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Pacific Amateur accepting
signups for 2011 tournament
The 2011 GolfWorld Pacific Amateur
will take place Aug. 29-Sept. 2 at some of
Central Oregon’s best courses. The top
finishers in each flight will meet at Pronghorn
(pictured right) for the championship. See
www.pacamgolf.com for more.
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U.S. Junior Amateur
set for Gold Mountain
Gold Mountain Golf Course near
Bremerton, Wash. will be the host site
for the 2011 U.S. Junior Amateur, an
event hosting the top junior boys from
around the world July 18-23.
The tournament will feature a field of
156 players taking part in two days of
qualifying before the field gets cut down
for match play.
Volunteers are needed for the event
and a special dinner aboard the aircraft
carrier John C. Stennis (see inside for
another story) will take place July 17 with
Johnny Miller as a keynote speaker.
For more information on the event or
to become a volunteer, see the web site
www.2011usjunioram.com.

Arnold Palmer: The king will return
to NW for Umpqua Bank Challenge
Peter Jacobsen Sports announced that Arnold Palmer has officially committed to the upcoming Umpqua Bank Challenge. Along
with Tournament Host Peter Jacobsen, Palmer was the only player
to compete in all 17 previous Challenge events.
The Umpqua Bank Challenge, which takes the place of the Fred
Meyer Challenge, will take place Aug. 28-30 at the Portland Golf
Club. Teams will consist of two professionals. Palmer will team up
with tournament host Peter Jacobsen.
“Arnold is considered to be the greatest ambassador that golf has
ever known,” said Jacobsen, “In trying to establish The Umpqua
Bank Challenge I can’t think of anyone better to have by my side.
It means the world to me that he will be there.”
Other headline names for the tournament include John Cook, Ben
Crenshaw, Jay Haas, Bernhard Langer and Fuzzy Zoeller. A total
of eight two-player teams are expected to take part in the event.
Tickets for the tournament are on sale and are available at www.
umpquabankchallenge.com or by calling 866.503.2003.

See where your
favorite course is
on GolfWeek’s list
of best you can play

UW golfer sets record
at Washington National
When University of Washington
women’s golfer Sadena Parks finished
off her first round at the NCAA West
Regionals at Washington National, she
signed a scorecard that said 81. Not
exactly the way she wanted to start such
a big tournament on her home course.  
But she came back strong, shooting a
course-record 66 in the second round,
beating the old record of 67, held by
former  UW golfer Louise Friberg.
For more on college golf, please see
inside this issue of Inside Golf.

GolfWeek Magazine has decided
what are some of the Best Courses
You Can Play around the country. In the
Pacific Northwest, the top choices are
Osprey Meadows in Donnelly, Idaho;
Pacific Dunes in Bandon, Oregon and
Chambers Bay in University Place,
Washington.
But other courses, like Palouse
Ridge in Pullman, Wash. (pictured
left) were ranked high. In fact, Palouse
Ridge checked in at third on the list in
the state of Washington behind Wine
Valley in Walla Walla.
For more on the listings around the
Northwest, see inside this section of
Inside Golf Newspaper.

New Northwest course
still eyes 2011 opening
The Pacific Northwest will welcome
another golf course this year with the
opening of the Salish Cliffs Golf Club,
part of the Little Creek Casino in Shelton,
Wash. The course, designed by Gene
Bates, is expected to open sometime
later this summer.
The course will play to 7,300 yards
and par-72. A total of 16 of the 18 holes
are encircled by trees, giving golfers the
feeling that they are the only ones playing
the golf course. Two of the par-5 holes
will be monsters, with those two checking in at over 600 yards from the tips.

Rules Quiz
In stroke play, a player searches for his ball
for five minutes and does not find it. He looks
for another minute, finds his ball and plays it.   
Has he proceeded under the Rules. See Page
2 for the answer.

Printed in U.S.A.

Broadmoor pro
sets record at
Washington Open

Broadmoor Golf Club (Seattle) professional Tim Feenstra left no doubt as he rolled
to victory in the 2011 Washington Open
Invitational at Glendale Country Club.
Feenstra broke away from the field with
a second-round 63 and then won by seven
shots over a pair of PGA Tour pros in Michael Putnam and Andres Gonzales to win
his second Washington Open title.
Feenstra’s 200 three-round total broke the
old record of 202 set by Chuck Milne.
See Page 4 for more.

Inaugural Best of Bend
offers up top courses

Tim Feenstra
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Tetherow Golf Club, Pronghorn, and
Brasada Ranch, the three participants of the
Best of Bend have partnered to offer a threeday Best Ball amateur golf event June 17-19,
2011 in Bend, Oregon.    Entry for the first
annual, two-man event is $550 per person and
includes a round of golf at each of the three
courses and more.		
There will be gross and net scoring for
both the open and senior divisions. Net and
gross prizes will be awarded to 30% of the
field. Space is limited to 60 teams. For more
information and to print an entry form visit
www.bestofbendbestball.com.
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Chad Niedermeier remembers when
he first got into the golf business at age
14. He remembers working on the greens
crew at Tam O’Shanter Golf and Country
Club in Bellevue. He remembers doing
just about everything for the five years he
worked at the course.
But what he remembers most is wanting to own his own golf course.
“I remember as a kid I thought golf was
the greatest thing in the world and owning
a course would be the best thing ever,”
said Niedermeier. “But I was just a kid
back then.”
But now, at age 43 and after spending
years working behind the scenes on golf
course maintenance crews, Niedermeier
is living his dream. He signed a lease-topurchase agreement to buy Sage Hills
Golf and RV Resort, located in the Central
Washington town of Warden.
Niedermeier had spent the last 18
years of his life being the head superintendent at Madrona Links Golf Course in
Gig Harbor. But in the back of his mind,
had always wanted to own a course.
He has the background to be a terrific
golf course owner. He has spent years
working on maintenance crews, went to
school for golf course management, spent
18 years heading the crew at Madrona and
even spent some time working at Pebble
Beach on the maintenance crew.
So, when he heard that the Looker
Family of Puyallup wanted to sell Sage
Hills, Niedermeier took a look and liked
what he saw.
“I like the fact that Sage Hills is a good
solid course and has a great RV park,”
said Niedermeier. “And it was an opportunity for me to get my hands on my
first golf course to own. I liked everything

