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Washington Open will kick off
NW championship season in May
The 2009 Washington Open will be held this month
at Meridian Valley Country Club in Kent. The event will
feature the top club professionals and amateurs from the
Northwest playing over three rounds. See the special
section inside for more on the tournament.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF
Mackenzie event returns

• The Paige Mackenzie Charity
Shootout will return with a dozen
LPGA players including host Paige
Mackenzie Aug. 17. Page 4.

•
Home Course changes

• The Home Course in DuPont,
Wash. is making some drastic
changes to two holes on the back
nine. Page 9.

Tickets for Senior Open
at Sahalee on sale in June

The United States Senior Open might not be on the schedule
for another year at Sahalee Country Club in Sammamish, Wash.,
but tickets for the event will go on sale June 4.
The initial push to sell tickets to the event, one of the major
events on the PGA Tour’s Champions Tour schedule, will start
in June. Seattle native Fred Couples has been named as honorary
chairman for the event and will make his Senior Open debut at
Sahalee in 2010 and will help with the ticket promotion.
This is another in the growing lists of major championships
for Sahalee Country Club. Sahalee in recent years has hosted the
PGA Championship and NEC Invitational.

Pumpkin Ridge will host LPGA this year

Palouse Ridge set
for second season
after robust opener
Palouse Ridge, the award winning
golf course in Pullman on the campus
of Washington State University, is up
and running for its second full season.
The course came through its first winter
in good shape and opened for play in
April. The John Harbottle-designed golf
course won several awards during its
first season of play and is among the
top courses in the Pacific Northwest.
General Manager Bruce Perisho
hopes for more play after word about
the awards began to get out.
The course will host two big events
this year, including the Washington State
Men’s Amateur in June and Palouse
Best-Ball May 23-24.

Time to sign up for
the Pacific Amateur
Registration is now open for the
Northwest Dodge Dealers Pacific
Amateur Golf Classic, set for Sept.
26-Oct. 1 at some of Central
Oregon’s top courses, including
Eagle Crest Resort, Aspen Lakes
and more.
The event is open for both men
and women with a number of different divisions. The event typically
sells out so signing up quickly is
important if you want to get in.
For more, see the web site
pacamgolf.com

Rules Quiz
An Out of Bounds stake interferes
with your swing.   Are you permitted
to bend it out of the way or remove it
entirely? See answer on Page 2.

Printed in U.S.A.

After years and years at Columbia Edgewater Country Club in Portland, the
LPGA will take its event to Pumpkin Ridge, just west of Portland this September.
For more on the changing of venues for the LPGA Tour in Portland, see inside.

UW men’s golf
coach named to
Palmer Cup event

For Husky men’s golf coach Matt Thurmond, it is important to have pride in what
organization he represents.
“From when I was in high school through
playing in college at BYU, having that logo
on my bag was a thrill for me,” he said. “I
love being able to represent Washington, but
to put USA on your shirt -- that is something
that I’ve never been able to do.”
Thurmond, 32, has been selected by the
Golf Coaches Association of America to
coach the U.S. in the 2009 Palmer Cup.
Thurmond has built the resume of a 20year head coach by producing teams that
compete with the best in college golf for
the past seven seasons.
Thought to be an honor to be even considered to coach in this prestigious tournament,
the Palmer Cup is an annual match-play
tournament that showcases the nation’s top
eight collegiate golfers. Similar to its professional counterpart, the Ryder Cup, the U.S.
team will compete against Europe.		
Scheduled for June 3-5, Thurmond said
he is already anxious and excited to start his
selection process, which will take place as
his Huskies take on the other top golfers in
the country throughout the 2009 collegiate
season.

Golf, Naked: NW
pro strips golf to
its bare essentials
To help both novice and experienced
players better understand the game,
Northwest pro Greg Rowley recently
wrote and published Golf, Naked: The
Bare Essentials Revealed.
Rowley says that the book is an information-packed primer on the basics
that every player needs to know, from
the rules and scoring to equipment,
etiquette, and more.
See inside for more.
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What do you get when you combine
an entertaining and  informative golf webcast, with a host who has a real passion
for golf? That would be Golf Shot TV.
Sportscaster Matt Biondi began the
business of Golf Shot TV last April,
after the concept was born at Cybergolf,
his former employer.
Biondi who worked for Fox Northwest
as a sports anchor in the early 2000s, then
returned to the area after four years in
Philadelphia, still fills in sports anchoring
at KIRO-TV. He says the golf show brings
in both the avid and casual player,
“Whether it’s actor Kevin Costner or
cowboys quarterback Tony Romo talking
about their golf game, or Tiger Woods on
fatherhood, you and I can relate, and that
is the beauty of Golf Shot TV.
Biondi is actually a friend from my college days at Oregon. I was a Duck and
he was a fledgling sports broadcaster.
I thought he was decent on the air, but
what made him better was the fact that
it was easy to take money from him on
the golf course.
But now, Biondi is trying to carve out
his own niche in the golf business. He
travels to some PGA and celebrity events,
and Northwest golf events, then gathers
interviews from the players, and returns to
put together the webcast. The show runs
approximately three minutes in length,
and can be seen on Foxsports.com and
Golf.com, as well as other websites. He
hopes to outsource the golf show to more  
golf websites or news websites including  
some in the Northwest.
But the golf webcast isn’t the only swing Golf Shot TV is now taking. Recently at the Seattle golf show, Matt was
showcasing his golf course overviews.

