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Dates set for the professionals to
hit the Pacific Northwest in 2010
The  pro tours will hit the NW again, including the LPGA
Tour at Pumpkin Ridge Aug. 20-22 (pictured right). Other
events including the Boeing Classic  Aug. 27-29 (Snoqualmie
Ridge), U.S. Senior Open July 29-Aug. 1 (Sahalee) and
Jeld-Wen Tradition Aug. 19-22 at Crosswater.

WHAT’S NEW
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UW’s Nick Taylor
gets to be a part
of Olympic torch
run for Vancouver
To say that the last 12 months for Nick
Taylor have been a whirlwind might be
the understatement of the year. But, this
past week might have been right at the
top of his
“Where’s
Waldo?”type of
life.
After
spending
a week
in Hawaii
and helping the
Husky golf
team to a
secondplace finish at the
Mauna Lani Invitational (he was fourth
among all individuals), Taylor hopped on
a plane back to the mainland. Unlike his
teammates who returned to their normal
college lives, Taylor scurried back home
to Abbottsford, British Columbia to
carry the Olympic Torch for his native
country.
“It wasn’t quite what I expected,”
said Taylor. “There were people out on
the streets cheering. I was the next to
last person to carry the torch before it
entered into a stadium with 12 to 14
thousand fans waiting.”
What also wasn’t expected was that
Taylor originally was supposed to carry
the torch for a stretch during the stop
in Merritt, B.C., several hours outside
of Vancouver. Fortunately, at the last
minute, Taylor got to carry the torch in
his hometown of Abbottsford.
The task only required Taylor to carry
the 10-pound torch for about 300 meters
before passing it onto the next person.
Despite the short duration of his stint
as torch-bearer, it was an experience
Taylor will never forget.
“Once-in-a-lifetime,” was how he
described it.

Rules Quiz
A player needing to drop a ball in a difficult
situation decides to make a “test drop” to
see where the ball may come to rest.  This
situation is not covered by the Rules so there
is no penalty. True  or  False? See Page 2
for answer.
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NW in national golf spotlight in 2010
The Pacific Northwest will be squarely in the national golfing
spotlight in 2010 with a pair of events which will attract attention
from all over the country – and the world.
First up will be the United States Senior Open, set for July 29Aug. 1 at Sahalee Country Club in Sammamish (pictured right).
The top players on the Champions Tour will take part, including
Seattle native Fred Couples who is acting as the honorary chairman for the event. Sahalee has hosted a pair of big-time events in
the last few years, including the PGA Championship and the NEC
Invitational.
The U.S. Amateur will be played at Chambers Bay Aug. 23-29,
featuring the top amateur players from the United States and from
around the world. Chambers Bay and the Home Course will both
host the qualifying rounds for the tournament before the match play
shifts to Chambers Bay.
Chambers Bay will also be the host course for the 2015 United
States Open.

Destination: Emerald Valley

There is plenty to like about golf
in Oregon - especially if you head
down the Willamette Valley and
find a place like Emerald Valley
in Creswell (a few miles south of
Eugene), which is owned by Jim
Pliska. There is a new Comfort
Inn and Suites (right) to stay at
when playing Emerald Valley. The
course is considered one of the
best in the state and is home to
the University of Ore. golf teams.
For more, please see inside this
section.
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Couples says he
will play in both
U.S. Senior Open
and Boeing Classic

