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Walla Walla’s Wine Valley: New
course is definitely worth the trip
Wine Valley Golf Club in Walla Walla has opened for
play and is worth the trip. The Dan Hixson-designed
layout features rolling fairways, large greens and some
terrific views. See Steve Turcotte’s column on Page 2
for more on the Wine Valley Golf Club.

WHAT’S NEW
IN NW GOLF

NW courses leave their mark nationally

Champions Tour and
LPGA heading to NW

Poker champion and one-time golf
prodigy Dusty Schmidt of Portland is
staking $1 million that he is the world’s
best combination golfer-poker player. Last
month, Schmidt announced the 10thGreen.
com Million Dollar Challenge. The Portland,
Ore., resident says he will play anyone in
the world in poker and golf to prove he’s the
planet’s best at both.
Schmidt, 27, broke many of Tiger Woods’
records as a junior player in Southern California and was on his way to a successful
professional career when he was felled by
a heart attack at the young age of 23.
Since then, he’s become an online poker
titan, winning more than $3 million in two
years. He still plays golf recreationally,
maintaining a plus-2.9 handicap whenever
he tees it up.
The event is sponsored by 10thGreen.com
(www.10thGreen.com), a social network
and instructional website for golfers that
Schmidt co-owns with former professional
golfer Casey Martin, who’s now the head
coach of the University of Oregon’s men’s
golf team. In 1999 Martin successfully sued
the PGA Tour to win the right to ride a cart
during competition.
Schmidt, Martin and 10thGreen.com
have been the subject of recent stories in
Sports Illustrated, Golf Digest and the Golf
Channel.
The 10thGreen.com Million Dollar Challenge will occur at a time and place to be
determined, depending on the availability of
Schmidt’s challenger. Schmidt has proposed
the following rules for whoever would like
to challenge him:
• Day 1: 36 holes consisting of four separate nine-hole matches for $50,000 each
• Day 2: 36 holes consisting of four separate nine-hole matches for $50,000 each
• Day 3: Five heads-up poker matches
for $50,000 each
• Day 4: Five heads-up poker matches
for $50,000 each

Professional golf is on the way to
the Pacific Northwest this summer.
• The Champions Tour will have
a pair of events with the Jeld-Wen
Tradition Aug. 20-23 at Sunriver’s
Crosswater and the Boeing Classic
is being held Aug. 28-30 at the TPC
Snoqualmie Ridge.
• The LPGA Safeway Classic wiill
take place Aug. 28-30 – for the first
time at Pumpkin Ridge.

NW native captures
Futures Tour event
Allison Hanna-Williams of Portland found the perfect route to get
back to the LPGA Tour – by winning
a Duramed Futures Tour event in
Texas. After missing out on the
LPGA Tour Qualifying School, she
is hoping to finish in the top 10 of
the Futures Tour and earn her place
back on tour. See inside for more
information

Golf courses of the Pacific Northwest were front and center in Golf
Digest’s listing of America’s Greatest 100 courses for both public and
private. Public courses like Coeur
d’Alene (top) and Bandon Dunes
(right) were ranked as were private
courses like Sahalee in Redmond,  
Wash. (below). See inside for
more.

Paige Mackenzie will
again host Shootout
The second annual Paige Mackenzie Charity Shootout will return
to Meridian Valley Country Club on
Monday, Aug. 17 with a dozen LPGA
players. The inaugural event last year
raised over $20,000 for charity with
Vine Maple Place of Maple Valley
being the main beneficiary.
The one-day event will feature
all 12 LPGA players taking part in
a Pro-Am and then all of the players
will compete in a Horse Race with
an amateur partner.
Sponsorships and Pro-Am teams
spots are available for $1,000 per
team or $250 per player. A dinner
at the Muckleshoot Casino will take
place the night before on Sunday,
Aug. 16 with all of the LPGA players
in attendance. Call 253-631-3131
for more information.

Rules Quiz
Your ball lies in a bunker and
a fellow competitor inadvertently
kicks a pine cone which now lies
directly in front of your ball.  Are
you permitted to remove it?

See answer on Page 2.
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Northwest golfer
looks for action
on the course and
at the poker table

Thornton’s birdie
binge earns him
Washington Open

Brian Thornton used his home course
advantage and a hot putter to win the 2009
Washington Open Invitational at Meridian
Valley firing a final-round 66.
Thornton is an assistant professional
at the course but found himself six shots
off the heading into the final round of the
championship. But he birdied five of his
final nine holes of the tournament to make
up the ground and win the $5,000 first-place
check. For more on the tournament, please
see inside this section of Inside Golf.

Washington Open champ Brian Thornton.
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2008 winner Brian Nosler finished tied for 15th.
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Dan Hixson stood in front of the group
of people and spoke like a proud papa.
As the course designer for the new Wine
Valley Golf Club in Walla Walla, Hixson
has plenty to be proud of. From the dramamtic views to the old-style bunkering
to the perfect greens, Wine Valley is a
course that seems to have it all.
Now, the golfers of the Pacific Northwest just have to discover it.
“We’ve got a gem here,” said Hixson.
“Hopefully word of mouth will get the
golfers here and they will keep coming.
They will like what they see.”
No arguments here.
Wine Valley Golf Club may be a bit
off the beaten path, but it’s one of those
places that you just need to play. From the
tips, the course can be stretched to 7,360
yards but Hixson created a course with
five tee boxes, giving everyone a chance
to see what the course is all about.
It’s fair, it’s in terrific condition, the
greens are undulating, firm and in mint
condition and the bunkers are like something from Europe.
The course began as farming land
owned by Russ and Scott Byerley. They
grew Alfalfa seeds and wheat but one day
they decided they wanted a golf course.
Kind of like their own field of dreams,
where Kevin Costner carved a baseball
field out of his sea of corn in Iowa. The
Byerley’s made the right calls, got the right
designer, brought in the right investor in
Jim Pliska, who also owns Emerald Valley
in Eugene, and presto, Wine Valley Golf
Club was born.
The name seems to be a natural. With
over 150 wineries in and around the area,
thousands of wine lovers frequent the
area throughout the year. And now, they