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Sportscaster tries to find his own
niche in the Northwest golf world

The concept is interesting if not logical.
He can deliver to both public and private
golf course websites a video overview of
the golf course to be played in a video
box on the website. This has turned out
to be a successful marketing tool for golf
course websites especially in a struggling
economy.
“I  received tremendous positive feedback on these videos at the golf show.
Both general managers and marketing
directors all said they were impressive

to watch. The one consistent comment I 
heard about the golf overviews was “high
production value at a low cost”
Many of the private course reps were
also impressed with the idea to allow
these golf course overviews to be sent
out in a massive e-mailing project which
gives a potential member or player a
chance to view the golf course, and learn
about it,  without having to be at the golf
course.
The golf course sends high resolution
still pictures to Golf Shot TV, then Biondi
will voice and host the video presentation
that lasts about a minute to a minute and
a half in length.
Biondi says there is only one challenge
he has encountered since  all his time is
used for Golf Shot TV,  and that is being
a single father for two daughters.  “My
handicap has shot way up,” he said.

Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf.
He can be reached for comments at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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Rules Answer

Answer:  No.  Objects defining out of
bound are deemed to be fixed.   See definition of “Obstructions”.
• Editor’s note: Thanks to Paul Lucien
for his rules insights.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Paige Mackenzie Charity Shootout will return to
Meridian Valley in August; Wine Valley gets ratings
The second annual Paige Mackenzie
Charity Shootout will return to Meridian
Valley Country Club on Monday, Aug. 17
with a dozen LPGA players.
The inaugural event last year raised over
$20,000 for charity with Vine Maple Place of
Maple Valley being the main beneficiary.
The one-day event will feature all 12
LPGA players taking part in a Pro-Am and
then all of the players will compete in a
Horse Race with an amateur partner.
Sponsorships and Pro-Am teams spots are
available for $1,000 per team or $250 per
player. A dinner at the Muckleshoot Casino
will take place the night before on Sunday,
Aug. 16 with all of the LPGA players in
attendance.

New Wine Valley Golf Club
gets ratings for the 2009 season

The Washington State Golf Association
(WSGA) has calculated the USGA Course
and Slope Ratings for Wine Valley Golf Club,
the new course that is located just outside of
Walla Walla, Wash.
Designed by Northwest native Dan
Hixson, Wine Valley GC is co-owned by
longtime Northwest PGA Professional John
Thorsnes and Jim Pliska (who also owns Emerald Valley GC in Creswell, Ore.). The full
18-hole championship layout is scheduled
to open by May 1, 2009. It will be open to
the public.
 	 Wine Valley GC, a par-72 course, will
play 7,360 yards from the Gold tees, with a
USGA Course Rating of 75.5 and a USGA
Slope Rating of 130. The Black tees will play
to 6,760 yards and a rating/slope of 72.5/126.

early March as the golf course had targeted
the greens, tees, fairways and bunkers on
both golf courses for renovation. In addition to substantial aerification, drainage and
natural area projects, a total of 12 greens on
both courses were re-surfaced, said General
Manager David Hein.
The Golf Club at Newcastle offers
panoramic views of Mount Rainier and the
Olympic Mountains as well as the Cascade
Range. Newcastle is part of Oki Golf’s
portfolio that includes 11 golf courses both
public and private, spread around the Puget
Sound area.
For information about Newcastle call
425.793.4653.

Northwest amateurs take part
in Mexican Amateur Championship
Paige Mackenzie
The Blue tees will play to 6,335 yards and
a rating/slope of 70.6/123. The White tees
will play to 5,845 yards and a rating/slope
of 73.7/124 (women), and the Red tees will
play to 5,105 yards and a rating/slope of
69.6/114 (women).

Golf Club at Newcastle re-opens
both courses after improvements

The Golf Club at Newcastle and its Coal
Creek and China Creek Courses re-open at
the beginning of the month after rebuilding
some greens and other improvement projects.
Both courses had been shut down since

Derek Berg of Duval, Wash. and Joel
Dahmen of Clarkston, Wash.; both former
University of Washington golfers took part
in the Mexican Amateur as Dahmen finished
tied for 27th and Berg tied for 27th.
Throughout the championship no scores
were posted in the sixties and par was only
broken in five rounds while even par-72 was
only recorded in seven rounds. The scoring
results reflect just how difficult of a golf
course Club de Golf Mexico is.
The only player to break par in the final
round was Juan Pablo Luna Turbay of Columbia who shot a 1-under par, 71 to come
from five strokes behind to finish the round
in a tie for the lead. 54-hole co-leaders,
Lindsey Reynolds of Canada and Joaquin
Lolas Bellido of Peru both fired final round
scores of 76 to finish in a three-way tie at

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

9-over par, 297, while Antonio Hortal of
Espana who also began the round in a tie
for the lead, fell off with a finishing round
of 81 to finish 8th.