The Boeing Classic received good news
when Seattle native Fred Couples indicated he will play in this year’s Champions
Tour event at
the TPC at
Snoqualmie
Ridge.
Couples,
50, is a rookie on the tour
for players 50
and older. He
finished second to Tom
Watson in his
debut in January.
Couples will be
playing in two
local events
in a span of
a month this summer. He is the honorary
chairman for the U.S. Senior Open at Sahalee
in Sammamish from July 29-Aug. 1. The
Boeing Classic is Aug. 27-29. Couples is
the honorary chairman for the U.S. Senior
Open.
Couples said in an interview with the
Champions Tour that he is looking forward
to playing in both events.
“The Boeing Classic ... I hope to play
every single year, even if I’m 60 or so and
hacking it around, because I grew up there,”
said Couples, who has won 15 times on the
PGA Tour, including the 1992 Masters.
Couples said his goal this season is to
play in 12 PGA Tour events and 10 on the
Champions Tour.
“I haven’t played 22 events for 20 years,”
he told the Champions Tour. “That’s a goal.
People want to know a goal. It’s not winning, it’s really to see if I can play that many
tournaments.”
Couples said he plans to be strictly a
Champions Tour player next year.
©All Rights Reserved
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Mitch McCullough remembers the winter of 2007-2008 like it was yesterday. He
was sitting in the clubhouse at Riverside
Golf Course in Chehalis as the waters
from the Chehalis River rose. And rose.
And rose some more.
He remembers the water covering the
golf course and spilling into the clubhouse,
where it was two feet high. He remembers parking his car on a nearby levee,
only to watch the car float off in the flood
waters. It was called a 500-year flood and
the waters from the Chehalis River were
everywhere.
The golf course shut down in early
December and didn’t even re-open until
March. There was all kinds of debris on
the course, including toys, furniture and
just about anything else you can think of
that floats. As bad as that flood was, the
winter before and the winter after were
no picnic either.
In 2006-2007, the river flowed out of
its banks twice in the winter months and a
wind storm blew down 40 trees. And last
year, more water made it difficult again
for the course to do any business at all.
“It’s been one bad winter after another,” said McCullough. “Water everywhere
and no golfers.”
But this winter is different. This winter, Mother Nature is cooperating. The
course has been open the entire winter,
and barring an unforeseen deluge of rain,
Riverside should remain open throughout
the rest of the winter. The banks of the
Chehalis River have not been threatened
at all and golfers have been flocking to
the course to take advantage of the good
weather and the good course conditions.
“Things are so good this winter that

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

So far, so good at Riverside in Chehalis
when it comes to handling Mother Nature

we are mowing the fairways and greens
a couple of times a week,” said McCullough. “It’s been a great winter. This
has been a long time coming for us.”
McCullough was involved in buying the
course four years ago, but since then has
sold his investment but still works at the

course. He’s seen the vicious winters.
Along the way, the clubhouse has had to
be re-modeled because of flood damage,
the course has suffered extensive damage
and trees have been blown down.
But now, Riverside is in terrific shape
for the winter and 50 trees have been
planted. So far, so good this winter. And
the golfers have been responding, filling the course during the week and on
weekends.
“We deserved a winter like this after
what we’ve been through,” said McCullough. “Everything is in shape. It’s
our fourth winter with the course and we
finally get a good one.”

Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf.
He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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Rules Answer
Answer: False.  As the player never intended
to put the ball in play the ball is not in play.  The
Rules of Golf do contemplate this procedure.  As
such in equity  (Rule 1-4) and analogous to decision
20-4/2 the penalty is loss of hole in match play
and two strokes in stroke play.
• Editor’s note: Thanks to Paul Lucien
for his rules insights.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

•  Page 4  •

• In THE NEWS •

•  Inside Golf - March Issue 2010  •

Pierce County could be close to a clubhouse deal for
Chambers Bay; Sanders extends deal with Boise Open

Chambers Bay just might be getting close
to getting some needed buildings.
Pierce County is in negotiations with a
California developer to build a clubhouse,
a hotel, a retail center and other facilities at
Chambers Bay Golf Course.
Details are not completely put together,
and the developer – Venture-Hospitality of
San Bruno – must still find financing for the
project to get it all done.
Should the two sides reach a deal, Chambers Bay would get the clubhouse and other
facilities by 2014.
A permanent clubhouse for the University
Place golf course, which has been using a
temporary facility since it opened in 2007.
A hotel featuring 85 to 124 rooms, including 10 detached guest cottages. The hotel
would be built at the bottom of the hill below
the current clubhouse.
A retail center at the top of the hill. A
“memorandum of understanding” between
Pierce County and the developer indicates
that the center might include a family-style
restaurant, a coffee shop, a bakery, a bike
shop and other retail services.
A beach house along Puget Sound that
would promote boating, fishing, dining and
other recreation.
A “cultural center” that might include
such facilities as a children’s “discovery
center,” an IMAX theater, a conference
center or a sound stage for concerts.
The preliminary agreement does not
specify the total cost of the project. Previously, county officials have said such a
development could cost up to $80 million.
But those estimates are no longer valid.

The agreement states that the new facilities must be open by April 2014, more
than a year before Chambers Bay hosts
the U.S. Open in June 2015. The facilities
aren’t needed for the championship, but the
county wants any bugs worked out well in
advance.