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Sage Hills: New operator hopes to
make course a NW destination stop
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about this deal.”
Like all new business owners, Niedermeier must have wondered what he had
gotten himself into. He was now the boss.
The only person he had to report to was
himself. He was nervous, but he also knew
that this fulfilled a life-long dream.
“It’s fun to be your own boss, but it’s
also tough at times,” said Niedermeier.
“This is going to be a lot of work but it’s
what I’ve wanted to do.”
Sage Hills is an 18-hole golf course, located right off Highway 17 about 15 miles
south of Moses Lake. It is located 200
miles from   Seattle, about a three-hour
drive and 100 miles from Spokane. The
weather is usually terrific, with 300 days
of sunshine each year and the average
annual rainfall is 7.8 inches.
And not only is there golf in the area,
there is plenty more - which is why the RV
resort was upgraded to 42 spots in 1997.
There is Potholes State Park nearby, the
Gorge Amphitheater is 50 miles away and
there is also plenty of hunting and fishing
in the area.
“There’s plenty to like in and around the
area,” said Niedermeier. “Now we just
have to get the word out on how good it

Kathy Marlatt
Operations Manager
Contributing Writers
Jeff Coston,
Kathy DeNeui, Mike Peluso,
Brett Wilkinson, Brad Faller
Cartoonist: Harold Bluestein

Subscription rates:
$17-one year and $30-two
years (U.S. funds).

Chad Niedermeier
is over here. There’s a ton of stuff to do,
including the golf. It’s a great area. Now
we need to get people to find out about
it.”
The RV park is open year-round while
the course can be open all year, depending on the weather. For more call
509.349.2603.
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Rules Answer
Answer: No he has not.  The player is disqualified
if he does not correct the error by proceeding under
Rule 27-1 before playing from the next tee.  That
means returning to where he played his previous
stroke before he began to search for his ball.  Adding two strokes for playing from a wrong place and
one stroke for the lost ball for a total of 3 penalty
strokes.
• Editor’s note: Thanks to Paul Lucien for his
rules insights.
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Feenstra takes Washington Open championship;
Oregon wins crown at the 6th annual PNGA Cup

Tim Feenstra of Broadmoor GC in Seattle
took the lead in the second round and played
steady in the final round to win the Washington
Open Invitational at Glendale Country Club in
Bellevue. Feenstra also won the Washington
Open championship in 2007.
Feenstra opened with a 67 but took command of the tournament with a second round
63. He finished off his record-setting run with
a final-round 70. His 200 total set a tournament record, which had been held by Chuck
Milne who set the mark in 1976. Feenstra
won $15,000 for winning the tournament.
Feenstra and his amateur partner Greg Stark
of Broadmoor GC won the team competition
after posting rounds of 65-59-65-189.
PGA Tour player Michael Putnam of
University Place, Wash. was second, far back
at 207, while another Northwest PGA Tour
player, Andres Gonzales of Olympia was third
at 208. Bob Rannow of Sandpines, Ryan
Malby of Village Greens and Corey Prugh of
Manito Country Club tied for fourth at 210.
“You see the two guys on tour at 6- and 5under – and we might not have felt we played
our best golf – but we are tour players, and he
just beat us by seven or eight shots,” Putnam
said. “That is good golf. Even if I had played
well, he would have been tough to catch.”
Feenstra did not waste any time thinking
anybody had a chance to catch him in the final
round of the tournament. He birdied two early
holes and rolled from there.
“I was very proud of myself, of how I
started,” Feenstra said. “I made a couple good
swings, made a couple birdies to calm the
nerves and I started to get into a rhythm.”
NOTES: Defending champion Jeff Coston, of Blaine, ended up tied for seventh at

211.  He shot 68 in the final round.  Spokane’s
Corey Prugh and Oregon’s Brian Nosler fired
the best final rounds at 67. When Feenstra won
the Washington Open title in 2007, he took
home $5,000. This year it was $15,000. He
added another $2,000 when he and amateur
partner Greg Stark captured the pro-am title
at 189. The tournament raised more than
$500,000 for charity.

Oregon wins championship
at 6th annual PNGA Golf Cup

The 6th annual PNGA Cup concluded at
Eugene Country Club in Eugene, Ore. as
the Oregon Golf Association (OGA) won
their second consecutive and fourth overall,
PNGA Cup. The OGA got out to an early
lead yesterday and held on down the stretch
to win.
 	 The singles matches made for a dramatic
finish as the Washington State Golf Association (WSGA) earned 9 out of a possible 12
points to close the gap on first day leader
OGA. In the end, the OGA was too much
for the field, earning 6 ½ points for a twoday total of 16 points and the win. WSGA
finished in second place with an overall total
of 14 points, B.C. Golf earned 6 ½ points
bringing their total to 13 ½ points, and the
Idaho Golf Association (IGA) ended the
PNGA Cup with 4 ½ points.
 	

Folsom-Harris team up to win
Washington Women’s Best-Ball

Leslie Folsom and Jane Harris, both of
Seattle and members at Rainier Golf and
Country Club, came from behind to win
their 7th Washington State Women’s Best-

Ball Championship. The pair has won 7
out of the 12 championships since the event
started in 2000. Folsom and Harris started
the final round at Fairwood Golf and Country Club in Renton, Wash. 3 shots behind
first round leaders, Kim Titus of Gig Harbor
and Kristy Whitcher of Belfair.  

