590 or jeffcoston.com.

Jeff Coston has learned and re-learned his game through the years. In the top photo he
celebrates a birdie putt; in the bottom photo he hits at Kiawah Island in a major event.

Portland professionals team up to
win Senior Pro-Am championship

PGA Professional Tom Carey of Meriwether National with his amateur Brad Carey of
Eastmoreland GC won by three strokes over the team of PGA Professional Rob Gibbons
with amateur Pat O’Donnell of Arrowhead GC and the team of PGA Professional Brent
Murray with amateur Bob Barsocchini of Oswego Lake CC at the Northwest Senior
Championships at Langdon Farms Golf Club.  The Carey duo (cousins) fired impressive
rounds of 66-67-133 in the team gross four-ball competition.
PGA Professional Joey Pickavance of Pronghorn with his amateur Jon Dversdal of
Tualatin CC won the Senior division net four-ball competition after firing 63-66-129, 13
under par.  PGA Professional Jerry Johnson of Ocean Shores, WA with his amateur Don
Sheldon of Astoria G&CC placed second three strokes back.
Winning the Super Senior Division gross division (both players 60 years of age and
older) was PGA Professional Greg Brown of Bayou GC with his amateur Gary Owens of
Michelbook GC after firing 72-70-142.  
Winning the Super Senior Division net division was PGA Professional Mike Coury of
the Western Washington Chapter with his amateur Glenn Kemak of Canterwood G&CC
with scores of 68-66-134.
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• Page 14 •

• Inside Golf - May Issue 2011 •

Dear Kathy:
I’ve been playing golf for 25 years a
couple of times a week and the lowest
handicap I’ve ever had is a twelve. I’d like
to get to a single digit handicap this year
and I am ready to commit to practicing
every week-which I have NOT done in
the past. If I can set aside two hours to
practice every week, how should I use
that to meet my goal?
				
Carol
Dear Carol:
The fact that you’ve achieved a twelve
handicap tells me you probably have a
pretty consistent swing and you know
how to manage the golf course. My
question for you would be where do you

Kathy
DeNeui

Women’s Golf: Save strokes with solid short game

lose those extra strokes? The next three
times you play diagram your game on
your scorecard, counting fairway shots,
greens in regulation, penalty strokes and
number of putts. If you’re losing shots
due to penalties, you’ll need to look at

a full swing lesson to get your swing on
track so you’re keeping the ball in play.
THAT is job one! Then commit to the
practice to change the behavior causing
you to miss hit those shots, this would
be at least an hour a week hitting balls
and whatever other homework and drills
your instructor assigns.
The biggest loss in strokes for better
players in on and around the greens.
When your ball in within 20 yards of the
greens how many strokes are you taking
to hole out? The ideal number is two-one
chip-one putt. If you’re not getting “up
and down” in two strokes 70% of the
time from greenside you need to work
on your short game-as do we all!!! Your
second hour of practice each week needs
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to be chipping and putting. Make your
practice practical. When you practice
chipping don’t just dump a bucket of balls
and stand in one place hitting balls with
one club.
Practice chipping from at least three
different locations with three different
clubs, so your practice will mimic your
golf experience.
Set goals each time you chip trying
to get the ball into the three-foot circle
around the hole. I think you can save
the most strokes putting by being a solid
putter from four to ten feet out. A half
hour each week working on putts from
four to ten feet should get your ball in the
hole in fewer strokes and take you into
the single digits

• RULES OF THE GAME •
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This month’s guest columnist is Paul
Lucien, my friend and Rules expert who
will share his expertise on handicapping,
posting scores and the importance of
accurate and timely posting in a twopart article. This month’s issue will deal
with how handicaps are computed and
why they are used. Next month he will
outline the importance of timely posting
of handicaps, as well as the importance
of accuracy and honesty in reporting
scores.