Portland-based Jeff Sanders
Promotions extends Boise deal

Jeff Sanders, President and CEO of Jeff
Sanders, Promotions, Inc. (JSP), announced
the Portland, Ore.-based company has
reached an agreement with Albertsons parent company Supervalu and the PGA Tour’s
Nationwide Tour to extend the Albertsons
Boise Open presented by Kraft a minimum
of an additional three years.  The new pact,
which begins in 2011, will take the tournament through 2013, its 24th year.
The Albertsons Boise Open presented by
Kraft, which celebrated its 20th anniversary
in 2009, is one of only four tournaments that
have been a part of the Nationwide Tour
since its inception in 1990 and the only
tournament to have the same title sponsor
throughout that duration.  The tournament is
continually one of the most successful stops
on the Tour and has generated more money
for charity than any other Nationwide Tour
event.
The 2009 event raised more than $1.2
million for Idaho non-profit organizations,
setting a single event record for the Nationwide Tour and pushing the total amount
raised for charities in the tournament’s 20year history passed $10.7 million.

The new agreement for JSP comes on
the heels of the company’s announcement
that it has secured a brand new Nationwide
Tour event in Jacksonville, Fla.  JSP recently
reached an agreement with Winn-Dixie
Stores, Inc., the PGA Tour and the Nationwide Tour to produce the Winn-Dixie
Jacksonville Open, which will debut October
18-24, 2010 at the famed TPC Sawgrass, .

Washington golf team finishes
second with Oregon in Hawaii

Washington mounted a furious comeback
on the last couple of holes of the Mauna Lani
Invitational - led by an 18th-hole birdie by
fourth-place individual finisher Nick Taylor
- and the Huskies ended up tied for second
out of 22 teams in the squad’s first test of
the spring.
The Huskies entered the final day of action in first place by two strokes, but could
not continue the momentum they built up on
Thursday. They fell as far as fifth place before two birdies down the stretch by Richard
Lee and Taylor’s final birdie moved them
into a tie with Oregon at +5 (869). Stanford
won the tournament after collectively shooting a 2-under 286 in the final round to get
to +2 (866) overall.
Taylor provided much of the punch for
the Dawgs the last three days. He had his
worse round of the tournament with an
even-par 72 and finish 3-under 213 overall.
Taylor entered the day in second place, but
was hurt by three bogeys on the back nine
to drop out of contention. Bobby Hudson of
Texas shot a 6-under 66 on Friday and was

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

7-under overall to win the individual title.
Another bright spot for the Huskies was
the steady play of undaunted freshman
Charlie Hughes. He finished the tournament
tied for 10th after shooting a 1-over 73 on
Friday. He was +1 overall.
Chris Williams became the third Husky
freshman to ever win a tournament title and
Washington was second overall in the team
standings in the Battle of the Beach.
Williams, from Moscow, Idaho, went
from a non-qualifier for the Huskies first
spring tournament of the season to a tournament champion in a matter of a week. He
shot an even-par 71 in the final round at
Pelican Hill Golf Course to stake claim to
a share of medalist honors with Arkansas’
David Lingmerth.
Washington combined to shoot a 3-under
352 on the day and ended up 9-under overall
for the tournament. UCLA combined to shoot
a 7-under for the day and ended up 10-under
for the victory. Arkansas turned in the lowest
round of the tournament with a 9-under 346
to tie Washington for second overall.

Riverside sets dates for
annual Spring Classic

Riverside Golf Course in Chehalis will be
hosting its annual Spring Classic May 1-2,
2010.
The tournament will feature two-player
teams playing two days of best-ball tournament action at Riverside.
For more information see the website www.playriversidegolf.com or call
360.748.8182.
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Northwest golfers Prugh,
Moore making some noise

Touring golf professionals from the Pacific Northwest are making some serious
noise on the PGA and Champions Tour so
far during the 2010 season.
On the PGA Tour, former University of
Washington golfer Alex Prugh from Spokane seems to be a threat to win every time
he tees it up.
In his first five tournaments, Prugh has
finished no worse than a tie for 27th and has
two fifth-place finishes so far, including at
the Bob Hope Classic and Farmers Insurance Open. His best check is $200,000 he
won at the Farmers. He was in the top 10 at  
the AT&T at Pebble Beach before finishing
in a tie for 27th.
Ryan Moore of Puyallup has also started
fast finishing sixth at the SBS Championship and tie for 10th at the Hope. Look for
another big year for Moore,
On the Champions Tour, rookie Fred
Couples of Seattle is serving notice that he
could win just about every time out. Couples
used a sponsor’s invite to finish second at
the season-opening Mitsubishi Classic and
then won the Ace Group Classic in Florida
by making a birdie on the 17th hole. Couples
won over $400,000 in just his first two starts
alone on the Champions Tour.
On the LPGA Tour, the ladies have yet
to play a tournament in the United States,
but that will finally come in March when
the LPGA Tour tee it up at the Kia Motors
Classic at La Costa. Yakima native Paige
Mackenzie will be looking for her first career victory on the LPGA Tour while Wendy
Ward of Edwall, Wash., just outside of Spokane, will look for another top performance
on the money list. Ward started her season

with a tournament in Thailand where she
won $3,995. The event was open to the top
money winners from the 2009 season.