Washington State Golf Association
announces 2009 tourney schedule

The Washington State Golf Association
just published the 2009 Championship
Schedule. The schedule returns the association’s eight traditional championships
to cover both sides of the state at some of
Washington State’s classic championship
layouts, as well as a couple of new and
popular venues. In addition, the WSGA
has added two new championships to the
2009 schedule with another to be added in
2010.
New this year is an 18-hole, WSGA Parent
– Child Championship which is a Chapman
competition open to parent – child teams
whose relationship is either natural, adopted
or step. Partners may have more than one
generation between them (i.e. a grandfather
may play with his grandson/granddaughter).
Also new in 2009 is a WSGA Champion
of Champions. This 36-hole championship
will be open male and female golfers.
The WSGA Champion of Champions will
be held annually each fall.
Beginning in 2010, the WSGA will have
a men’s and women’s Mid-Amateur Championship. This 36-hole championship will be
held during the summer and move around
some of Washington’s finest golf facilities.
Additional details and site information will
be available later this season.
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Meridian Valley set to
host Washington Open
The 83rd Washington Open is set for May
16-20 at Meridian Valley Country Club in
Kent, Washington. The Pacific Northwest
Section is proud to have the support of many
sponsors of what is widely known as the
oldest professional golf event in the great
State of Washington.
Sponsors celebrating the 83rd anniversary
of this event with the Pacific Northwest
Section are: Northwest Cable News, Sterling Savings Bank, Golf Buddy, Cholula,
Advanced H2O, Expeditors, Srixon, Barrons
V Wines, and Inside Golf.
This year’s charity is “tessera”. Since
incorporating in 2004 as Northwest Academy
for Exceptional Children, tessera is a nonprofit organization committed to developing educational programs; promoting and
developing residential living opportunities;
and offering inclusive, community-based
recreational and social activities for individuals with autism and other developmental
disabilities.
The Pacific Northwest Section would
also like to extend its sincere thanks to the
members and staffs at this year’s host venue,
Meridian Valley CC. Club President Mike
Landry, Tournament Committee Chair Dale
Allen, General Manager Craig McCrone,
PGA Professional Greg Manley, Superintendent Craig Benson and their respective
staffs. They’re very excited to see the return
of the Washington Open to their facility.
Meridian Valley CC is definitely not
unfamiliar with hosting this great championship…here is a look at the past champions
that have claimed the Washington Open title
at Meridian Valley CC: Mike Davis (1972),
Chuck Milne (1976), Bill Porter (2002),

Keith Coleman (2004) and Michael Combs
(2005).

Former Oregon State golfer opens
golf academy at Aspen Lakes

Jonathan Green, an OGA Member from
Sisters, Ore., has opened the PuterbaughGreen Academy of Golf at Aspen Lakes Golf
Course. Green established the business with
his long time instructor, Kip Puterbaugh of
Southern California. Puterbaugh is a Top
100 instructor who works with a number of
PGA tour professionals.
The goal of the academy is to offer a full
service instructional program suitable for
players at all levels. Students of the academy
will receive instruction in a variety of areas,
including a private section of the driving
range, a 10,000 sq. foot putting green, and
a 75-yard long, short game area.
Green is a graduate of Oregon State University and a 4-year player OSU Men’s Golf
Team player.  For info visit their website at
www.pgacademyofgolf.com.

Husky men’s golf team goes
low to win event in California

The University of Washington men’s golf
team stamped itself as one of the best in the
country by winning the U.S. Intercollegiate
at Stanford University by 15 shots.
The Huskies shot a team total of 804 to
win their fourth tournament of the season.
All-American Nick Taylor won his fourth
tournament of the year shooting a career-low
7-under 63 in the final round to finish with
a 198 total against some of the best college
golfers in the country.
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NW players on the pro tours
Through events as of April 19, 2009
PGA Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 42nd on the list with $646,095
• Ben Crane • Portland •  39th on the list with $729,517
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 137th on the list with $191,891
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • 223rd on the list with $11,178.
• Jeff Quinney • Eugene • 162nd on the list with $109,751
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 73rd on the list with $405,913
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 167th on the list with $93,741.
Nationwide Tour
• Jeff Gove • Seattle • 9th on the list with $73,266.
• Craig Kanada • Portland • 66th on the list $15,625.
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 80th on the list with $12,754
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 3rd on the list with $127,303.
Champions Tour
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • No events yet.
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 49th on the list with $79,784.
LPGA Tour
• Louise Friberg • Univ. of Washington • 81st on the list with $13,388
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • 30th on the list with $85,779.
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • 130th on the list with $2,157.
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • 54th on the list with $36,620.

Did you know….
The WSGA is taking the lead in reviving the Washington State Golf
Alliance in the
recent fight to
save the state’s
golf courses by
contributing most
of the $25,000
needed for an
economic impact study. The WSGA also
helps fund a lobbyist in Olympia that is
actively looking for issues that can impact
golf in our state.
HB 1255 has been introduced in
Olympia to apply a B&O tax on initiation

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

fees and dues at
private membership golf courses,
with an average
tax of $26,000 per
club. This tax would
force most private
clubs to discontinue hosting major charity events, therefore costing notable
charities millions of dollars.
This is not just a private club issue.
SB 5911 could impact every golf course
that uses surface water (i.e. lakes, rivers, streams) for their irrigation.  Like
HB 1255, this bill has the potential
of putting several golf courses out of
business.  