Beaverton, Oregon City golfers
win Oregon Net Championships

Alice Belcher of Beaverton, Ore. overcame a 5-stroke first-round deficit to catch
first round leader and defending champion
Cindy Anderson of Eugene, Ore. to capture
co-medalist honors in the Women’s Division
of the 27th Oregon Net Championship held
at OGA Golf Course in Woodburn, Ore.
Among the Men, Mike Cavanaugh of
Oregon City and Ed Bollet of Tualatin, Ore.
tied at 5-under par 139 to capture both the
flight and overall championship titles.  

Prineville, Portland golfers capture
titles at Oregon Super Seniors event

Tom Liljieholm, 73, of Prineville, Ore.
made a charge on the final day of the Oregon
Super Senior Championship at Orchard
Hills Country Club in Washougal, Wash.
Despite inclement weather, he posted the
low round of the tournament and finished at
78-75—157 to capture the overall title for
Men age 65 and older, besting first round
leader Jim Ferguson, 67 of Portland, Ore.
and defending champion Bill Bristol, 67 of
Vancouver, Wash.
In the Women’s Division, it was a three
horse race to the finish as it was a par on the
final hole by Karen Herness, 61, of Portland

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

that was needed to edge Darlene Moen, 63,
of Vancouver, Wash. by 1-stroke to win the
overall title for Women age 60 and older..

Cascade Golfer Cup offers
up series of events for amateurs

Having sent tournament winners in previous years to The Masters, the U.S. Open
at Pebble Beach, Bandon Dunes, Hawaii,
Palm Springs and Malaysia, producers of
the Cascade Golfer Cup — the region’s
most ambitious amateur tournament series
— have upped the ante in 2011, adding one
event, three new courses, and featuring over
$100,000 in prizes.
Just like at all seven Cascade Golfer Cup
events, the top-15 net teams and top-five
gross teams all received prizes, ranging from
stay-and-plays to Hawaii and other dream
golf destinations, to golf clubs, merchandise
and more. In addition, every competing team
earned points towards the season-long Cascade Golfer Cup championship, the winners
of which will receive a 2012 Summer Golf
Package including twosomes at 20 different
elite Puget Sound courses.
Tournaments continue throughout the
summer for 2011 at places like McCormick
Woods (June 11), Suncadia Resort (Puetz
Golf Shootout, July 23), White Horse (Aug.
13) and Gold Mountain’s Olympic Course
(Michelob ULTRA Open, Sept. 10), followed by the season-ending Cascade Golfer
Cup Championship at Druids Glen Golf
Club on Oct. 1
Sign up today at cascadegolfer.com, or
by e-mailing tournament coordinator Simon
Dubiel at simon@cascadegolfer.com.
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Former Husky golfer
Troy Kelly nearly wins
on the Nationwide Tour

Bremertion native and former University
of Washington golfer Troy Kelly came up
just short in his bid for his first win on the
Nationwide Tour. He finished second at the
Stadion Classic in Athens, Ga. losing by two
shots to winner Russell Henley.
Kelly was tied for the lead after three
rounds but couldn’t keep pace with Henley,
a senior at the University of Georgia who
was playing on his home course.
Henley is a three-time All-American at
Georgia who will turn pro later this year.
He shot a 3-under 68 to beat Kelly by two
shots and win the championship.
Kelly collected the first-place check
because Henley is an amateur. Kelly won
$99,000 for finishing second and that will
go a long ways toward him finishing in the
top 25 and earning a repeat trip to the PGA
Tour for the 2012 season. Kelly is playing on
the Nationwide Tour this year on a medical
exemption.

Pacific Northwest PGA Tour
pros play in Washington Open

A pair of PGA Tour pros took a week
off from their tour schedule to play in the
Washington Open Invitational at Glendale
Country Club in Bellevue.
Michael Putnam of University Place,
Wash. finished second to winner Tim Feenstra. Putnam finished with a three-round
total of 207, which was seven shots behind
Feenstra, a professional at Broadmoor Golf
Club in Seattle.

Troy Kelly

Tour Players With NW Ties
PGA Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 106th on the list with $371,081
• Ben Crane • Portland • 60th on the list with $733,639
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 42nd on the list with $868,748
• Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 225th on the list with $15,805
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 43rd on the list with $868,035
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 141st on he list with $231,706
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 164th on the list with $147,167
• Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 110th on the list with $349,853
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman •  238th on the list with $8,855
Nationwide Tour
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 29th on the list with $41,122
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • 7th on the list with $107,642
• Richard Lee • Bellevue • 108th on the list with $7,529
• Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • No cuts made
Champions Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 43rd on the list with $101,457
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 77th on the list with $30,568
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 82nd on the list with $24,662
LPGA Tour
• Louise Friberg • Univ. of Washington • No cuts made
• Allison Hanna-Williams • Portland • No cuts made
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • 36th on the list with $64,706
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • 32nd on the list with $70,656
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • 50th on the list with $46,235

Did you know….

Andres Gonzales of Olympia finished
third in the tournament at 208.
Putnam collected a check of $10,000
while Gonzales won $7,500 for finishing
in third place. Not a bad payday for having
a week off from the PGA Tour.
Putnam has played before on the PGA
Tour while Gonzales is a rookie on the PGA
Tour this year. Both are trying to keep their
PGA Tour cards for a second year. They both
need to finish among the top 125 players on
the money list to keep their cards so they can
play on the PGA Tour for the 2012 season.
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•  The Washington State Golf Association provides Rules officials,
Starters and other volunteers for Northwest
events, such as the
recent NCAA Women’s West Regional at
Washington National
GC, as well as USGA
qualifiers in the area (for
events such as the U.S.
Open and the U.S. Amateur). The Rules officials
volunteer their time for these events, enabling the
tournaments to be held fairly and equitably in accordance with all the Rules of Golf

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

•  “The importance of golf in Oregon extends
beyond the golf facilities themselves,” said Dr.
Peter Ryan. With $1.2 billion of direct economic
activity in 2008,
the sheer size
of the game of
golf makes it a
major industry
in its own right
and a significant
contributor to Oregon’s economy.”