Northwest golf designer,
owner Jack Frei passes away

Jack Frei, who helped design several Pacific Northwest golf courses, died at the age
of 65 after battling cancer for 18 months.
Frei might be best known for his design
work as he created Bear Creek Country Club
in Woodinville, Wash., Echo Falls in Woodinville, Desert Canyon in Orondo, Wash.
and McCormick Woods in Port Orchard,
Wash.
Frei helped develop and run Desert
Canyon for 12 years and his course design
is continually ranked among the best in the
Northwest. Notable holes include the par-5
sixth, a 600-yard monster that runs along the
edge of a cliff and offers a dramatic view of
the Columbia River.
Frei played golf for the University of
Washington golf team.

First Tee National School
Program benefits Auburn

The First Tee National School Program
will be holding a fundraiser to help support
the Auburn School District.
The event, called Golf FORE Auburn
Schools, will be held April 29 at Meridian
Valley Country Club in Kent.
Meridian Valley assistant professional
Robyn Lorain is conducting the event and
you can reach her for information at robynlynn@pga.com or call 253.631.3133 for
additional info.
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NW players on the pro tours
Events through Feb. 21, 2010
PGA Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 164th on list with $26,880
• Ben Crane • Portland • 5th on list with $1,105,660
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 190th on the list with $15,438
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • No cuts made
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 35th on list with $380,173
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 19th on list with $585,246
• Jeff Quinney • Eugene • 94th on list with $124,065
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 205th on list with $8,949
Nationwide Tour
• Jess Daley • Kent • 43rd on list with $4,258
• Craig Kanada • Portland • No events yet
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • No events yet
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • $23,850 in PGA Tour winnings
Champions Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 1st on list with $436,000
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 34th on list with $38,540
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 40th on list with $34,696
LPGA Tour
• Louise Friberg • Univ. of Washington • No events yet
• Allison Hanna-Williams • Portland • No events yet
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • No events yet
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • No events yet
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • 49th on list with $3,995
• Kim Welch • Washington State University • No events yet

Did you know….
• In the “Casual Golf Days” events orga-

nized and administered
by the Washington
State Golf Association
throughout the state,
100% of the event’s
proceeds go to the
host course, as a way
of helping to bring
people, revenue and
rounds of golf to area courses.  
In promoting the health of the game of golf in
Washington, the WSGA holds its Casual Golf Days
at some of the area’s most enjoyable courses,
public and private, with October venues being Wine
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Valley GC (in Walla Walla, Wash.), Coeur d’Alene
Resort and Chambers Bay. Visit www.thewsga.org
for more information.
• Julie Wells, who last year worked at the OGA
as a Communications Coordinator, is pursuing
her professional tour
career after qualifying
for the Duramed Futures
Tour. Wells was born
and raised in Eugene
and played golf at the
University of Oregon.
Wells qualified for the
Duramed Tour this year
after  placing high in the qualifying school. She also
took part in the Golf Channel’s Big Break show.
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Central Oregon Shootout set for April 23-25

The three-day Central Oregon Shootout
is set for April 23-25 at three of Central
Oregon’s top golf courses.
The event features two-player teams taking part in a variety of formats throughout
the three days, including scramble, chapman
and bestball.
The event will be held at EagleCrest Resort, Black Butte Resort and Aspen Lakes.
Entry fee is $550 and limited to the first 150
teams who sign up by April 14. A total of
six divisions will be included in the tournament, one gross, four net and one ladies. A
maximum of six strokes is the differential
between partners.
The first day will be a scramble format,
the second day will be a best-ball while the

chapman format will conclude the tournament.
Entry fee includes green fees, carts,
practice balls, tee gift, continental breakfast,
lunch and a merchandise payout.
For information call 541.549.4653,
541.595.1294 or 541.923.4653.

WSGA will finish off winter
series with two more tournaments

The Washington State Golf Association
will finish off its 2010 winter series with a
pair of events.
Host courses include; Bellevue Golf
Course, Oakbrook Golf and Country Club,
The Cedars at Dungeness, and Apple Tree
Golf Resort.