Steve
Tu r c o t t e

Wine Valley Golf Club: Course in
Walla Walla is well worth the drive
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can combine wine with golf all during the
same trip. And there’s no doubt, that it’s
worth the trip. You will like what you see,
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Rules Answer
Answer:   Yes.  You are entitled to
the lie you had when your ball came
to rest.  Now what if the wind blows
a pine cone there or you kick the pine
cone to this position in front of your
ball. ?  Bad  news.  Play hard!
• Editor’s note: Thanks to Paul Lucien
for his rules insights.

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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Washington men capture Pac-10 golf
championship; Oregon finishes second
The University of Washington greatly
enjoyed its home field advantage by winning
the 2009 Pac-10 Men’s Golf Championship
by a wide margin. The fifth-ranked Huskies
combined for a four-round total of 16-underpar 1424 (365-360-347-352) to beat Oregon
by 18 shots at Seattle Golf Club.
Washington junior Darren Wallace earned
medalist honors. The native of British Columbia was the only player to card all four
of his rounds at par or better, shooting an
11-under 277 with scores of 70-72-65-70
on the par-72 host course.
Wallace spoke for the rest of the UW team
when he said: “It feels great. We worked so
hard for this all year. I’ve been working hard
myself trying to reach my goals and this was
one of them. It’s great.”
Hundreds of Seattleites attended the
matches, which featured some of the top collegiate teams in the country. “We’ve got two
teams ranked ahead of us - USC and Stanford
- and a bunch of other good teams,” said the
Huskies’ victorious coach, Matt Thurmond.
“This is the best conference in the country,
for sure, and we’ve been holding our own.
It’s some impressive play.”
Surprising Oregon finished in second at
2-over 1442. Arizona State was next at plus16, while fifth-ranked Stanford was a stroke
back in fourth. No. 3-ranked USC finished
at 1474, 50 shots behind the winners.
The talented Huskies proved to be hostile
hosts. Yet the UW is red-hot at the moment,
winning their second consecutive tournament in dominating fashion. Last month the
UW won the U.S. Intercollegiate at Stanford
- which contained nine Pac-10 schools in the
17-team field - by 15 strokes.

Also aiding the Huskies’ cause was junior Nick Taylor, another B.C. native and
a semifinalist for the Ben Hogan Award,
NCAA golf’s Heisman that goes to the
player of the year. Taylor finished 7-under
at the historic Seattle course with rounds of
76-70-67-68 281. Also finishing high for
the Huskies was Singaporean sophomore
Tze Huang Choo, who ended up eighth at
1-under. Junior Richard Lee finished in a tie
for 11th at 1-over, while Chris Killmer was
24th and Jens Bracht 38th.

Boeing Classic charges ahead
with new tournament leadership

With a strong field expected for the fifth
Boeing Classic in late August, optimism
remains high at tournament headquarters
despite the tough economic times and the
departure of Chuck Nelson, the director of
the Champions Tour event since its inception
in 2005.
Michelle DeLancy has assumed the role
of interim director of the tournament, and she
doesn’t think the economy will hurt ticket
sales. She attributes that to the quality field
expected for the tournament, led by defending champion Tom Kite, and an emphasis on
getting more families to the event.
“Kids 14 and under will be free this year,
and we think that will help ticket sales,” she
said.
Tournament week at the TPC at Snoqualmie Ridge begins Monday, Aug, 24, with
the inaugural Jim Mora Celebrity Challenge.
The Seahawks coach ran a similar event when
he was coaching the Atlanta Falcons.
The Seahawks Pro-Am is Aug. 26-27,
and the Champions Tour event takes place

Aug. 28-30.
Among those who have tentatively committed to play are several major winners on
the PGA Tour: Kite, Bernhard Langer, Nick
Price, Mark O’Meara, Craig Stadler, Jeff
Sluman and Dave Stockton.
Ticket prices are the same for adults: $20
daily, $40 for Friday through Sunday and
$60 for the week. For more information, go
to boeingclassic.com.

2010 U.S. Senior Open at
Sahalee has tickets on sale

Tickets for the 2010 United States Senior
Open have gone on sale. Ticket packages can
come in all different styles and the event is
using Pacific Northwest native Fred Couples
as an honoary chairman to help promote the
tickets. Couples will play in next year’s event
as he turns 50 years old.
The tournament will take place July 26Aug. 1, 2010 at Sahalee Country Club which
has hosted the PGA Championship and the
NEC invitational in recent years. Ticket packages include daily tickets, weekly packages
and more. See www.2010ussenioropen.com
for more information on the event and how
to get tickets.