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Silvies Valley Ranch: New
resort in Eastern Oregon
designed by Dan Hixson is
environmentally friendly

By Brad Faller, PGA
Special to Inside Golf Newspaper
Wedged between the towns of John Day and Burns, Oregon lies Silvies Valley
Ranch, future site of the state’s first “eco-resort,” which will include a 36-hole, Dan
Hixson designed golf facility.
With guidance from ranch owner Scott Campbell, design and construction on the
environmentally-friendly facility began in September 2010. Campbell, founder of
the nationally renowned Banfield Pet Hospital in association with the Pet Smart retail
chain, purchased the land in 2007 with the vision of a resort that would showcase
Oregon unlike any other of its kind.
“Thirty percent of its visitors will come from Oregon, 30 percent from the United
States, with the remaining 40 percent coming from Europe and Asia,” says Campbell of his research. The upscale “guest ranch”—rather than calling it a destination
facility—will be the focal point of the property, providing jobs to Grant County
residents and bringing tax dollars into the area. Ranch amenities will include luxury
cabins, a day spa, and a restaurant, among other features.
Hixson, designer of two recent gems in Bandon Crossings in Oregon and Wine
Valley in Washington, hopes to be all grown in by 2012, with preview rounds in
2013. The timetable to see the facility in full operation extends as late as 2015, but
may be adjusted in time. The course will be on the higher-end and expensive side
for ranch guests, but discounted rates will be offered to golfers belonging to other
Grant County golf clubs.
As for Hixson’s golf course, golfers will experience a unique transition throughout
the two layouts. “You’ll play through three or four major environmental zones,” says
Campbell. While Campbell’s goal is clearly driven by the environment, Hixson’s
intentions are nearly as simple: creating a fun golf course. “I feel I bring a different
perspective to golf course design in light of my background as a golf professional,”
says the former Columbia-Edgewater Country Club head golf professional. “I’ve
played with and taught beginners, good players, women… this experience has allowed me to design courses with all types of players in mind.”
Construction on the project resumed in May.
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NW college golf teams
have some mixed results

The University of Washington women
closed out its season by finishing 16th at
the NCAA Championships at the Traditions
Golf Course.
The Huskies shot a final-round 293 (+5)
to move from 19th into 16th place for the
tournament. The Huskies were spurred on
by a front nine that saw them combine to
shoot -1 and ended the back nine with birdies by freshman Kelli Bowers and senior
Anya Alvarez on the final hole. Ultimately,
Washington wrapped up the 72-hole tournament at +57 (1209).
The Huskies were making their first
championship appearance since 2006.
UCLA took home the team title, winning
by four strokes over 2010 champion Purdue.
Liz Ernst of LSU won medalist honors.
Bowers tied for 26th in the tournament.
Her finish is the seventh best by a Husky at
a championship and the second-best ever by
a UW freshman (Paige Mackenzie, 25th in
2002). Junior Sadena Parks saved her best
round of the tournament for the last day of
competition. She fired a 74 and ended up
+22 for the tourney.

Washington men, Oregon men
miss out on NCAA Championships

Washington finished the NCAA Men’s Golf
Southwest Regional at -7 overall after shooting
a 4-under 280 in the final round, but Arizona rallied late on their home course to pass the Huskies
and claim the last of five spots and advance to the
NCAA Championship.
At the Southeast Regional, the University of
Oregon men finished tied for 10th and missed out
on their fourth straight trip to the NCAA Championships.
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The Huskies and Wildcats battled all day and
it came down the stretch to determine who would
advance to Stillwater, Oklahoma for a chance to
play for the national championship. Washington
entered the clubhouse tied with the Wildcats, with
Arizona still having several holes left to play. The
Wildcats got three-consecutive birdies from their
No. 1 player Tarquin MacManus, starting at 15
to put Arizona up two strokes. With the Huskies
needing him to double-bogey No. 18 to force a tie,
MacManus scored bogey to send his team into the
championship.
It will be just the second time in Thurmond’s
10 years as UW’s head coach that his team will
not play in the championship.
San Diego State won the team title comfortably
at -19. Texas A&M was second at -12.

Derek Barron wins
Puget Sound Amateur

Derek Barron of Puyallup got off to a hot
start in the first round and never let off the gas
pedal as he won the Puget Sound Amateur at
Lake Spanaway Golf Course.
Barron fired a two-round total of 140
(67-73) to win the championship by eight
shots over former Major League pitcher Erik
Hansen. Britten Barker was third at 149 while
Mike Froce was fourth at 155 and Jimmy
Hayes sixth at 155.
Barron will try and make the jump to the
PGA Tour next year by competing in the PGA
Tour Qualifying School this year.
In the senior division, Dave Farnam
beat Larry Daniels on the second hold of a
playoff with a par to win the championship.
Both players finished at 145 total for the
tournament. First-round leader Steve Johnson
withdrew because of injury.
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Oki Golf gives military a deal; Seattle Amateur set
Oki Golf, which owns and operates nine
courses in the state of Washington, is offering military personnel a deal this year with
its Military Passport.
The Military Passport, like the Oki Card,
is designed specifically for military personnel and for $25 they get the passport card if
purchased before Aug. 1 and along with it a
complimentary round in an afternoon Monday through Thursday. The passport card
also enjoys all the benefits of the original
Oki Players Card.
Oki Golf owns and operates its nine
courses with 50 minutes from downtown
Seattle.
The Oki Players Card is available for
purchase for the 2011 season and the card
gets you golf and deals for March 31, 2012.