The remaining two tournaments will be
an individual stroke play event at the Cedars
at Dungeness on March 26 and a two-player
best-ball event at Apple Tree in Yakima on
April 9.
Online entries are available by clicking
on the proper links below.  The tournament
series is open to men and women amateurs
who are in good standing of a WSGA
member club and have a USGA Handicap
Index not exceeding 36.4 for men and 40.4
for women. Formats include Stableford,
Individual Stroke Play, 2-Person Best-Ball
(Four-Ball), and 2-person Scramble.
The entry fee of $70.00 per player, per event
will cover greens fees, range balls, championship prizes and a merchandise payout.
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The field will be broken into flights based
on gender and handicap index.

Pacific Amateur sets new
dates for 2010 tournament

The Northwest Dodge Dealers Pacific
Amateur Golf Classic has changed its dates
for the 2010 season. The event, to be held
August 30 - September 4, 2010, is open to all
amateur golfers who possess an established
USGA Handicap.
The three-day, net, stroke-play tournament, culminating in playoff competition
at Sunriver Resort’s Crosswater, is played
on Central Oregon’s finest golf courses.
Central Oregon has been ranked #23 in the
Top 50 Golf Destinations.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

Destination:
Emerald Valley
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Brad Leiken, the general manager and
head professional at Emerald Valley in Creswell, Oregon, likes to think of his course
as a “tournament course.” And why not?
the course, located just minutes from the
University of Oregon campus, has hosted
some of the top events in the Northwest and
was voted as the best course in Oregon from
the tips.
Emerald Valley, owned by Jim Pliska, has
hosted U.S. Open qualifiers, Oregon high
school championships, the PNGA men’s
Amateur and is the home course for the
Duck men’s and women’s golf teams.
“We’ve got a great tournament course
here,” said Leiken. “Just ask some of the
guys who have played in the qualifiers for
the U.S. Open.”
But Emerald Valley is also user friendly.
The course can play anywhere from 5,347
yards to 7,148 yards and offers a serene setting along the coast fork of the Willamette
River. The course has made some nice
improvements to keep up their reputation
of one of the best-conditioned courses in
the area. A project to re-model many of the
bunkers has been completed and a new tee
box has stretched the par-5 13th hole to over
600 yard. In fact, no one has yet to reach the
green on the 13th hole in two shots since the
new tee box has been open for play.
The signature hole must be the 14th hole,
a winding par-4 which stretches to 453 yards
and features two ponds and a new bunker
complex near the green.
What also makes the course stand out is
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Emerald Valley Golf Course

• Where: Creswell, Oregon
• Course: Par-72, 7,148 yards
• General Manager/Head
Professional: Brad Leiken
• Owner: Jim Pliska
• Course facts: Emerald Valley plays home to the University of
Oregon men’s and women’s teams.
Memberships for families and individuals are available. Course was ranked
the course of the year in Oregon in
2004.
• Rates: Starting May 1, rates
are $45 during the week and $50
weekends.
• Information: 541.895.2174 or
www.emeraldvalleygolf.com.
that every hole is tree-lined, meaning the
tee shot must be straight or second shots
will be played through the trees. The course
stretches out over the 170 acres it has been
built on.
A new Comfort Inn and Suites has been
built by the owners of the course, and
sits minutes from the course and just off
Interstate-5. Stay and play packages have
been put together from $149 and includes a
night’s lodging, golf and more.
Green fees are $45 during the week and
$50 on weekends. Memberships are available for individuals and families.
Call 541.895.2174 for information.

Emerald Valley is home to the Oregon golf teams and a great practice area (bottom).

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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University of Washington
driving range looks new

The University of Washington has some
terrific athletic facilities when it comes to
football, basketball and softball. But don’t
forget about golf. The University of Washington Driving Range is a place that looks
new after some recent improvements.
Complete with its own parking lot, the
range has 43 stalls, including 20 which are
covered. The hitting area is spacious and
features plenty of targets to hit at.
In the last two years, the range has
made plenty of improvements including a
renovated lobby in the pro shop, new target
greens, a new chipping green and tee line
upgrades which include new mats and balls.
Future plans include lights and perhaps

some heaters for the covered stalls.
“The improvements have made a huge
difference in terms of appearance,” said Jim
Seagren, the manager of the range. “We are
kind of the only game around this area for
practice.”
The range is open to UW students and to
the golfing public as well. And the prices are
right - it costs $5.75 for a large bucket for
the public and $3 for students.
It’s also become a place for students to
get work experience. Students run the range
inside and out, getting work experience
and making money for college at the same
time.
For information call 206.543.8759.