B.C. Teenagers win WSGA
Women’s Best-Ball Championship

Seventeen year olds, Sue Kim of Langley,
B.C. and Pamela Burneski of Surrey, B.C.
captured the 10th WSGA Women’s Best-Ball
Championship. Kim and Burneski battled
with five-time champions, Leslie Folsom
and Jane Harris both of Seattle, Wash. in
the final round but managed to pull ahead

InsideGolfNewspaper.com
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PNGA sets event
schedule for the
upcoming season
The PNGA has plenty of events that you
can sign up and play. For information on how
to sign up for the tournament see the newly
redesigned PNGA website at pnga.org and it
will take you through the entry process.
Here are some details of the 2009 Championship Schedule which include:
• Senior Men’s Amateur Championship, OGA
Golf Course, Woodburn, Ore., June 9-11
• Women’s Amateur and Mid-Amateur
Championship, Arrowhead Golf Club, Molalla,
Ore., July 6-10
• Men’s Amateur Championship, The Home
Course, DuPont, Wash., July 6-11
• Junior Boys’ Amateur Championship, University of Idaho Golf Course, Moscow, Idaho,
August 10-14
• Junior Girls’ Amateur Championship,
Fairwood Golf & Country Club, Renton, Wash.,
August 17-20
• Men’s and Women’s Amateur Public Links
Championship, Trysting Tree Golf Club, Corvallis,
Ore., August 29-30
• Men’s Mid-Amateur Championship,
Homestead Farms Golf Resort, Lynden, Wash.,
September 15-17
• Women’s Senior Team Amateur Championship, Gold Mountain Golf Club, Bremerton,
Wash., September 21-23
• Men’s Senior Team Amateur Championship,
Gold Mountain Golf Club, Bremerton, Wash.,
September 22-24
• Senior Women’s Amateur Championship,
Hayden Lake Country Club, Hayden Lake, Idaho,
October 5-6

by one after a Folsom three putt on the par4 17th hole. On the par-3 18th, Folsom and
Harris both missed the green left while Kim
and Burneski hit shots to roughly 12 and 18
feet. Harris’ bunker shot nearly found the
cup but missed on the edge and a Burneski
birdie was the deciding putt.
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Pacific NW Golf Association
inducts four into Hall of Fame
The Pacific Northwest Golf Association
(PNGA) inducted Carole Jo (Kabler) Whitted, Gail (Harvey) Moore, Ken Forster and
John Fought into the Pacific Northwest Golf
Hall of Fame last month. These four join the
Hall of Fame’s 50 existing members.
 	 During a banquet held at Columbia Edgewater Country Club in Portland, Ore., Kabler,
Forster and Fought were on hand to receive
their awards. Moore, who passed away in
1993, was represented by her husband Jim
and daughter Julie, who both spoke movingly
about Gail’s award. Moore, who played
out of Vancouver, BC, won six Canadian
national championships, and won both the
Canadian Ladies Amateur and BC Ladies
Amateur in 1970. Moore is also a member
of the Canadian Golf Hall of Fame and the
BC Sports Hall of Fame.
 	 Kabler dominated the Oregon golf scene
during the 1950s and ‘60s, winning two Oregon Junior Girls’ titles and four Women’s
Oregon Amateur titles. She also won the
1955 U.S. Girls’Junior championship and the
1957 PNGA Women’s Amateur championship. Kabler went on to win several events
on the LPGA Tour.
 	 A longtime native of Salem, Ore., Forster
recently retired from teaching and coaching
golf for 28 years at the high school level. He
is a three-time winner of the PNGA Senior
Men’s Amateur; is a two-time Oregon Senior
Stroke Play champion; played in the 1998
U.S. Senior Open; was the low amateur in the
2000 British Senior Open; was twice selected
as the PNGA Senior Player of the Year; and
is a 12-time participant in the Hudson Cup,
being named Senior MVP three times.
 	 Portland native John Fought had a meteoric amateur playing career in the mid-1970s.

In 1975 he won the Pacific Coast Amateur,
and in 1976 won the Northwest Open, was
the low amateur in the U.S. Open and was
an All-American at BYU. And all of this
was but a prelude to 1977, when he won the
U.S. Amateur, the Broadmoor Invitational,
the Trans-Mississippi and was a member
of the Walker Cup. He played six years on
the PGA Tour, winning twice in 1979 while
being named Rookie of the Year. He has
since gone on to a successful career in golf
course design, which includes such Northwest courses as Crosswater GC in Sunriver,
Ore. and Centennial GC in Medford, Ore.

Lost Tracks Brian Whitcomb
elected to PGA Hall of Game

Brian Whitcomb, the owner of Lost
Tracks Golf Club in Bend and a honorary
president of the PGA of America, has been
inducted into the PGA Golf Professional
Hall of Fame.
Whitcomb was the 35th president of the
PGA of America and been a builder of numerous golf courses, including Lost Tracks,
ranked as one of the top public golf courses
in Central Oregon.
Whitcomb brought the popular face-toface town hall meetings with PGA members
to bring to the forefront the importance of
one-on-one communication.
Whitcomb has been a member of the PGA
of America since 1984 and began his career
in 1978 at the Arizona Biltmore Country Club
in Phoenix. In 1981, he leased Paradise Valley Golf Club in Phoenix and added another
nine holes. In 1989, he went on to design
and build the 500 Club in Phoenix which he
operates with former Indy 500 winner Tom
Sneva. Lost Tracks opened in 1995.
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NW players on pro tours