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Pumpkin Ridge looks forward
to hosting LPGA Tour this year
Pumpkin Ridge, located just west of Portland, is no stranger to the LPGA Tour. The
course has hosted two U.S. Women’s Open
Championships before as well as other national championships. Now, Pumpkin Ridge
will be a permanent home to the LPGA Tour
as the Safeway Classic moves to Pumpkin
Ridge August 28-30
And the club will be ready. In addition
to having two courses, Pumpkin Ridge’s
private Witch Hollow and public Ghost
Creek course are ranked among the best in
the Northwest. The club is excited to begin
its three-year arrangement with tournament
organizer TGF.
The LPGA Safeway Classic had been held

for years at Columbia Edgewater Country
Club in Portland but tournament organizers
felt they needed more room for Pro-Ams and
corporate hospitality. Pumpkin Ridge will be
able to provide that and acres of parking.
The tournament did generate record attendance last year with 68,000 Northwest golf
fans taking a look. Pumpkin Ridge hopes to
draw even more fans.
“It’s really tough to make a change from
a place like Columbia Edgewater, where
we’ve been so comfortable for so long,”
said Rob Neal, executive director of TGF.
“But going to a place like Pumpkin Ridge,
where they’ve run plenty of big events, is
comforting.”

• May Issue 2009 - Inside Golf •

Pumpkin Ridge will be the new host course for the LPGA Tour when it hits in September.
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Home Course in DuPont
will take on new look with
re-built holes on back side
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Open less than two years, The Home
Course in DuPont, Wash. is remodeling
two of its holes in preparation for being the
assisting course for the 2010 U.S. Amateur
(with the championship proper being held
at Chambers Bay).
Already open for play is the new Hole 11,
which has been converted from a par-3 to
a short par-4 and will play 310 yards from
the Blue tees.
Still under construction is Hole 12, which
is being converted from a long par-4 to a par3. It will play as a par-3 to the existing green
for all of 2009 while a new green is being

built. The new green is being designed as a
classic Redan green. The new Hole 12 will
open for play in the spring of 2010.
The new holes will also feature a couple
of unique steep-faced bunkers, something
like you would see in Europe, to give the
holes their own original look.
Mike Asmundson, the original course
designer, also designed the remodel. Asmundson owns the Discovery Bay GC in
Port Townsend, Wash.
The Home Course played host to the 2008
WSGA Best-Ball and PNGA Master-40
Championships in 2008.

Bunkers like this deep-faced one are being built on new holes at the Home Course.

If the recession has proved anything, it’s
that, when the going gets tough, the tough
learn to cook a meal at home, fix their own
leaky faucets, and hone their shopping skills
at thrift stores instead of trendy boutiques.
But, despite the tumbling economy, one
“luxury” activity is enjoying a small but
unexpected upswing in many parts of the
country.
When the going gets tough, the tough, it
seems, also play golf.
“Public courses in most parts of the country are seeing good business,” says PGA
Member Greg Rowley, from Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho. “The regulars seem to be playing more
often. And more and more people who’ve
never played before are coming to try their
hand at the game.”

For many players, golf offers a relatively
inexpensive way to relieve stress, connect
with other people, and focus on something
besides the mortgage, the bills, or the job
for a couple of hours. “To someone who
doesn’t play, golf may seem like a frivolous
indulgence these days,” says Rowley. “But
players who are facing a ton of stress in their
lives have told me that golf is the one thing
that’s keeping them sane right now.”
Even people who have never set foot on
a golf course before are taking a swing at
learning the game. But golf can be intimidating to those who know little about its rules,
language, and culture. “Nobody wants to
look like an idiot or get discouraged right
away because they don’t know what to do,”
says Rowley.

To help both novice and experienced
players better understand the game, Rowley
recently wrote and published Golf, Naked:
The Bare Essentials Revealed. Rowley, who
currently serves on the Board of Directors of
the Inland Empire Chapter of the PGA and
who won the 2008 President’s Award for
“growing the game of golf,” says that the
book is an information-packed primer on
the basics that every player needs to know,
from the rules and scoring to equipment,
etiquette, and more.
“People shouldn’t be afraid of learning to
play golf,” says Rowley. “That’s really the
reason I wrote the book. If someone can read
about the basics before getting out on the
course, he or she will be more confident and
relaxed—and that’s what it’s all about.”