• Page 11  •

The University of Washington driving range is open to students and the public.
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Last month I played a pro-am event
at Pebble Beach and Spyglass Hill on
the Monterey Peninsula. If you have not
played or walked those courses it is a
must at any price.   This year’s United
States Open will be at the famed Pebble
Beach Golf Links.  The last time I played
Pebble was the 2000 U.S. Open.  I had
my son Tyler on the bag.  Tyler has caddied for me since age 12.  He has carried
for Tom Lehman and many other tour
pro’s.
In 2000 Tyler was 19.  We were near
the top of the leader board after round
1.  Tiger Wood’s won the Open that year
by at least a dozen.  I finished 50th.  Tiger beat me by 29 shots.  He was extra
special again.
I believe Tiger Woods will tee it up
at Pebble Beach this year in the 2010
United States Open.  I’d like to be there
again myself.  Pebble Beach looks good
to my eye.  I shot 70 the first round of
the pro-am which was low for the day.
The rough cut for the U.S. Open was
set.  They moved the rough in and this
year the USGA is forcing the players to
hit more toward the water and cliffs on
6, 8, 9 and 10.  They have added more
bunkers and lengthened many of the
holes.  The course was long before.  The
committee assured me that no one will
be under par in the 2010 United States
Open.  Sounds scary!  Add the wind and
no one under par could be a real possibility.  
Number 7 at Pebble Beach is a 95-yard
downhill par 3 along the ocean.  Number
7 shows that a hole need not be long to

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: Pebble Beach will be
tougher than ever for 2010 U.S. Open

be a great hole.  I’ve hit a sand wedge
to the par three and I’ve also hit a 6 iron.  
The wind, that is normally into your face
along the ocean, could be crazy at times.  
The 2010 Open would be a super year to
walk Pebble Beach.
Last month I also went to a PGA Teaching Seminar at Bandon Dunes.  Bandon
is a favorite of mine.  Each course has its
own character but the ocean holes and
the inland holes are all fabulous.  Another
must do experience.
The keynote speaker was Fred Shoemaker.  Fred has authored Extraordinary
Golf and Extraordinary Putting.   I was
intrigued by Fred.   His outlook and approach to teaching and philosophy refreshed me.  Fred is very authentic.  He
thinks outside the box.   He sharpened
and challenged me.   I appreciated the
time he took for my questions.   I want
to be a more effective coach, player and
person.
I would encourage Fred Shoemaker
and his book, Extraordinary Golf.  It was
a worthwhile time for me.

Photo by J R Johnson
Coston at Pebble Beach
Golf weather is just around the corner.  
I would encourage you to dust off the
clubs and make a few swings.
I’ve done two things this winter I never
thought I’d do.  I have a hybrid in my bag,
(everyone should) and I have a website.  
Check out jeffcoston.com.

Jeff Coston is an 11-time Pacific
Northwest PGA Player of the Year.  He
can be reached for an appointment by
Semiahmoo Resort at 360-201-4590.
Also see www.jeffcoston.com for more
information.
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OGA Golf Tour
set for ‘10 debut

This season, an exciting new competition series will be administered by
the OGA for golfers of all skill levels
with three distinct competitive series
(Individual, Partner and Senior) where
competitors have the opportunity to earn
points in order to qualify for the OGA
Tour Championship.   The OGA Tour
will debut its 2010 schedule at Riverside
G&CC on Monday, April 19 and will
conclude with the inaugural OGA Tour
Championship on Saturday, October 23,
2010 at Bandon Dunes Golf Course.
All full-field events will have flighted
divisions and net and gross prizes totaling over $2,000. Select events will
have hole-in-one packages, including a
trip to the Masters Tournament valued
at $20,000. In addition to great prizes,
golfers will earn points toward qualification into the season-ending OGA Tour
Championship to be held on October 23
at Bandon Dunes Golf Resort.
Entry into each series event will be
just $69.