A Oki Golf Platinum Card is also available
for $329 and golfers get six rounds, including golf at the Golf Club at Newcastle.
Oki Golf has also announced the creation
of a new Players Card passport. For $50
golfers can get all the benefits of the Players
Card without the free round of golf.
For more, see www.okigolf.com.

Chambers Bay will play host
to Brian Mogg Golf School

Brian Mogg, consistently ranked among
the top golf instructors in the nation, is establishing one of his renowned academies
at Chambers Bay in University Place, Wash.
The Brian Mogg Performance Center will
launch this summer and offer half-day
sessions covering all aspects of the game,

from full swing to putting to golf course
management. He opened the Brian Mogg
Performance Center in 2002, and his stable
of professional clients includes 2009 PGA
Champion Y.E. Yang, D.A. Points, Bart Bryant and John Cook, among others. Mogg has
been voted one of America’s Top 100 Teachers by the PGA for 8 consecutive years.
The $350 fee includes a voucher that is
good for one round at Chambers Bay. To
sign up for a session, contact Brent Zepp at
(253) 460-4653 or bzepp@kempersports.
com.

Seattle Amateur is set for
July 1-3 at Seattle courses

Since its inception in 1934, this tournament has been unique in its 3-day, 3-course

format.  Boasting the strongest amateur field
in the state, the Seattle Amateur is considered one of the most coveted championships
in the Pacific Northwest.
The field is comprised of 162 of the best
amateur golfers in the Northwest with a
maximum handicap 3.5. The 2011 championship is scheduled for July 1st, 2nd & 3rd at
Jackson GC, Jefferson GC and West Seattle
GC. A cut will be made after 36 holes to the
low 54 players advancing to the final round,
who will then compete for the $10,000 Prize
Fund at West Seattle GC.
The field of 162 competitors is extremely
diverse and draws from five states and
Canada. For more information on this year’s
event please visit the web site at http://www.
premiergc.com/amateur.php.

Tacoma’s Highlands will play host PNGA Championships are set for
to Washington Par-3 Championship men, women, seniors and juniors
Highlands Golf Course in Tacoma has
been awarded the Washington State Par 3
Championship Tournament to be played on
the weekend of June 25-26.
The field will be limited to 72 players
who will play 18 holes on Saturday (June
25) to advance to the “Sweet Sixteen” on
Sunday for 18 more and a chance to claim
the title. Applications are available now
on the internet at the Highlands website,
highlandsgolf.net.
There will be prizes offered on all 18
holes during the championship with a new
car being the prize for an ace on the 18th
hole.
The deadline for entries is June 20. For
additional information, contact Highlands at

253.759.3622. Entry fee is just $50 for the
tournament.

New head professional hired
at Salish Cliffs Golf Club

David Kass has been hired as the new
head professional at the soon-to-be-opened
Salish Cliffs Golf Club in Shelton, Wash.,
part of the Little Creek Casino.
Kass has previously worked as the director of golf operations at the North Palm
Beach Country Club in Florida among other
stops on his golf career.
Salish Cliffs Golf Club, designed by
Gene Bates, is expected to open sometime
this year.

July 11-15: Women’s Amateur at Port Ludlow.
July 11-15: Women’s Mid-Amateur at Port Ludlow.
July 11-16: Men’s Amateur at Tetherow.
Aug. 8-11: Junior Girls Championship at Arrowhead.
Aug. 15-19: Junior Boys Championship at Sunriver.
Aug. 15-19: Men’s Master-40 Championship at Wenatchee Country Club.
Aug. 27-28: Men’s Amateur Public Links at Moses Pointe.
Aug. 27-28: Senior Amateur Public Links at Moses Pointe.
Aug. 27-28: Women’s Amateur Public Links at Moses Pointe.
Sept. 13-15: Men’s Mid-Amateur at Everett Golf and Country Club.
Sept. 19-21: Women’s Senior Team Championship at Gold Mountain
Sept. 20-22: Men’s Senior Team Championship at Gold Mountain
Oct. 3-4: Senior Women’s Amateur Championship at Victoria Golf Club.
Oct. 3-4: Super Senior Women’s Amateur Championship at Victoria Golf Club.
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GolfWeek reveals list of
top courses you can play

                      •  Inside Golf -  June  Issue 2011 •

GolfWeek magazine has come up with its annual list of the top courses you can play
state-by state. Bandon Dunes Resort in Oregon led the Oregon list with all four courses
being named in the top four.
Let’s take a look at the Pacific Northwest and how the courses stack up:
Oregon: Pacific Dunes; Old Macdonald; Bandon Dunes, Bandon Trails, Tetherow,
Pronghorn (Nicklaus), Pumpkin Ridge (Ghost Creek), Crosswater (Sunriver), Juniper,
Running Y Ranch.
Washington: Chambers Bay, Wine Valley, Palouse Ridge, Loomis Trail, Gold Mountain Olympic Course, Semiahmoo Resort course, Trophy Lake Golf and Casting, Indian
Canyon, Suncadia (Prospector), The Home Course.
Idaho: Osprey Meadows, Circling Raven, Coeur d’Alene Resort, Whitetail, Jug Mountain.