Golf, Naked: NW professional strips golf down to the basics

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

Relaxation isn’t the game’s only benefit.
The golf course also offers people a way to
make new contacts and establish relationships with employers, managers, and business owners who may be looking to purchase
products or services.
Public courses around the country are making it easier for new and experienced golfers
alike to enjoy the game by offering discounts,
special events, and other incentives.
About Greg Rowley: Greg Rowley is
a PGA-certified Golf Pro and author of
the new book Golf, Naked: The Bare Essentials Revealed (Pick-It-Up Publishing;
2009). Learn more about Greg at www.
golfnakedbook.com or on his blog at www.
golfnakedblog.com.
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Seahawks coach Mora will host celebrity golf event
In partnership with the Jim Mora Count
On Me Family Foundation, the Seattle Seahawks, and the Nutrition and Fitness for
Life Program at Virginia Mason Medical
Center, the Boeing Classic announced that
the tournament will introduce a new kickoff
event for 2009 when the Jim Mora Celebrity
Golf Classic tees off on Monday, August
24.
Originally founded by Jim and Shannon
Mora in 2005, the new Seahawks Head
Coach and his wife have decided to bring
the event to Seattle and it will serve as one
of the marquee events in a week’s worth of
activities as part of the 2009 Boeing Classic.
The tournament will raise funds for the Jim
Mora Count On Me Family Foundation and
the Nutrition and Fitness for Life Program at
Virginia Mason, both focusing on children’s

well-being.
“The Boeing Classic is the perfect platform for us to launch the Jim Mora Celebrity
Golf Classic in Seattle,” said Jim Mora. “Our
mutual partnerships with the Seahawks and
Virginia Mason Medical Center will allow us
all to work together to build this event in to
a special experience for everyone involved
and one that will impact lives in our community.”

Suncadia Resort near Cle Elum laid off 40
employees in the middle of April, according
to the Ellensburg Daily Record.
Karen Porter, director of marketing,
told the newspaper that the cuts, about 10
percent of the total work force, came “in all
departments and at all levels” and included
management and both hourly and salaried
employees.
In October, the resort laid off a smaller
number of employees and closed its Inn at
Suncadia for the winter.
Suncadia is home to a pair of championship golf courses called Prospector (public)
and Tumble Creek (private). A third course
called Rope Rider is scheduled to open in

2010. Suncadia opened for business three
years ago.

Third Annual Sue Gifford
Memorial tournament scheduled

Carol and Tyrone Hardy, managers of
Ballinger Lake Golf Course in Mountlake
Terrace, Wash., will be holding the 3rd annual Sue Gifford Melanoma Memorial Golf
Tournament on May 9. The event is to honor

Carol Hardy’s mother who passed away in
2003 from metastic melanoma. The event
will be an 18-hole four-player scramble.
Entry fee is $60 per person and includes
continental breakfast, lunch, dessert, green
fees and competition prizes. For info, call
425-697-4653.

Two Seattle schools added
to new First Tee program

Two elementary schools in the Seattle
School District, Summit K-12 and Pathfinder, have been added as a part of a program
to promote character-building through golf
in P.E. classes.
The new venture, called the First Tee
National School Program, is an initiative
of the First Tee, and will be administered

locally by the First Tee of Greater Seattle in
partnership with the Seattle School District.
Funds for Pathfinder and Summit K-12 Elementary Schools were provided by Farmers
Insurance, which underwrote the up-front
one-time costs.
The program seeks to provide safe,
fun, and effective ways to introduce school
children to basic golf skills while promoting character development through the First
Tee’s Nine Core Values, which include: confidence, responsibility, judgment, respect,
sportsmanship and more.
The First Tee National School Program
curriculum is based on national physical
education standards and utilizes developmentally appropriate golf equipment called
SNAG (Starting New at Golf) that is safe
and fun for children and beginners.

Poor economy hits Suncadia
nile golf course
as resort lays off 40 employees & Oasis Restaurant in Mountlake Terrace
Ocean Shores Golf Course on the Washington Coast will host the Tee It Up For Tots
golf tournament Friday, June 12.
The event will be a four-player scramble
with a shotgun start at 9 a.m. Entry fee is
$300 per team and includes one round of golf
and cart, logo hat, golf ball, team picture and
lunch after golf.
The proceeds to the Grays Harbor Community Hospital Foundation – Pediatric
Center Fun. Call 360.289.3357 for info.

Exit #177 off I-5,
West 1/4 mile on the right

Coupon

Ocean Shores will play host
to charity event for hospital

18 holes open to the public

Two Rounds of Golf
with a Cart

ONLY $74.00
Maximum of two golfers per coupon.
Not valid for groups
of 20 or More
Expires September 30, 2009

season rates

Weekend & Holidays
18 Holes
9 Holes

$33.00
$23.00

Weekdays

18 Holes
9 Holes

$28.00
$18.00

Earlybird rate

Good all day Monday
(except Holidays)