2010 OGA Golf Tour
April 19 – Riverside G&CC - Portland
April 25 – Camas Meadows GC - Camas
May 21 – Diamond Woods GC - Monroe
May 28 – Heron Lakes GC (Great Blue)
June 6 – Sandpines GC - Florence
June 11 – Awbrey Glen GC - Bend
June 26 – Stone Creek GC - Oregon City
July 17 – Michelbook CC - McMinnville
August 11 – The Reserve Vineyards - Aloha
September 13 – Creekside GC - Salem
September 18 – Spring Hill CC - Albany
September 26 – Sandpines GC - Florence
OGA Tour Championship
October 23 – Bandon Dunes Golf Resort -  
Bandon
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NW golf shows
get season going

February was a big month for golf in
the Pacific Northwest. The warm weather
of summer might not be here yet, but golf
shows in Seattle, Portland and Spokane
helped kick off the golf season in style.
Big crowds were the norm at the shows,
in which golfers form the Northwest got
to see what is new for the upcoming golf
season in terms of equipment and what
courses and resorts have planned. Courses
and resorts from around the Northwest were
on hand at all shows.
The Seattle Golf Show took place the
Qwest Field Events Center while the Portland Show was held at the Oregon Convention Center.
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Pacific Northwest golfers took in golf shows in both Portland (left) and Seattle which helped kick off the 2010 season in the area.
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Riverbend sets April date for
annual Play Golf America Day

Riverbend Golf Course in Kent will host its annual Play Golf America Day Saturday,
April 17 with a variety of activities for golfers young and old.
Events are scheduled throughout the day at Riverbend at the driving range, 18-hole course,
practice area and the mini-putt course. The Play Golf America program will run from 8
a.m. through 5 p.m. The event is designed to provide free expert instruction to golfers of
all ages and skill levels and introduce golfers to the game and provide equipment testing
from the best brands in golf today.
Cost is free for all activities for the event, which is presented by the PGA of America.
Manufacturers will be on hand throughout the day at the driving range to show what will
be the latest craze in equipment for the 2010 golf season, including Adams, Callaway,
Cleveland, Cobra, Mizuno, Nike, Ping, TaylorMade, Titleist and Tour Edge.
Highlighting the day will be free instruction and clinics conducted by 12 PGA professionals from the Pacific Northwest. For more information on the event call 253.854.3673
or go to www.playgolfamerica.com.
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Tacoma Firs ‘Maniac Club’ will
give deal for golfers to hit away

If you are a golf maniac then Tacoma Firs
might just have the deal you are looking for.
Tacoma Firs is introducing its new “Maniac
Club” which will give golfers plenty of benefits and a chance to practice year-round.
The name for the club came from the
first-ever driving range built in the United
States at Pinehurst which as called “Maniac
Hill,” said Tacoma Firs Mike Givens.
The new club will cost $29.99 per month
for individuals and $49.99 per month for
families and will offer just about everything
to keep your game fine tuned year-round.
The Maniac Club package comes with an
unlimited supply of range balls to hit at
Tacoma Firs, which includes 80 stalls and
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two tiers of hitting stations, with 60 of them
covered and 40 of them heated.
Other benefits for the Maniac Club include free use of the short game practice
area, free unlimited mini golf, special merchandise deals, 10 percent off food at the Tee
Line Grill, free equipment evaluation and a
monthly drawing for free lessons and free
use of the 3-D Golf Zone simulator. More
is planned down the road.
The Maniac Club launched on March 1
and Givens hopes to attract enough members
to build a fitness center upstairs at Tacoma
Firs for the members to use.
For more information on the club or
Tacoma Firs, call 253.472.6899.
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Rules of the game: A new season must mean
there are more golf rules questions to answer

Let’s start right from the beginning. Count your clubs. Remember that
14 is the maximum. And, on the subject of clubs, you need to be abreast of
the new technologies and club-designs that can trap you. If you have one of
those drivers with the screw-in shaft, make sure the club is assembled and
ready-to-use prior to starting your round.