Events through May 24, 2009
PGA Tour
• Fred Couples • Seattle • 61st on the list with $646,095
• Ben Crane • Portland •  31st on the list with $1,076,267
• Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 154th on the list with $191,891
• Troy Kelly • Bremerton • 234th on the list with $11,178
• Jeff Quinney • Eugene • 170th on the list with $128,536
• Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 90th on the list with $445,739
• Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 181st on the list with $93,741
Nationwide Tour
• Jeff Gove • Seattle •10th on the list with $101,803
• Craig Kanada • Portland • 75th on the list with $20m668
• Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 104th on the list with $12,754
• Alex Prugh • Spokane • 3rd on the list with $145,503
Champions Tour
• Peter Jacobsen • Portland • No events yet.
• Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 49th on the list with $122,857
LPGA Tour
• Louise Friberg • Univ. of Washington • 115th on the list with $13,388
• Allison Hanna-Williams • Portland • 82nd on the list with $32,112
• Jimin Kang • Seattle • 34th on the list with $108,278
• Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • 95th on the list with $22,711
• Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • 23rd on the list with $203,158

Did you know….
In the “Casual Golf Days” events
organized and administered by the
Washington State
Golf Association
throughout the
state, 100% of the
event’s proceeds
go to the host
course, as a way
of helping to bring
people, revenue
and rounds of golf to area courses.  
In promoting the health of the game of
golf in Washington, the WSGA holds its
Casual Golf Days at some of the area’s most
enjoyable courses, public and private, such

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

as Chambers Bay and Spokane Country
Club.
There is a new
plan in place for
members of the
Oregon Golf
Assiciation.
The OGA/
USGA Alliance
Membership Program is a one-year,
strategic partnership
that
automatically enrolls all 2009 first-time and
renewing golfers who join OGA Member
Clubs the added benefit of the USGA
Member Program.
For more information see the website
oga.org.
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Portland native strikes gold on the Futures Tour
Former Oregon Amateur Champion
and current LPGA Tour member Allison
Hanna-Williams of Portland, Ore., won her
first professional tournament at the Texas
Hill Country Classic. The fifth-year LPGA
player won by one shot at 209 (-7), posting
a final-round score of three-under 69. She
was in a three-way tie for the lead going into
the final hole when she rolled in a six-foot
putt for birdie to clinch the win.
“It feels good,” said Hanna-Williams of
her victory. “I’ve been so close before and I
thought we were going to have a play-off. I
was in a play-off before at LPGA Qualifying
School and ended up not getting my (LPGA)
card by one stroke, so it felt good to make
that birdie on the last hole.”
The inaugural tournament, played on
The Dominion Country Club course, was

the second Duramed Futures Tour event of
the year for Hanna-Williams.
“Winning has definitely given me the
confidence to play well when under pressure,” said Hanna-Williams who noted
today’s win gives her the extra boost she
needs going into that one-round qualifier.
“It’s also helps my bank account,” joked
Hanna-Williams, referring to the $17,500
winner’s check she earned. “It’s tough to
get sponsors. I’ve had to borrow from my
parents, which I’ve never done. But I know
I can do this.”
With her share of the $125,000 purse, one
of the three largest on the Tour, Hanna-Williams jumped to 4th from 75th on the current
money list. New season money leader, Misun
Cho of Cheongju, South Korea, moved up
from third, while last week’s leader, Angela

Buzminski, of Oshawa, Ontario, slipped
to second. But while a nice paycheck is
a welcome addition to her bank account,
Hanna-Williams said that her winnings are
already spent. She and her husband bought
a house in Portland, Ore. last year and are in
the process of remodeling. “I can complete
the bathroom now,” joked Hanna-Williams.
“My husband will be happy. Now there’s no
pressure.”

Tigard golfer wins Tournament
of Champions event in Oregon

Jim Dunlap of Tigard, Ore. was able
to narrowly edge out Andrew Vijarro of
Bend, Ore. by 1-stroke with a 3-under par
69-72-141 to win the title of Champion of
Champions at the 65th OGA Tournament

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

of Champions held at Stone Creek Golf
Course in Oregon City, Ore. Vijarro was
the only player with two sub par rounds.
In the Women’s Division, Linda Jeffery of
Corvallis, Ore. with a 10-over par 78-76-154 and had the upper hand a playoff win
over Loree McKay of Portland, Ore.
    	Until winning the Tournament of Champions, Dunlap’s measure of success was
accumulating points and earning invitations to represent Oregon in some of the
more prestigious amateur competitions in
the region including the Hudson Cup and
PNGA Cup. He was also invited to play
in the Pacific Coast Amateur last year. His
consistent play earned him the honor of being
named the Oregon Golf Association’s 2008
Golfer of the Year not winning any major
championship.
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NW golfer convicted of attack at Auburn Golf Course
Shampine charged the victim armed with a
club, then stuck him in the head with it.
Members of Shampine’s party told police
they were trying to golf at the appropriate
speed, but were unable to do so because the
foursome in front of them was playing slow.
They complained that the victim’s group
had been disrupting their play by making
noise while golfers were teeing off and were
otherwise hostile toward them.
Shampine told officers he was coming to
the aid of one of his golfing partners, who
was being held by several men in the other
foursome.
The blow Shampine delivered cracked the
victim’s cheekbone and skull, and bruised
the man’s brain. The man was hospitalized
following the incident.
Shampine will be sentenced this month