18 Holes
9 Holes

$19.00
$13.00

Check out our website for more coupons: www.nilegolf.com

Tee Times: 425-776-5154
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Most golfers are constantly trying to
get better. I am no different. Whether it
is playing or teaching I am constantly improving my craft. This winter I focused on
the putter. I have spent a lot of time with
many terrific, world caliber directors of
the flat stick. Ben Crenshaw, Brad Faxon,
Loren Roberts, and Morris Hatalsky have
greatly influenced my putting over the
years.  I feel like I’ve been a fine putter,
but like you I wouldn’t mind a few more
dropping.
A couple of years ago my oldest son,
Tyler, wanted me to try his newly acquired
belly putter. He loved it. He said it was
so easy, especially on short putts. It
was almost like cheating – automatic. I 
responded like most, “Belly putters are
for poor putters.” I dismissed his suggestion. Besides, not many tour players use
them. (Tour players are wonderful putters,
exceptional putters or they wouldn’t be
on tour!)
Last winter I stopped by the Nike Tour
department to get a couple clubs worked
on. There was a Nike belly putter in the
office. I  grabbed one for the first time,
stuck it above my navel, locked it in,
rocked my shoulders a few times, and
away we went.
This “bad boy” is so easy to line up. The
green head and shaft were designed by an
optomologist for for easy set up with the
eyes. It is easy. There were fewer moving
parts and less to go awry. My posture
looked great, my body lines symmetrical.
I was “all in.” (I got that from my son-inlaw, Scott).  I felt my ball starting on line
and I could see my lines! (Two big keys to

Jeff
Coston

The Lesson Tee: The belly putter just
might be a way to start dropping putts

This “bad boy” is so easy to line
up. The green head and shaft were
designed by an optomologist to set
up with the eyes, it is easy. There
were fewer moving parts and less
to go awry. My posture looked
great, my body lines symmetrical.
I was “all in.”
making putts).  I played two tournaments
in February, I putted well.
I feel putting with the belly putter, when
shown properly, is a simple, repeatable,
and effective way to make putts. Perhaps
when mental distortions regarding the
belly putter are overcome it may even be
a superior method for many.

Jeff Coston is an 11 time Pacific Northwest PGA Player of the Year. He can be
reached for appointment by calling Semiahmoo Resort at (360)201-4590
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PNGA sets event
schedule for the
upcoming season

The PNGA has plenty of events that you
can sign up and play. For information on how
to sign up for the tournament see the newly
redesigned PNGA website at pnga.org and it
will take you through the entry process.
Here are some details of the 2009 Championship Schedule which include:
• PNGA Cup, Crane Creek Country
Club, Boise, Idaho, May 6-8 (Invitation
Only)
• Men’s Master-40 Amateur Championship, Talking Rock Resort and Quaaout
Lodge, Chase, B.C., May 18-22
• Senior Men’s Amateur Championship,
OGA Golf Course, Woodburn, Ore., June
9-11
• Women’s Amateur and Mid-Amateur
Championship, Arrowhead Golf Club,
Molalla, Ore., July 6-10
• Men’s Amateur Championship, The
Home Course, DuPont, Wash., July 611
• Junior Boys’ Amateur Championship,
University of Idaho Golf Course, Moscow,
Idaho, August 10-14
• Junior Girls’ Amateur Championship,
Fairwood Golf & Country Club, Renton,
Wash., August 17-20
• Men’s and Women’s Amateur Public
Links Championship, Trysting Tree Golf
Club, Corvallis, Ore., August 29-30
• Men’s Mid-Amateur Championship,
Homestead Farms Golf Resort, Lynden,
Wash., September 15-17
• Women’s Senior Team Amateur
Championship, Gold Mountain Golf Club,
Bremerton, Wash., September 21-23
• Men’s Senior Team Amateur Championship, Gold Mountain Golf Club,
Bremerton, Wash., September 22-24
• Senior Women’s Amateur Championship, Hayden Lake Country Club, Hayden
Lake, Idaho, October 5-6
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Women’s golf: One thing about those
positive golfers, they never say ‘can’t’

The Washington State Golf Association
is giving its members an opportunity to
become a country club member for a day
during the 2009 golf season.
The WSGA’s Casual Golf Days are an
opportunity for all active members of the
Washington State Golf Association to enjoy
a day of golf at a WSGA member golf course
that they might not normally have the chance
to play. Casual Golf Days are just that, no
competitions, no scorecards, just a relaxing
day of golf.
The first Casual Golf Day for 2009 was

held at Tacoma Country & Golf Club in
April with golfers playing in foursomes under
a shotgun start. There will be a fee for all
Casual Golf days but the fee does include
greens fees and cart.
Participation in the event is limited to
active WSGA members only. Applicants
must be an active member of the WSGA at
the time that their registration form arrives at
WSGA Headquarters and at the application
deadline. Participants may request that they
play with other participants by indicating so
on their application form or the WSGA will

Kristy

Kathy
DeNeui

Dear Kristy:
As the economy has worsened more
and more people are calling themselves
golf teachers.  They can give lessons for
less because they’re probably not paying
the facility they work at the 30-50% most
professionals pay.   Keep in mind, also,
whether they have any credentials.   The

at the front desk of the facility when approached by someone to give lessons.  If
they are not employed there or don’t have
a contract to teach, they are running a
private business for free using someone
else’s facility.  This would be no different
then if they were out there selling balls to
customers, or going to McDonalds and
selling their customers coffee for less.  
It’s great for them because they have no
overhead, but not very honest.
As to whether these instructors are any
PGA and LPGA program takes 4-6 years to good, would be potluck.  I can balance my
complete at a cost of over $10,000 in most checkbook to the penny, but that doesn’t
cases, similar to getting a college degree.   mean you should pay me to do your
When teaching professionals are PGA and taxes!
LPGA it implies a high level of education
in golf, they have passed a playing test to
Kathy DeNeui is an LPGA teaching proprove their skill level as a golfer, and they are
fessional with the Columbia Super Range
held to a higher standard of instruction.
On the ethics side, you should check in Everett.