Mike
Peluso

Well, it’s March again, and for most
Northwesterners it’s the unofficial start
of golf season. Clubs are being dusted
off or new clubs are being bought, polo
shirts are hauled out of the closet, and
club memberships are being renewed.
And local clubs are stepping up their
tournament season.
Whether you play in club events or
higher-level events, this month’s article
is for you – a friendly reminder of some
of the basic Rules and procedures that
will keep you from unnecessary penalty
strokes, or worse yet, disqualification.
You may recall a similar article at this time
last year in Inside Golf, and I think that
this subject may  make a timely March
article every year.
Hopefully a hassle-free, penalty-free
round is your goal.
So let’s start right from the beginning.
Count your clubs. Remember that 14 is
the maximum. And, on the subject of
clubs, you need to be abreast of the new
technologies and club-designs that can
trap you. If you have one of those drivers
with the screw-in shaft, make sure the
club is assembled and ready-to-use prior
to starting your round.
You can’t take the club in two pieces
onto the course, and then assemble it
after you’ve started your round. If you
do, and you use the club, it’s a disqualification. It’s a two-stroke penalty even if
you assemble it during a round and don’t
use it! The same goes for clubs that have
weights that can be added or removed.
Take care of all that before the round.
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Next, be on time for your tee time.
It’s your responsibility to be to the tee
on time – not the starter’s. If you’ve
ever played in a club event at Riverbend
and Der Führer….er, um, I mean….Paul
Lucien is the starter, you know what the
consequences are for being late to the
tee. And “on time” means being on the
tee, with club and ball in hand, ready to
play, at or before your starting time. If
you’re late it’ll be a two-stroke penalty
or disqualification depending on how late
you were.
On the course, be sure you deal with
out of bounds, lost balls, water hazards,
and unplayable lies properly. If you play
a stroke that looks like it might be lost or
out of bounds, you can play a provisional
ball. Be sure to announce to your fellow
competitors of your intention to play a
provisional, and announce what kind of
ball it is. And remember that if your ball
is lost or out of bounds, and you haven’t
played a provisional, you must replay your
stroke from where the previous stroke

was played. No exceptions!
If you play a stroke and it goes into a
water hazard, you never play a provisional
ball. If you do, the original ball is automatically lost and the “provisional” ball is in
play, under stroke-and-distance penalty.
Remember that you can substitute a ball
when taking relief from a water hazard,
even if your original ball is found. The
same is true when you are taking relief
from an unplayable lie. Of course, you
always incur a one-stroke penalty when
taking relief from a water hazard or an
unplayable lie. I strongly encourage you
to read Rules 26 and 28 to review your
options for taking relief from water hazards and unplayable lies. Taking relief
incorrectly will cost you strokes.
You will more than likely also encounter relief situations from abnormal ground
conditions, obstructions and ground
under repair. Relief from these situations
is free, but in these cases you may not
substitute a ball, unless for some reason
it is not recoverable.
In bunkers, remember that the cardinal
rule is that you can’t ground your club,
test the sand, or remove loose impediments from the bunker. Those actions

will all cost you two strokes.
On the putting green, the line of putt is
sacred. The “line of putt” is the line you
wish your ball to take after a stroke from
the putting green. You can’t touch that
line of putt purposely. However, take a
quick look at Rule 16-1 for the commonsense exceptions to this prohibition. And
if you’re attending the flagstick for someone, but sure to pull it out well before the
ball reaches the hole.
And finally, when you turn in your
scorecard, be sure that the scores of
the individual holes are correct. If you’ve
taken a 4 on the 6th hole, but mark down
a 3, sign the card and turn it in, you’re
disqualified. If you mark down a 5, sign
the card and turn it in, the 5 stands. The
Committee is responsible for the correct
9- and 18-hole totals. Lastly, don’t forget
to sign your card. Failure to do so will also
get you disqualified.
Have a great season. Wishing you
sunny skies and dry fairways!

Mike Peluso is a rules official with the
USGA, PNGA, WSGA, WJGA and more.
For rules questions sent him a note at
mikepeluso@comcast.net.

Cascade Cup will feature amateur
tournaments with plenty of prizes

Seattle-based publishers of the Northwest’s golf magazine, Cascade Golfer, announced details of a six-event series of golf
tournaments for amateur golfers in 2010. The
events will feature more than $100,000 in
prizes, including rounds of golf at some of the
West Coast’s premier venues, travel packages
to Bandon  Dunes, Hawaii, Palm Springs, a
trip to the 2010 U.S. Open at Pebble Beach,
tickets to the 2010 U.S. Amateur and 2010
U.S. Senior Open, and more.
The series, called the Cascade Golfer Cup,
will be comprised of six tournaments held
at some of the Northwest’s top public golf
courses, including Chambers Bay, Druids
Glen, McCormick Woods, Gold Mountain
and Kayak Point.
Each tournament will feature 72 two-per-
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son teams competing in a variety of formats,
including Stroke Play Cumulative Score,
Best Ball and Scramble. Each of the six
events will feature a fabulous grand prize,
plus additional prizes awarded to the top-20
teams and numerous tee prizes, all handed
out at an exclusive post-tournament awards
party.
Prizes for the individual events will include a custom set of clubs at the Callaway
Golfer Performance Center in Southern California, a trip to the 2010 US Open at Pebble
Beach, stay-and-play packages to Bandon
Dunes, Hawaii, Las Vegas, Palm Springs,
Mesquite, Nev., Central Oregon, Lake Tahoe
and more
For more information, see www.cascadegolfer.com.