Pacific NW courses ranked
among the best in country
The Pacific Northwest was well represented when Golf Digest came out with its
recent listing of America’s Greatest 100 golf
courses for both private and public tracks.
On a list where all golf courses were included, Bandon Dunes Resort on the Oregon
Coast dominated the list and the listings from
the Pacific Northwest. Pacific Dunes was
ranked 14th, Bandon Dunes was 33rd and
Bandon Trails was 80th. Also listed were the
Club at Black Rock in Idaho at 27th, Eugene
Country Club at 62nd and Sahalee Country
Club at 84th.
Augusta National, home of the Masters
Championship, topped the list for the first
time moving ahead of Pine Valley which fell

to second place.
On the list which included only public
courses, the Northwest had eight of the top
100 courses in the country.
Pacific Dunes was second behind only
Pebble Beach. Bandon Dunes also was in
the top 10 at the seventh spot while Bandon
Trails was 14th. Bandon Dunes Resort’s
newest course Old MacDonald will open
all 18 holes later this year and is a sure bet
to make the list next time around. 		
Also on the list were Chambers Bay at
37th, Sunriver’s Crosswater at 58th, Circling
Raven in Idaho at 61st, Coeur d’Alene Resort
at 75th and Pumpkin Ridge’s Ghost Creek
course at 79th.

and faces 15 to 21 months in prison.

Registration open for two of
country’s biggest amateur events

Registration is now open for the Northwest Dodge Dealers Pacific Amateur Golf
Classic, set for Sept. 26-Oct. 1 at some
of Central Oregon’s top courses, including Eagle Crest Resort, Aspen Lakes and
more.
The event is open for both men and
women with a number of different divisions.
The event typically sells out so signing up
quickly is important if you want to get in.
For more, see the web site pacamgolf.
com.
• Amateur golfers can also sign up for
the PGA Tour Superstore World Amateur

Golf Championship set for Aug. 31-Sept. 3
in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.
The $550 entry fee includes plenty for
the tournament, including four rounds of
tournament net stroke play on a different
course each day. The top player from each
flight will advance to the tournament championship round.
Over $130,000 in gift certificates will
be awarded during the tournament as well
as daily closest to the pin and long drive
prizes. Daily evening activities take place
at the Myrtle Beach Convention Center.
The tournament annually draws over
3,000 players and is the largest amateur
tournament in the world with divisions for
men, women and seniors.
For more information see the website
www.worldamgolf.com.

nile golf course
& Oasis Restaurant in Mountlake Terrace

18 holes open to the public
Exit #177 off I-5,
West 1/4 mile on the right

Coupon

Last July, two groups of golfers got into
an argument about slow play at Auburn Golf
Course. One thing led to another and one of
the golfers struck another with a 6-iron.
Now, that golfer who was accused of the
attack has been found guilty of second-degree
assault after a week-long trial.
Nicholas Shampine of Puyallup attacked
another golfer near the 14th green following an argument about slow play. The King
County jury took less than one hour to reach
a verdict. According to police reports, the
victim’s foursome reported Shapmine’ group
to the course marshal minutes earlier for
playing too slow.
From there, the situation just grew nastier
as hostilities between the two parties continued to increase and they began exchanging
insults. Witnesses in the victim’s party said

Two Rounds of Golf
with a Cart

ONLY $74.00
Maximum of two golfers per coupon.
Not valid for groups
of 20 or More
Expires September 30, 2009

season rates

Weekend & Holidays
18 Holes
9 Holes

$33.00
$23.00

Weekdays

18 Holes
9 Holes

$28.00
$18.00

Earlybird rate

Good all day Monday
(except Holidays)

18 Holes
9 Holes

$19.00
$13.00

Check out our website for more coupons: www.nilegolf.com

Tee Times: 425-776-5154
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Thornton goes low, wins
Washington Open crown
No one in the field at the Washington
Open Invitational had an answer for Brian
Thornton in the final round at Meridian Valley
Country Club. Thornton, an assistant professional at Meridian Valley, fired a final-round
66 to win by one shot over Tom Sovay of
Redmond Ridge, who also had a final-round
66 to move into contention.
Birk Nelson led after two rounds but faded
with a 79. Thornton was six shots behind
Nelson entering the final round. Thornton
birdied five of his final nine holes to escape
with the come from behind victory.
Louie Runge tied for third with Chris
Griffin and amateur and former major league
pitcher Erik Hanson.

Washington Open
Here are the top finishers from the
Washington Open at Meridian Valley
Country Club in Kent.
Brian  Thornton
Tom Sovay
Louie Runge
Chris Griffin
a-Erik Hanson
a- Derek Berg
Tim Feenstra
a-Mike Haack
Casey McCoy
Birk Nelson

69-75-66 – 210
71-74-66 – 211
72-67-74 – 213
71-69-73 – 213
71-72-70 – 213
67-72-76 – 215
73-71-71 – 215
70-71-74 – 215
70-74-72 – 216
70-68-79 – 217
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Pacific Northwest golfers take
first step to United States Open

Three players shared medalist honors at the U.S. Open Local Qualifier held at The
Home Course in DuPont, Wash. Josh Immordino of Auburn, Michael Haack of Bellevue
and Zach Wanderscheid of Goldendale, Wash. all fired 3-under par 69 in the difficult
conditions. Former University of Washington All-American Brock Mackenzie came
in as the fourth qualifier shooting 2-under par 70 and Western Washington University
standout Jake Koppenberg shot a 1-under par 71 to finish in fifth. Dan Whitaker of
Cle Elum, Kevin Penner of Sammamish, and Mike Fields of Bellingham all made a
par on the first playoff hole to advance.
In the qualifer in Oregon, James Allenby, a rookie on the Canadian Tour from
Langley, British Columbia bested 36 other professional golfers and 53 amateurs, taking
medalist honors with a 4-under par 33-34-67 at Langdon Farms Golf Club in Aurora,
Ore. He will lead a contingent of six players who will advance to Sectional qualifying
including professionals Zack Shriver of Marysville, Wash., Chad Fribley of Tualatin,
Ore., and Vincent Johnson of Portland, Ore. as well as amateurs Diego Velasquez of
Bogota, Columbia and Richard Lee of Bellevue, Wash.