Dear Kathy:
I was hitting balls at the range last week
and was approached by a guy that wanted
to give me lessons.  He was hitting balls
next to me and said he could help my swing.  
I asked what he charged and he said $25
a lesson, which is less than I’m paying my
pro!  He gave me his card and I’m tempted
to call him.  How do you know if guys like
this are any good or should I just take a
chance?                                                   

WSGA gives public golfers a private look

put groups together for the shotgun start.
Other Casual Golf Days are being planned
for clubs throughout the state. Call the
Washington State Golf Association at 206526-1238 or check the web site thewsga.
org for more information on Casual Golf
Days.
“It’s a way for the public to see what a
private club is like,” said Tom Cade of the
WSGA. “A lot of people never get the chance
to play the private clubs.”

Golf’s big names will try and get
the game back into the Olympics
The group behind getting golf into the
2016 Olympic Games, the International Golf
Federation, has received backing from some
of the game’s biggest names. No. 1-ranked
Tiger Woods, Padraig Harrington and Colin
Montgomerie are among the 18 players who
have voiced their support for the effort.
As part of the IGF’s push, the players
are sending a 32-page brochure detailing
the bid and a personal letter of support to
International Olympic Committee members
from their respective countries. The IOC’s
final vote on whether to add no more than
two sports will take place at the 121st IOC
session, scheduled for October 2009 in
Copenhagen.
The host for the 2016 Games will also

be determined at that time, with Chicago,
Madrid, Rio de Janeiro and Tokyo among
the contenders.
Other players stepping up include
Hall-of-Famers Jack Nicklaus and Annika
Sorenstam. The IGF is targeting the IOC
representatives from 75 countries.
The last time golf was an Olympic competition was at the 1904 Games in St. Louis.
George Lyon of Canada beat American H.
Chandler Egan to earn the gold medal, while
two others from the U.S., Burt McKinnie
and Francis Newton, tied for the bronze.
Golf was scheduled to be played in 1908 in
London, with Lyon on hand to defend his
title, but the event was canceled at the last
minute.
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Skamania Lodge offers
way to shorten rounds

Skamania Lodge has a way for golfers
to play some shorter rounds.
 	T he Skamania 3,6,9 Hole Challenge Loop allows golfers to play the
most scenic and challenging holes in a
variety of different formats. Time Ranges
from thirty minutes to two hours
The Skamaniac Putting Course consists of nine holes and can take anywhere
from thirty minutes to an hour.
Frisbee Golf, a variation on the game
using Frisbees, is another group-friendly
activity. The course is set up on the driving range with creative obstacles, and can
also be played at night by special request.
Cost is $200 for up to 24 people and $5
per person for additional players.
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GolfTec hosts Play Fore Kids Charity Tournament
GolfTEC Seattle is pleased to announce
the first annual GolfTEC Play Fore Kids
Charity Golf Tournament to be held Monday,
June 1, 2009 at The Golf Club at Redmond
Ridge.
The tournament is a fund-raising benefit
for the emergency service fund of Childhood
Cancer Careline Giving from the Heart. This
fund aids local families battling childhood
cancer. The fund is a local all-volunteer,
non-profit 501(c)3 organization that has been
providing vital programs and services to area
children and their families since 2001.
Childhood cancer is still the number one
disease killer of children under the age of 18.
In the Pacific Northwest over 400 children
are diagnosed with cancer every year. Please
show your support and help us continue to
provide these local children and their families

with assistance through the difficult times
they are facing.
The foursome sign-up sheet and individual sign-up sheets are available online at
www.playforekids.com or by calling (206)
459-5484. Please identify yourself as a client of GolfTEC to receive the discounted
GolfTEC entry fee of $125.00 per player,
normally $150.00.

John H. Moore Memorial
Scramble set for Meadow Park

On April 27th, 2008 the golfing family lost
a beloved golfer and friend John H. Moore.
He was an outstanding member of the golf
community who spent his spare time mentoring young golfers and volunteering his time
on weekends learning golf course care, and

management. As a tribute to John, this May
we are honoring him with the first annual
John H. Moore Memorial Golf Scramble.
All proceeds from the tournament will
benefit his son, Jonathan Moore’s college
fund and the John H. Moore Junior Golf.
The tournament will be held at Meadow
Park Golf Course Sunday, May 17th.
The event is open to all that would like to
participate, even known golfers that would
just simply like to be a part of a special day,
you are welcome to join us! Any questions
contact, Durel Billy at 253.830.4496.