All these NW courses made it onto GolfWeek’s Best You Can Play list, including Tetherow in Bend (left); the Home Course in DuPont (second left), Wine Valley in Walla Walla (top) and Pacific Dunes.
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PNGA, PGA Northwest Section induct four
into Hall of Fame in historic joint ceremony
The PNGA added three inductees into
the Pacific Northwest Golf Hall of Fame,
while the Pacific Northwest Section PGA
added one to the Section’s Hall of Fame,
during a historic joint Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony for the two organizations.
• Margaret Todd: Margaret Todd is
one of the Northwest’s most accomplished
golfers. She represented Canada as a player
in the 1951 Curtis Cup matches against the
U.S., the 1953 Commonwealth championships in England, and was a three-time
captain of the Canadian National Team.
Todd won three BC Women’s Amateur
championships (1947, 1948 and 1949) and
was runner-up five times. She won the BC
Senior Women’s Amateur in 1975 and 1976,
and the Canadian Senior Women’s Amateur
in 1976 and 1977.
• Jo Ann Washam: A native of Auburn,
Wash., Jo Ann Washam won the club championship at Auburn Golf Course at age 13.
She won the PNGA Junior Girls’ Amateur
in 1976, then won the PNGA Women’s
Amateur in 1970 and 1971. Washam attended Washington State University on an
Evans Caddie Scholarship, the first woman
from the Pacific Northwest to receive this
scholarship. In 1982, Washam was inducted
into the WSU Athletic Hall of Fame for both
basketball and golf, being the school’s first
athlete to have played in national championships in two sports while a student. She
played on the LPGA Tour for 17 years, from
1973 to 1990, winning three individual tour
titles and two team titles (one with Nancy
Lopez as her partner, and one with Chi Chi
Rodriguez as her partner). She is currently
an LPGA teaching pro at The Home Course

in DuPont, Wash. and resides in Olympia,
Wash.
• Doug Roxburgh: Doug Roxburgh has
set a standard in the region’s amateur golf
world that will most likely not be matched.
He won the BC Junior Amateur in 1969 and
1970, and the Canadian Junior Amateur in
1970. He won the BC Amateur in 1969,
which was the first of his record 13 victories in this championship. He attended the
University of Oregon on a golf scholarship
but transferred to complete his degree at
Simon Fraser University (in Burnaby, BC).
He lost a playoff for the Canadian Amateur
Championship in 1971, and then won the
first of his four Canadian Amateur titles in
1972, repeating in 1974, 1982 and 1988.
• Ron Hoetmer: Ron Hoetmer dedicated
his career to service in the golf industry
– service to his membership, to his fellow
PGA Professionals and to the game. In his
45 years as a member of the PGA of America, Ron has served at just three Washington
clubs – Sand Point GC in Seattle; as the
Head PGA professional at Fairwood G&CC
in Renton for 14 years; and for 28 years as
the Head PGA Professional at Overlake
G&CC in Medina.

Umpqua Bank Challenge sets
its charity for 2011 tournament

The Umpqua Bank Challenge announced
that the “I Have a Dream” Foundation
– Oregon, <http://www.ihaveadreamoregon.
org>, has been selected as the second official partner charity of the event. “I Have
a Dream” joins The Children’s Hospital at
Legacy Emanuel, which was chosen as a

partner of the tournament when it was first
announced in November 2010.
 	 For the most up-to-date tournament
information and news, including details on
volunteering, ticket sales and sponsorship
opportunities, visit www.umpquabankchallenge.com or call (866) 503-2003.

Theta Chi Fraternity plans
Birdies for Brian Tournament

The Alpha Omicron Chapter of the Theta
Chi Fraternity will be hosting the Birdies for
Brian Golf tournament, a fundraiser for the

new Transitions program which is part of
the UW Medical Spinal Cord Injury Rehab
Clinic. The event is set for June 25 at the
Golf Club at Echo Falls in Woodinville,
Wash. Cost is $140 for dinner and golf or
$120 for golf only. The event will include
golf, cart, range balls and dinner buffet.
The event is named for Brian Moore, a
member of Theta Chi Fraternity at Washington State University. Moore fell from a
ledge last August and injured his back. He
successfully had spinal surgery and is now
in physical therapy.

Boeing Classic looking for volunteers

Volunteers are at the heart of what makes the Boeing Classic a unique and rewarding experience
for the Greater Seattle community. The region’s premier golf event features legends of the game
from the PGA Tour’s Champions Tour – Fred Couples, Tom Kite, Mark O’Meara, and more - and
all funds raised from the summer event stay right here in our community to benefit several local
charities, most notably the world-renowned Benaroya Research Institute at Virginia Mason Medical
Center. In just six years the Boeing Classic has raised more than $3 million dollars and that in large
part is due to the incredible volunteers who contribute their time, energy and passion.
The official Boeing Classic volunteer package includes items that will make the experience
worth your while, including:
• 2 high-quality Nike polo shirts with embroidered Boeing Classic logo
• 1 Nike ½ zip performance fleece with Boeing Classic logo
• 1 cap or visor (your choice) with embroidered Boeing Classic logo
• 1 knapsack with Boeing Classic logo
• 2 week-long admission passes for family members/friends
• Free, preferred parking on the days you work
• Shuttle to/from volunteer parking on your work days
• Lunch vouchers for the days you work
• Free snacks and beverages
• 15% discount on non-sale items at the tournament Merchandise Center
For more information, log on to www.BoeingClassic.com or call 206.381.7830.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

• GOLF INSTRUCTION •

•  Page 12  •

       • Inside Golf - June Issue 2011  •

As a swing coach for almost twenty five
years and over 20,000 lessons taught under
my belt, I have heard every imaginable line
from my students.  The one I tire of the most
is “I hit balls like a champ at the range, then
like a chump on the course!” Raise your hand
if you’ve given your golf professional this
line…yeah, I need a calculator to count all of
those hands coming in from golf land.
One of my top priorities is gaining my
student’s trust in building a golf swing that
is good for the long haul.  If you really want
to make score-changing modifications, stop
reading every article in the golf magazines
or thinking “I’ve got the secret now” when
watching an instruction tip on the golf channel.  
Instead, invest your cash, time, heart and soul
into a swing coach that is in it for long haul,
too.