Mike
Peluso

Handicapping: Guest columnist spells out how
and why the USGA GHIN system works for you

A handicap is a numerical measure of
an amateur golfer’s playing ability based
on the tees (yardage) played for a given
course. A handicap index is not an average of your scores. It is a reflection of
your potential for scoring. As of March
1st your scores are to be posted if you
are a member of the USGA GHIN system.
We will continue posting until November 15th with revisions on the 1st and
15th of each month. The purpose of the
system is to provide a method of leveling
the playing field for golfers of differing
skill levels, so that those golfers can compete equally. Imagine that if your average
score is 92 and you want to compete
against someone whose average score
is 72. Without a handicap to aid you it is
doubtful you’ll have much success.
With a handicap, the less skilled player
is given strokes on certain holes on a golf
course. That is, on a particular hole the
weaker player may be allowed to “take
a stroke” or deduct a stroke from his
or her score for that hole. At the end of

the round, the two players of differing
abilities can calculate their “net score”.
It is simply their gross scores minus the
strokes they were allowed to take on certain holes, giving you your net score.
Handicaps are based on a course rating. The course rating is the number of
strokes a certain set of tees are expected
to be played in by the more skilled scratch
golfers. A USGA Course Rating of 74.8
means that 74.8 is expected to be the
average score of the best 50% of rounds
played by scratch golfers.
During the 1980s the USGA introduced a slope rating for golf courses,
joining their long standing course rating
as methods of rating the difficulty of a
course. The slope rating is a number
representing the relative difficulty of a
course for bogey golfers compared to
course rating. A slope of 113 is considered a course of average difficulty.
Par plays no part in computing handicaps. Only an adjusted gross score,
course rating and slope rating are used in
the calculation. Adjusted gross score is a

golfer’s total strokes after allowing for the
maximum per-hole totals allowed under
Equitable Stroke Control (ESC). ESC is
a method used by the USGA to insure
that a person doesn’t take an abnormally
high number on a hole for the purpose of
inflating his or her handicap.
A player’s official USGA Handicap Index is derived from a complicated formula
that, thankfully, players themselves do
not have to figure. It takes into account
adjusted gross score, course rating and
slope rating. With as few as five rounds,
a player can get a handicap index by joining clubs authorized by the Washington
State Golf Association to issue them.
Eventually, handicap index is calculated
using the 10 best of a golfer’s 20 most
recent rounds.
Once your USGA Handicap Index is
issued which is, say, 17.8, the golfer uses
that index to determine his or her course
handicap. Course handicap is what actually tells a golfer how many strokes they
are allowed on a particular course using a
particular set of tees. Most golf courses
have charts posted at the GHIN computer you can consult to get your course
handicap. All that is needed is a USGA
Handicap Index which, coupled with the
slope rating, of the course, determines
your handicap for that particular course.
Remember, your USGA Handicap
Index is always the same, but your handicap for a particular course for tournament
purposes will be different from course to
course. Once armed with course handicap, a golfer is ready to play on an equal
basis with any other golfer in the world.
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To take part in the USGA Handicap
System, a golfer must join a club authorized by the particular state’s golf
association to use the system. Most
golf courses have clubs that can issue
handicap indexes, so finding one isn’t
that difficult. Joining a course or men’s or
ladies’ club for the purpose of establishing a handicap will cost anywhere from
about $50-80, and several clubs offer attractive perks for joining, such as reduced
golf and range fees, discounts in the pro
shop, and several other benefits.
Next month we’ll look at the importance of accurate and honest score
reporting.

Ballinger Lake will
host charity tourney

The 5th Annual Sue Gifford Melanoma
Memorial Golf Tournament will be held
Saturday, May 21st, 2011 at Ballinger Lake
Golf Course, hosted by Tyrone and Carol
Hardy, owners of Hardy Golf, LLC.  
In honor of Carol’s mother (Sue) who
passed away from metastatic melanoma, the
Hardy’s host this tournament to raise awareness and funds for skin cancer/melanoma
treatment and research.  Entry fee is $60.00
pp ($240/team) for the 18-hole competition
shotgun scramble and includes continental
breakfast, green fees, catered luncheon and
prizes.  Raffle tickets can be purchased for
$5.00/each.  Entry forms available on-line
atwww.ballingerlakegolf.com or contact
Carol Hardy at 425.697.4653.