Organization to help homeless
will put on charity tournament

Local golfers will be out in force for the
3rd Annual Doors Open Golf Tournament to
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support JOIN, a local area service organization that helps homeless people move off the
street into permanent housing. Registration
begins at 6:30 a.m. on May 15.
Registration fees of $150 per golfer includes the greens fee for 18 holes of golf on
the beautiful South Course at The Reserve in
Aloha, OR. It also includes a cart, breakfast
box, gift bag, and a post round lunch with
Silent Auction.
Since 1998, JOIN has helped over 4000
men, women, and children move off the
street into permanent housing. 75% of them
have remained housed for at least 12 months,
granting them the stability to effectively
break the cycle of homelessness.
Please call Will Harris at (503) 232-7052
x101 or visit us online at www.joinpdx.
com.
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Former USGA Rules Director Tom
Meeks had a favorite saying: “The Rules
Official is always right, even when he’s
wrong.”  
That certainly applies to most sports,
especially baseball and basketball, and
to a lesser extent (with instant replay),
football. Meeks’ statement is true in that
a player can only appeal a ruling if the official who made the ruling consents. But
nevertheless, Rules Officials do make
boo-boos, and as we’ll see, the player
gets the better end of the deal.
The Decisions on the Rules of Golf
cites a few examples of when an official
got it wrong. The Rules of Golf uses the
term “Committee error” to describe
mistakes that officials make. Here are a
few:
• Dave played a wrong ball on the 14th
hole. When a player plays a wrong ball, he
receives a two-stroke penalty (in stroke
play), and he must correct his error by
playing a proper ball before teeing off on
the next hole. If he doesn’t, the player
is disqualified. After Dave holed out,
but before teeing off on the 15th hole,
he discovered he had played the wrong
ball. He was unsure how to proceed, so
he asked a Rules Official. The Rules Official told him to add two strokes to his
score and consult the Committee at the
scoring tent. So, Dave teed off on the
15th hole without correcting his wrong
ball-error, and told the Committee after
the round what had happened. Should
Dave be disqualified for not correcting
the wrong ball-error before teeing off on

Mike
Peluso

Rules of the game: When it comes to rulings on the
course, sometimes even rules officials get it wrong

the 15th hole?
The answer is no. Since he was proceeding on the instruction of a Rules
Official, he received only the two-stroke
penalty and was not disqualified.
• Phil played his tee shot into an area
of bushes and trees. He then played a
provisional ball, in case the original ball
might be lost. When he arrived in the area
where his original ball came to rest, he
discovered that it was in a water hazard.
A Rules Official incorrectly told him that
he must abandon his ball in the water
and continue play with his provisional
ball, which, when he played it, was really
a wrong ball. Phil played his provisional
ball onto the green, and two-putted for
a par. How should the Committee have
ruled on the Rules Official’s error?
It would have been unfair to say that
Phil was lying 3, and playing his 4th stroke
with the provisional ball. However, since
his original ball was in deep water, it
would have also been unfair to disregard
that ball and say that Phil was playing his

second stroke to the hole after the Rules
Official’s ruling. Therefore, Phil’s score
for the hole was 4, but he was required
to add a penalty stroke for not having to
play out of the water.
• Mark believes his ball in play may have
moved after he addressed it and asked for
a ruling from a Rules Official. Based on the
evidence available at the time, the Rules
Official determined that the ball did not
move and instructed Mark to play his ball
as it lay without penalty. After the player
plays, the Rules Official becomes aware
of evidence that indicates that the ball
had in fact moved. Should Mark receive a
penalty, if any? Rule 18-2b requires that a
player receives a one-stroke penalty if his
ball moves after address. That one-stroke
penalty becomes a two-stroke penalty
if the player plays from its new position
without replacing the ball. In this case,
Mark is exempt from the two-stroke penalty because the Rules Official authorized
him to play from a wrong place. However,
since it was subsequently determined that
Mark’s ball had in fact moved, he still was
assessed the one-stroke penalty under
Rule 18-2b for his ball moving after address.
• The next scenario is not exactly a
mistake, but also illustrates how a lack of
clarity in instructions from a Rules Official
can also be resolved in favor of the player.
Amanda’s ball comes to rest against a
movable obstruction and she seeks relief.
A Rules Official correctly advises her that
she may remove the obstruction and that
she should mark the position of the ball in
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case it moves during the removal of the
obstruction. Amanda marks the position
of the ball and lifts it before the Rules
Official can stop her.
Amanda was under the misapprehension that, having been requested to mark
the position of the ball, she was entitled
to lift it before the obstruction was removed. Should Amanda be penalized in
these circumstances for picking up her
ball in play when it is not authorized? In
this case, if the Rules Official was satisfied that his instruction to mark the ball
led Amanda to believe that is was OK to
lift it, she should receive no penalty.
The old adage is true: Nobody’s perfect.

Coston sets dates
for summer schools

Jeff Coston, the director of instruction
at Semiahmoo Resort in Blaine, has announced the dates for his summer golf
schools with award-winning teachers
Mike Bender and Mike Adams.
Coston’s school at Semiahmoo with
Bender will take place June 25, June
30-July 1, July 2-3 and July 4. Cost for
the schools vary.
The schools with Adams will take
place on Aug. 10, Aug. 1, Aug. 12-13
and Aug. 14-15. Again, costs for those
schools vary.
For more information to sign up for
one of the camps, call Jeff Coston at
360.201.4590.
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