Brett
Wilkinson

Golf instruction: Play like you mean business

Last month, I gave over 200 lessons asking every student what their practice-time and
on-course swing thoughts were.  About 60%
said they have one or two swing thoughts when
they practice, but admitted having 5 or more
when they play.  Their ball striking was great at
the driving range and in swing sessions, but a

crap shoot on the golf course. Hello! No pressure at the driving range to perform…you’re
working on bettering one or two areas of your
swing mechanics and your swing is more fluid.  
On the golf course, more pressure, usually self
induced, because you start thinking about 83
swing thoughts.  So, your tension mounts, your
brain is racing faster than Secretariat, no trust
in your swing, and you have train wrecks on
way too many holes. My point is this:  The golf
swing happens too fast to get bogged down
with too many swing thoughts …. so, keep it
simple.
Most amateur golfers seek out, or are
given, unsolicited advice from their family,
friends, co-workers, and even strangers they
get paired with at the track.  Or, they jack up
their Visa card buying ill-fit clubs from some
20 year old who has no idea what he’s doing.  
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know, because I was that 20 year old a few
presidents ago!
For starters, stop listening to golf advice
from people who don’t make a living breaking down, rebuilding, and strengthening golf
swings.  To put it bluntly, that’s like asking your
friend, the car salesman, to extract one of your
teeth.  Find a coach who you trust with your
swing, your equipment needs, and your body’s
limitations. If you don’t know one, ask golfers
you trust for solid swing coach referrals.  Share
your golf pain with a trained professional who
has some serious reps under his/her belt, and
put your trust in them to make you a better
player.  
Get a swing coach who will give you one or
two things to work on during your lessons and
practice time, and one or two swing thoughts

See Wilkinson, Page 15
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Everyone wants to score lower.  I know
I do.  The quickest way to improve scoring is around the greens.  This month lets
take a thumbnail look at a few aspects of
putting.
I always express at my clinics and
lessons that people focus 80% on line
and only 20% on speed.  I feel it should
be the opposite.  Speed, speed, speed.
People three putt because of poor speed
not poor line.   When I putt best I have
proper speed control.
If I have great speed I have more trust.  
I also have great speed when I have target
focus rather than mechanical focus.  Ben
Crenshaw  has stressed this concept to
me on many occasions.  He told me he
has never putted well thinking about his
stroke.  Hit many putts 30-50 feet focused
on speed.  Use an intuitive look at the line
and a focused feel on speed, 80% speed
and only 20% on line.
A second key to putting growth is “hit
the ball solid.”  Hit the ball on the sweet
spot of the putter.  Practice this skill.  Yes,
it is a skill.  Yes, it can be practiced.  A
helpful drill is to place a quarter on the
green.   Stroke the quarter and make it
move.  It’s tougher than it looks.
Thirdly, a solid set up is important for
consistent putting.   When a player has
their forearms on the same plane as the
putter shaft and each other many stroke
flaws will disappear. Bending forward with
the upper torso to where the shoulders
are close to parallel to the ground will
create a straighter back stroke.   This
occurs because the arms swing down
the shoulder line.  

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: It’s more important
to focus on your speed when putting

Personally, I have found success setting up a bit underneath or to the right at
address.  This way I can see the line better.  
Again putting with your eyes focused on
the target is very big.  
My hands are over the ball at address
rather than behind.  Ben Crenshaw and
Morris Hatalsky turned me on to this years
ago.
To work on the mechanics of my putting stroke I often use a 2 x 4 turned up
on it’s side.  I stroke the putter with the
toe rubbing on the board.  I also do the
same with the heel of the putter rubbing
and following the board.  You can also hit
putts doing this drill.
• Speed
• Solid hit
• Solid set up
• Use the 2 x 4

Jeff Coston is an 12-time Pacific
Northwest PGA Player of the Year.  
He can be reached for appointment at
360.201.4590.

Coston sets dates
for summer camps

Jeff Coston, the director of instruction at
Semiahmoo Resort in Blaine, has announced
the dates for his summer golf school with
award-winning teacher Mike Bender.
Coston’s school at Semiahmoo with
Bender will take place July 2-10, 2011.
Bender is the 2009 PGA Teacher of the
Year and swing coach to former Masters
champion Zach Johnson. he also is the
swing coach for two-time PGA Tour winner
Jonathan Byrd.
For more information to sign up for the
camp, call Jeff Coston at 360.201.4590.
Also see the web site www.jeffcoston.com
for more info.
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U.S. Junior Am
players will get
a dinner treat:
A floating meal

Scott Alexander was astonished at what
he was seeing at Trump National Golf
Club. The host club of the 2009 U.S. Junior
Championships had spared no expense in
providing the 312 participants (156 boys
and 156 girls) a memorable experience at
its Welcome Party.
Alexander, the director of golf at Gold
Mountain Golf Club in Bremerton, Wash.,
had arrived in Bedminster, N.J., on a scouting
mission for the 2011 U.S. Junior Amateur.
He immediately wondered what his publicly
owned facility could do to create an equally
memorable experience for the contestants in
two years’ time.
Upon returning to the Pacific Northwest,
an idea hit Alexander. With a U.S. Navy base
just down the road from Gold Mountain, he
wondered about the possibility of hosting a
pre-championship function on board one of
the ships.
It took 18 months of hard work and planning to get the necessary approvals, but the
effort paid off for Alexander and the 2011
U.S. Junior Amateur committee. The players’
dinner for the 2011 championship will take
place July 17 aboard the USS John C. Stennis,
the seventh Nimitz-class nuclear-powered
super carrier in the U.S. Navy fleet.
Approximately 750 people, including
players, parents, USGA and championship
officials and other invited guests, are expected to attend the dinner. Johnny Miller, one
of two players to win a U.S. Junior Amateur
and U.S. Open (Tiger Woods is the other),
will serve as the guest speaker.