Tacoma’s Highlands set for second
annual hole-in-one golf tournament
One of the Northwest’s truly unique golf
tournaments will be staged at the Highlands
Golf Course in Tacoma June 19 at 1 p.m.
Four new automobiles will be included
among 18 hole-in one prizes at the annual
Highlands Invitational Tournament (HIT).
The 18-hole open division also will feature closest-to-the-pin prizes on every hole
plus low gross and low net prizes of $500,
$300 and $200 each. An additional low net
award will be given in a women’s division.
Every hole at Highlands is reachable, ranging
from 100 to 255 yards. Par is 56.
Last year two of Fircrest’s better golfers,
Scott Schulz and Scott Shelton, won the top
two awards at the event which attracted 108
players in three divisions. The open division
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is limited to 36 entrants.
For information and an entry form, contact
the Highlands at 253-759-3622.

Everett golfer wins title
at PNGA Master-40 event

Bob Burton of Everett, Wash. secured his
second PNGA Men’s Master 40 Amateur
Championship title defeating Rob Whiton
of Vancouver, B.C. 1 up at Talking Rock
Resort and Quaaout in Chase, B.C.
Both players played solid golf the entire
day with the match being all square or Burton
holding a slim 1 up lead most of the day.
Burton won the 17th hole before the two
halved the final hole.
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The Lesson Tee: Putting improvement
always the key to those lower scores
Coston sets dates
for summer schools

Jeff
Coston

Everyone wants to score lower.  I know
I do.  The quickest way to improve scoring is around the greens.  This month lets
take a thumbnail look at a few aspects of
putting.
I always express at my clinics and
lessons that people focus 80% on line
and only 20% on speed.  I feel it should
be the opposite.  Speed, speed, speed.
People three putt because of poor speed
control not poor alignment.  When I putt
best I have proper speed control.
If I have great speed I have more trust.  
I also have great speed when I have target
focus rather than mechanical focus.  Ben
Crenshaw  has stressed this concept to
me on many occasions.  He told me he
has never putted well thinking about his
stroke.  Hit many putts 30-50 feet focused
on speed.  Use an intuitive look at the line
and a focused feel on speed, 80% speed
and only 20% on line.
A second key to putting growth is “hit
the ball solid.”  Hit the ball on the sweet
spot of the putter.  Practice this skill.  Yes,
it is a skill.  Yes, it can be practiced.  A
helpful drill is to place a quarter on the
green.   Stroke the quarter and make it
move.  It’s tougher than it looks.
Thirdly, a solid set up is important for
consistent putting.   When a player has
their forearms on the same plane as the
putter shaft and each other many stroke
flaws will disappear. Bending forward with
the upper torso to where the shoulders
are close to parallel to the ground will
create a straighter back stroke.   This
occurs because the arms swing down
the shoulder line.  

Personally, I have found success setting up a bit underneath or to the right at
address.  This way I can see the line better.  
Again putting with your eyes focused on
the target is very big.  
My hands are over the ball at address
rather than behind.  Ben Crenshaw and
Morris Hatalsky turned me on to this years
ago.
To work on the mechanics of my putting stroke I often use a 2 x 4 turned up
on it’s side.  I stroke the putter with the
toe rubbing on the board.  I also do the
same with the heel of the putter rubbing
and following the board.  You can also hit
putts doing this drill.

Jeff Coston, the director of instruction
at Semiahmoo Resort in Blaine, has announced the dates for his summer golf
schools with award-winning teachers
Mike Bender and Mike Adams.
Coston’s school at Semiahmoo with
Bender will take place June 25, June 30July 1, July 2-3 and July 4. Cost for the
schools vary. The schools with Adams
will take place on Aug. 10, Aug. 1, Aug.
12-13 and Aug. 14-15. Again, costs for
those schools vary.
For more information to sign up for
one of the camps, call Jeff Coston at
360.201.4590.

• Speed
• Solid hit
• Solid set up
• Use the 2 x 4

Jeff Coston is an 12-time Pacific Northwest P.G.A. Player of the Year.  He can be
reached for appointment at Semiahmoo
Resort by calling 360-371-7005.
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New Lake House at
Chelan gives golfers
new place to stay

The Lake House at Chelan, a luxury
family-friendly resort located three hours
east of Seattle, just steps from Lake
Chelan and across the street from the
city park opened in May.
With unobstructed views of Lake
Chelan, The Lake House features 40
fully-furnished, luxury one- and threebedroom residences as well as a 4,000
square foot Pool House with amenities
including a fitness center, recreation
room with pool table, poker table, flatscreen TV’s, indoor/outdoor kitchen and
living room. Additionally, The Lake
House has a year-round heated outdoor
swimming pool, large hot tub, kid’s
splash zone water feature and a gas fire
pit.
The Lake House at Chelan offers fullshare ownership, quarter-share fractional
ownerships and luxury vacation rentals.
Owners and resort guests have access
to all amenities and first-rate services
including pre-arrival grocery shopping
and pre-arranged dining reservations,
golf tee times at any of the area’s awardwinning courses and wine tours at one
of the 13 neighboring wineries.
“We’re excited to introduce The Lake
House as the premier luxury destination
resort in Lake Chelan to the community
and its visitors,” said Brian Merrill,
general manager of The Lake House at
Chelan.
“Our upscale amenities and high-end
services will enable The Lake House
to customize each owner and guest’s
experience; we call this experience The
Lake House Lifestyle.”
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Dear Kathy
I’ve been playing golf for over forty
years.  At my peak I was a 12 handicap,
now I have a 25 handicap.  My biggest
problem is the distance I’ve lost through
the years.  I keep working on my short
game and I’m a pretty good putter.   Is
there anything I can do to get the distance
back?
                                                    Stella
Hi Stella
One of the advantages of getting older
is we also get wiser!  You know you can’t
swing any harder, but you can swing
smarter!  I’m a huge advocate of using
video to understand your golf swing, but
one of the areas I see where older players can gain distance is by delaying the
release of the club on the downswing.  
What this means is the point where the
club head passes the hands or where you
release the 90-degree lever between the
left forearm and the club shaft.  The longer
the club head lags the more potential club
head speed you can achieve at impact.  
To the right are two pictures the one on
the top is typical of where players would
be on the downswing where the club is
already passing the players hands.  The
bottom picture shows where you could
be if you delayed the release and notice
the club head is back near the players
shoulder with the hands in the same place!  
This can increase your club head speed
up to 20 or 30%!
Consider a video lesson to determine
at what point you are releasing.  When I

Kathy
DeNeui

Women’s golf: For more distance with
those shots, swing smarter not harder

One of the advantages of getting
older is we also get wiser!   You
know you can’t swing any harder,
but you can swing smarter!  I’m a
huge advocate of using video to
understand your golf swing, but
one of the areas I see where older
players can gain distance is by
delaying the release of the club on
the downswing.  
teach students new drills to change the
behavior causing the early release, they
can frequently gain up to 20% more club
head speed in a single lesson.   It’s so
much fun to hit the ball further with less
effort and energy!

Kathy DeNeui is an LPGA teaching
professional at the Columbia Super Range
in Everett.
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British Columbia
teams wins title
at PNGA Cup

The British Columbia Golf Association held strong in the singles matches
and claimed its first PNGA Cup at Crane
Creek Country Club in Boise, Idaho.
The BCGA scored 10 points out of a
possible 12 in the four-ball and foursome
matches and entered the final day with a
four point lead over the Oregon Golf Association. In the twelve singles matches,
the BCGA won six of the matches and
halved two to build their lead and finish
at the top with a total of 17 points. The
OGA finished in second place with 11 ½
points while the defending champions,
WSGA finished in third with 11 points
and the IGA finished in fourth with 8 ½
points.

Logan Toskey defends title
at Fort Lewis Amateur

Logan Toskey defended his title and
won his second Fort Lewis Amateur in
a row.
Logan shot 71 in the first round
and opened with front 9 of 31 and posted
68 for a total of 139 and a four-shot victory over Tom Lewis (69-74).
The 51st Annual Fort Lewis Amateur
had a field of 111 players, including seven
past champions, and is the second oldest
amateur event in the state of Washington.
Lewis was second while Casey Adams
took third place at 143. Stephen Lee was
next at 145 while Carl Jonson finished
at 146 and Brandon Moore was sixth at
148 total. Tom Romber was next in line
with a 148 total.
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Real estate: Meridian Valley offers golf and more
Living in Meridian Valley Club in Kent
is a pleasant experience known only to those
living in this community.
The location is centrally located between
Seattle and Tacoma with easy access to most
featured destinations. Located at 132nd Ave.
SE and SE 248th St., on the East Hill of Kent,
the feature of living at Meridian Valley is
that it’s one of the few communities that is
gated and entrance accessible only through
a security guarded gate.
The 400 homesites plus condominiums
weredeveloped by the Kent community leaders with the intentions of having a quality golf
course and quality homesites of 10,000 sq.
ft. and larger; some with great views of Mt.
Rainier. The newly remodeled Club house is
a structure and setting that cannot be outdone
anywhere in the Northwest. It has a large

dining banquet room accommodating up to
300 guests, a cocktail lounge and several
smaller conference rooms, new men’s and
ladies locker rooms.
This is all capped with a 4-star menu delivered by an award winning Chef. Residence
can enjoy the utilization of a fully equipped
fitness center and tennis courts. The best
testimonial was that the golf course was
selected for years by the LPGA for itsprofessional tournaments, called the Safeco Classic
which was held for years at Meridian Valley
Country Club.It was one of the most popular
stops on the LPGA Tour.
The families at Meridian Valley pride
themselves in maintaining their homes and
grounds to meet the highest expectations.
The ground rules are set by the community
Homeowners Association. The community