• WOMEN’s GOLF •
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Dear Kathy
I’m pretty new to the game of golf, I’ve
taken some lessons and hit some balls,
but I’ve never been on a golf course.  I
do have friends that play, which is why
I took up the game, but I’m reluctant to
ask to go out with them.  How do I know
if I’m ready for the course and what’s the
next step in getting into the game?
                                                   Ginger

Hi Ginger:
Golf is about the only game you learn
in one place and play in another.   My
criteria for students to be ready for the
course is at least five lessons, three on
the full swing and two lessons on the

Kathy
DeNeui

Women’s Golf: When is new golfer ready for course?

short game, chipping and putting.   My
students then are expected to hit three
buckets of balls between each lesson
and practice their chipping and putting
drills.  At this point new golfers should
be making contact with every ball, and

fairly good contact with about one out
of every three balls.  I would then want
them to get out on the course.  
Here’s one idea that I would suggest:
ask your friends if you can come out and
walk the golf course with them to learn
about rules, etiquette and how to keep
up the pace of play.  Your first trip outdon’t take your clubs, just walk, listen,
and learn.  Your instructor may also offer
a golf course orientation and take you
on the course and show you how to get
around.  
After you’ve done this, go for it.  Ask
your friends if you can join them.   Be
prepared to be nervous so commit to
your pre-shot routine, and ONE practice
swing with every shot.  Please pay atten-
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tion to keeping up with the group ahead
of you, and if you’re struggling hitting
the ball, PICK IT UP, put it in your pocket
and practice putting when you get to the
green.  On the next hole you get to start
over.  If you do this people will be happy
to have you join them, but if your group
has to wait for you every shot, you may
not get a second invitation.
Lastly, ask around about leagues for
new golfers.  It’s a great way to meet new
friends, play with women that are about
your level and get in a regular game.

Kathy DeNeui is an LPGA teaching
professional at the Columbia Super
Range in Everett. She can be reached at
425.338.24.24
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This month’s article is the second of a
two-part article by Paul Lucien. Last month
he outlined the method by which handicaps
are computed and why they are used. This
month, he talks about the importance of
timely posting of handicaps, as well as
the importance of accuracy and honesty
in reporting scores.

Once a player has joined a club, he or
she will turn in or post his or her scores
following every round, most often electronically by using a computer in the clubhouse
or, if the club uses the GHIN service, by
using any computer. The USGA GHIN
System handles all the computations and
should issue handicap indexes twice a
month on the 1st and the 15th.
Getting players to post their scores has
become a challenge and it is incumbent
on all of us to help our playing partners
remember to post those scores. It also
is important that golf courses who host
outside tournaments (for other than for
their own members) take the responsibility to see that their tournament scores are
posted and handicap indexes are verified
before competitions begin.  
The last bastion of protection for us
against “sand baggers” is the component
of the handicapping system that is based
on just tournament scores. This function
of the system discards a player’s handicap
index and recalculates it when a player
has posted tournament scores that reflect
a better potential for scoring than their
handicap index might otherwise indicate.
This is another built-in protection for the

Mike
Peluso

Handicapping: Guest columnist says the posting
of timely scores will help keep the handicaps fair

rest of the field, and is designed to prevent a player from posting high or inflated
scores in regular rounds, and then using
that inflated handicap in competitions.
It is an unfortunate part of our society
that some golfers will intentionally manipulate their indexes, to give themselves
a competitive advantage by refusing to
post their better scores. The USGA handicapping manual is very clear that rounds
must be posted with very few exceptions.
Even when playing match play the scores
must be posted. This includes the “vanity
handicaps” which occur when a player only
posts their low scores in an effort to have
an artificially low handicap index, which is
a bit amusing since most players can tell
very quickly whether or not a player has
the ability to play to their handicap.
However, when a club hosts an event in
which teams are selected by A, B, C or D
players (A being the best player etc.) they
disadvantage the team significantly when
they have no real potential to play to their
listed index. And finally, in individual com-

petitions they significantly put themselves
at a disadvantage for two reasons: 1) They
probably won’t have a chance in the gross
division because they really can’t shoot
scores low enough to compete, and 2) they
won’t have much of a chance in the handicap division because they’ll be deducting a
low handicap from what will probably be a
high gross score. It’s a pretty self-defeating
practice for the opportunity to boast about
having a low handicap.
Now can you imagine playing in a tournament and a player in your group wants to
take a mulligan or two during the round?
You paid your money, and they paid theirs.
It’s doubtful you would stand for that. Well,
if that player doesn’t post all their scores
it becomes the equivalent of them taking
a mulligan or two during your tournament
or competition.
You cannot depend on golf courses to
look out for you and understandably local
club pros shy away from getting into that
quagmire.
Club handicap committees have several
tools at their disposal for ensuring that
players follow the handicap guidelines that
can range from posting penalty scores on
one end to withdrawing a player’s index
altogether on the other end.
The system is not perfect for sure.  But if
we are ever to get good enough data to
make changes that improve it we all need
to use it as intended and then let the USGA
amend it as necessary.   The handicap
system is only as good as the data we all
put into it and only as reliable as you and
I make it.
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By all means join a club near your become a member of the handicap system.  
There is no better way to chart your progress in golf.
And finally, post your scores.   All of
them.

Paul Lucien is a rules official with the
USGA, PNGA and other golf organizations.

Wilkinson

Continued from Page 12
when you play. I’ve taught a lot of golfers
the past 2 ½ decades, and quite a few
of them are incredible players who’ve
won some big events.   Under pressure,
those outstanding players have one swing
thought…and they stick to it.
By the way, last month, that 40% of
my students who had one or two swing
thoughts when they practiced and played,
all had good news to report.  Most had shot
their best round of the early golf season;
several had excellent ball-striking rounds;
two had holes-in-one; and 7 had career-low
rounds.
Quick swing thought re-cap:   Keep it
simple, silly!
Brett Wilkinson is a regional manager
for GolfTEC and PGA Director of Instruction. He can be reached at bwilkinson@
golftec.com or 425.454.7956.