population mix consist from Boeing, business, medical and airline professionals. The
golf course professionals conduct one of the
finest junior golf instruction programs in the
Pacific Northwest.
Home values range for single family
homes from $ 400,000 to $ 2,000,000.
condominiums range from $400,000. to
$700,000, depending on size, condition
and location. The homes here have been
individual customed built and it is not a
typical developer community. Most of the
homesites have large fir trees and excellent
views; some with the golf course and Mt.
Rainier. Families that have settled here never
want to leave unless they are forced because
of age.
How do you evaluate a home because of
a lack of comparables for appraisers?
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Homesite values can range from $250,000
to $ 400,000 on off fairway lots depending
on views and location. Fairway lots range
from $ 500,000 to $ 700,000 depending on
views and location.
Resale Homes value per square foot range
from $ 100 to $ 150. sq. ft. depending on
age, up dating and condition.
Note: New construction prices can range
from $ 175 to $ 225 sq. ft.
New landscaping from $20,000 to
$50,000 depending on features. Most families have said that Meridian Valley Country
Club is the biggest kept secret in the Pacific
Northwest.
Rick Pasko is a real estate broker with
Prudential Meridian Valley Realty in Kent,
Washington.
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Rules of the game: There are certain cases on the
golf course where a violation might be overriden

As long as Glenn was “casually flicking” the practice balls back onto
the range for the purpose of tidying up the course, there is no penalty.
But beware: If you set up, address and take full shots at practice balls
in this situation, “casual flicking” doesn’t apply and you’ll be dinged two
strokes for practice.

Mike
Peluso

Over the last few articles we’ve seen
that the Rules of Golf aren’t really as rigid
and unyielding as they’re reputed to be.
In April we saw that there are some
Decisions where a player was apparently
breaking a Rule, but that extenuating circumstances allowed him to be absolved
from penalty.
In May we saw that, unlike in sports
such as baseball or basketball, a referee’s
incorrect ruling might be overturned if it
went against the player, or it might be
allowed to stand if it was in the player’s
favor, although incorrect.
This month we’ll examine a few situations where some violations might be
overridden because taking the wording
of some Rules too literally would result
in an unacceptable ruling.
One of my favorite applications of this
principle is Decision 13-4/16.5. Before
explaining this Decision, I need to explain
a few principles:
1) An insect is a loose impediment. 2)
You can’t touch or remove a loose impediment in a water hazard. 3) The margin of
a water hazard extends upward as well as
downward. (When you’re inside a water
hazard, imagine that you are enclosed by
an invisible fence).
So, Don is in a water hazard, and insects are flying around his face. If he swats
at those insects and hits one or more of
them, he’s touched a loose impediment in
a water hazard, a violation of Rule 13-4.
However, this Decision rules against the
Rules, and Don is permitted to swat at,
and knock away, any insects flying around

his face.
Rule 7-2 prohibits practice during a
round. There are a few exceptions, such
a practicing putting or chipping on or near
the same putting green after you’ve holed
out. Although there is no actual definition
of “practice,” it basically means that you
can’t make a stroke at a ball other than
your ball in play for the purpose of making
a practice stroke. Glenn was walking down
a fairway adjacent to a practice range, and
there were several practice balls in the
fairway. He started flicking several of the
practice balls onto the range. Was Glenn
guilty of a violation of Rule 7-2? Decision
7-2/5 introduces a quaint term: “casual
flicking.”
As long as Glenn was “casually flicking” the practice balls back onto the range
for the purpose of tidying up the course,
there is no penalty. But beware: If you set
up, address and take full shots at practice
balls in this situation, “casual flicking”
doesn’t apply and you’ll be dinged two
strokes for practice.

Rule 4-3 states that a player may
replace a club that has been “broken in
the normal course of play.”
The “normal course of play” means
playing a stroke, a practice stroke or a
practice swing. It doesn’t include breaking a club in anger or throwing a club for
any reason. Now, Dave, who is a rather
feeble sort, is walking from the green to
the next tee, which means walking up a
fairly steep slope. Dave uses his wedge as
a cane to help walk up the slope, and the
club breaks. He wasn’t making a stroke,
practice stroke or practice swing, so is
Dave entitled to replace that wedge?
Decision 4-3/7 again rules against the
Rules, citing that helping one self up a
steep slope with the help of a club is
considered to be “normal”, and Dave is
entitled to replace his wedge.
Rule 13-4 prohibits touching the ground
in a bunker or the ground or water in a
water hazard with a club while the player’s
ball is in the hazard. Mark finds his ball
in the water in a water hazard. He is
contemplating whether to play the ball
from the water or to take relief. While
his ball is still submerged in the water,
Mark cleans his club in the water. Mark
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has clearly touched the water with a club
while his ball was still in the water hazard.
Does the Decision rule against the Rules
in this situation? Decision 13-4/40 does
allow Mark to clean his clubhead in the
water.
Rule 4-4a allows a player to carry only
14 clubs. If a player starts a round with
more than 14 clubs, even if he doesn’t use
the excess club(s), he is still in violation
of Rule 4-4a. On Thursday, Michael had
a hissy-fit on the course and broke one
of his clubs in half. He put the broken
pieces in his bag and, prior to playing his
Saturday round at the club, he had forgotten to remove the broken pieces of club
from his bag. He started the round with
14 clubs and the broken club. Does the
broken club count as a 15th club for he
purpose of applying Rule 4-4a? Decision
4-4a/14 rules that a broken club is not
a club, and therefore Michael is exempt
from penalty.
Summer is here! I hope you summer
golfing plans call for some exciting courses
and many sunny days!

Mike Peluso is a rules official with the
USGA, PNGA, WSGA, WJGA.
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